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PR E FACE. 

THE Writer who attempts to Uy before his 
countrymen an impartial Hiftory of his own 
time, engages in a difficult, and on many accounts, 
an unplcafant work. He is himfelf liable to, be 
drawn imperceptibly into attachments j and there 
arc few readers who can reafon calmly and judge 
difpaflioqately, of prefent minifters and m^eafurcs. 

Thcfe confidcrations might have led the Aur- 
thor to fupprcfs, for fomc years, the latter part 
of this Hiftory, (which he has long been forming 
with fomc degree of laborious rcfearch) if the 
pofture of public affairs did not appear to hin^ 
to require the recent hiftory of this country to be 
reJated nowj that by an epitome of the important 
tranfafkions in which this kingdom has been en- 
gaged^ the whole rnay be brought into a clofe 
point of view, and the public may from -thence 
he enabled to form a jufter opinion of the 
pieafures which have been purfued, and how 
far the bufinefs of the ftate has been executed 
faithfully, afliduoufly, ahd wifely. To arraign 
minifters with a petulant and narrow fpirit of 
detraftion, is illiberal and highly reprehenfible ; 
to examine freely, fairly, and clofcly their prin- 
ciples of aftioHj both as to the objcdts which they 
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grafp, and the means which thejr apply, is the 
birthright of an Englilhman, and an employment 
beconning a good citizen. 

I 

The ttiftory of Great Britain during Ldrd 
North's miniftry, viU ever be one of its ncwft im- 
portant periods, although it furnifhes few mate- 
rials tb dignify and grace the faiitoric page. It i& 
filled with eventful operations, but not with bril^ 
liantaftions; and to relate .thcrn becomes rather 
an aft of duty, than a claim to literary fame. The 
fubjcft is interefting, without being captivating. 

The prefent fituation of thefe kingdoms, though 
critical, is rcfpcftable j. fince the bravery and fkiU 
of our commanders by fea and land, that native 
hardinefs and contempt of danger which charafteriie 
ourfeamen and foldiers, have fufFered no decay, 
and the liation certainly poflefles many men illoT'^ 
rioys for virtues, talents, and public fpirit. 
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Lord NORTH'S Adminiilration, 

PAR t I. 

Prom Lor J Nortb^s appomtment to the head of 
the Treafury, to the dijfolution of "Parliament 
w 1774. 

C H A?. I. 

Difccntents dccajmed by thfi dectfean of the bmfe of Commons upoft 

ibe MiddUfex ele^ion — Partial repeal {if the American port 

idutiei-^Mr. Grenville*s bill for regulating proceedings re^ 

j^e£tlng controverted ele^lions-^His death and charaSfer-^ 

Jlddrefs and remonftrance from the city tf London to^bis Ma» 

j^ftf^The Earl of ChathanCs motion in the boufe of Lardsi 

Addrefs of both houfes on the city remonftrance — Commotions 

in Ireland — State of finance for the year lyyo^beath of 

Afr. Seciford, andflate of parties in the city — Falkland' g 

\ Iflands fei%ed. on by the Spaniards — Preparations for war 

. m^^Negottations^'^Refignations — The difpute with Spain ad-^ 

jilted — Probable motives which led t^ that evtrtt^-^SitiM^. 

iion of France-^Meeting of Parliament — Mifunderjland* 

' i^ between the titfo houfes— Lord North^s plan of finance 
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for 1 77 1 — Proceedings of the houfe ofCommont agaitift cet" 
tain printers. — CondtUf of the magijirates of London — The 
ret^d of their proceedings erafed by order of the hoUfe^^The 
Lord Mayor and Alderman Oliver committed to the Towef 
-^Refolutions refpeiling Mr. Wilkes — Bill to enable the 
Eajl India Company to raife a military force. 

HISTORY cannot furnilh fuch another inftance 
of a great nation, the wonder and admiration of 
the whole earth, under an eftabli^ed form of go- 
vernment, and in a time of profound peace, fo rapidly lof- 
irtg the refpeA and eftimation in which it was held, as this 
cfountry exhibited, during the few fliort years that intervened 
between the concluflon of the peace of Paris, and the time 
when the minifter, whofe adminiftration we are now to 
treat of, took the le^. Inftability and weaknefs marked 
each fuccejBive appointment. In fome,' thefe defers were 
inherent in the men ; in others, they arofe from the partial 
fupport, which they derived from the fource of power ; whilft 
among the people difcontents, clamours, and outrages pre- 
vailed ; fo as that neither the refpe£b which is naturally an- 
nexed to lawful authority, nor even the intervention of a 
^ military force, could fupprefs or check them. The admini- 
ftration which immediately preceded that of which lord North 
became the head, was indeed the longeft, but, at the fame 
time the weakeft, of any in that period. It would fcarcely 
be credited, if the faft was not incontrovertible*, that a 
French frigate refufed to pay that compliment to the Bri- 
tiih flag, in our own channel, which has been regularly 
given ever fince we claimed a fuperiority on the ocean. 

Thefe domeftic broils were firft excited, and afterwards 
kept up) by a bold and able leader of the people, who hav- 
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Ihg diiSpatedl a large fortune by unbridled excefles» found 
his creditors become clamorous and his expedients for(ake 
himi whilft an habitual negligence of his affairs^ ferved to 
precipitate thofe diftreiTes which he feemed uhmindful ib 
avert, kedueed to extremities, he became a patriot^ andy 
in conjunction with fotiie men equally bold^ and pofleffing 
talents equally well adapted to the attempt^ gained the warm 
)>atronage of the people^ The oppofition to government 
raifed Dy thefe a£tive partifans was more violent and effec-^ 
tual) than that which was carried on againft Sir Robert 
Walpoie, eveh when a Pulteney fpoke and a Bolingbroke 
Wrote, to roufe the indignation of the people* A daring at' 
tack upon the Sovereign^ in a publication fuppofed to hav^ 
been written by Mr. Wilkes* the head of this confederacy, 
taufed his papers to be feized* and himfelf to be taken into 
Cuftody. This proceeding brought to light a licentious 
l^oem, equally replete with profanenefs and obfcenity. Every 
individtjai member of adminiftnition was ihocked at fuch 
£agitious impiety ; and the offences of the man, in whofe 
Cuftody it was found, againft his God and his King, were 
defcanted upon with all the energy of virtuous reprobation 
in both houfes of Parliament. Even Mr. Wilkes's alTociates 
in thofe unhalloweci orgies* which this poiem was compofed 
for tht pufpofe of slnimating, declared their abhorrence of 
^he crime. The difcovery worked an immediate converfion 
on a noble lord, who had heretofore been diftinguifhed by 
liis zei^ for thefe profanations : with tears in his eyes he 
read to the hoUfe the maledidtory veries, and execrated them 
Vith all the fervour of new-born zeal* The houfe of Lords 
tenfured^ the houfe of Commons expelled, the offender; 
the latter Voted that Mr. Wilkes, in whofe cuftody the poem 
Was found, fliould be deprived of his feat in that houfe, and 
a new writ was accordingly ifiued by the fpcaker for elc6l- 
ing another member for the County of Middlefex, which he 

B a reprefented. 
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fepfefented. The freeholders, whether frbrfi ^irffuft df ilher 
purity of the motives which led the houfe of Commons to- 
inflift this punifliment on their profligaje member, or ac- 
tuated by a fpirit of indifcriminatrng oppofitiori, rechofe 
Mr. Wilkes for their reprrfentative. The houfe rejeded 
hrm as ineligibk, and declafed that a member expelled their 
houfe, was virtually incapacitated from fitting there during, 
that parliament : notwithftanding which, a fecond eledlion 
terminated in the fame planner. At length another candi-^ 
date was prevailed upon to ftart ; he had 296 votes, Mr* 
Wilfces 1193 ^ the fheriffs returned the latter, the houfe re- 
jeSed himy and voted his opponent, Capt. Luttrell, duly 
elected*. It was eve© d^ated, whether the flieriffs^' fliould 
Act feel the difpleafui*e of the houfe for their conduft ; but 
this difpofition Was renounced, when Sir Fletcher Norton 
declared, that thofe officers were bound in duty to aft' as they 
kad done : the houfe, indeed, might fet afide their return, but 
could not puniQi the flieriffs for making it under the pecu- 
fcar circumftances of the cafe. 

This iecifioh excited great difcontentsj the people de- 
Aied that the hoiife of Cortimons had a right to rejedl a mem- 
ber who had been duly rettrrned by a niajority of good yotesy 
Jind who had no legal incapacity: expulfiorij they faid, 
threw fuch an one on bis conftituents,- for them to deci^cv* 
as they thought fit, on his delinquency ; and if he was ffill 
the man of their choice, the utmoft power poflefled by the 
Commons feached to make the eileftion void, but it coiilct 
not give the feat to a candidate who had the feweft fuffrages. 
They contended, that although the houfe of Commons ex- 
pelled, it could not incapacftate j fuch a profcriptron coiild 
be only rendered legal, by the concurrence of all the three 
diftina parts of the legiilature. The cry was indpftriouffy 

* April 15, 1769.. 
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iprcad, thattte houfe of Commons was affuming to itTdf a 
power, wfhich had never been exercifed in fuch a latitude.; 
it \vas dangerous to the conftitution, in the prefent inftance^ 
and likewife a flagrant violation of the rights of th@ people ; 
and, when drawn into a precedent, might in future times be 
made ufip of to ftill more fatal purpofesu On tbefe grounds 
the city of London petitioned th? I^ing, praying him to difr 
folve the parliament. The natipn caught tb^ alarm, 2^n4 
petitions to the famp purport were fent up from various p^t$ 
of the kingdom; the objeft of which was, in fome mea- 
fiire, countersM^^d by the addrefies to the throne, expreffive 
4)f the peoples ^probation of the conduct of parliament. It 
was whilft this ferment was at its height, that the Duke of 
Grafton thou^t fit to withdraw himfelf from power, z^d 
r-eiign the adminiilration of a^airs to Lord North *. 

This minifter, the eldeft fon of the. Earl of Guilford^ 

is defcended from an ancient family, the younger branch of 

which rofe into confiderable confequence under the favour 

-of Henry VIIL and from the anceftors fo patronized, many 

eminent men have fprtmg in diflFerent ages, diftinguifhed 

for their valour, wifdom, learning and abilities,i .When 

the States of Holland threw oflF the yoke of Spain, Roger, 

the fecond Lord North., diftinguiihed himfdf an^ong the 

Engliih who fupported the caufe of religion and liberty i» 

the Low Countries, and was wounded in the engagement 

before Zutphen, in which Sir Philip Sidney w^R flain. 

His fon died in the Netherlands, and his grandfon, Dudley 

Lord North, was nominated by both houfes of parliament 

in 1645, in conjuriftionwith the Earls of Northumberland, 

Efiex and Warwick, to manage the affairs of the Admiralty. 

The ftatefmen and writers who have fince fprung from this 

ftock, are well known to every one^ 

* Jan. 1770^ 
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Lord North foon after he became of age, was clefted to « 
feat in parliament at the general ele£i:ion in 17549 and to-^ 
wards theconclufion of the laft reign, was appointed acorn-- 
miffioner ef the treafury and treafurer of the exchequer. 
His reliih for bufinefs and fteady attention to it, joined to 
the early conne£tions which had been formed with his fq- 
yereign f, procured him to be appointed in the year 1767, 
a joint paymafter of the forces and chancellor pf the ex^, 
^i^equer, 

One of the firft z&s of the new miniftery was the bring* 
ing in a bill * for the repeal of fo much of a late zSt of 
parliament as related to the impofing of a duty on paper, 
painters colours, and glafs, imported into America; the tax 
upon tea, which was laid on by the fame z&y was ftill 
continued. This repeal was made in compliance with the 
prayer of a petition, prcfented by the American merchants 
to the houfe pf Commons, fetting forth the great lofles they 
fuftained, and the fatal eiFeds produced by the late laws, 
which for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in the colonies^ 
bad impofed duties upon goods exported from Great *Britaji) 
thither. 

It was much infifted upon by thofe members who had 
uniformly oppofed the laying internal taxes upon America, 
that now, as the minifter began to recede, the zQ. which 
impofed thefe duties fliould be at once totally repealed^ 
To this it wa$ qbjc&ed, that the colonies, inffead oi de- 

-f Tl^e Earl of Guilford was a^pppint^d tutor to ikt present King 
in 1750, and the year before, when the tragedy of Cato was per« 
formed at Leicefle|*-hoiire, Priqce George played the part of Fortius. 
9|ad jppfd Nprth that of Syphax. 

f y^uch ^, 177a 
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ferving additional inftances of tendernefs, did not, in fad, 
deferve the inftance then fhewn, as their condud had be- 
come more violent than ever; and their ailbciations, in- 
ftead of Supplicating, proceeded to didate, and grew at 
length to fuch a height of temerity, that adminiftration 
could not, for its own credit, go as far as it might incline, 
to gratify their expeftations : that was the tax to be wholly 
abolifhed, it would not either excite their gratitude or re- 
eftabliib their tranquillity 5 they would fet the abolition tm 
the account, not of the lenity, but of the fears of govern- 
ment; and upon a fuppofition that we were to be terrified 
into any conceflion, they would make freih demands, and 
rife in their turbulence, inftead of returning to their duty. 
Experience had fatally provied this to be their difpofition : • 
we repealed the ftamp-a£t, to comply with their defires, 
but they have neither learnt obedience or moderation there- 
by ; on the contrary, our lenity has encouraged them to 
infult our authority, to difpute our rights, and aim at in-^ 
dependent government. While therefore the Americans deny 
our power to tax them, is it proper for us to acquiefce in 
the argument of illegality, and by the repeal of the whole 
law to give up the power? Such a condud would be ta 
betray ourfelves out of compliment to them, and through a 
wi(h of rendering more than juftice to America, refign th^ 
cpntrolling fupremacy of England. 

Thefe arguments did . not . pafs without animadverfion 
from the other fide of the houfe. The minifters, faid the 
pppofition, condemn the conceffions of their predeceiTors, 
yet they begin themfelves byconceffion, with this only 
difference, th^t their's is without grace, benignity, op 
policy, and that they yield after a vexatious ftruggle, It 
was obferved, that a partial repeal, inftead of producing any 
t^ncfit to the mother-country, would be a real grievance, 

B 4 ^ certain 
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a certain cxpcnce to ourfelves, as well as a fource of peroe- 
tual difcontents to the colonies.* By continuing the trifling 
tax upon tea, while we take off the duties upon painters 
colours, paper and glafs, we keep up the whole eftablifh-r 
ment of cuftom-houfes in America, with their long hydrar 
headed train of dependents, and yet cut off tHe very chan- 
nels through which their voracious appetites are to be glutr 
ted. The tea duty, it was afferted, would by no iffean^ 
anfwer the expence of collefting it, and the deficiencies 
xnuft of courfe be made up out of the fevenue of this 
country. 

9 

It plainly appears, that the objefl: pf the minifter was 
not that of revenue, but by the moft fecret and apparentr 
3y unimportant fteps, to obliterate from the minds of the 
Americans, thofe horrid ideas which they had formed of 
internal taxation ; and in effeaing this, an effeptial fer* 
vice was meant to be rendered to the Eaft India Company^ 
w.ho felt very fcnfibly the diminution of their exports to 
America. In the year 1768, they had exported to that 
continent teas to the value c? 132,000!. the next yeaf^ 
their exports declined to 44,000 1. whilft theyftill continued 
to leffen in the fame rapid manner. This was an evil of 
fuch a magnitude, as to forct itfelf upon the minifter's at- 
tention. The. company paid a duty of 25 per cent, on 
their exported teas, which greatly inhanced the price at 
the market, and enabled the Dutch to fupply the colonies 
much cheaper : this duty was therefore difcontinued, where- 
by the price of teas, in America, was fo materially re- 
duced, that it was prefumed the continuing of the duty of^ 
three pence per pound weight on that commodity, would be 

entirely overlooked. 

, " ' ' ' 

Before 
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Before this bill had pafied the lower houfe, Mr. Georgs 

Grehville brought in a bill *, ^ntitkd, " An Ad for regu^' 

]atihg die proceedings of the houfe of Commons on con^ 

troverted eIe£Hpns<*' The regulations qaade thereby, were^- 

jhat inftead of bringing the meri;:s erf" a contefted eleflioiK 

before a general committtee of the houfe, upon a petitioiv 

being received, a day fhould be appointed to hear the 

merits^ and for the petitioners, their witneffes, and counfel 

to attend. On the day appointed, the houfe fhould be 

pounted, and if it was found not to haye one hundred memr 

bers prefent, the bufinefs fhould fland over until fo many 

were ailembled : at which timp the names of the members 

in the houfe, were to be put into fix boxes, or glafTes, to be 

dra^ alternately, and read by the fpeaker, until forty- 

Uitfe are drawn ; the fitting member, and petitioner, may 

l^lfo nominate one each. Lifts of the forty-nine medoberc^ 

%hus fele^ed, are then to be given to the parties, who, with the 

plerkof the houfe of commons, are to withdraw, and to 

ftrike off one alternately, beginning 6n the part of the 

petitioner, till the number be reduced to thirteen j whoj^ 

with the two nominees, are to be fworn a fele<9: committ^^ 

to determine the matter in difpute ; being invefted with every 

requifite power for the obtaining information ; and on their 

report the houfe fhall either confirm or alter, the return, 

or iffue a new writ for a frefh eleftion. This bill was not 

relifhed by the miniftry, but as the fenfe of the houfe went 

with it^ itpajTed into a lawf. 

The 

• March 7. 17701 

t During the n^xt feiHon of parliament, the benefit of tUis aft bc- 
fcajne apparent. A contefted eleftion for the borough of New Shore- 
ham being brought before the feleft conwiU^c, a long eftabli(hed plan 
of corruption, which had prevailed in that borough, was revealed. 
1% cpnfequcnce of a report made to the houfe^ a bill was framed to 

incapacitate 
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The^ regalatimis eftiU>li(bed by thi^ ad, effectually pit« 
vented powerful intereft and perfonal partiality determining 
the fate of a controverted election, without regarding the 
merits of the cafe, or the condud of the candidates. Such 
proceedings had prevailed, in perverilon of equity, and 
to the difgrace of the houfe. From henceforth the deci- 
fions of parliament, in regard to contefted eleSions, were 
the refult of deliberate and unprejudiced examination. 

This was the laft public fervicc which Mr. Geo. Grtn^ 
ville rendered his country : he clof^d an a£live and labo- 
rious life, on the 30th of July following, in the fifty- 
eighth year of his age. Perhaps no other man ever filled fo 
many of the great departments in government. After being 
for fome years a cpmmiifioner of the admiralty, he prefided 
at that board for a (hort time, which he quitted to become 
iccretary of ftate ; he was afterwards firft lord of the trea^- 
fiiry and chancellor of the exchequer. The naval depart- 
ment is much indebted to hinx fqr mai^y whole(onie rules, 
a^id the whole body of feamen for a very falutary law which 
xegujated the payment of their wages, and which put an 
end to many grievoMS frauds and abufes whi^h qfed to at-n 
tend fuch payments *. The talents of th]s ftatefman were 
rather ufeful than fplendid -, better fitted to correct s^bufes i^ 

incapacitate eigl)ty-9iie ffe^m^n of Sjhqreh^gn, by name^ to votit at 
cleflioDS of members to ferve in parliament, and for the preventing 
bribery and corruption in that borough ; and an addreft was roted to' 
bis Majefty, that the Attorney-general ihouid be dire6lcd to profecute 
five, who were the principal agents in the regular fale of the borough. 

This a£l was made perpetual in the year 1774* contrary to the ii^n 
clination of the minifteri who again oppofed it ftrenu9uf!y^ 

• 31 George II, 



|he internal government of the ftate, than to conduA the 
affairs of a great empire, in fltuations peculiarly intricate. 
During Mr. Pittas brilliant adminiftration, Mr. George 
Grenville oppofed the meafures then purfued, altho' fram- 
ed by the hufband of his lifter ; but his laboured refearches 
were conftantly nullified, by the emanations of Mr. Pitt's 
enlightened mind *• The meafures refpeoling the American 
colonies, which were adopted and carried into cffe& dur^ 
ing Mr. Grenville's ihort adminiftration, it is not our 
bufinefs to fpeak of here ; let it fuffice to fay, that the inte- 
grity of his condu£l, and his zeal to promote the welfare 
of his country, remain unimpeached« 

Meanwhile, the city of London having taken the lead 
in every meafure, which oppofed the conduct of the houfe 
of Commons, in feating Col. Luttrell as member for Mid- 
fdlefex, and excluding Mr. Wilkes, could not quietly be- 

* No orator ever mpre fully poflb(re4 the talent of turning the edge 
pf an aiitagonift*s arguinent by a fpoitiye Tally, than this Engliih De- 
fnofthene*. Whilft he was leading minifter in the houfe of Commons, 
Mr. Grenyill^ oppofed a meafure, which was carrying thro* that houfe, 
by afking, where we fliould find men ? where we ihould find money ? 
^here we ihould find ihips ? Sec. In the midfl of thefe interrogations, 
the ininiftef arofe from hi^ feat, and witl) a dignified pleafantry ex- 
claimip^y 

Tell me^ gentle fhephprd| where j 

deliberately talked out of the houfe. In confequence of which incU 

dent, Mr. Grenville was known by the appellation of " the gentle 

ihepherd** for many years, Mr. Pitt treated his brother-in-law as a 

dull fyftematic politician, whofe attention was direfted to minute ob- 

jeAs, being incapable of forming a noble and comprehenfive plan of 

policy. He reprefented him as coming with his dog's-eared ftatates 

to ji debate. Mr. Burke, fome few years after, alluding to this re- . 

mark, made by the oracle of the fenate, talked of having fludied " till ^ 

i^ had made d^'t ears in the ftatute books/' 

hold 
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Md that great aational qu^ftion likely to be padei 0v^ 
without any farther difcuflion. Mr, Beckford,, who was, 
jdicn a fecond time lord mayor;, had ever beea diftinguiihed; 
for the warm mamier in which he maintained the right* 
.of the people to ichoofe their reprejfentatives without any 
control of parliament. The livery of London were con* 
vened in Conynoh Hall, and it was there refolved to pre-^ 
feat an bumiU addrefs, remonftrance, and petition to his, 
majefty, in the names of the lord mayor, aldermen,^ and li* 
«^ry of the city of London, prayii>g for a diflblution of 
IMLrliament, and tho reinoval of evil minifters *. In this 
piece, the title and contents of which feemed at variance, 
great freedom and fpirit were indulged. His majefty wa§ 
tiierein told, " that under the fame fecfet and malign infiii- 
^ce, which thro' each fucceiEve adminiftr^ion has de? 
ieated every good, and fuggefted every bad intention, the^ 
majority of the houfe of Commons have deprived his people 
of their deareft rights. They have done a deed more ruin- 
pus in its confequences, than the levying of fhip-money by 
Qharles the Ift, or the difpenfmg power affumed by Jaiaes 
the lid, a deed which muft vitiate all the future proceedr 
ings of this parliament ; for the ads of the legiflature itfelf 
can no more be valid without a legal houfe of Commons, 
than without a legal Prince upon the throne. Reprefen- 
tatives of the people are effential to the making of laws, 
and there is a time when it is morally demonftrable that 
men ceafe to be reprefentatiyes. That time is now arrived. 
The prefent houfe of Commons do not reprefent the people. 
We. awe tp your majefty an obedience, under the reftric-r 
tioa of th& laws, for the calling and duration of parlia-. 
ments ; and your majefty owes to us, that our reprefenta-- 
tion, free from the force of arms or corruption, ibould be 

* March 17. i770« 
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preferved to us iri parliament. It was for this We fuccefi-j- 
fully ftruggle4 under James the lid, for this we feated, and 
have faithfully fupported your majefty's family on the 
throne. Under James the lid, the people complained that 
the fitting of parliament was interrupted, becaufe it was 
not corruptly fubfervient to his defigns : we complain 
now, that the fitting of this parliament, is not interrupted, 
becaufe it is corruptly fubfervient to your majefty's mini- 
ftcrs. We call God and man to witnefs, that as we do not 
owe our liberty to thofe nice and fubtle diftin£ljons, which 
places, penfions, and lucrative employments have invented, 
fo neither will we be deprived of it by them ; but, as it 
was gained by the ftern virtue of our anceftors, by the vir* 
tuc of their defcendants it fliall be preferved.*' 

His majefty, in his anfwer, told them, *' that he ihould 
always be ready to receive the requefts, and to liften to 
the complaints of his fubjedts ; but it gave him great con- 
cern to find, that any of them ftould have been fo far mif- 
led, as to ofFer him an addrefs and rcmonftrance, the con- 
tents of which he could not but confider as difrefpeftful to 
him, injurious to his parliament, and irreconcileable to 
the principles of the conftitiitlon." 

The day on which this addrefs was delivered, the earl of 
Chatham made a motion in the houfe of Lords for an ad- 
drefs to tbe throne, praying his majefty to diflblve the par- 
liament. He ft^ted the public difcon tents in England, Ire- 
land, and America ; affirmed, that tbe people had no confi- 
dence in the then fubfifting houfe of Commons ; and fliewed, 
from the fituatidn of public affairs, the great neceffity of hav- 
ing a parliament, in wbom the people could place a proper 
confidence. The motion was overruled by a great majority. 

The 



The next day a member in the houfe of Commons moVed 
to addrefs the king, praying, that a cppy of the city ad- 
drefs, as well as his majefty's anfwer, might be laid before^ 
the houfe* A very animated debate enfucd. The lord 
mayor, who was one of the members for the city, inftead of 
ihrinking from the conteft, avowed the part he had taken in 
the remonftrance, maintained the propriety of it, and de-^* 
clared, that he (hould ever glory in it. Mr. trecotfcick, 
another city member, and the two iheriiFs, Mr. Townfend 
and Mr. Sawbridge, who were members^ fupported their 
chief magiftrate agj^inft the weight of the houfe; they juf^ 
tified the language ufed to his majefty, and declared them- 
felves ready to enter into the merits of that tranfaftlon. This 
brought on a long and animated debate, in which tbe right 
of the fubjed tb petition the throne was difcuffed j and the 
houfe was much divided in fentiment, not only concerning 
%he propriety of the city of London prefentirig a petition to 
the throne, for the purpofe of cenfuring the conduft of the 
Commons of Great-Britairi, bat more particularly con* 
cerning the expreflions made ufe of in their rehionftrance J 
and many members, who approved of this mode of con- 
veying to the royal ear the grievances of the people, repro-^ 
bated the terms made ufe of on this occafion. Others, With 
great animation, endeavoured to ftir up the houfe to infli^ 
.fome fignal punilbment on the principal inftigators to a cor-^ 
porate acl, which, they faid, had denied the authority of par- 
liament, infulted the throne, and was performed with all 
the circumftances of tumultuous parade ; which tended to 
terrify the minds of the peaceable, and inflame th6 paffions 
of every mifguided member of the community. The mo* 
tion for^n addrefs was at length carried by a great majo-« 
rity, and when in confequence thereof the remonftrance 
was laid before the houfe, after the journals and other ire- 
cords had been examined, the hQufe pafT^d a refolution to 

addrefa 
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addrcfs his majefty, and to confer with the Ldrds to obtain 
their concurrence thereto ; which being readily given, the 
addrefs was prefented on the 23d of March. It acknow- 
ledged the right of the fubjeft to petition the throne, but 
cenfured, very feverely, the indifcreet manner in which this 
right had been exercifed by the city of London ; the direct 
tendency of which was, to difturb the peace of the king- 
dom, and fubvert all lawful authority. Many people ex- 
peded, that frefh inftances of expulfion and incapacitation 
would have enfued, but more moderate meafures prevailed, 
and, with the addrefs, the bufinefs was difmiiTed^ 

Whilft this conteft was carried on between the rcprefen- 
tative body and their conftituents, caufes of difTenfion arofe 
in Ireland, between the houfe of Commons there, and the 
lonl lieutenant; A new parliament had met, and it had 
ever been cuftomary on thofe occafions, fince the reign of 
Henry VII. for a money-bill to be framed in the privy- 
council of that kingdom, ai^d from thence brought into 
parliament ; the obje£l of which was, not to raife any n^a- 
terial fupply, but to fecure to government the mere form of 
a right derived from Poyning*s law, which was never meant 
to be exercifed for any purpofe of revenue, and was repug- 
nant to the eftabliihed conftitution of both kingdoms j 
one of the fundamental pripciples of which being, that all 
money-bills ihall originate in the houfe of Commons. On 
this ground the bill was reje£ied ; but to fliew that its re- 
ycSdoii arofe from a diflike of the mode, not from a relucr 
tance to grant the requifite aids, another money-bill was 
framed by the houfe, which made ample provifion for go- 
vernment *, and was pafled .with great unanimity. A bill 
for augmenting the land forces, from 12,000 to 15,000 men, 

* Upwards of two miilibtts of moocy were granted fortwo jrears. 

had 



hid tieen beFore pslKei ; whiereop?^ Lord Tom\Siktnd^ tfte 
lord 4fetfte^J(nt, dtelitcrcd a fjpccch to both boafesi, inwhick 
fie thaaiktd tbem for their. liheraKty^ but expreSed Bxoitg 
teftnttineht at the rejedion of the privy council moftiejr-bili 
in thfe houfe 6f Commons ; which he coniidered as iacroach:^ 
ing tip6n the rights of the crown^ and entered a fortnal 
I^o1*en: agaifift it in the houfe of lords ; and to puniih tha 
kfti)gdom for thisadl of teilicrity in their rcprefentatives, he 
ftiddenly jrrorogued the parliament to a lortg day j whereby 
a great i^ri€?ty of public aftd private bdfinefs, eflential to 
the interefls of the community at large; as wdl as to indi?^ 
viduals, was at once fufpended. Such ^n unexpected ftrokef 
thre^ the whole kingdom into confufioh* . 

• / 

• 

The raiftority in the Englifli.hoiife of Cdmmoiis ief 
icMittd with great {^itlt on this tranifa&ion $ tk^ coj&dbift 
of g&vefnillbht wis cenfured wfth freedom : it was charged 
Ti^ith havihg cajoled the par&ment of Irelabd b\it txf a 
'ia%e ?lim df nftkiey, for the ^jurpofe 6f obtainihg.a niilhary 
a^ghjentatlon ki a time of profouhd peace^ THii^chcimdbft 
Jemanded the fttifteft enquiry. ... \ , : . 

- r - 

- Thg rhiflifti-y deffe^ded the conduft of the lord Keute^rf 
Aantjby rdpi*eferitiftg thelrMh houft of Coiiim<Jiii t4 rA^a 
rng fefoluHohs repugnant to Poyriitig's lawj anil ysf d^atf^' 
fhbverfii^edf Oui- authdri-ty ov^r Ireland, wJiieh warranctfd 
the cWftig'atdry meaftitis which had been afterwards taten t^ 
miHlldate a fenfe-of-their'du^.- The mariner of thfe prorb-, 
gdffoh df the'pktVfStmm^rWiv^ feid m be'fijttijorted^bth *y 
pfa:dden?'fei<ifd tfejifbif . The fti^rtty of die' Wftfeddfainei 
ih^ v^idity of the jaftifit^ioir. . ' , : . 
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Notwithftanding the fpeech from the throne at opcnine 
the feffioh had fecoriimendfed the affaFf s of America 'to the 



attention 
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attention of both bouies, and that before the rifijig of ptir* 
liement news had arrived of an affray, attended with very 
ferious confequenCes^ having happened at Bofton^ between 
the king's troops and the townfmen * j and that the oppo« 
fition in both boufes repeatedly preffed for fuch enquiries^ 
yet miniftry ftudioufly avoided bringing tbe bufinefs un- 
fier difcuffion, and the feifi^n was clofed Qd the nineteenth 
pf May^ 

The expence of the fcrvlces for the year 1770^ amounted 
*or 7j455,0421. For the land foices in Great-Bri- 
tain) &c* confifting of 17,1666 effddive nxen, ordnance^ 
and every contingency of the army, 1^561,681!. The 
farther funi of 235,266 1. was voted to make good a debt of 
laft year on army extraocd<inaries« For the navy, being 
16,000 ficaoaen, includiAg42S7 marines, 1^522,067!* Foi^ 
maintaining the civil government in the different provinces 
of North America, and incidental expences, 18,760!. One 
million eight hundred thouiand pounds in exchequer bills^' 
difcharged. Five thoufand pounds was voted to the in- 
habitants of Barbadoes, to enable them to cleanfe their 
channel, repair the mole^ aind render their harbour moT6 
iafe and commodious: 5^011 1. to make gpod the de-^ 
ficieacy of grants for the preceding year : 45,565 1. to the 
landgrave of Heffe CafTel for expences incurred during the 
late war ik Grermany, as reported by the commiiSoners 
appointed tp examine and fla<te fuch claims^ and demands ^ 
a millioii and a half capital ftock, of three and a half per 
cent, annuities^ pftabliflied 29th Geo. II. (1756) was re- 
deemed and paid off at par > and 9 navy debt of lOQjOobh 
was difchargedy 

* Match 5> »^.?o* 
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' To male good tBcfe fupplies the land tax was continued 
at three fliillings in the pound j the malt tax was eftimated 
at 700,0001. One million eight hundred thoufand pounds 
Was raifed by exchequer bills, which was equivalent to 
the fum dffcharged ; 400,000!. which the Eaft-India 
company had ftipulated to pay annually, in refpeft to 
the territorial acquilitions and revenues lately obtained! 
in the Eaft; the two quarterly receipts from the fink- 
ing fund, ending January 5, and April 5, 1770, which 
amounted together to 1,072,615!. were charged upon the 
aids and fupplies; likewife 13,596!. remaining in the 
exchequer, April 5^ over and above the furplu^ of the 
fmking fund ; and 55,495!- in the hands ot the pay- 
mafter-general of his Majefty*s" forces. Five hundred 
thoufand pounds was raifed by a lottery, for which the 
next year was to be charged in payment of the prizes to an 
equal amount. The produce of the finking fund was an- 
ticipated in the fum of 1,700,000!. The whole amount 
of ways and means was 7,794,224!. and exceeded the eftl- 
mate of fupplies by 344,182 1. 

Such wasthe firft inftance of the hew financier's abilities, 
towards -alleviating the national burdens. With the afiiftance 
which government received from the Eaft-India company, 
a large fum from the paymafter-general, and anticipating 
the produce of the finking fund, the minifter paid ofF a 
million and a half of the national debt, and reduced tw0 
millions and a half of four per cent ftocks * to three per 

* * This was part of twelve mUHons borrowed In i76«, forwhick 
' four per^fent. intereft was to be paid for 19 years, after which timey tKe 
ftock wasHp be reduced to three per cent, per annum ; the fubfcribert 
wererffarther gratified with one per cent, on the loan for a very long 
term. The. minifter therefprC; gave 81, for an annuity of aos. per- 
>linn. fpr ^j^iven ^ears, 

cent* 
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Cent, by allowing the holders 81. foreVefy hiindfcd pound 
ftock irt two lottery tickets; reckoning the tickets at 
I4I. each, and fellirtg them to fuch ftockholders at 10 1. 
6ach. By this rcduftion 25^0061. per annum Was faVcd 
to the nation in intereft ; but^ as the whole produce of the 
lottery was diftributed into prizes which were to be paid in 
money, and as the half million which they amounted to 
was applied to the current fervicc of the year, the liational 
debt was increafed half a million ; and reckoning the in* 
tereft thereupon at three and a half per cent, government, 
continued to pay to the public 17,500!. per annum ; fo 
that in confequence of that tranfa£tion, 7)500 1. was faved 
in the annual intereft of the national debt, and a year's in-* 
tereft for half a million. 

» 

A fewdays after the rifing of parliament, another humble 
addrefs, rcmonftrancc, and petition of the lord mayor, 
aldermen and common-council of the city of London, 
was prefented to his majefty j which exprefled the deep 
concern which the city of London felt, at the awful fen- 
tence of cenfure lately pafled upon it, in his majefty's 
anfwer from the throne ; and after recapitulating the grie- 
vances complained of in former addreffes, it conrcluded with 
a prayer to heaven, that his majefty might reign, as kings ♦ 
only can reign, in and by the hearts of a loyal, dutiful, 
and free people. 

His majefty in his anfwer told them, that he IhouM 
have been wanting to the public, as well as tohimfelf, if 
he had not exprefled his diflatisfa£tion at the late addrefs. 

m 

After which the lord mayor requefted leave to reply,' which 

being granted, his lordfhip addreficd his fovereign, and 

•f • 

* It is to be prefumed that kings of England are here meant. 
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pegged legve to declare in his royal prcfence, on behalf of 
his fellow-citizens, how mjich the bare appr^henfioa of 
his maiei^y's difple^fure would, at all times, afFc<a their 
miods; the declaration. of which had filled them with in- 
expreffibl? anxiety, and with the deepeft affli(ftion. He fup-: 
plicated his majeily not to difmifs them from his prefence . 
without fome comfort, and profpeS at leaft of redrefs. No 
anfwcr being returned^ the lord mayor and thofe who ac^* 
companied him wilhdrew.^ 

The birth of a princefs occafioned the city of Lojwlon ^ 
preiient 2^ congratulatory addrefs to his majefty on tbjrt 
^ vent, a week after j when the lord chamberlain acquainted 
the lord mayor,, that as his lordfliip thought fit to fpeak tc^ 
his majefty after his anfwer to the late remonftrancc, he wa» 
dircSed to inform him, as it wa? unufual, his majefty de- 
fired that nothing of that kind might happen for the future^ 
7*hiswas theUftpublic tranCadlionin which Mr. Bsckford 
Tyas engaged. He died three weeks after of a fever. As h^ 
poflefled a very ample fortune,, was fplendid ^nd n^uaificent^ 
in his manner of living, had aftrong and agreeable elocu^- 
tion, and fteadUy oppofed the meafures of the couft, b^ 
^as. greatly refpe^ed and confided in. His inilueiicje wa% 
exerted* to check and reftrain the jarring interefts whiclv 
prevailed among the leaders of oppofition in the.city^ A 
ibicety had been formed under the title of " The Supporters; 
•f the Bill of Rights,'* one principal obje6l of which was 
to exonerate Mr. Wilkes from his debts. Soon after Mr. 
BeckA)rd'$ death, violent difientions broke* out ; m^ny of 
the members feceded, and called themfelves *' The Confti* 
tutional Society.'^ Thefe two bodies of men ente^s^inec^ 
a hearty contempt for each other, and the obje& of pro**, 
i^ring redrefs of the violated rights of the eleftors of Great* 

fifitainji. 
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Britain, which had at firft united tfacm^ feettred l&ft in pri- 
tate ^0imofities. 



Lord Chatham, who had ftrenuoufly exerted himfelf to*- 
wards the clofe of the feffion, had predifteti, that a great 
blow either was, or would foon be ftruck, in fome part 
of the world. The event proved how well that confum- 
Aiate ftatefflian was acquainted with the refdlutions which 
were formed in foreign cabinets, for in the month of June, 
4770, a fquadron of Spanifli fliips failed from Buenos 
Ayres, for the purpofe of feizing upon Falkland's Iflands, 
where the Englifli afew years before had made a fettlement, 
Vy ere£ling a fort which^ they called Egmont, arid where 
t?wofloops then lay. The Spanifh commander, Don Ma* 
dariaga, fummoned the fort to furrender to the catholic 
king; which being refufed, he proceeded to poffefs himfelf 
of it by force of arms. Captain Farmer, who commanded 
in the fort, having remonftraled in vain agairifl: the infult 
which was offered the king his mafter, in a time of profound 
peace, was obliged to fubmit. A capitulation was figncd^ 
after which the captain and garrifon were detained in port 
twenty-nine days, and the rudder of his Clip taken away^ 
^efore he was permitted to return home. 

Thefe iflands are fituated to the eaftward of the ftraits 
«f Magellan, and are the moft defolajte and dreary 
«f habitable regions, although not fo high in fouth- 
«rn latitude, as the ifland of Anglefea lies to the north j 
but many rcafons inducfed our court to form a fettlement 
there. It was in contemplation to encourage a whale 
iifliery in thofe fouthem regions from North America, 
and the ^offeflion of thisi fpot was thought beneficial for 
the purpofe of exploring the South Sea, which at that time 
jvas ^ favourite |)urfuit. The French had claimed thefe 

Q 5 iflands. 



iilands, in confcqi|ciice of M. dc Bougainville having 
vifited them before Commodore Byron ; he gave them the 
name of Malounes, and his court transferred the tight 
therein to the Spaniards; but the Englifli claim was 
founded uppn a difcoycry made of tbcm ii> tl^fe reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, 

That the court <^ Spain ihould look with a jealout 
eye on a fettlement made by the Englifli, in a part of 
the world where the Spaniards had excluded all other 
nations, is no ways furprifing; but that fl^e {houl4 
be hardy enough to deprive us by force of that pof- 
feffion, in violation of the peace which then fubfifted, 
and when flie had fo lately felt the force of our arms in 
every quarter of the world> which in lefs than a twelve^ 
month had opened to themfelves a way to all her refources of 
Vealth J that flie ^ould rifque the irritating of fuch a power, 
argued great temerity ; an utter oblivion of the moderation 
and lenity which didated the laft peace on the part of 
Great-Britain, and a full perfuafion that her late viaoriousf 
adverfary, from fome fecret cauf^, operating firongly on 
every department of the flate, was fiink into a condition, 
which made her no longer dreaded. It was remarked, that 
the expedition againft Port Egmont did not appear to have 
been a fudden ill-concerted enterprize, but to have been 
conduaed not only with the ufqal military precautions/ 
but in all the forms and ceremonies of war. A frigate wa^ 
lirft employed to examine the ftrength of the place,' a 
^ meffage was then fent by, Don Francifco Buccarelli, the 
* governor of Buenos Ayres, demanding immediate poffeffion 
in the catholic king's name, and ordering our people to 
depart ; at laft a military force appeared, and compelled out 
garrifon to furrenden 
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News of this expedition arrived at Cadiz the latter end 
of Asguft, immediately upon which Mr. Harris, owxchargi 
ies affiaires at the court of Madrid, fent advice of this tranf- 
aflion to Lord Weymouth, fecretary of ftate, which ar- 
rived about the fame time that the Prince de MafTerano, the 
Spanifh ambaflfador, bad acquainted his lordfliip, that he 
had good reafon to believe his catholic ma}efty's governor 
of Buenos Ayres, had taken upon *him to make ufe of 
jbrce, in<orderto diifpf^iTefs the Engl ifh of their fettlement 
at Port Egmont in Falkland's Iflands ; adding, that he 
was directed to make this communication, to prevent the 
bad confequences which might arife from its coming 
through other hands 5 and exprefling hiswiflies, that what- 
ever the event at Port Egmont might be, in confequence 
of a flep of the' governor, taken without any particular 
inftrudion from his castholij^ majefty, it might not be pro^ 
du£^ive of meafures at this court, dangerous to the good 
urtderftanding which (iibfifted between the two crowns. 
Lord Weymouth hereupon aiked the ^mbafTador, if he 
was ordered to difavow the conduct of M. Buccarelli the 
governor; which* was anfwered in the negative, untij 1^ 
'^uid hear from Madrid^ 

When Mr. Harris applied to M. de Grim^ldi, the 
prime minifter of Spain, for a difavowal of this hoftile pror 
ceeding, his anfwer was very unfatisfaftory : he faid, the 
Britifh court had reafon to forefee fuch an event would 
happen, fmcc our eftablifhment there was Dptorjoufly difr 
approved by Spain. He could not, he faid, blame the con- 
diift of M. Buccarelli, as it.was founded on the laws of 
America; but added, that his catholic majefty was very 
d^tfirous of peace, having fo little to gain and fo much tp 
lofe by a war j therefore he would avoid it at any rate con- 
liitent with his own honour, and the welfare of his people. 
* *'. C 4 Ap4 
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A few days lifter he acquainted Mn Harris^ tfa«t the 
king, his mafter^ was refolved to do every thuig in hi$ 
power to terminate tl^is a^siir in an amicable manner; that 
therefore he admitted our demand, and that he alTented. tp 
it in every point confiftent with his honour, which, z$ well 
as ours, was to be confidered : that however, as this mat- 
%cr could only be determined in London, and fiot at Ma« 
drid, orders had been given to Prince Maflerano to lay be- 
fore Lord Weymouth the feveral ideas which had beeii 
fuggefted on this head ; and as they only differed in the 
terms, and not efTentially, he trufted fome one qf them 
^ould be adopted. 

Prince Mafferano, on receipt of his defpatches, propofed 
a convention between the two crowns, in which he fliould 
difavow, in the name of the king htsmafter, any particular 
orders given tp M. Buccareili upon this occafioil; at the 
fame time that he acknowledged him tCkSiSt agreeably to his 
general inftru£lions, and to his oath as governor; the 
reftitutlon of Falkland's Illands was to be then^by acceeded 
to, without any injury to his catholic m^jefty's right ta 
thofe iflands ; but the king of Great-Britain was at the 
fame time called upon to difavow on his part, a menace 
of one of his captains, which was faid to have occafioned 
the fteps taken by the Spanifh governor. . 

This mode of adjufting the difference by convention, wa* 
Teje£led, as totally inadmiffible ; notwithftanding which, 
our miniftry did not defpair of an accommodation at the 
time when the parliament met *. Indeed, before the news 
of the capture of Port Egmont had been officially known, 
Sixteen fail of the line had been put into commiiSon; Ad-? 
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mit^\ Keppel was appointed to eommand the fleet, and 
prefs warrants were ifitted out for manning k. The people 
pf England are ever rea<]y to draw the fword, when either 
jtheir inhered, or their honour appears to be attacked. On 
this occafion the nation felt itfelf infulted, and called for 
vengeance ; but our national ftrength was not found ade- 
quate to ^reat utldertakings; our navy, the pride and the 
proteSion of Englafnd, during an eight year's peace, had 
been fuffered to fall into decay ; and when the furveyor of 
the navy, to whom, under the firft lord of the admiral ty^ 
this important trtaft was committed, found his delinquency 
revealed, he eluded the refentment of his country by a fud- 
den death. The failors, who had been ever ready in 
former contefts to embark in a war with Spain, were now 
backward to engage. in the fervice 5 this was chiefly owing 
to the ill-treatment which both the foldiers and failors re- 
ceived who went on the expedition againft the Havannah, 
the laft and moft deftruftive fervice in the late war; in 
which, the common men received fcarce any proportion of 
the vaft wealth which was acquired ; owing to a fecret re- 
gulation being fettled at home, before the expedition fet 
forward, by which the commander in chief of the fleet and 
army, were to receive one third, inftead of one eighth of the 
prize money *. 

In the king's fpeech, it was obferved, that "the honour 
pf the crown, and the rights of the people, were deeply 
affe&ed by an aft of the governor of Buenos Ayrcs.'* This 
.expreflSion was much animadverted upon, and the minifter 

* This ilipulation was one of the firft z€t% of the roiniftry whd 
Succeeded Mr/ Pitt^ and ftamps an indelible difgrace on ail concerned* 
It was a flagrant a^ of injuftice to make a fecret bargain, Nt^hereby 
abjooo men were deprived of their hard- earned reward. 

Li was 
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was feyer.e1y cenfjured both in parliament and without 
doors, for caufing his royal mafter to reprefent to his peo- 
flc^ an open zSt of hoftility authorifed by the catholic 
king> as an ad of a governor. Nor were the fubfequent. 
parts of the fpeech lefs criticifed : this a6l, it was faid, to 
avoid the mention of a regular fiege and fuirender, pafTes 
under the piratical defcription of feizing by force^ and the 
thing taken is defcribed not as part of the king's territory^ 
or proper dominion, but merely as << a pofleffion }'* a word 
exprefsly chofen in contradiction to, and exclufive of, the 
idea of right. But the caution ufed in the manner uf 
wording the fpeech, may be very well defended. Our right . 
to^ the wretched fpot for which we contended, had ever . 
been difputed by Spain* When Lord Anfon returned from 
his circumnavigation of the globe, he recommended a fet- 
tlement being made on Pepy's or Falkland's Ifiands which 
would actually have been carried into execution, but for 
the remonftrances made by the court of Spain ( in com- 
pliance with which it was totally laid afide, until Lord 
£gmont was placed at the head of the admiralty, in 1764* 
a nobleman, whom one of the ableft advocates for the conr 
iuSt of adminiftration in this bufinefs, defcribes as pof- 
felEng a vigorous and ardent mind ; whofe knowledge was 
cxtenfive, and whofe deilgns were magnificent j but who 
had fomewhat vitiated his judgment, by too much indul- 
gence of jomantic projects and airy fpeculatiops. But 
however this may be, the new fettlement was made with 
great caution, the commapdifig officer at Po|-t Egmont 
being intruded, to warn off any other European power 
who might attempt to make a fettlement on Falkland's 
Hands ; but if he found any already eftablifhed there, he 
was then to make a joint fettlement with fuch, if they re- 
fufed to depart after due warning j referring the decifion of 
right to their two fovercigns. 

Theic 
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Tliere appears to be a moderation, not unmixed vrlA. 
firmnefs, in adminiftration, during this conteft; which 
renders the conduft purfued on this occafion, diiSmilar t6 
that which has been adopted on all our difputes with Spain^ 
in former reigns : if it did not refemble the fpirited attacks 
made by Queen Elizabeth, as foon as fhe difcovered the 
intentions of the Spanifli monarch, it was equally unr 
like theabjeiSt: condefcenfions of her pufillanimousfuccefTor. 
It had nothing of the greedy thirfl: of fpoil which led Crom-» 
well to wage an unjuft war with Spain, nor of that deci- 
five bold|iefs, which at one ftroke made us matters of her 
•navy in the reign of George L but then it was as fre&from 
any thing like Wal pole's felfifli indifference to the interefts 
of the nation. The conteft was not for dominion, or for 
any valuable commercial object, but for a point of honour ; 
whether we Ihould hold a barren ifland, in the vicinity of 
the Spanifli territories, of which we had taken poffeffi^non 
the prefumption of having a prior right thereto, but which 
right, as already obferved, had ever been, difputed by 
Spaint 

^ Nor is it difficult to affign reafons for this moderation 
in the Britifli cabinet. It feems to have been a fettled 
principle from the very commencement of the prefent reign, 
to keep clear of foreign war as much as poffible. The long 
reign of George II. was confidered as having thrown top 
much weight into the fcale of the people ; it was reprefented, 
by thofe who poffeffed the royal confidence, that a turbulent 
fadious fpirit was gone forth; that the infolence of the 
vulgar exceeded the example of former times; that all refpefl: 
for lawful authority was loft, and the licentioufnefs of the 
prefs had levelled all diftin£lions, whether of birth, for- 
jtune, or talents, traducing with a bold effrontery the cha- 
f aflers moft enjincnt for wifdom and virtue. The body of 

the 
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the Englifb gentry in general, adopted thefe fendments, ftnd 
vrere ready to concur with the court to reftrain the violence 
^f the lower orders in the ftate : the nianners of the age 
being formed by wealth, luxury, and refinement, made 
the tumults of a mob appear more dreadful than the en-^ 
croachments of a minifter j and /he ftability which govern- 
ment feemed now to have acquired, notwithftanding the 
ilrong oppoHtion which had been formed againft it, point- 
ed out the prefent feafbn as the moft proper for introdu- 
cing internal regulations, Whilft a time of peace was ne- 
ceflary to ciFeft thefe obje&s at home, it was ftill more 
requifite, for purfuing the meafures which were thought 
expedient to bring the American colonies under due 
fubordination to the parent ftate. Thefe confiderationi^ 
probably, induced our minifters to continue the negocia- 
tion with the ambafTador and court of Spain, during the 
months of September, 0£bber, and November, At length. 
Lord Weymouth informed Mr. Harris, that from the con- 
duct of Prince Maflerano, he faw but little reafon to ex- 
pefl: an amicable termination of this affair j and ad vifed him, 
if poffible, to convey an hint of, this to the lieutenant- 
governor of Gibraltar, and the confuls at the different 
ports of Spain. The governor of Gibraltar was alfo order-f 

^d to embark immediately for that fortrefs. 

» 

Such was the pofture of affairs when the parliament ad- 
journed for the Chriftmas recefs, during which. Lord Wey- 
mouth refigned his poft, and was fucceeded by the Earl of 
Rcchford *, who, a few days after his appointment, wrote 

Mr. 

• Many pthci changes took place at the fame time ; Sir Edward 
Hawke refigned his poft> of iirft lord of the admiralty, and was 
fucceeded by the Earl of Sandwich 5 the Earl of Suffolk was appointed 
peeper of the privy-ieaJ la the room of the Earl of Halifax, who fuc- 

ceeded 
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Mr. Harris' a letter of recall -, but a moflth after» ke dk 
r^&ci him, by another letter, to return to Madrid, a^ 
there were reafons to believe, that frefK proportions of fan 
tisfad^ion would be made for the injury done* 

On the day the parliament met, after the recefs f , a 4^^ 
claration was figned by Prinze Mafleranoi, and an accept-^ 
ance thereof by the Earl of Rochford. By the .former, 
the amba&dor, in the name of his mafter, difavowed tbi) 
violence ufed at Port Egmont, and ft ijHilated that ever; 
thing fiiould be reftored there, preciiely t9 the fame ftate iift 
which they were before the red»<ftionj but at the (am^ 
time declared, that tUsr refioration was not in any wife tor 
affed the queftion of the prior right of fovereignty oveif 
thofe ifiands i a^nd,: by the acceptance, the perfbrmance q£ 
theCe ftipulations w^^ tp be confidered as a fatis£i<3:loa £oti 
the injury done to the crown of Great-Britain^ 

When the declaration and acceptance had been laid beferof 
parliament, an addrefs was prefented, for copies of alt 
claims ami ppopofitions, made by the court of Spain, re- 
laiive to Falkland's Iflaod^, from the firft fettlement of it,^ 
together with the anfwcFS* This produced nothing pre-^ 
vious to the demzfid which the governor, of Buenos AyceSL 
m«4e, 30th of Noveinber fj^ for the EagKfli to quit 

cteded Lord Sandwich af fecceiary of fiaiefor the northern departmeat. 
The great fe»l, whkb had been held by cononjiffion ever fince Lorcl; 
Camtlen was diveft^ of it, was at \&ngtU giveiLlo Mr. Bathurft, who- 
was created Bavq» ApAey^ ai»d. anointed Lord Chancellor. - Mr. Pe 
Grey waa made chief judiiee of the CoQimon Pleas ; Mr. Thurlow, at- 
torney-general s and Mr. W«ddeburne, who had b^en (li-ongly engaged. 
in oppodtiony became (blicUoF-genef al, and alfo cofferer to the queen : 
by which lalt appointments nimiftry gained a very ablc'advocate. 

t Jam zy, i77X« 
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tlie idand, and no one paper relative to the clairns ot fe- 
prefentations made by the court of Spain, fince the firft 
fcttlement there, nor the anfwer given ; and the firft of 
Lord Weymouth's Letters, which was dated September 12^ 
was marked No. 10. Neither did the papers laid before 
parliament, explain in what manner the negotiation had 
been refumed. The anfwer given to thefe enquiries was^ 
that no other papers could be found,- However, the fub- 
fequent condu£b of government proved, that there were 
fecret ftipulations on the part of Great-Britain, which the 
miniftry did not choofe (hould meet the eye of parliament. 
For, though Falkland's Iflands, Port Egmont, its forts, and 
other dependencies, were reftored to the Englifli, on the 
i6th of September 1771, in conformity to^ his catholic 
majefty's declaration, yet in 1774, orders were fent out 
for evacuating the place ; which was done accordingly, and 
no fettlement has fince been made there. The fudden re- 
fignation of Lord Weymoiith, may be fuppofcd to have 
been occafioned by his diflike of this compromife ♦. 

The condudl of Spain, throughout this tranfaSion, is 
extremely myfterious; and as our government has not 
thought fit to elucidate it, we are left to form conje«9:ures^ 
merely. The confequence, naturally to be expefted ffon> 
fuch a forcible feizure of an Englifli colony, was, an im- 

* The terms on which peace was reftored have been divulged by the 
Count de Guines, who was then the French ambaffador at the court of 
London ; who, to exculpate himfelf from charges which were brought 
againftiiim of having fp^culated in the funds, and incurred; lofles which 
he could not make good, laid open the negotiation. By his account itap-- 
pears, that the iflands were reftored to Great-Britain, on condition of 
their being afterwards evacuated 5 and to accelerate the reftoration of 
peace between the three kingdoms, our miniftry agreed, that this king-, 
domihould be the firft to difarm ; confiding in the aflurances of Fraace 
and Spain, that they would follow her example, 

mediate 
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mediate rupture with Great- Britain; irid, although tW 
Spanifh government had taken every poffible method of de- 
fending their diftant fettlements from all future attacks, yet 
that kingdom was fo unequal to a naval conteft with us, 
and the wealth annually drawn from the new world, would 
be thereby fo much hazarded, that to precipitate a war, 
appeared to be a folly of the firft magnitude. Againft thefef 
motives for a pacific fyftem in Spain, may be placed the 
national chara£ler, haughty, vindiftive and brave, which 
takes fire at any fuppofed infult, and renounces intereft at 
the call of honour. Such national propenfities to war, are 
not checked, but promoted, by the difpofition of the prefent 
monarch, who Ipves the clang of arms, although he pof- 
feff^ none of thofe talents which are neceffary to form a 
military prince ; and his antipathy to the Englifli is fup- 
pofed to have fubfifted ever fince the year 1740, when, be- 
ing king of Naples, a Britifli fleet compelled him to with- 
draw his troops from the Spanifh army, and fign ^ neu- 
trality, in order to fave his capital from deftruftion. 

The clofe connediion which fubfifted between the tvw 
branches of the houfe of Bourbon, leaves no room to doubt, 
that the court of Verfailles was to have become a party i^i 
the war, had it broke out, although the kingdom of France 
was not in a fituation to begin new broils. The mifcon* 
du£l of Louis XV th, had been the chief caufe of the do* 
feats, difgraces, and bankruptcy, which had attended tne 
laft war j as weak kings are frequently moft tenacious of 
defpotic rule, this monarch was fond of exercifing every at- 
tribute of abfolute fovereignty, and demanded from hi$ 
parliament an implicit acquiefcence in his ^diAs, Whilft 
the Engljih nation befieged th^ throne with their complaints 
againft the houfe of Commons, the French were excited 
to a ferment^ ^mQft s^s vivleiit) againft their king, for his 

authoritativo 
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authoritative control over their parlianients ; and the nohic 
ibnd which thofe affemblics made againft the mandates of 
a tyrant, was admired and refpefted by the whole nation^ 
Nor was this the only fource of difcontent againft the fove- 
leign : notwithftanding the vaft revenues of France, yet 
the intereft, payable upon the debts contrafted during the 
laft war, together with the expences of government, and of 
the crown, exceeded the income, in the beginning of the 
year X769>,upwards of three millions and a half fterling an- 
nually. By forced reduSions of intereft, which only an 
arbitrary government is able to make, but which muft in- 
evitably deftroy all confidence, and deprive the ftate of 
relief in future exigencies, confiderablefavings were made, 
and new impels on the people furniflied fome provifion for 
this annual wafte *• Although fuch was the exhaufted ftate of 
France, yet the Duke de Choifeul, who was prime minifter, 
appeared inclined to enter on a war with Great-Britain,, 
When Lord North was afked, in the houfe of Commons, 
whether iFrance had interpofed or not in our difpute with 
Spain, he did not choofe to refolve that queftion j and as 
Choifeul quitted his employments a little before the court of 
Spain cante into the terms infifted upon by the Britifh ca- 
binet, it is highly probable, that this conccffion was forceJ 
from it, by her ally having adopted anewfyftem of condu<Sl. 

The expences which Great-Britain had incitrredby p«par-« 
kig for war, wepe enormous*^ Imnsiediately on the mcetia^ 
Off parliament, fovty tfaoufaiKl: feamea were voted ; tfa^ 
charge ol wbicix^ together with the ordinary of the aavy,. 
bttiMing ai9d. rebuilding fliips, and the payment of a navp. 
^ebt; smouflted ta 30609499^ The land forces in OreaC^* 
Britain, Guernfej, and Jerfey:, weve sbgnientei to twent)i« 
three thoufend faus bundled and tbirtr-tw^ effedive maiv 
including two thoofand ofie hundred and- two. invalids^ 

* Ftict, on the dcl?ts and- resources of France. 

which. 
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which, together with the extraordinary expences of the 
army, amounted to 1,858,779 !• Thefum of 28,365!. was 
voted to the Eaft India Company, to reimburfe thein the 
expences incurred by the expedition againft the Manillas i 
and 6009 1. to the American province of New Hampfliire, 
to reimburfe it the expences of provifions and ftores to the 
troops raifed by them for the campaign of the year 1756; 
1,800,000 1. in Exchequer bills was renewed; fothat the 
whole amount of the fupplies for the year 17 71, was 
7,158,799 1. To raife which, the land-tax was fixed at 4 s, 
in the pound, and the duties upon malt were as ufual ; the 
third yearly payment from the Eaft India Company, of' 
400,0001. was applied, 200,000 1. was raifed >ty a lotter)'', 
691,977!. was drawn from the finking fund to the 5th' of 
April, being the fum remaining in the Exchequer, after the 
anticipation of the form«r year had been paid off. That 
fund was again charged with 1,650,000 1. for the current 
year, and the overplus of grants for the fervice of the pre- 
ceding year, was applied to the prefent fupply, amounting 
to 89,6581. two hundred additional hackney-coaches vfpre 
licenfed, for each of which 5 s. a week was to be paid. The 
ways and means were calculated to exceed the fupplies, 
481,0031. . 

During this fei&on of parliament, a circumftance, in it- 
felf trivial, caufed a great mifunderftanding between the 
two houfcs : Before the Chriftmas recefs, the Duke of Rich- 
mond made a motion for an addrefs for quickening our pre- 
parations, and putting our valuable pofleffions in the Weft 
Indies and the Mediterranean, in a proper ftate of defence* 
In his fpeech, he c^xpatiated on the defencelefs ftate of 
Gibraltar, when he was interrupted by a propofid being 
made, that the houfe ihould be immediately cleared ; this 
was •bjefted to, and a great clamour enfued. Eighteen 
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peers, diigufied at the proceedings of the minifterial party, 
quitted the houfein a body \ and foon after, feveral members^ 
6f the boufe of Commons, who attended at the bar of the 
houfe with a bill, were. On their delivering of it, defired to 
withdraw. Many of the peers who had withdrawn from 
the houfe of Lords, proceeded to that of the Commons, 
arid were there, when the members, who had been excluded 
the upper houfe, returned to their feats, and reprefented the 
treatnient they had juft then received. A gentleman on the 
treafury-bench hereupon moved, that the houfe fhould be 
cleared, peers and all, which, after fome oppofition, was 
carried j fo that thofe very lords, who had quitted their own 
houie in difgulF, at finding themfelves unable to prevent the 
members of the houfe of Commons being excluded from 
thence, were driven from the other houfe, by the refent- 
ment which that very exclufion had excited. Much ill 
blood was bred between the two houfes by this condud):. 
>The lords foon after ifTued ftriiSfc orders, that no perfon 
whatever fhould be admitted into their houfe for the future, 
except fuch members of the houfe of Commons as ihould 
Gome to prefent bills, and they alfo to depart as foon as 
they had made the ufual obediences. This mifunderftand- 
ing continued during the remainder of the fef£on. A pro- 
teft againft this ordei; was entered on the journals, figned by 
fixteen peers,. 

The apprehenHons of foreign war Being now removed^ 
frefli internal contentions difturbed this feafon of repofe. 
The houfe of Commons, in the cafe of the Middlefex elec- 
tion, hady themfelves, denned their own privileges, and had 
inaintained them in defiance of the clamoor and difcontent 
whic^ the nation expreffed againft a power felf-creat^d^ 
till then^ unknown in the latitude in which it was, in that 
cafe, exercifed. The alarm which this innovation had.' 
%read^ was at length fo much fubfided^ that no farther 
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comihOtiohs were to be apprehended from the eftabliihnient | 

of the precedent) when, all at once, the houfe was drawn 
into a difgraceful conteft^ not upon a national queftion9 
but with a few inconfiderable individuals, which terthi'* 
nated very unfavourably to the dignity of parliament* 

The printers 6f certain news-papers, had itiferted in thofe 
publications, what they called the fpeeches of particular 
members of the houfe of Commons : this prefumption, the 
members on whom the fpeeches were fathered, complained 
of to the houfe, and the printers were ordered to attend ) 
which order they did not think proper to comply with : the 
melTengers reported, that they had not feen the printers ; 
and the houfe made an order, that the leaving the fummons 
at the printer's houfe, fliould be deemed a fufficient hotice 
of attendance. The practice of retailing in periodical pub« 
lications the fubftance of what was delivered in parliament, 
guarded however by feigned names and a flight trailfmuta*^ 
tion of circumflances, had prevailed for near forty years $ 
and the writer, who has now rifen to the higheft eminence, 
and who, on account of the inagnitude of his conceptions, 
and great compafs of knowledge, has been ftyled^^ the Co-* 
loflus of Literature,** was one of the firft who regularly gra- 
tified the public with the debates of the fenate» Individuals 
were frequently difpleafcd with the liberty which was taken 
with their harangues, and were folicitous to confine their 
fentiments within the walls where they were delivered | 
and there are inftances, in which the houfe of Commons, 
as a body, have adopted the fentiments of fuch members, 
and ordered publifhers iftto cuftody for printing their 
fpeeches. In the prefent inftance, the gentleman who 
lodged the' complaint*, ftated, that he had been grofsly 
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mifieprefented, and that the fpeecb given in the news*pa- 
pe'rs as his, had a tendency to injure him greatly in the^ 
opinion of his conftituents. This brought on a debate upon 
the liberty of the prefs. It was faid, that minifterial writ- 
ers were publicly encouraged in the moft flagrant abufes 
of the prefs, and tfiat while this was done in one inftance, 
whereby fome of the moft refpectable chara£ters in the king- 

, dom were mangled, without regard to ihame or to truth, it 

• was in vain to curb it in other cafes, or to fay to licentiouf- 
nefs, fo far fhalt thou go, but no farther ; and that altho' 
mifreprcfentations of any member were undoubtedly infa- 
mous, yet they ought to be legally punifhed by the perfon 
injured, and not by the authority of the houfe^ which, 

. however well fupported by precedent, not being condu£ted 

.by the ordinary forms of legal proceeding, had ever an 
odious and oppreffive appearance. It was maintained, that 

.except the inftances in which the houfe of Commons is a 
court of judicature, to which, from the nature of their of- 
fice, a coercive power muft belong, and, excepting fuch 
contempts as immediately interrupt their proceedings, they 
have no legal authority to imprifon a man for any fuppofed 
violation of privilege whatfoever. . The privilege now 

^ claimed has never been defined or confirmed by ftatute ; 
neither can it be faid, with any colour of truth, to be a part 

. of the common law of England, which had grown into pre- 
fcription long before we knew any thing of the exiftence of 

^ a houfe of Commons. The power of creating new privi- 
leges has been formally renounced by both houfes, and there 
is no code, fay they, in which v^ can ftudy the hw of par* 

. liament. To eftablifh a claim of privilege In either houfe, 

. and to diftinguiih original right from ufurpation, it muft 
appear, that it is indifpenfibly neceflary for the performance 
of the duty they are erhployecl in, and alfo, that it has been 
uniformly allowed. There is no precedent, from the year 
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I265> to the death of Queen Elizabeth, of the houfe of 
Commons having imprifoned any man, not a member of 
their' houfe, for contempt, or breach of privilege. They 
never took the power of punifliing into their own hands 5 
they either fought redrefs by petition to the fovereign, or ap- ^ 
plied to the houfe of Lords; and, when fatisfaftion wis' 
denied them, o.r delayed, their.only remedy was, refuling to 
proceed on the King's bufinefs. 

As the fubjeft of privilege, as claimed by the houfe of 
Commons, now became agitated, the principles of the con- 
ftitution, particularly as they affeiSed the rights aflumed by 
the reprefentatives of the people, were enquired into, and 
much valuable knowledge communicated from the prefs. A 
writer of diftingiiilhed abilities infifted, that the greateft and 
moft exceptionable parts of the privilege of parliament now 
contended for, were Introduced and aflerted by a houfe «f 
Commons which aboliflied both'monarchy and peerage, and 
whofe proceedings could be no ways reconciled to the forms 
of tlie conftitution. It is a leading maxim of the laws of 
England, and without it all laws are nugatory ; that there is 
no right without a remedy, nor any legal power without a 
courfe to carry it into effeft. Let the power now in quef- 
tion be tried by this rule. The courts of criminal juftice 
arc open to profecutions, which the attorney •general may 
commence by information, or ihdiftment. A libel tending 
to afperfe or vilify the houfe of Commons, or any of its 
members, may be as feverely punlfhed in the court of King's- 
Bench, as a libel upon the King j and the houfe will con- 
fult its real' dignity much better, by appealing to the laws^ 
when they are offended, J than by violating the firft principle 
of natural juftice, which forbids Us to be judges, when wo 
are parties to the caufet 
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It was however the opinion of a very great majority, that 
the dignity of that boufe muft be fupported at all events, 
^4 that the delinquents Ihould be taken into the cuftpdy of 
the ferjeant ^t ^mh f^f coptejnpt pf the orders iflwed by 
the fpeakerf 

' • . ■ • 

At any other timCt the offender* would have bepn left to feel 
the refentment of that power, whofe authority they had trifled 
with I but it cannot be doubted, that a plan was now formed 
to fhew tP the world, how little ahle the Commons of 
England were, to fupport that controling power over tho^ 
fubje£ti which they had alTumedi whenever the civil magif» 
tracy fiiQuld refufe its concurrence, Thofe who were moft 
interefted in the deciflon upon the Middlefex eledion^ were 
undoubtedly the chief jnftigators to this cpnceft ^ and the 
refradlory printers were imboldened i<i their contuniacy by 
a junto, who aimed at difgracing- parliament* The language 
which thefe held was, we have nothing to apprehend from 
prerogative, but every thing from undue influence. Ijovr. 
merly it was the intereft of the people, that the privileges 
of parliament (hould be left unlimited and undefined : at 
prefent, it is not only their intereft, but neccflary, even tot 
the prefervation of the conftitution, that the privileges of 
parliament ihould he ftri<^lyafcertained, and confine4 within 
the narroweft bounds the nature of their inftitution will 
admit of. Upon the fame principle that prerogative was 
fefifted in the l^ft century, privilege js now tQ be refifted, 
It is immaterial, whether the crown, by its own immediate 
a£^, impofes new, apd difpenfes with old, laws, or whethef 
the fame arbitrary power, produces the fapfie ejFe^s, tl^roug)| 
|he n^ciiwpfi of the hpyfe of ppmpipns. 

In (:onfequpnce of the prders given to the feijeant at vms, 
|ha(t pfficcf went to the hpufes of the parties^ but they were 

(pnftantly 
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conftantly denied to him ;, and their fervants even accom- 
panied their anfwers' with contemptuous fneers, which the 
oiBcer reported to the houfe; whereupon it was refolved to 
addrefs the throne, praying his majefty to iffue his royal 
proclamation againft the delinquents, and offering a reward 
for apprehending them ; -which was accordingly ihferted in 
the Gazette, and fifty pounds a piece oScred for taking 
them» 

* » ' • ' • • 

Heretipop, Wheble, one of the printers mentioned in the 
proclamation, was apprehended^ and carried before Alder- 
tnan Wilkes at Guildhall,, and was by. him difcharged,. arid 
bound over in a recognizance to prc^fecute the captor for an 
aiTault and £di6 imprifo^iment ;, who wa&alfo obliged to give 
bail for his appearance at the. nexJt feffions, to anfwer for the 
offence. The magiftrate then wrote a letter to the Earl*of 
, Halifax,, fecretary of Aate, informing him of his proceed* 
ing, and' the motives which led him fo to zA. . Wheble, 
be obferved^ was not. charged with any crime in the pro- 
clamation,r. and r without fome prime being pharged and 
provedn it^was violating the rights of an v Englishman, as 
well as the chartered privilege? of the city of London, to 
take fuch a man into cuftody. 

Thompfori, the other printer, was apprehended in like 
manner j and in like manner difcharged by. Mr. Alderman 
Oliver. Certificates were given by the two magiftrates to 
,the parties who apprehended Wheble . and Thompfon, 
^teftifying their having brought the perfons defcribisd in the 
|>roclj^mgti6n before them, whereby they might lay claim 
to the reward offered in the proclamation. The claimants 
had literally executed the bufinefs for which the reward was 
promifed, in carrying the perfons defcribe4 before proper 
inagiftrates, as was dire^ed to bo dohe^i hut the whole was 

P 4 evidently 
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evidently a mere collufion, and utterly repugnant to the 
fpirit of the proclamation. The lords of the treafury there- 
fore, refufed to pay the reward for a tranfad^ion fo ' nuga- 
tory. 

The houfe of Commons feemed to grow more determined 
in its refentment upon being thusbaffled. Six other printers 
were now named ; arid a motion was made, fecondcd, and 
agreed to, that they fhould be proceeded againft. Miller, 
the printer of the London Evening Poft, one of the fix, 
was apprehended by a meffenger of the houfe of Commons, 
in his own houfe *. He immediately fent for a conftablc, 
whom he charged to -take the meffenger into cuftody, and 
carried him to the Manfion-houfe, before Brafs Crofty, the 
lord mayor; where the aldermen Wilkes and Oliver like- 
wife fat/ The deputy feijeant at arms attended, and de- 
manded in the name of the Speaker, that both the meffenger 
and the printer (hould be delivered up to him; this was 
refufed by the lord mayor, who afked for what cnme, and 
-upon what authority the meffenger had arretted the printer^ 
-it was anfwered, that he had done it by warrant* from the 
Speaker. It was then aiked, if that warrant bad been 
backed hy a city magiftrate > which being anfWered in the 
negative, the warrant was demanded, and after much al- 
tercation produced } and its invalidity being argued by. the 
printer's counfel, the three magiftrates prefent difcharged 
him from confinement. Miller then proceeded to lodge a 
complaint againft the meffenger for an affault and falfe im^ 
prifonment, and having proved the fads to the fatisfaaion 
of the court, the meffenger was afked for bail j which the 
ferjeant having refufed to compFy virith, a warrant for his 
commitment to prifon was made out, and figned by the 

lord mzyoT and the two aldermen ; which was no fooner exc* 

• * • ■ •' 
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cuted, than the ferjeant confented to the giving of bail, 
which was admitted. 

The boldnefs of this proceedings and the open defiance 
which was hurled at parliamentary privileges, when claimed 
independent of law, aftonifhed the nation j whilft the indig- 
jiation of the houfe at the infult which their officer had ♦re- 
ceived, rofe to a height that feemed to threaten fevenc 
,chaftifement to the magifterial triumvirate. The lord 
in.ayor and Mr. Oliver, being members. of the houfe, were 
ordered to attend in their places j and Mr. Wilkes, at the 
l)ar of the houfe. The two members accordingly attended. 
The lord mayor was much indrfpofed ; he juftified his 
condu£); by the oath of office he had taken, and by 
which he was obliged to obferve inviolable the franchifes of 
the city of London. He. farther alleged,, that the city 
charters excepted' citizens from any law-procefs being 
ftrved, by any pther than their own proper officers. He 
^pleaded, that thefe chartered privileges were recognized by 
an aft of parliament. Such being the obligations under 
which he was laid, as chief magiftrate, it became his indif- 
penflble duty to aft in the manner he had done, and prayed 
to be heard by courffel ; but this was not permitted, it being 
obferved, that it was abfurd forcounfei to befufFered to plead 
at the bar of that houfe, againft its privileges : the rejedling 
this requeft to be hpard by counfel, was alfo fupported by z 
precedent, drawn from the reign of Henry VIII. 

The lord mayor!s clerk was then ordered to attend with 
the book of minutes j and being ordered up to the table, a 
piotion was made iand carried, that the. recognizance of 
Whittam the meffenger, which was there entered, fhould 
be crafed out of the bookj after .which, a refolution was 

palTed^ 
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paflcd, that there fhould be no fardier proceedings at ra# 
in that cafe. 

Confidcring the difpofition which was Ihcwn to difpute 
the authority of the houfe of Commons, the permitting the 
clerk to attend with the minutes, in confequence of an 
order from the Speaker, will appear to be giving up the point 
for which they contended, in that inftancel Indeed, the 
order might have been complied with, for the purpbfe 
of infnaring the houfe ; on the fuppofition that mofe 
idifgrace would accrue from their erafmg a public record^ 
than from reiterated contempt being (hewn to its fummonfe^* 
But the true reafon was, that the alderman who then fat. 
Was not difpofed to maintain the conteft* 

This new kind of noli profequi was $rohgly inveighed 
againft by many members. It was, they faid, afHiming and 
exerciling a power of the moft dangerous nature', with 
which the conftitutlon had hot intrufted any par^'bf the 
legiflature ; and that the effacing of a record, flopping th<^ 
coiirfe pf juftice, and fufpendihg the laWof the land, wer^ 
among the heavieft charges that could be brought againft 
the moft arbitrary* defpot. 

The advocates for the privileges of the houfe main^ 
tatried, that the charter of the city of London being grants 
cd by the crown, lio rights, thereby conveyed, could in^ 
terferc with the inherent privileges of that hpufe j as .the 
crown itfelf had no power to make (uch grants, the privi-* 
.leges of the hottfe of Commons being a check upon the 
other branches of thjB Icgiflitiire J th'atconfequently, their 
caiife Was the caufe of liberty, and of the people at larjge j 
and, if the powA^s of the' houfe of Commons were weak'^ 
tned, the fecurity to liberty would be equally fo. It was 

then 
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then- refolvcd, that the difcharging of Miller from the 
cuftody of. the meffenger, was a breach of privilege. The 
Dumbers for the refolution^ two hundred and feventy- 
twoagainft ninety. Thehoufe then refolved, that it was 
a breach of privilege to apprehend the meffenger of the 
houfe executing his warrant, under pretence of an affault> 
and that it was a breach of privilege, to hold the meffenger 
to bail for fuch pretended affault. The bufmefs, when 
advanced to this ftage, had detained the houfe till one 
o'clock in the morning; Mr, Oliver was thpn aflced, what 
behad to urge In his defence ? He replied, that he owned 
and gloried in the fa£l laid to his charge ; no jufiification, 
be knew, could avert the puniihment intended for him; 
be was confcious of having done his duty, and was indif- 
ferent about the confequences; and as he thought it in vain 
tP appeal to juftice, fo he defied the threats of power. . 

Hereupon it was moved, that Mn Oliver ihould be fent 
to the Tower $ which, after much warm debate, was car- 
ried by one hundred and feventy to fifty-eight, and he was 
accordingly coi^veyed thither at that late hour, by virtue 
pf the Speaker's warrant* The lord mayor being, at that 
time, much indifpofed> the proce^ings againft him were 
(ieferredr 

Wkilft thefe matters were depending in parliament, a 
court of ppmmon council was fumq^oned at Guildhall, 
when Alderman Trecothick ofSciated as hcum tffuns for the 
lord mayfor. Public thanks, in writii^g, were there voted to 
die lord mayor and the two aldermen, for having fupported 
the privileges aj^d franchifes of the city,' and defended our 
excellent conftitution. A committee of four aldermen and 
right commoners^ was alfo appointed to affift them in mak- 
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fng their defence, .with inftruftions to employ fuch counfel 
as they fhould think proper upon this important occafion, 
and powers to draw upon the chamber of London for any 
fum not exceeding 500]. 

Two days after the commitment of Mr, Oliver *, the 
lord mayor, with his committee, attended the houfe of 
Commons to receive his fentence. The populace, on this 
occafion, aflembled in vaft crowds, and many violences 
were committed on fuch members of parliament as had in- 
curred their refentment. The whole ftrength of the civil 
power was exerted on this occafion, to repel the popular 
fury ; and, at length, by the interpofition and perfuafion 
of fome members of the houfe of Commons, who ftood on 
the beft terms with the people, the mob were prevailed 
upon to retire at a greater diftance from Weftminftcir-hall^ 
which they had, in a manner, clofely befieged. The military 
power was not called forth upon this day's tumult, altho* 
a large body, both of horfe and foot, were in readinefs, if 
exigencies demanded their interpofition. 






The houfe being aflembled, the lord mayor faid, he 
looked upon his cafe as already prejudged, and would 
therefore add nothing to what he had before urged * in his 
defence. The houfe, however, on account of his ill ftate 
of healthy were inclined to fliew him fome indulgence ; and 
It was moved, that he fliould be taken into the cuftody 
of the ferjeant at arms, inftead of being fcnt to the Tower j 
but the maglftrate difclaimed all fuch lenity,' and faid, that 
whatever might be his ftate of healthy' he gloried in un- 
dergoing the fame fate as his friend. The queflion (br his 
commitment to the Tov»rer was then put, and carried by 

♦ March.A7, 1771 » ' . 

two 
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two hundred and two againft thirty-nine. On his way 
thither, although it was now midnight, the populace took 
.his horfes from his coach, and drew it to Temple-bar. 
When arrived there, they fhut the city gates, and infifted 
on the deputy ferjeant, who accompanied the lord mayor, 
quitting the coach, and proceeding no farther. The lord' 
mayor was hereupon obliged to interpofe, and by afluring 
them that ^he gentlemen, who were with him, were his 
particular friends, and were to accompany him home, re- 
moved their apprehenfions. They then proceeded to drag 
the carriage onwards, with fhputs of applaufe, to the 
manfion-houfe, where the ovation ended. His lordlhip, 
as foon as the mob difperfed, proceeded privately to the 
Tower. 

The two prifoners were foon after brought up by writ of 
habeas corpus to the court of Common Pleas, when, after 
a full hearing of their counfel, the judges were unani- 
moufly of^opinion, that the court was not competent to 
judge of the conduft of thehoufe of Commons; whereupon 
the prifoners were remanded, and continued in their con- 
finement until the end of the feffion, receiving addrefles of 
thanks and congratulations from various parts of the king- 
dom. 

It required no uncommon fhare of difcernment to foretel, 

. that the inflexibility of the city magiftrates, would entangle 

the houfe of Commons in a difpute, in which they had 

every thing to lofe and nothing to gain ; but the difgraces 

which this ^ precipitate condufl: drew after it, were not 

.completed by the commitment of the lord mayor. The 

fupporters of parliamentary edids, were now extremely em- 

.barraiTed how to proceed againft the other culprit, Mr- 

.Wilkes ^ they bad already experienced both his firmnefs 

and 
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mnd abilities, and appeared really .afraid of encountering z 
man of his unconquerable fpirit. Thofe who wifhcd farther 
to involve the houfe, alked, why that gentleman was al- 
lowed to triumph in his contumacy? was he above or be- 
low the law ? Was it fear or contempt that di£^ated fu^h 
a cpndud ? Thefe farcafms occafioned an order to be iffued, 
that Mr. Wilkes fhould attend ;' but inftead of obeying the 
fummoiis, that gentleman addreifed a letter to the Speaker, 
in which he obferved, ** that in the order for his atten- 
dance, no notice was taken of his being a member of the 
boufe, and that he ihould attend in his place ; which cir- 
cumftance, he faid, according to the fettled form,^ ought 
tQ have been mentioned. In the name of the freeholders of 
Middlefex he again demanded his feat in parliament, beiipg 
ready to take the oaths prefcribed by law, and to give in 
his qualification as knight of the ihire. When thus ad- 
mitted to his feat, he would give the houfe an exa£i: detail^ 
which would neceflarify comprehend a full juftification of 
his conduct, relative to the late illegal proclamation; 
equally injurious to the honour of the crpwn, and the 
rights of the fubje£b i and likewiie the whole bufinefs of 
the printers. He had adled, he faid, entirely from a fenfe 
of duty to the great city, whofe franchifes he was fworn to 
maintain, and to his country, whofe noble conftitution he 
revered, and whofe liberties, at the price of his blood, to 
the laft moment of his life, he would defend and fupport." 

This letter a member pre(ented to the Speaker whilft the 
houfe was fitting ; but the fenfe of the houfe being taken, it 
was neither received nor admitted to be read. Other ordeiv 
were ifTued for his attendance, to which he paid no regard. 
At length, a few days before the recefs at Eafler, the houfe 
hit upon fuch an expedient to get rid of this bufinefs, as 
fully proved the deep dilemma into which they were 

plunged ; 
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planged : they iflued an order that he fliould attend on the 
eighth of April, and then adjourned to the ninth. So 
much had the idea of the dignity and importance of the 
houfe of Commons, from whence thefe proceedings origi- 
nated, been loft in the conteft ! 

» 
Such memberis as from the (irft had oppofed tfaefe mea- 

fures, did not fail to utter the moft mortifying reproaches 
on the ignominious concluiion of this unfortunate^ buii- 
nefs. They faid, every exertion which the houfe had 
made, in defence of their privileges, had only tended to 
lower the eftimation in which their power was held by the 
world* Their commands were not obeyed, nor their pu-^ 
nifiiments dreaded ; for the people having converted them 
into marks of honour, they muft be confidered as con<^ 
ferring* rewards. The majority in the houfe, not only 
felt, but acknowledged the propriety of thefe remarks ; but 
they were defirous of taking fome meafures by which thefe 
confequences might be removed, and the power and privi- 
leges of the houfe of Commons eftabliihed on a refpe£table 
bails* Accordingly a fpecial committee was chofen by 
ballot, for the purpbfe of aiTerting and maintaining their 
dignity* The refult of fuch an appointment excited great 
expe£iations in the public, and nothing Ihort of expulfion 
and difqualification was expected to fall on the imprifonedl 
members, whilft the punifhment which awaited Mr. 
Wilkes was more doubtfully augured. After the com- 
mittee had fat a confiderable time, they reported to the 
houfe, the various cafes which appeared upon the journals, 
in which that houfe had exercifed the power of apprehen- 
fion and imprifonment ; and concluded with recommending 
to the houfe, that J. Miller fhould be taken into cuftpdjtj 
which mcafure, however, the houfe did not think fit to 

adopt; and this long pratra^d aad difgraceful conteft 

was 
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was finally given up. Not but many able fpeakers laboured 
to bring the houfc, to exercife the power of which it was 
pofleffed, of expelling its refraftory members; and as it was 
an offence committed immediately agalnft that legiflativc 
body, they urged the greater propriety of fuch a ftep in this 
inftance, even than in the late expulfion of Mr. Wilkes; 
who at that time, had not filled up the meafure of his 
iniquity, by adding contempt of the authority of parlia- 
ment to his other crimes ; but the miniftry were unwill- 

• 

ing to make fo bold a ufe of the precedent which had been 
fo very recently eftablifhed ; and it appeared to many, to 
be extremely doubtful, whether it would be in the power 
of government to make head againft the clamour and dif- 
content which fuch a proceeding would excite ; and as the 
Icaft of two evils, the houfe of Commons was left to bear 
its difgrace, rather than the nation fliould be plunged into 
anarchy. 

The news-papdrs, from henceforth, threw ofFall reftraint, 
and in the courfe of the next feffion, the daily proceedings of 
parliament were circumftantially related in the prints of the 
next morning ; and whether the fentiments and expreffionsof 
each member, were fairly given, or grofsly perverted, de- 
pending on the capacity or humour of the writer, for the 
houfe no longer fulminated againft traducers. 

Tow-ards the clofe of the feilion, a bill was brought lA, 
to enable the £aft India Company to raife and fupport a 
military force, for the defence and proteftion of their fct- 
tlements. Thereby that body was to be empowered to 
raife two thoufand men, who were to be paid by the com.- 
pahy, but the officers were to be appointed by the crown. 
This force was to be compofed of fix hundred German 
proteftants, feven hundred Iriib catholics, and feven hun- 
dred 
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clred were to be raifed in England. Thefe troops were to 
be fubjefl: to the military laws, during their continuance 
jn England, and fourteen hundred of them were to be 
annually fent to the Eaft Indies. It farther empowered the 
company's officers to recruit with beat of drum, in the man- 
ner pradlifed by the regular troops. 

Among the numerous inftances which the prefent age 
produces, of the departure of governments and inferior com- 
munities, from thofe principles upon which they were at 
firft formed, the transformation of a body of merchants 
into fovereigns, virtually poffeffing a large, rich, and po- 
pulous kingdom, is the moft Angular and remarkable* 
Fourteen years had not elapfed, fince their principal fct- 
tlement in Bengal, became fubje£t to a barbarous enemy, 
and their governor, council,. and chief officers, were driven, 
like an herd of cattle, into a noifome dungeon, miferably 
to perifli. It then hung, nicely fufpended in the fcales 
of fate, whether the company fliould poffefs a foot of 
land in thofe very territories, over which, in lefs than a 
twelve month afterwards, they gained a controlling power. 

The pofleffion of the territorial revenues of the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and OrifTa, had opened fuch inviting 
profpedb to ambitious and rapacious men, that the original 
mode of carrying on a beneficial traffic with the natives, 
by conciliating their good -will and confidence, was entirely 
loft, in an intemperate rage for conqueft, and eflablifhing 
the power of the fword iii violation of juft ice and humanity. 
The reprefcntations which the company*s fervants in India, 
made of the ftate of affairs there, appeared to be fo con- 
genial to the interefls of the proprietary, that the Revenues 
of the country became an objefl: as eagerly fought after 
as its manufaSures : and, as grants extorted by force of 

£ arms. 



•hns, muft h^ beU by the fame me%n«, ^ ^rfntinuijj f^fif 
of frefli troops frofl[i Europe jy.^ jaccefl^ry ^ tb^ di^iu^ fee- 
ing much more /{ital tQ the cqmp[ipn m(;n, tban tfod enf nvi^ 
againft whom (hey ^ere led. 

The application, which the company now itigjje Jjp 
parliament, was fupported by the weight of government. 
The imports ,qf jth? copip^jiy broii^ht large f\ims diri^ftly 
into the cj^chcgucr ^ an4 the Afia^tjc yrealth lyl^.ich ceiuerejl 
in the natipn, greatly increafed every branch of the public 
revenue in the courfe of its circulation : and wjiat ^overn<- 
ment, now ixibfifting on earth, would jfacrifice fuch KnppjTf- 
ta,i\t pbjeAs of finance, fortheprefervation of puttie virtue 
an4 the honour of the national cbarader i 

Many weighty c^bje.flion^^ however, were made tp this 
bill : that it w^ .vjiconflitutipnal to kec^ a^ arg^^d poyi^r 
in th^ kingdonp, which yin^s iiidepeindent of p^rliaosieiit I^ 
it;s pay j that *bc ijr^rp^vicing oJF foreign t^wp^ w^ €o^r 
trarjr to the aft of fettlement ; an4, ^h^t jf yrzs WgMy ^gi;, 
gerous to c%blifli fuqh a preceient. The J^efljp^ JmA^ ^ 
thefe objedions, were chiefly directed, to fhew the expe- 
diency of the ijoeafure, in order tp /ei»pve tfep iwftPXfywn- 
cies whic)i ttie .company l^bo^ce$l4l(lder• ]^t|^aS'pbf^Fire4|| 
that a ^rea^er number of men wereeyery y^r fy^fpt^^tjfr^ 
fent, than wa$ provided for l;)y tVis aa; but pja^y wj^ 
pbt^jined in an IndiiJefa a^^d wwajrrwtsble mWP^r ; A«€l> 
l^rere the fv-tspradif^^ \)y Jtlje ^kidflappers, wA th^.cpwpvJI^ 
f5'ons ufed i^ lpck-.^p toufesj m^ tk*t « lyas.vith.ji yi^nf; 
to render thefe ^^tis of recr^iti.^g unoccpfjarjr, tfe^t tja^ 
prefent plan was forn(ied, Jpd^^ tfe li^ of pFpc^^g 
German foldiers, wa$., :s|fter fpme ti^e drppped j ^^n4 ^^jif 
reflriaions, as tp the reg^Iatipn of the Srpops^ 30^^11^ 4^ 
England, weBcpropofed ^ k.ut, af^er^h^ iiUAsd kw tj»q? 

rcailj^ 



«ad^ A iteat majority !;> fayqur pf it, haviti|; ||ccn ^t- 
taihe4 eacti tiii^e^ it was throwxi out o/i t^ th^rd readirift. 
The jiafliament rpfe on the 8th pf May* 

The 4eath of Lord Halifax, lyhich happened /ooij .a^tf^' 
the rifing of parliament, occaflojae^ fp^e ^Iterations in t)if 
^rrangemeiu of the gre^at offiqers of ftaje. Tl\e JEarl 9^ 
Suffolk iucceeded to the fecretaryfhip for the i>9/ti)ierfl 
department, and the Duke of Grafton fucceeded Lord 
^Suffolk ip, tht ffivy-fp^, 

CHAP* IL 

teamen poiid^f^iiioH df the clir^ to he rtHiifM frm jfuU 
fcrthtng tQ the ihirty^-mne arfifks'^Ar^ufnents urged fin both 
ftde^^lR^al nuirrtQp hill-^Mr^ Spllpvajf^ biUfffT repi}at^ 

iefmia rf his c^miuihw^S^lf e^a4if^Seka cmnmitta tfi £»* 
piire into tie afkirs of the company^BW for the belief of 
frofefipii diffpiterS'^Views of the mintflirfor the redu^ie$ 
of thf natioffal d^hp'-^hf^rvationi oH the conditioi^ ari^prpf^ 
, ^^f 4f tbf jMdjktn ^ 4rf(rihed if jLord Nortbrr^Mrk Ald^* 
eiumTjeftmifat4 Mfige she itu^ioM on the AKiMefu eUStioA 
before the court of kin ft bertch^^hanges in various depart'^ 
mentSr^Su^n failures in fhe ^itf of London^ ($nd their 
€onff^mnfjt^U 

AS little public bulinefs Was likely to employ the two 
houfes^ parliament did not meet until the 21ft of 
January 17^2. Thp iftrength 9^ the miniftry ws^ foon 
fo.\md ^lije AttcijeAfti by fever^Ji.npi^spbsrs^ wholwujl^ onfor- 

% % met 
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ifter occafipns, diftinguilhed themfelves by oppofing thcmci- 
ftxres of adminiftration, who were now induced to change 
their fentiments, and give their entire fupport to government. 
A ftate of public tranquillity imparts ftability to aminifter,. 
and as it frees him from thofe reftraints which oppofing fen- 
timents create, it yields fcope for the exercrfe of his ta- 
lents, and the application of them to the general interefts of 
the ftate. 

Twenty- five thoufand feamen were voted for the ferviceo^ 
the current year, and although it was obje<5ed that fo large a 
number in time of peace would add half a million to the 
public burden, it was carried without a dlvifion. Sound 
policy didl^tes, that our grand national fecurity fhould be 
ever aiSduoufly attended to, even in the moft quiet times ; 
but failors upon paper, are deftruflive means of peculation. 
A great reform in the guard fliips was promifed ; the con- 
du£l with refpefl to them was declared to have been fo* 
ihameful,' that foir many years back they had been confi- 
dered merely as jobs; and, it was faid, that at the tiipe 
of the late expefted war, there were neither ihips nor men 
fit for fervice i but that things, were now fo much altered 
for the better, that twenty of the beft fliips in the navy 
were kept upon that duty, and were in fuch complete 
condition, and fo nearly manned, that a flight prefs would 
at any time enable them in a few days, ta proceed to fiqa : 
that the reft of the fleet w^s alfo in good conditioh^; and 
that in about a year, ' we fhould have near eighty fliips of 
the line fit for fervice, befides thofe that Were upon fo- 
reign duty. ' . , 

The halcyon days of peace, with which the nation was 
now bleflfed, afforded a favourable opportunity for intro- 
ducing reformations in the ftate, and modelling legal efta- 

bliibments 
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^]iil\ments in conforoi^ty ta the changes of times^ and the 
fuller difcovery of truth, which had been made through a' 
fucceffion of ages. A petition was therefore prefented to 
the houfe of Commons *, by Sir William Meredith, figned 
by. a gre^t numbercif the clergy^ of thechurch of England, 
and members of the profeffion of civil law and phyfic, pray,- 
ing rdief froip the fubfcription JfO the thirty-nine articles 
ofhhK . \ » 



• A • • ' <. > 



• This petition ftated it to be one of the great principles 
of the protectant religion, that every thing neceffary to 
falvation, is fully and fufficiently contained in the holy 
fcriptures^ tl^at the petitioners have an inherent right, 
which they hqld from God only, to make a full and free 
ufe of their private jjxdgment in the interpretation of thofe 
fcriptures ; that thoiigh; thefc were the liberal and original 
principles of the church of^ England, and upon which the 
reformation from popery was founded, tHey had been de- 
viated from in the laws relative to fubfcription j by which 
• they are deprive^ of their invaluable rights and privileges, 
and required to acknowledge certain articles and confef- 
fions of faith and dofitrine, drawn up .by fallible men, to 
be all and every of them agreeable .to the Icriptures, 

Such fubfcriptions.were farther reprefentecl, as a great 
hinderance to the fpreading of true religion, as they difcou- 
raged free enquiries into the real fenfe of the facred writ- 
ings, tended to divide communions, and r to caufe mutual 
diflike among fellow proteftants'. That the diverfity of 
opinions, held upon many of thefe articles, occafioned 
great .animofity and ill-will among the eftablifhed clergy 5 
that they afforded an opportunity to' unbelievers to charge 
them with prevarication, and with being guided by interefted 

• February 6, i/yi* 
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iouii not believe, ihi atiout wfeicfi no two were agfeerf iq 
6^iiiion J artd that fl^cy ^foMed 4 feafi-^le fc* fe^piflf^, to fe'-» 
^roi^i ihcin wltfe iHtit intotiMeh(fyl fey dc^partSrtg frbfti tR^ 
^hncfpfesofiwHic^theyha^^ f h^if (fepdrttidrt lW)i!S 

tliem, ari<f p6v8^ adinifting o/nuA'iKd^^^ ini^putt^ 

/ul arid precarious dcnStriAeS, tl'oQgh t\ief pt^tinidi ij^i 
ihe fi^ripture alqne vvras certaiii and fufficient tp falvat'ipif ^ 

TThe two prflifttfibns of civif faW and j^hyfi<r, ti&iripkftxe4 
d^ the hardfhtps they fuffere^, at 0116 of the uri|verfitid$' 
particularly, where they Were obliged, at tfe^ir ifH iiiniifr. 
fiofi, or matficulafiofi, and at ah ^g6 fd jmdiatute fof dif«f 
4uifxtioris and decifioris of fuch inotiitiitj tP filhffJfJfi^ th(*i^ 
Uftfeigned aflfenf tiS jf variety df thfeoldgieal ptispbfitlorts', iti 
priet to b^ able fp attain acadeihkal ikgtet^ tu tKdf r^l^ee- 
tive faculties ; apd that theif ptivate djfitiidiii (igCrt ttidfH 
(uhjeSs pan be of no corifequfe'nde t6 the pxiisHc^ ^ th^ 
^ourfe of their studies and the attention td thcit pta^Jdd, 
Neither afford theift ^he means or ^he t^ifurfe, tQ ^ItzriMtk 
into the jprpprieiy, or nature 0f fiich pfi(Tpdiltit5|is. 'Tti&f 
atip Umeiited ^e faiisfortune of thelt fohs, ^hp, at fln igitf 
before the hahii of refte^ion can be foittlefd, <if ChtiV jttdg-f 
inent fnatured, ms^y be irrecoyerably bound 4own i|i points^ 
of the high^ll cohfe<|ucnce, to thfe 0||)iili6|ii a|ld tettets of 
a£:e$ lefs Informeif thtn th^ir oWh. 

Sir WilKam Meredith, after having bfoilglrt tip ^ 
petition, iaid, that the prayer of it v9sls of fuch importatrdi,' 
as highly merited the imoll feriotis confi'daratibn 5 i$ grt«^' 
ahWsVhich aife^ the cotifcience, are of all ©thlftW t^eihdl 
jfleypus J that it was repugnant ia thak liheraKfJ^ ^fftiS^r: 
mcnt, which happily prevailed in thib ptefeht ijgS^ i6 bW^ 
feople tQ fubfcribe tb the truth of articles which they co\iId 

not 
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j^e' i fe<iA»n«f^ of ^en^lil^fi^tfte ^bHiflleiF e1iiAk:lr of Eiig- 
arSfe fr^ift* fc6h- ai rtfeftnifflftiV wRtlft Ac Hftlfarirliy aWd tfc** 

clfti#at patftjr tipbti tlli^ oedaClfoh. fife coAiMfeWd thef p66ti^ 
^ is t iit%yer <d p« ^^ eAtf tf6 *i^ ^rty feing bf iftd chtkrcfc 
Of E^Iii*!, a?i He^ lch"rg^ not ^fiertr to Mef it, aff » h^lbna* 

^cdttKAWh^ f ri^; Bfe* <in*?rfl6bdv !ie fifirf, *a^ttlte|rt»cf 
litttaft^r df tSofe, #fio fclrffigfttedfth)fe jWi^Wft; #t*t^ <!fer* 

a*fc aflrtWfcs'5 fc^ffiat howeviSk' tender theii* cottfd^Jlite^alrt! 
at prefent, they cottld^ qtAef flfeiir irt ^at in lt att l f d' K 
was fuch tender confcknces, he faid, that fubverted the 
cfiVHfcK 6f Eftgi!and hi tA^ tafl e6k^i*y; and k fe#<!ftdl», ^t 
ftiMaV^^ff^qtiemres: wc^Id fio^ enfoe, }f flf^lto^l^^n^ 
thfr- rWrtgencd frfayed f6^. The fcWife, h6 «W,- B^fM» 
pWi^r t* Al^jtettfe with dat'frsf, it6tftnfg f6btd reHetif #c* 
wRti Bad ilfi*a«f MfdfiWi. tS6 Aatfffehi€rrf, tBa< «* 
ho^ cbcM riot i%ce?^e tSiC^liioW, for tb <fd&i^Witft- J^^j 
11*' 6iiM be 7t dif cfi feetfcifr 6f ' the ^fdeS of t«ritotf^ By ithittt 
Eriglat^rf arttf Stbtland ird ifbW tnk t6g(*thef, 6^r fttt^, 
ar tlW AWrf p#tdf tfcefett, iVbt)ttilrfS:yAJWi, ii<»i» t*^ 
^dmit any alteration eit^f m the litiurg^ or in the artil^r 

Mr.- H«M> 8tMi»f ^tjilEd imH, ^vith itafwft mnf* fM46<' 
ratio]),- mmglt miVfy ifliSiiiif (M piStit^Hi tte 6f ^ifef 

£ A himfetf 
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himfelf defirous of fliewing all due refpe& to fo £sirious a- 
fubjedi:, but he perceived a fort of .contradi&ion in the 
petition, which rendered it an unfit fubjefk of future deli- 
beration for the houfe. Indeed, it was not entirely anew 
propofition, to alter the religion of a country, it had been 
done here in the reign of Edward VL If a change of 
religion takes place in the governing powers, it authorizes 
fuch an alteration ; but he obferved, that there, was a feem- 
ing contradidion in the inferior number coming to the. 
majority to folicit a material alteration in religion*. He 
had heard it pretty generally iaid, that it was the original 
intention of the fubfcribers, to obje£i: to certain articles of 
the thirty-nine, and to certain parts of the litany, but. 
not being able to agree among themfelves upon the parti- 
cular parts to be expunged, they had brought t^e houfe, 
as. well as themfelves, into a very emharrafied iituation*. 
Xheft gentlemen apply to become members of an eccle- 
fiaftical community, namely, the church of England, and 
in the fame breath, they defire the foundajtion, on which 
that conftitution is built, to be removed. 

He declared himfelf as warm a friend, to toleration as any 
qpe within thofe walls, but he confidered toleration as a 
relative term, fignifying jJ community which had a natiop 
n^ church, and tolerated inferior fec^s. Every one fhould 
certainly ^believe and profefs that, which in his own mind, 
appears beft and moft acceptable to the Supreme Be'mg i^ 
but thefe petitioners^ he faid, ieemed to wear the garb of 
private iei^ries* If they have a mind, under the fanflioa 
of tolerationi to teach what they pleafe, allow them {b to do, 

♦ There were about twoJiundrcd and forty names to the prtition.; It 
was reckoned that two hundred clergymen had figned it. The clergy 
of the ehui^ch ^f /pnglan^ were ealeulated to amount to twtnty thou^ 
fandi by ^ meipber of the boofe of ComviQas on aaothor occAAon« 

but 
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but let them not, tinder the garb of the church' of England^- 
teach fnch dodrines. Such a coitduA tvould be abfurd, if 
it was followed by any particular fed, how much more {o 
to be adopted by the eftabliihed church ! No reformer, he 
thfifted, whofe name has been tranfmitted dowii to us with 
any honour and approbation, ever framed fo wild an idea)* 
as that of putting all religious creeds upon a leveL .. 

The firff queftioa is. Do you believe the holy fcriptureal 
The fecond is. In what fenfe do you underftaiid them ? If 
all the foun'ders of religious fyftems, fays he, were alive at: 
the &me time, I am perfuaded they would compofe as xm^f, 
merous an amiy, as that with which Alexander fubdued the 
Perfian empire, yet every one of them would derive his 
tpnets from the fcriptures : but tfae'wifdom of all countries 
has rather chofen to truft to explanations, derived from the- 
Biature labour and confideration of a vtnerable and pious- 
hierarchy, than to. the crude fancies and notions of ever^ 
afltiming dogmatizer, who defire^ to make himfelf ^mous. 
for the fingularity of his fentiments : on this account, fyf- 
tems and creedis have prevail^ ^ over cbriftendom.. 

Where is the great hardfhip to perfon^, who from fcruples 
of their own, which they may be very much in the right to- 
ilidulge, if they are fincere, for *Chem to talce to other vir* 
tuous employments, if they cannot. accept of church-pre- 
ferments ba the terms upon which. they are now to.be 
takeh ? But at the fame time he allowed,', that there might 
be many hard cafes; but where are the general laws, fays 
be, that C9n guard dgainft inConyeniexIci^ to individu^sf 

He concluded . with faying, that- he thought the peace of 
mankind a:lortieth. article, which he v^ued.and prized as 
miA as the whole thirty-nine^ mi though there have 

been 
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bMI iMMy difymm rt^ett the cMI irfminUbsitfOft of tM» 

S^Mf the tr^dffionr <)f tM hdufi of Hmor^r^ «ii^^^ more 
fnc€y tfem* tny otl«t agt^y Of ixtf other country cb^ h^ttk ^ 
imiktng^tt begged tte hcxifffe 1^ tonfider^ facr# ftf it nSgaf 
h§ fivii^M t9 M^iiHo tMs^ matter^ and htm Air the covrdfiTcv 
of religious c6mt9^Tff^ tfarowir m^ wHetv oiter kM:i Hsivff 
prevailed too much, may be likely to produce fatal confe- 
^atmms^ U if imrdrcfift^ it i^ diaogeioiHv i» Mk§ filcb 
aliuflnQift b«l<M« pMiaiMBt : f<9# tfik>l^a.f#e<i tdmtrfmif 
iU^^tfy hnr, for bw is tbd etealme <tf tlie It^^ftm^et ^iM^ 
CM l»allier«dy yei diere ari$ lbr#» fi^fiindhttxienf^ tbfll Aiff 
Mikm U iltirift wifltofit IfHUng tte tefii <Mf cite i aiHr% 

Mft^ W^ddAtff#i^ (ftlMEtdr ^mniy fraa aMb «f #|^iil0fi^ 
Al» W Mfftrm belief 6f fecde'omam ni%idtKS^«f fxitflf^ 
^#1i» Hdi^effafy fbr the ^httgf ht nhy eAsbdiflHMiit ^ lki» 
^pSKKh 0f Geneva, one ^ tb§ fltfsft Jibdlai efikfblifbMfciiiir ilf 
Sof^ lie iai4,^ jlnpoftd faok ifbnttt^ qrr tteie chrgy : tto 
oAjriajim fd ^^^Siig thb ' fs^Him^ bet aMfer ft* ^vt^vM^ 
the a£t of oh«oih^ < !» ta(mdfoi< fla^d ti^ brf ilt ftmiMM^ a» 
it bad been in fuch afenfe violated both with refpe6ito Eng- 
]«lMf iOiil to^St<nhiAd^ ffAeksgM^uitd tetiinf e:M%«d « fk>t^er 
df iM^m'j^ehurdh-Jgi^veriiMftif'iiA^ the- ulli«»ny by thridr> 

de#i]!&)yisA tkiifi^e pm^ro^ hi Si^btUn^y by thisfim^p ift 

trtiictl? tlVt pe^e ftt'^l^i^ W#d Aeff^Ni «>f t)|iS^ #igh» «# 



lit w^ h^^PsmA 1»y Mtt^ Sofke^ ^f ^d^^ln^^li of tiig^ 

land fubfifted before the thirty-nine articles were framedji 

€^^ <)f tM tta]^^ at iiiii: «««ifiA^ <»f^f0itfim#rir]iy iMm 

might 
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fimim^nt^ pinti grdtiitdf ? fitit voftit, %? fce; ^f6 vf€ ta 

Ultdfertfirttf bf tft6 tefy ifcfJ^tWes, tvfcH tftgfe gentlemen' 
tfefirl* tb tn^ke a pt6ftjfe6tt qf flidr Mief in ? This ajJpears 
pr te i Vefy iAife«6fMfi^t6' fdi63, l^fe ftoftiift cahori acl*. 

mts <>i ttie' ioots of ' tft^ aipdcf yfiha' 5 tfte C^^ffdn of tuft^f ex-' 

cltirf^i foffi6 parts 6f the ^ejntt:teuch, a'nrf tfie v(rMe epittle fo 
ffetf HetfewS; arid jfortie ^hc'itni' t^tUf§ hm ftjeOiti tlicf 
}f66k of IteveKtion.' Mahlirid' are as lifffe ftkety to be' gf 
^ei^ind pn this p6ifit, as on any ofKer. 

, . » •. .1 

'I I 

Sir George' Savllfe ofeferve<i, 1*at Wd, pYfife-feiift, derive 
that ippetfafidfi 'from tAe^ M adTidr<5n« to ifedle prfncipfes 
Whicft wfe pro/^fe, hHvihg pfotirft&df ifpiflrf fc^ffi^ pftffcnbeiilf 
by human authority'? And |b?illwe maintain tB6 riecdiStf 6f^ 
prcfcribing modes of faith, when our principles reject the 
irf6a 0t any iiich pdWf Ifel^fi gffig: tb huttlM DefrtgS f 

' • * # • ■ J 

If-, . • < 

Hifr. Tif6nf4§ titt f^pt^ftfttci tie 8|iifd C^fe 6f the" df^rgf, 
0ttpefle4 by efc? d-oAfttutfott ^ giV«^ ^ fttrnd affeftt to. 

jjtfmfe- ef faitfv ^Wifdh- ttey eaiittot pd&Bfy bdie^e • an* afked, 
wiat i^diildtk^t he^fe,' df ^ fedrteft iir^il fey, tf a* ^a^geV 
yfhd hy'hk dath |i bdtmd t{J aCilfehiiiiffer }titf i'eer ct)lif8f mabl^ 
tcJ tfter kt^ df tlte Uni^. didXild B^f dbiigerf* at' flie fame time 
Jitfe^et tftat fatKr, piziti\ycMmfy\6\iti ffiiife (pirif ancf 
in^ttihg? 

^tf tetife hi garafai (faglK^rf tb- tedf o^mion, tliat ffie 
prdfeflof§ of ta^ aiirf ^hyfe kirigbdtffid lii ffiatter ofTuft- 
ife^iptfan, wag af fifialf cdfiecrl^iiienf to ffie pufelFc ; 'tut it 
wa^ »pt^flfei S§ a le^ffif ttfi ^fl lidf^s of tfef fioufe, that the 
liniveriitics would grant theift f etlef in that felped, as well 
P to jouog ftudent$ at the time of maddculation. 

Lord 



> 
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Lord George Germain infifted on the Utter being a heavy. 
grievance ; for a youth at college to be required to fign hif 
aflent to^ or belief of the thirty-nine articles, earlier than 
the age of fixteep, when it was not to- be fuppofed that he 
could underftand them, or had formed any (entiments about 
them, and a confiderable time before the meaning of the 
oaths of allegiance and fupremacy was thought likely to be 
intelligible, and confequently were not adminiftered. He 
informed the houfe, that the univerfity of Cambridge had 
been applied to for a repeal of this ftatute, the pradice being 
founded on a by-law of their community, might be laid 
afide at pleafure : but notwithftanding the power being 
vefted in them, they evaded compliance with the requeft, . 
l^leading, that, as a ftanding rule, they ought not to dif- 
penfewithit. . . , 

The fame fpeaker undertook to defend the chiradser of 
the petitioners from the imputation which had been thrown 
out againft them, that they renpunqed their p,fi|iciples, 
when, by fubfcribing the articles they accepted. of church, 
benefices. He faid he lived in ja county, where many cf 
the neighbouring clergy had fkffffii the petition, whoni -he, 
luiew to be worithy, confcieQtious, and pious men ; many 
h^d aflented to the articles with, that forped cpnftr-uftion 
i^hich was put upon theni>by thofe who could not believe thq 
truth of fome of themi The fentiments which many enter- 
tained at the time when they gave their afient to thofe arti* 
cles, had been by /s^thef ^fle£^ipn> changed, and their con- 
fcientious fcruples being awakened by fuch a differeptxyifBW. 
of thmgs, irendeied^ the ftep they were now taking highly 
laudable, and acqi^itted thjcm of^l i^pi|t&tiQ|i of .difliw^^^^ 
t)pn in their former confprmityt , , 
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Mr. Soame Jenyns, in behalf of the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, faid, that the practice of enjoining a fubfcription 
to the thirty-nine articles, being founded on a royal ftatute, 
ordained at the inftance of king James I. the univerfity did 
not confider itfelf at liberty to annul it. 

Towards the clofe of the debate. Lord North delivered 
his fentiments on thequefiion : he faid, when he came down 
to the houfe, he hoped to have feen nothing in the petition 
to prevent him from recommending that it fhould be laid 
upon the table, meaning to oppofe every attempt to go 
farther. Hereby defigning 'to pay a compliment to the 
petitioners, out of refpe£t to the principle upon which 
the petition was grounded, and then to move that the far- 
ther confideration of it might be put oiF for fix months ; 
but in the courfe of the debate, he faid, a ftronger obje£tion 
had artfen in his mind againft bringing it up, and which 
outweighed e^tt^ refped which he wiihed to )iave paid to 

* 

the importance of the fubjed, for he thought it repug- 
nant to the aft of union, and if fuch indulgences (hould 
be granted, there would after that time, be nothing that 
could exclude a man out of the church of England, but 
popery \ and he was convinced that, to make any innova- 
tions in the forms now prefcriBed to jthe clergy of the 
eftablilhed church, would occafion fuch contentions in the 
nation, that not poppy nor mandragora could ever medi- 
cine it to hs former repofe. 

Mr. Dunning replied to this, that he liever knew till 
then, that it was a principle of found policy to narrow the 
means of accefs to emoluments % and he had always thought, 
that every good fubjefl ought to be confidered as entitled 
to a proportional chance for obtaining pofts of profit and 
honour. In the courfe of the debate, he faid, he had re- 
marked, 



marlccd^ th4 thr fam^ pre^iftps^a^ led diffibrent^tnen^btrs 
to ve^v Qppofite .CQmrluiJpns : pne me^iber ob/bryed^ 0ia( 
- our r^Q^mation fcogi jpopery i^as je^edled by th,e fpiric 
V^ljiic^ ,this petition was dpfijme^ jto prot^o^ie; and another 
meittber aflerted,.that^i)e^rant]ne this petifjo^^ h^d a direft 
tendency to bring us back to popery. He could not forefee 

'mj^^9pX3y9r 9/*e ml^m ? but.if l^^e i^pofcppy epjc^c^ 
f^Jt99k f^i ?U of ithat torpid ft^te qf inijsnfibility^ wjbjcjb. 
i^^^ Ipfflftjp'^ .n?fiJ?driiSPa had difFufcd thxou^l) t^at houf^ 
be ftipyjd lyjih to fee it broke in upon as {c^n ^as pvflJWf j 
fo^ it v^ssui alarming fympto^:!, which, inftfj^ulfi/ bet9k^A*r 
iPK jjealth, yas fhe fprcr wner of dcftru^ion, 

?(E*i/>ft l^9^imj& #t ,:y 7, yfe peti^ipW/s .bjr ^nyj|| jt |j^ 

W^ i9& j^vsry t^Hn^ ; M UQt^j^ fi^xikv htm Jiftcd 

tt^an 3jipx^j^ptiof^ f/pnj fubijpripfeipn ip i(^ g^tmS^A^ 
intidf^, /ych wfjueft puj^hf. probably havf b^ft» aJ:J*Me4 $9m 
Thp iinppmnce of tfei^ iifp uffiqp^ bfs je^d jyi^ fp I^ ^jj^t^ 
fta^ti^ ilt the rejatipn p/ k. Tj[ie d^bajf^ ^arj ^yism fy^g^ 
minutes jytiich were t|ks|i m t^e Ijoy/p^^ ^]|i^ j;iip^^ gg^ 
Wjf;e ;t^ever bpfor? priptfi. 

The marriages pf jfef Jiy;o /pyaJ iwtbjfr^,, jjrjii^b J^ 
taken place. during the fummer*"^ 99S^9iis^f4 iOSei&g^ f^ 
be delivered from his majefty to both houfes of parliament f. 

• The Duke of Qunbrrlan^ V.arrifti MK..Hpr,tpfl, ^ tril4^ Mj^Tf 
iau^hter to Lord ^riihapi j ^d the Puke of Glouceft^ had/qme ti|^ 
time 4>efore been privately mai^ied to the Cpunter$I>pwa|;erof WaM^ 
gra«<e> Mt^at^llianct kvas n^tthen tckiioTnMj^ed^ dlh«ii||ii g^tieiaM^ 
iUMUrtQo«l# ' ' 
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iljft^iW to k^ p)ii^4 few^y., .aorf a»«i9u^ .coqcera /or ih(p 

9f bJ? 4y:Q»^P^ tjja^ l;Ue rigju pf applying ^U m?r/jiij;e? ia 
the roys^Jfem/ly ^^v^u^ii ^v<;r,ha^ bplpngefj ^PJ^b^JtifO^^p/ 
this realm as a matter of public concern) may be made 

tSi^im\ ipc^mm^M $9 bptb hp^^^j ^ $»ke mt9 tjheic 

<ip«9u# pc»fi^f i^tWtO^ ivb«tbfir i| jpay f)of be vjjfe a^ ^i;r 
9^A^{> <9 &pp)7 ti>e 4d^e£U of the Jjlws^iw id hm^i 
994 kf (m»^ dc^v )wwvUioo, jiKux effeftuftlly to ^wu:^ ik^ 

^ttffiW^h^^ m^sutA^w n^lieiieafti^r miwiy >n^ ftvi^i^ 
tmty^ fiKW «wryii»g witlM>iut tbc jipf>r4^b»MA of Jbi^. 
xnajefty, Ymkfk^B^A Ai^i;fiflar$9 fiAibad and fbAJAffJ* 

Jin ipp9H|4i9m# 9^iril t}»J# IsetT^ge, ^ jbijl ^|^ brpt^ht 

iiMP thf^ \mk^ lw^9 wto:l» 4ift^v€i^ d^ (}^lk^4iff9^ 
^fom ill tbaf J»wiii?t tipgifi^ff enwy wJA Wbi^ m^vfAr 4«. 

^afvon^ ty^ grown ji|i fjbli i«f0a^ 9^4 <»lW<St^ tih^T ?]4 
i^^iajg^e^ #iM9red iott> br wy ^f([;e94aiits ^f lci«g Qepr^s^ 

m^Tagfi, ^ittiput thf IKinKJpu^ «wfe9t 9^ ^h^ jkjfpig ^ ^i$ 

fcamkMs bay^ fittftfi^el the ikg» «f twenty <i&v^ yf^/t^^ (Mi 
pff^ in JMs Q€k^t ^Mifj^^m^ to Gwuiftraift A mfirrifigiu dJAi^#- 
»nP i HftJ 4»fi>y<hgfytg»ttgykiog ; tkrtijtupoogkvingAWffwy^ 
<Ig^.Vlij)^ twekie moiHhs^QirHMM notiae ^ftfaoir iMSgA* <ribc|r 
IM7# 4^ tb« ^liijpmriM pf 4bai ICfin^ e^ier it^ fwme^ 

w^ ^ tri^Mi bf%e p«9|^i^ ap4 «}«<SM, ivi^lMM: tt^ 
wbaprir ikAiumwm^ Srimnm « nwrji^gr by ftbi^ itft 

forbidden. 
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forbidden, or ai&ft at the celebration of fuch unlawftrl 
marriage, or any fuch matrimonial contrad, on being 
dulj convided thereof, are declared to incur the pains and 
penalties ordained in the ftatute of provifion and praemunire, 
made in the iixteenth year of the reign of Richard 11. 

The judges having been confulted when the bufinefs 
^^s firft brought into the houfe, declared it to be their 
opinion, that the care and approbation of the marriages of 
the children and grand-children of the king, and thepre-^ 
fumptive heir to the crown (other than the iflue of foreign 
families) do belong to the kings of this realm ; but to what 
other branch of the royal family fuch card and approbation 
do extend, they do not find precifely determined. 

This bill met with great oppofition in both houfes : but 
aotwithftanding every claufe was ftrongly objefted to, and 
' 4 divifion of the houfe was called for on every part, yet it 
was carried through the houfe of Lords iti lefs: thain a fort- 
night ; the numbers for the bill being ninety, againft it 
twenty-fix. It produced however, two protefts, one of 
which was figned by fourteen peers. The bill was therem 
reprobated for the following reafons. The maxim laid 
down in the preamble, that becaufe marriages of the royal 
family are of the higheft importance to the ftate, they are 
therefore entrufted to the kings of this realm, is founded 
on a dodrlne abfurd and unconftitutional, but which 
hereafter will have the force of a parliamentary declaration 
of law, the immediate tendency of which is to create as 
many prerogatives in the crown, as there are matters of 
iohportance in. the ftate i and indeed, to extend tlUim in a 
manner as vague and exceptionable, as had ever been done in' 
the worft and moft deQiotic period in thehiftoiy of diisnt^^ 
tipn : and they apprehended that fome future, and even more ' 

dangerous 
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^itngeroiis ufe maybe made of this preamble,/ a J it is much 
more extenfive than is neceiFary for any purpofe avowed in 
the foHl : and this declaratory preamble is ufed, jiotwith- 
ftanding nine of the judges, in their unanimous opinion, 
delivered to the houfe of Lords, do not find any authority 
in fupport of the prerogative, in that extent in which it is 
affumed* The defcendants of George 11. in courfe of time 
may become very numerous, and it is conceived to bean 
intolerable grievance, that the marriage of fo many fub- 
jeds, perhaps difperfed among the various ranks of civil 
life, fhould be fubjed to the reftridions of this z& ; the 
extenfive powers of which, may, in time, reader the firft fa- 
milies in the kingdom totally dependent on the cro^n» 
The age of twenty-one years appears^ to be the limit which 
the laws of this country, and the fpirit of the conftitution, 
have, with great wifdom, given to minority. It feems in- 
decent to the royal family to fuppofe, they will not arrive 
^t the age of difcretion as foon as the loweft fubjed: of 
the realm ; and why may they not be as capable of choofing 
a wife at the age of twenty-one years, as of being entrufted 
with the regency of the kingdom, of which by the law 
they are at that age capable i Befides, the deferring their 
age of minority as to marriage till twenty-fix, is impolitic 
and dangerous, as it may tend- to drive them into a diforder- 
ly courfe of life, which ought the more to be guarded againft 
in men of high.r^nk, as the influence of their example is 
the moft forcible and extenfive* 

The right of conferring a dlfcretionary power of pro- 
hibiting all marriages, was afTerted in the fame proteft to 
be above the reach of any l^iflature j becaufe, contrary 
to the original inherent rights of human natvire j which, 
as they are sot derived from, or held under civil laws, by 
AO civil laws whatever can betaken away; for thoqgh the 
^; r F legiflaturo 
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leglilature has a power of preferibiog niks to manrlage^ i^ 
well as to every other fpecies of contrad, yet thece is an 
efiential difference between regulating the mode in which 
a right may be enjoyed, and eftablifhing. a princi|)Ie which 
may tend entirely to annihilate that right. To diiable a 
man during his whole life from contradlng marriage^ 
or what is tantamount, to make his power of contra&ing: 
fuch marriage dependent neither on his own choice^ nos 
upon any fixed rule of law, biit on the arbitrary will of 
any man, orfcfc of men, Isexceedtng the power permitted by 
the divine providence to huouin legiftattues : it is dire^ly- 
again& the earlieft> command, given by God to mankind, 
i:ontrary to th«, right of domeftic fociety and comfort, and 
to the defire of l^wfol pofterity j the firft and heft of the 
iniUjix^s planted in i^s by the Author v£ mt solum, aad ut- 
terly incompatiUe with all leligpon, natural and revealed $ 
and therefore a mere a& of power, having neither the na* 
tore nor obligation of/ law* It coocloded with faying, *< we* 
cannot therefore, on the whole, ayoid e?q^re0ing o\fr ftrong 
difapprobation of an a^ which ihakes (o many of the foun-< 
dations of law, religion, zfkd public fecurtty, fw ends wholl^r 
difproportioned to fuch extraordinary, efforts, and m favQur 
of regulations fb. iU calculated to aitfwer the .purposes f^ 
which they are made : and we make thi^ proteft, that k 
may ftand reeordi^d to that pofterity, which may {aSkr^tiem 
the mifchievous confeqoenoes of this aft,' that we have no 
part in the confuflons and calamities brought upon them.^* 

Another pf<5teft, which chiefly objefbed to the bill as a 
violation of the natural rights of mankind, and contrary to 
every principle of religion and humanity, was figned by fix 
other peers *. 

♦Viz. TenJple, iUdiior, CtiFton>.L^'ttttti«, AW»gd»ii, md Craven. • 

The 
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The oppofition to the bill was yet ftronger ift ttie houfil 
of ComttioAs. The preamble to the a£l was much ob* 
jeded to, as acknowledging and confirming tlic preroga^ 
tiire of the crown affertcd in the meflage. A motion wai 
made to omit that declaratory claufe, when, after a very 
long debate, the motion was rejeded by a majority of 
thirty-fir o»ly, when the houfe confiftcd of three hundred 
and fixty-four members. 

A motion was then made to infert a clau£f, *< that the 
z& fhould continue in force duritig the reign of his prefent 
raajefty, and three years after his demife, but no longer,^ 
but it was r^jefted, by a majority of eighteen only. Sir 
Jdfeph Mawby remajfked, diat the title of the bill was not 
fufficien^ly expreffive i to semedy which, he propofed that 
it fliouldnxny ^ An ad" for enlarging and extending the 
prerogatives of thc^ crdwn^ ^d for the encouragement of 
adultery and fornication, under pretence of << regulating 
the marriages of the royal family.-' 

The bill continued for three weeks to engage the atttn^ 
tton of the houfe, but was then pafied without any material 
aiteratiofl, bya majority of fifty f. " "^ 

Mr. Sullivan, deputy chairman of the Eaft India Com^ 
pany, made a motion in the houfe of Commons, March 
30, for leave to briiig in a bill for the better regulation 
of the company's fervants and concerns in India; the ob- 
jedof which bill, was, toofciblifli a great variety of new 
and important regulations in thofe remote territories. It 
aimed at reftrainipg the governor^ and council of Bengal 
from *^all concerns in trade, and went entirely to change 

-f- March 24. Onehundrsdajid 5xty-iiTe to pn^ hQndfc4 and fifteen.' 

F. 2 I the 
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tfie court of judicature^ and the manner oF admintftering 
juftice there, and gave the court of dixedors a fuller coR'*^ 
trol over their fervants. This drew from Lord Clivc a 
long and laboured defence of his condud^ during his laft 
expedition to India. He declared^ that the fole motive 
which led him to expofe his feeble conftitution^ broken as 
, it was, in the fervice of the company, to the fukry climate 
of Hindoftan^ and to the fatigues and dangers of war, was, 
a defire of doing eflential fervice to the company, under 
whofe aufpices he had acquired his fortune, and his fame* 
That, inftead of increafing his fortune, be was feveral 
thoufands poorer thereby. He had been charged with, cila- 
blifliihg a moft deftruAive monopoly of fait, beetle*net, lOr 
bacco, and other commodities in Bengal, wbicbwas a prin* 
cipal caufe of a dreadful famine andiicknefs which i^^ailed 
there, and fwept away fome millions of the inhabitants* 
In fpeaking to this charge, he confined himfelf to the 
duties laid upon fait ; which, according to the population 
which he reckoned to be in the country, and the propor- 
tion each individual paid towards the tax, furnifhed data to 
calculate the yearly produce, which appears to have been 
the enormous fum of 4379500 1. fterling. The reafon he 
affigned for thefe impoils was, that the company's fervants 
might receive an equivalent for the dedu(9ions made from 
their incomes, by the dire£lors having abfolutely forbidden 
the receiving of prefents, and being deprived of a lucra* 
tive trade in ' fait. He acknowledged to have received 
•5-56th fbares, which yielded him 32,0001. which fum he 
diilributed among his fecretary, furgeon^ and another 
gentleman, together wjtb 5000]. more.. The eftablifh- 
jng of a new gold currency in Bengal) during his lord-« 
ihlp's prefidency, had been reprefented as a meafufe cal- 
culated to enrich tfaofe concerned, to. the great lofs and 
injury of the province^ as well as«f the compan/. He 

exculpated 
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exculpated himfelf, by faying, that he knew nothing off 
Ae mixture of metals, and folemnly declared that he reap* 
cd not a fhilllng profit by the coinage. He charged th«' 
diredors very roundly' with having, either through ob* 
ftinacy or ignorance, deranged and fruftrated the beft con- 
certed plans of regulation in Bengal. He attributed the 
unlooked for embarraflments of the company*s affairs to 
four caufes ; a negligence in adminiflration ; the mifcon* 
4uSt of the dire£lors ; the outrageous behaviour of general 
coui^ts ; and the difobedience of the company's fervants in 
.the Eaft Indies. When the bufinefs of the company came 
before parliainent fome years before, the objeft, he faid, 
was not how to fecure fo beneficial a trade, and fo great ari' 
empire, for a perpetuity, but to make an immediate divi- 
dend of 400,0001. to the public, and 200,000 1. to the 
proprietary. The direftors fuddenly flopped profecurions^ 
teftored the fufpended, and undid every thing that had 
been done ; and yet, by the bill which was then moved 
for, they were willing to difable themfel^^s from ever 
withdrawing profecutions for the future. They had erred* 
likewife in being fo eager to fecure their annual ele£iion : 
the firft half of the year, he faid, has been confumed in 
freeing thcmfelves from the obligations contra(£ted by their 
laft elefti^n, and the fecond half has been wafted in in- 
curring new obligations, and forming an intertfl among the 
proprietor$'j but in fpite of all thefe manceuvres, the direc-' 
tion has been fo fluftuating and unfettled, that ftefli and 
contradiftory orders have been fent out with every fleet : 
had they been lefs fickle and abfurd, their concerns would 
have been much more confiftently and uniformly managed. 
The malverfation of their fervants may juftly be charged 
upon the fiu£tuation of their own councils : had they not 
concurred in reftoring fufpended and perfecuted men, the 
governor arid council would hevei have deliberated whc- 

F3 ther 
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th^r tliejr ihouM obey ot not, the orders of tbe dircStlon. 
Fundameotal principles being thus overturned, tbe whole 
fj^ftem tumbles to tbe ground. 

• ♦ • 

His Iord{hip ftated, that tbe .clear net revenue of 3ipngdt 
for 177X9: amounted to no more than 1719000]. wbilft tbe 
^laim of government was 40O9OO0K During his prefi-- 
dcncy^'tbe largeft net fum was brought into the treafury^ 
Tbe^expences of the military eftablifhrnent, as It is calM» 
flncfi that period, has gradually encreafed, until it rofe to 
the prefcn t enormous fum of i ,800,000 1; "per Mnutn. Tbo 
company's fervants having found out the way of-miikiDg 
fortunes by charging exorbitantly in all contra^b for fur* 
nilhing of troops, with provifions and other n^efiaries* 
Hence tbe r4Cvenuo falls ihdrt, though the fum Uvkd 
amounts to little lefs than four millions* The tempta^ 
tipns to amafs wealth, by indired means, he faid^ were 
fo great, that fleih and blood could not withftaad .them. 
He concluded with obferving* that Bengal was the Wght-* 
c^ jewel in the Britiih crown. 

Governor Johnftone replied to Lord Clive*s defence, in 
which he very ably arraigned his lordfhip's condud^ ex** 
^ofed the -flimfinefs and futility of the aiguments brought 
in defence of it. He flated^ that the higheft duties that 
ever were collected on fait in Bengal, were 72,0001. a 
year; tbe general medium was 40,000!. The whole 
bad been farmed for 31,0001. a year. T}ie company, be 
iniinuatedt loft 300,000 1. in tbe progrefs of the frauds, 
as he called them, in the coinage. He did not mean, he 
jtaid, to impeach his lordihip's veracity, but he always un^ 
derfiood, that the prefident bad a certain per ceptage on all 
coinage ; no doubt, as his lordibip bad faid it, he made 
' no proit pf ibe great opportunity th^t occurzc^^ but that 

* ' ' he 
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te kft that Ukewife to bis frfendsj yet he todWliarily'^ad- 
mtf after fuch recent infl^Aces of his abiUtieS) tlmt be was 
fo entirely ignorant pf tbe mixture o'f metals^ as his mo^ 
defly would, incline the houfc to bciieVe. Do not all mca 
kaoW) coAtinved he, that the purity of coin is a principal 
coniideratioti in goyernment^ and that it is of the mok 
dKQger^u^ cdnfequenoe Co tamper with it by any fraudahf^ 
mixtures? Heaft^d^ if hifi lordfliip coaid deny, that tht 
tnohey Wi% coined with thirty per cent, alloy ? Heobje^tf 
to the bill before the b^ufe, and faid, the' Britiih legifi^^ 
ttn-e ihouU <not m6ve in tbe affairs of Afia, unicfs it "soSb^ 
ktkk dignity and tS&Sk. 

The bill was read a fecond time, and then laid by. Tbt 
feafon was too far advanced for a bufinefs of that magni- 
tude^ ahdfo complicated in its nature, to b^ propei-ly dif* 
cuied . A fcnfible and well-informed writer, fays, ifr feemt 
pt^tty evid)»it, that adminiftration had no ferrous intention 
of enteriilg deeply into that inatter for the prefent ; and that tht 
fttbfequcnt movements during the remainder of the fcfflon^ 
were only intended to keep it alive, and to make, or find^ 
fome openings for that great revolution which it has fincc 
dlaWilhcd in the affairs pf the cdnpany. It was perhaps 
^Harther n<;cei&ry, that this bufinefe fttould be fo far entered 
into, as that the company Ihould continue entangled in 
the hands of the parliament during the recefs *. However 
this may be, it is more than probable, that no part of 
this ^an was underflood by the gentlemen whp were the 
immediate afliors in bringing the affeirs of the company^ 
«nde^ confidefatioji,. dnd that they wercaauated by very 
^liferent motivfc!^. 

• Annual Regifter for 17714 
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So mu^h light had . been thrown on the tranfa£lions in 
* Indian and the conduft of the Eaft India Company's fer- 
vants there, that the expediency of fetting on foot a SriS: 
enquiry into the abufes of power which bad been long 
.|ira£tifed with impunity, was very evident* Us well as, that 
Some £ilutary and efFe(3:ual regulations fhould be adopted 
for the future prevention of thofe evils. Many were led 
to infer, from the fads which had com4 out, how une^ud 
k company of merchants were to the fuperintchdencc of fuch 
vaft concerns of a civil nature, in which the lives and for- 
tunes of millions of people were involved ; and that the 
government of fuch opulent andextenfivedominions^ ibould 
be fubordinate to the Superintendence and control of the 
ftat^. . 

4 

At length *5 a felcfl committee, confifting of thirty-onc 
il^embers fi was chofen by ballot, to enquire into the nature 
Mid ftate of the Eaft India Company, and the affairs in th^ 
£aft Indies. The .obje£^s of their enquiries were fo various 
and extenfive, that before the rifing of parliament, they ap« 
fliei for leave to fit during the recefs. 

WhilftMr. Sullivan'sbill wasbefore the houfe,a motion was 
made by Sir Harry Haughton §, for leave to bring in a bill for 

• April 13. 
f The following gentlemen compofcd thi« committees Col, Bur- 
goyne, Chairman $ Sir William* Meredith, Sir George Savile, Lord 
George Germain, Mr. Roft Fuller, Mr. F. Vane,' Col. BarrI, Mr, 
'^ Solicitor General, Lord Howe, Mr* R, Sutton, Mr. Attorney General , 

Mn Thomas Pitt, I^r. Welboce Ellit, Sir.Gilhert Elliot, Mf. George 
Kice, Mr. Pulteney, Mr. C. J. Fox, Mr. Cojmewall, Lord FoUtfton^ 
Gen. Conway, Mr. Hotham, Mr. H. Onglcy, Mr. G. Johnftone, Mr. 
Alderman Trecothick, Mr. Edward Bacon, Mr. A. Curzon, Sir John 
Turner, Capt. Phipp^, Mr. Gregory, Lord Ciive, Mr. Strachey, 
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the relief of proteftant diflenters, with refpeS to fubfcrip- 
tion to articles of faith. This attempt to gain an exemp- 
tion from human impofitions in matters of belief, was fug- 
gefted by the favourable difpofition which many members ' 
of the houfe of Commons fhewed, in the courfe of the de- 
bates on the clerical, petition, to dilTenting minifters, who 
were compellable by law, under heavy penalties, to fubfcribc 
to the doftrinal articles of a church to which they did liot 
belong, and from which they could derive no advantages 
either in promotion or emolument. 

By the a£i: of toleration, which was pafled immediately 
after the revolatix)n, the free exercife of religious worfliip, 
was allowed to fuch proteftants as diflented from the efta* 
blifhment of the church of England ; and their principles 
were allowed to be taught in private fchools, on condition 
that fuch minifters and fchoolmafters fubfcribed before a 
juftice of peace to the dpftrinal parts of the thirty-nine arti-* 
cles ; a non-compliance with which expofed them to heavy 
pains and penalties, if they officiated erthcras paftorsor tutors. 
So that in fafl:, the liberty hereby granted, reached only t6 
fuch as adhered to the do£lrijies taught by Calvin, and wha 
were, on that account, called Calvinifts, which was almoft 
the univerfal perfuafion at that time* j but in the courfe of 
abnoft a century, great changes have taken place in the fen- 
timents of proteftants of all denominations ; and as the 
principles of diffenters allow a greater latitude of opinion, 
and lead them more dire£Uy to free enquiries into the doc^ 
trines derived from fcripture, fuch changes of fentiment 
were more likely to fpread among them, than in the efta- 
bliihed church, whofe tenets carry with them a prefcriptivc 
right to our aflent. It is true, the penalties enafted againft 
fuch diffenters as did not fubfcribe in the manner enjoined, 
were not inflicted 5 but the fame candor and moderation 

which 
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which fuffered them to become obfoletef diflated their l^ul 
lepeah The bill was carried through the houfe of Com- 
mons by a great majority, but upon a fecTbnd reading in the 
houfe of Lords, it was thrown out by 102 lords, including 
proxies, to 29* 

On the firft of May Lord North fentered ort the Bufineft, 

tsf wayis and means, for raifihg the fupplieS for thie fei-vices, 

t^hich had been voted early in the feffidnj by ojpening hife 

Imdget. The grants which bad been Ihade were calctr- 

lated to amount to 5,886,2531. and amlllibhind ahilf 3pfe> 

, cent, confolidated Bank annuities and South Sea annuities, 

1*tre paid off at 90 1, with a douceur of four Ib^tery-tifiktts, 

<4t t2l. 10 s. each !br every hundred pound ftock fubfcrlberf; 

The land-tax was brotight back to ^s. in the pound ; Et- 

thequer bills were contihucd to the ufual amouht ; the Eaft 

India Company's antiual payment was brooght: in aid, anfl 

the produce ot the finking-fund was ahticipated fmhi thfe 

5th of April, 1772, iti the fum of 1,836,^^3! *• 

His 

. * The curidtit retdertnay p«rhapt vifli to lee a iliere psuttoilMr ac- 
c#iuit of %kQ bvfinefti of finance for the year 1772, it thex-efort follows. 



45,000 SeMnen ■ ■ ' i,ioo,doo 

Suilding and rebmlding Ihlps, and ordi* > ^^ 

nary of the Navy ■' ■ j 77 1 4- 
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Total charge of the Nsrtry >■ ■ ■■■ %,o7b,^6^ 

'7>547 effeftivc men, including 15x1 inva-*! 
lids, for guards, and other his Majcfty's J 
land-forces in Great Britain, Jerfey and ^95259378 

Guernfcy, and for the forces in all parts I 
of his Majtfty''s dominions ■ ' ' ' " ^ j ■ 

The eactradrdinarie^ of the Army» •— — S74)43ft 

i,79^,iio 
iSxeheqver Bi lis paid olF ■■ mn nm ■> « . r .ii ■» i^^do^^be 

To the Britifh Mufelim, and for the purchafe of Etruf-l 
. can, Greek and koman antiquities, brought from I 
Italy by Sir WUHanfi Hamilton, K.B. and to enable V ^ ii,t5a 
the Truftees of the Britifii Mufeura to provide a pro- 
per rcpofitory for their reception ■■ ' •— - 
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His lordfliip on this occa&^n fpoke wUh great exultation 
of the flate of the kingdom^ and the happy profpeft which 
prefented itfelf of a long continuance of peace ^ the proha- 

£ 

For the more efFe6(uallr profecuting difcoveriet towcuds ) 

the South Pole —1- ^ J ♦^^^ 

To make good the deficiency of the fimd fpt paying an- *) 
nohics, ia rerpe6l of five millions borrowed in 1758 3 ♦*»44S 

To the Turkey Company * ■ *» ' 1 5>^oo 

To reimburfe his Majefty certain fums iflued in pnr- 7 ^ - 

fuance of addrefles from the houfe of Commohs > *^ 

To *rtakc good the deficiency of grants for the fcrvrce of? - ^ fi 
fhey«ari77x ■ ■> — - J 3M5* 

[An excefs of 48x»oo3.1. apjpeared on laft 
year's eftimate.] " 

To pay off one mifHon and a half 5 ptr cftnt. annuities. 7 

4 90 1. per 100 1. ftock ~I- i i,3$o,ooQ 

For the difcovery of an eafy and prafticablc method «f 7 
making fea-watef frefli and wholefome ' 3 

The remainder of the fupplies was allotted to the 
maintenance of the civil government in the Colo- 
nies and Plantations ; fmrveys in North Americat 
the expences of forts and fettlements on the cobk 
of Africa ; )n&» roads and bridges in Scotland ; 
indcmnitiei to partienlar perions^ and other mat- 
ters. 

The ways and meane to anfwef fhefe.grantsi were^ 

I^and Tax » ■ " ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ^ * . •*— «• ii^oo^ode 

Malt Tax ■ i ■ ■ - ■ 750^000 

Balance from the (inkine fund to January 5, 1771* after) • , - 
defraying lad year's debt ■' ■ ■ " i v ■■■■ « «■■ * « 3 ^ * 

New Exchequer bills tiTued ■ ■ ■ ■ x,8c0|0oo 

Annual payment froid the'Eaft India Company »*■•*-' 4^0^000 

Produce of the finking fund for the quarteri ending )s tA# 4*6 
April 5, 177a » ■! ■ , 3 5>3$» 

Profit on a Lotteiy ■ ■ 1 50,000 

Charged on the finking foiid ■» ■* *■ » ^»^S^f7^i 

A variety of refidues and livings fVd/m different 
funds were appropriated to the cun-ent Service 
of the year. 

[The excefs of the proviflons was efHinated at 53^1539 1.} 

bUity 
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bility of that happy event, he faid, was greater than he hai 
known it in his time ; and fhould it continue for ten years, 
the expectation of which was no ways chimerical, feventecn 
millions of the national debt might be difcharged, by purfu- 
ing the plan which' had then been laid before the houfe. 
The diminution of the annual intereft payable on the na* 
tional debt, arifing from thefe regulations in tho finances, 
would raifc the income of the finking fund, fo as that, in 
conjundion with the ordinary taxes upon land, malt, and 
fo forth, to make the yearly revenue amount ta feven mil- 
liortS. If, when arrived at that point, the nation fbould be 
forced into a war, it is not likely to coft us fuch enormous 
iums, as when we ftood fingle againft France and Spain, 
and at the fame time protefted two fovereigns. If, faid fcis 
loardflup, we embark no farther in expences, than we did ilr 
wars preceding the laft, our yearly difburfements, would, 
he had computed, be, at an average, about feven millions ; 
fo that we ihall be enabled to maintain fuch a war without 
any additional taxes. We do not, faid he, ftand in need of 
any conquefts; our dominions arc at leaft as extenfive as 
wc could wifli 5 and their improvement, not their cfxtenfion, 
Ihould be our chief aim. This opens to us a profpeft at 
Jeaft, of gradually reducing the national debt, a ftcp, which 
will neceffarily riaife our credit and confequence in Europe, 
and terrify our enemies into pacific meafures< 

With this flattering piflure, the houfe in general Were 
extremely wdl pleafed. In a time of profound peace, the 
national debt engages no one's attention, but a few fpecu- 
Jating politicians, who look farther than the prefent mo- 
ment. No flockholder wifbes to receive his principal, but 
upon fuch terms of advantage, as that he may replace his 
money in the public funds at feveral per cent, profit. The 
terms on which this redemption was made, were lucrative 

beyond 
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beyond example ^ and the minifter did not labour to conceal 
bis opinion, that fome perfpns might be more fortunate thaft 
others in an early fubfcription, but no one could fet his 
name for more than 10,000 1, itock. 

The houfe feemed wrapt in the contemplation of the per^ 
manent profperity of the nation, and although nothing 
more exceptionable than the general do&rine laid down^ 
was ever delivered by a firft lord of the treafury, yet the 
pbje£iions darted, were confined to the mode of difcharging 
the million and a half. Beiides the unneceiTary profit which 
was allowed the flock-holder, the blending indifcrimlnatel/ 
two flocks which flatedly and invariably preferved a diSc- 
itnce of two per cent, in their market price, was cenfured 
as highly injudicious*. It was obferved, that it was a 
maxim with.adminiflration to increafe our expences accord* 
ing to the increafe of our income. The minifter was aiked, 
if he would not, in the courfe of ten yeai^s, talk of new 
ciUblifhments, or payment of civil lifi arrears i 

• 

It is worthy of a remark, on what flight foundation the 
£dutary efFe£ls of a ten years peace were built. The reve«- 
^ue, during the preceding year, had not increafed, but 
had rather fallen off; the condition of the Eaf): India Comr* 
pany, which the houfe was in pofl&ffion of only a week or 
^wo before this mighty vauixt was made, afforded the ftrong^ 
t(t rcafons for apprehending that they were in no condition 
to make good their fiipulated annu^ pajnnent in future i 
and without it, although die land-tax feemed fixed, in 
perpetuity, at three ihillings in the pound during peace, a 
.rate unprecedented in former times, the ordinary revenue 
would be quite inadequate to the objefis propofed. 

* Confolidated Bank annuities^ at ihat tim<, ,w$v9 at $% ^'^tht, 
Boutin $c% Q\d ai^nuities at 86 5-8ths* 

But 
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. Btit fi*ppofi»g a eoincideflce of fortunate events to r^Viie 
the catculations of the minifler^ and' we ihouki not haVe 
leen forced into a war, until the yearly revenue amounted 
to feven millions ; with what fha<k>w of reafon could even, 
fuch an inpome be fuppofed equal to the expences which 
would tJicn be incurred- ? At the commencement of the war 
which King William waged with Louis XIV. the charges 
were defrayed by fupplies raifed and paid withiQ the year i 
all the loans were fuppofed to be temporary, and to end 
with the colleQiott'. Too foon however, the pernictoa* 
mode of borrowing on the credit of the fupplies was intro- 
duced, which created oppo&te interefb between the govero- 
Aors and the governed, and a debt of thirteen millions 
was incurred during that r^gn. In the next^ the national 
debt was increafed tw^nty-fix millions more, in confe- 
quence of a war which continued twelve years. Notwith- 
ilanding almoft unive^fal peace prevaikd for the twenty- 
(even years which followed the treaty of Utrecht, yet th^ 
national debt had^ in that ipace of tim^ increafed fix mil* 
lions J arid during three years war with Spain fingly> and 
five years war with Spain: and France united, thirty-^two 
millions were added to the r national incumberance. Sa 
that the wars waged by King William and Queen Annc» 
may be (aid to have been maintained at the expence of about 
two millions per annum> and the iifft vrar in the reign of 
George lid, at four millions per annum $ and according 
to the progrcfSve incre^ife qf expe;iccs in every department, 
fince committees of enquiry and accounts have been over- 
ruled, fimilar exertions could not be renewed at a lefs 
charge to the nation t^an &y6 millioos per annum ; how 
then would a revenue of feven millions be adequate to the 
carrying on a war, when more than four millions is fwali» 
4<>wed up every ye^r in a peac? citabUflunent ? 



The. 



C 1^ } 

The feiHon of parliament was clofed on the 9th of Jort^ 
by a fpeech frcim tfee throncT 

The difpute concerning the Middlefex ele£^!on ha4 now 
fubfided, except that Sir Geo. Savile ev^ry feffion, made^ 
what he called hia^ annual proteft againft the deciAon pf sh«- 
boufe. on that bufinefs, which paiTed without much debate % 
however, it was now revived, by being inveftigated m a 
jijew mode, 

A caufe was tried before Lord Mansfield at Weftmmfter- 
hall *, upon an ^£):ion brought by Mr. Alderman Townf- 
end againft the coIle<^r of the land-tax^ for diikaining a. 
Urge quantity of hay, belonging to Mr. Town&nd, upoa 
his refufiAg to pay the afieflTment of the land-tax^ he noc 
b^Bg fully reppefented in parliament, ai2d conftqiiently he 
confidered the tax as an illegal impoiitien« After the mat* 
ter of M«, Wilkes's different expuifions, rejedions, an<L 
final ificapadtation had been ftated to the jury by Mr« Ser>^ 
Jeant Glynn, arid the houie of Cooimonf feating Mr. Lut«- 
trell, although he had the feweft irotes, the Serjeant told 
te^d tbem^ if they coincided in opiniaa with him, that the 
county of Middlefex was not fully and fairly i'aprefented^ 
they would find for the plaintiff; but if they thought tihs> 
prefect houfe of Cmnm^is had authority to Impofe fuch a. 
xxx^ then the defendant was juftified. He thisa produced 

r evidence of the pdl books, the fiierifFs returjn, &c.. 
prove tljat Mr. Wilkes was the legal reprefentative for 
the county of Middlefex. The attorney-general who waft 
ietained for the defendant, did not appear. ' Mr^ Wallace^ 
^«*o was alfo retained, ciade no other reply than by pro- 
during the at9; of parliament^ under tiw authority of which^ 

• June 9« 
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die colleaor had aded; Lord M.ansfieM then told the jxjry,. 
that the queftion before them was, in fa6t, no other than, 
whether there was at that time any legiflative power in this 
country ? If they acknbwledged there was, then they muft 
find for the defendant ; and that as to the evidence offered 
to be produced by the Serjeant, it was his opinion, that it 
wasnotby law competent, and was inadmiiSble. The jury, 
with little or no hefitation, found for the defendant. Mr. 
Townferid, who was prefent in court, then declared that 
the affair ihould there end. 

On the 14th of Auguft, Lord ttilWborough refigned his 
poft of fecretary of ftate for the American Colonies, as well 
as that of firft lord of trade^ and wai fucceeded in both by 
the Earl of Dartmouth. Soon after his retiring from thefe 
offices, he was advanced to the rank of an Ead of Great- 
Britain. Lord Dartmouth, ih parliament, had voted for 
the repeal of the ftamp-afl:, and fince that event, had al- 
ways oppofed the taxation of America. From the ad- 
vancement of this* nobleman therefore, it was concluded, 
that a new fyftfem of government would take place with 
refpeft to the Colonies- The Earl of Harcourt fucceeded 
Lord Townihend in the lieutenancy of Ireland, when the 
latter was appointed mafter-general of the Ordnance ; on 
the death of the Earl of Albemarle, General Conway ob- 
tained the government of the ifle of Jerfey, whom Sir 
Jeffibry Amherft fucceeded as lieutenant-general of the ord-, 
nance, and was afterwards called to the privy council* 
Lord Stormont was appointed ambaiTador extraordinary at 
the court of Verf;^illes, in the room of the Earl of Harcourt. « 
Mr. Jenkinfon was appointed vice-treafurer of Ireland, 
and Mr. Charles Fox a lord of the treafury in his room. 



The 



The nation h?ul now enjoyed a nine year*$ pesjce j an^ 
that adive fpirit fo prevalent in this country, ^nd charac^ 
teriftic of the people, difcovered itfelf in great and laudable 
undertakings, which tended to facilitate inland traffic, and 
to open a ready communication between great trading towns^ 
by means of navigable canals. The commerce with Ame-f* 
rica indeed languifhed, iii confequence of th^ dif^greemehts 
which had broke out between this country and thofe colo- 
nies ; the beneficial commerce with Portugal ' was on the 
decline ^ the Levant trade too, once fo profitable on ac- 
count of the demand which it caufed for our manufaftures, 
as well as for the produAions of our Weft India Iflands^ 
and on account of the balance which accrued fron^ it, was 
ho longer important. The fouthern parts of France had 
for many years availed themfelves of the advantages which 
their fituation aflbrded, and underfold us in all the Turkiih 
ports. But th« lofs of this trade was now compenfated by> 
the great increafe of the commerce with Ruffia, in confe- 
quence of the advances made in civilisation throughout 
that extenfive empire j and the endeavours ufed by the 
prefent emprefs, to introduce among the highqr orders of 
the ftate, the arts and manners of the more poUihed king- 
cbms of Europe. Notwithftanding which, our foreigi| 
trade, taken in t|ie aggregate, was much on the decline i 
and die balance was againft us in mapy parts o£ Europe^ 
Cfwing to th^ great increale of luxury throughout %he kipg^ 
dcMn. In proof of which, although our gold Coin wa3 re- 
duced to a difgraceful ftate of deficiency, yet conSdemble 
qoantitSes were clandeftinely exported, particularly by tb^ 
Jews* 

Afia was the quarter of the wqrld from whence the nation 
enjoyed an influx of richer* Numbers of 'thole who bad 
acquired fortunes in India, returned every year to their na- 
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tivc country ; thcfe, in general, being eager to purchafe 
eftates, the value of land rofe to a height which it had never 
before reached j the public and private banks were full 
ofcdh J infomuch, that it has been faid to have been in 
the contemplation of government, to reduce the legal rate 
of intereft from five to four per cent, for; notwithftanding 
thefe appearances of wealth in the nation, the public fund^ 
were confiderably lower than they had been foon after the 
peace' took place ! 

. This ftate of the kingdom was very favourable to the 
cnterprizing and induftrious manufafturer and merchant^ 
as It facilitated the procurement of money on perfonal fe- 
curity ; but at the fame time, it encouraged a very deftruc- 
tive mode of raifing money, by drawing and negotiating 
bills of exchange, and ifluing notes of hand, for which no 
valuable confideration was given in the firft inftance j and 
the eafe with which an imaginary capital was thus nufed 
and maintained, occaiioned the jabufe to be carried to fuch 
an excefs, as in the end threatened the deftru£lion of all 
confidence between man and man. People of no fortune^ 
or even fuch as were adlually infolvent, without having in- 
curred the fufpicion of itj were hereby enabled to keep upaa 
appearance of opulence for a time, and to purfue deiperate 
fchemes under the vain expeftation of fpeedily becoming 
rich. Diffipation and extravagance were at once the caufes 
of fuch praSices, and the efFefts produced by them. The 
mafs of unthinking men grew unmindful of their expence^ 
becaufe they were enabled to raife prefent money ta de- 
fray them ; whilft others, were driven to fvich expedients 
when their profufion had wafted their fortunes. Another ' 
praSice which was equally prevalent at the time nowfpokcn 
of, was, hazarding defperate flakes oii the fluduations of 
the public funds. It is true, the mifchievous practice of 

ftoct- 
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ftock-jobbing has prevailed almoft ever fince the creation of 
a national debt ; but the great fluctuation in the price of 
India ftock about this time, afforded greater fcope than 
ufual to the inratiategamefter^ An adventurer, whofe con- 
dud was neither under the reftraints of prudence nor prin- 
ciple ; and who had rifen in a few years from the condition 
of a fervant, to be a partner, and chief manager, in a very 
refpe£lable banking-houfe, having for fome time fpeculated 
with fuccef^ in the alley, and realized a fortune, . became 
intoxicated with his elevation ; he rivalled peers, and even 
Eaft-India nabobs, in his profufe mode of living; and, con- 
fiding in the fuppofed fuperiority of tils penetration, made 
contrads for the delivery of India ftock to an immenfe 
amount, at a ihort future day, fully affured of its falling 
confiderably in the intervening time. In this expe£btion 
lie was however deceived; and the flock rofetoagreat 
height, whereby himfelf and his partners were involved in 
one fudden ruin. Commercial credit was greatly affe£led 
by this failure, efpecially as it was immediately followed by 
other eminent bankers, and many confiderab^e merchants 
became bankrupt. The concuffion was dreadful : all 
the airy bubbles of unfubftantial confequence in the trading 
world, now burft at once. In this ftate of general diftruft 
and alarm, the bank of England refufed to difcount all 
bills ; and many men of the mdft unqueftionable property, 
who had embarked in large concerns, felt all the embar- 
raffments of poverty, being unable to raiie immediate money 
on any kind of fecurity. Many wealthy familiei were 
totally ruined by* the failure of others. The opulent 
tradefman was na longer confidered 2(s an objedl of envy 
Iby the country gcntknaan, who now behdd him as deriving 
all his confequence from precarious and deluGve dependea<- 
cies ; whilft the landholder, although perhaps obliged to live 
in a manner circumfcrlbed, held his fortune by too permar 
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too permanent a tonure tobe endangered^by the indifcretionv 
of others. This violent fliock, however, in its confequeitocsy 
ferved to place commercial inter<x>urfe^ on a mote Mid and 
beneficial bafis, by inculcating whoIeloRie caution and 
prudent rcferve. 

CHAP, in. 

Meeting tf parliament — Embarra^mnts 9f ^e Eafi->Mih 
Company — Plan for fending out fupervifors-^Secret ^om- 
mittee chofen hj the ^boufe of Commonly to enjuire into tbt 
fiaU of the Company^-^Report made hjthe ehainnanr^Dif 
iuJU^n of tbi right t which the Company poffejii by virtue of 
their charter — Bill to reflrmn the Company from fending 
put fuperviforsr^Petiti^n of the proprietors of India fioci to 
tbi boufc'^Revenue drawn from the Company by govern'^ 
ment^^Abufes in Bengal-^endu^ of adminiftration toni^rd^ 
the Compawf arrmgned^-^Froteodings ofita boufii ^fhordtrm- 
Protefl'^Enquiry into the epepediiion agaifffi tio Cafi$k^^ 
Condition of the iJlandofSt. Vincent at the feace-'^Augmen^ 
tation of the half-pay 0/ captains in the navf^Tbe Eafi^Jndia 
Company apply fa parliammffnTo^fpan^^R^ula^ons p^or* 
fofed by Lord Narth'-^^ReporU frcm th^ fdeft cammitte^^^ 
The Company permitted to export their Uas duty free — Re^ 
tnonflrance-^Addrefs from the,. ^Company to parliamen$'^^ 
Bill for regulating the Company's ^ffaij^s^ ^twellifi JntlU 
«t in Europt-^bar^a t^bked. dtait^ Imi. Oku »■ 
Mtaftns vjhub friiaify tpttatt^ t» tUfiat tie «»y«fly-*. 
Pr$ttJ of tht Ltrds agamftibt HO fir rigubttins tht Bajt. 
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inita Ccmfany^Th lean rtfujid an the iondittons pre* 
I fenkfd^The Company xompilltd t9 anept H^^Vafi injbuntce 
' -cifkiffd by gtifernfMwt-^tate ofjinamffsr the year 1 773, 

WHILST the commeteial part of the nation tvas 
fliaLm bjr thsfe unDxpeCkd rrents^ thd parliament 
HFttl called to meet early in the.wintert in iconfequenec of 
flie no tefs alarmtAg ftate of ifhe £afl«India company. 

■ 

Npvember 26^ 1772, hisniajefty opened the feffions of 
parliament by a fpeech £rotn the throne. In which he to!4 
them^ that he had called them thus early together that they 
might have an opportunity of being fully informed of the 
true ftate of the £aft-India company's aiFairs ; and thiU: 
they might make fuch provifions for the common benefit 
and fecurity of all the various interefts concerned, as they 
ihall find beft adapted to the exigencies of the cafe. 

The flattering profpe£ls which the company's fervants in 
Bengal had held out, of the immenfe wealth which would be 
derived to the proprietary from the territorial acquifitions 

r 

there, had proved no other than vain delufions^ The company 
tiad accepted bills from India to the amount of more than a 
million fterling, which was four times the amount which 
diey had allowed the council to draw for ; and in conie- 
quence of the failure of returns from thence, was indebted 
to the Bank for n^oney borrowed, to the revenue of the 
Cuftoms for duties on goods ^ and had not a fufficient.fum 
in their treafury to make good their quarterly payment of 
|Oo,oco I. to government. 

The manner in which the ^Company had been fet at 
aottght by its fervants in India^ Whilft die moft pofitive 
orders of the dii^n^oi^ were either evaded, or utterly drfre'- 
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Igarded, had led it to fend out fupervifors in the year 1769 ; 
4faefe gentlemen were* invefted with very extenfive powers^ 
by the es^ercife of which, it was hoped, that a general re- 
form would have been brought about, and a radical cure 
of thefe growisig evils effsded. But the fhip in which they 
were embarked, was never heard of after flie failed from the 
C24)eof Good Hope^ fo that the mal-adminiftracion in Hin- 
doftan contMiued without reftraint or control. The bill 
which Mr. Sullivan brought in during the laft feffion of par* 
Iiament, but which &t houfe rejened,* aimed at new mo- 
delling entirely the government of Bengal. During the 
fummer, the company had refolved oh fending out fuper- 
vifors to India, and fix ^ittl^mcn were nominated to that 
important triift'*!^, 

. When the addrefs, in anfwer to the king's fpeech was 
moved for in the houfe jt>f Commons, by the Hon. Mr. 
Fitzpatrick, he expatiated on the enormous abufes pradifed 
In India, and reprefented the Company as being in a ruinous 
and defperate condition. Lord North drew a difierent pic-- 
ture. 'He faid, that from every thing he could learn re?- 
fycQing the flate of the Company, their embarradments, 
though grievous for the prefent, were pot of fuch a nature 
as to Weaken their ftability ^ that their vaft ftopk of teas, 
Und; the merchandise importW fropi their diferent fettle-, 
ments, all Which were fafely dcpofited ^t homci befides 
their pr<^rty in India^ and what were Upating on the feas, 
ptoved that their prefent embarraffments were only tempo- 
rary, and ought not to affed the credit of the company^ 
He then made a. motion that a committee of fecrecy, con- 
fifting of thirteen perfons, fhpuld be chofen by ball9t 5 

• General Monckton, George Cumminp William Devaynes/ peter 
J^»fccl|cj, paufcl Wiei> and £dwajr4 WJntfcr^ fSf^s, 

whi^b 



which after confiderable oppofition, was adopted by the, 
houfe*. This committee was furniflied with full powers, 
and It was laid down to them, as an inftruftion, to take, 
into particular confideration, the meafure of fending out a 
commiffioh of fupervifion to any part of our territories in 
the Eaft-Indies. . The feleft committee which had been 
chofen the laft fefSon was then revived, more perhaps from, 
a refpeft to the members who compofed it, than from any 
views which the minifler had of accomplifhing bis piirpofes' 
by, its means. 

The chairman of the fecret c6tnmittee reported to the 
houfe, on the feventh of December, that the Es^-India* 
company, notwithftandlng their acknowledged diftrefies for 
Wa(it of money, were preparing to fend out a commif&onof 
fupervifors to India, the cxpence attending which was, 
calculated at lao^oool. per annum, which would ftill add 
to their diftrefs 5 and recommended that a bill fliould be 
brought in, to reftrain them for a limited time, from fend-, 
ing out fupervifors ; and a bill was brought in accordingly. 

All the powers of eloquence, and force of reafoning, - 
"where called forth in the difcuffiOn of this momentous 
point. The.attooiey and (blicitbr'-genecal contended that: 
the charter of the company did not empower it to ap-( 
point fupervifors. ' Tbie malverfations which had been fo* 
long pra£|ifed with impunity, in the £aft, were reprefented 
a$ too enormous for any eiFort of the court of dired^rs to* 

* The gentlemen chofen were Mr, Alderman Harley, chairma^n, 
(whofe great lincle, the firftEarl of Oxford, was an arbitrator chofen 
to ad)nft the interefts of the two Eaft-India companies^ when they 
were imited ia 1701) Lord Fredeni^ Campbeil, Lord Palmerftone/ 
Mr. Rigby, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Jenkinfon, Mr. Jackfon^ Mr. Fitz« 
patrick, Mr. lurrcl, Mr. Ryder, Mr. Walpole, Mr, Eame«, and 
Mr. CilberU 
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eorreA ; and that the powers which government pofleffed^ 
were alone capable of reftoring the inhabitants of Hindoftan 
to the fecuTe enjoyment of liberty and property^ curbing ra- 
pacity and violence, and directing the revenues of that ex- 
tenfive country into their prdper channels. The fubjeA 
naturally led to an enquiry, whether a company of mer- 
chants, a£^'ng under a charter, have a right to conquer and 
hold to themfelves dominions, and eflablifli civil regulations 
there) independent of the flate to which they belong. 

In the progrefs of this reftraining bill through the houfe, 
Mr* Sullivan delivered a petition from the Eaft-India com- 
pany againft it* ; in which, with all deference to the wif- 
dom and fupreme authority of parliament, they repfefent 
the bill as fiibvedive of thofe rights which they hdld under 

which have been purchased 
by their predcCeflbrs from the public for a valuable coil- 
Jideration, confirmed by Several afts of parliament^ thepro- 
vifioqs of which the petitioners are not in ahy degree con- 
icious of having violated. '\ . , ^ 

It then complained, that the report of the fecret com- 
imttee, upon which the bill wai » pro^ed^ w^ ^ribneous 
ifith refpea to the calculation of the «itpetll*e6 ; and 'if tiieiif 
allhi#s had been examined in a public manfitr^ th^petitioli^rs 
might havfe had an oppwtunlty tf attending td thei^ fevertJ 
ifttertto J the report which v^ouW then hstft been made, 
mtottldhate been very dMfeeni: frbm Aat which ha$ appeared. 
Ittten ftated^ that the; ekpttie^ of the commimoii-wij de*^ 
figned to have been defrayed from a part of the favings pro- 
pofed to U mad^ thereby, fo that the creditors of the Com- 
pany could not have been injured in any d<^ree, but muft 
have been on the contfary (ceatly bej^wSto^. It fuggefted ' 

• It was figned hfjio mow ttsin fo\ii teen proprietors of (lock. 

th« 
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the dangerous confequences to the Company arifing from 
luch a bill, which would {)revent them from taking th^ 
neceflary fteps for the arrangement of their aflFairs, and 
thereby may deprive them df the means of fulfilling 
their engagements to the public ; and concluded with 
claiming, with all humility, the benefit of the law of the 
land, and the public faith of the nation, for the free enjoy<» 
ment and exercife of the rights and powers whic]b they held 
under their charter; and prayed, that they may be heard bjr 
themfelves, or their counfel, againft the bill. 

Counfel being hereupon admitted, it was given in evi- 
dence at the bar of the houfe, that government had received 
by the nettdudes^ and the ikipulated 400,000 1. little lefs 
^|to two millicms alinudly fr6m the Company ; which at 
tlie fame time bad loft a million by the indemnity agi^ement 
it|K»i tea, of which 700,000 L went to government, atid the 
ittnainder to the purchafers. The whole of the Company^ 
receipts of dividetids during the five laft years, ibarody 
aotfrnsted to 9<^0^0Q0l. tnort thsUi 6 per cent, upon its ca- 
pital, which was the loweft trading dividend that had ever 
been made during the moft expenfive and dangerous war. 
It appeared upon the whole, that the Company's mercantile 
profits during the above period, amounted, on an average, 
to 4^4,000 1, annually, which would have aiForded a divi- 
dend of kl and a half per cent, fo that while government 
profited to the great amount of two millions, the proprietary, 
inftead of reaping arty benefit, loft confiderably of the divi- 
dend, which the profit of their trade only^ independent of 
the territorial revenues, would have aiForded. 

'iThefe fa£ts Were much infifted on by the counfel who 
were heard on th^ third reading"*. The abufes in India, 

f December iS. 
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particularly at Bengal, were reprefented with equal preci- 
Hoil. • In the military eftablifliment there, the annual ex- 
pence of thirty-thoufand foldiers, not four thoufand of 
whom were Europeans, amounted to above a million. At 
Fort St. George, where an army of twenty-three thoufand 
men was maintained, of which four thoufand four hundred' 
were Europeans, the annual expence was near 300,000!. 
By putting the Bengal army on a fimilar footing with that 
at Fort St. George, the cicpence'^ght to be very litile marc 
than 400,000 K If this reform cduld by^ any 'means be 
brought about, the faving to the Company would excQecl' 
half a million annually. 

The famegradation of prof ufioi^ was. observed in the civiii 
cftablifhment. At Bengal, one hundred^ mi feventy-one; 
civil fervants, axmually coft, the .Cc^l^atiy 300^000 L and 
stFort St. George onii h^undred a^d fourteen «ivil .ienrants^ 
cpft only 50,000 1. Thefe .were S^i t^ te.pf oper objefls of ' 
legulation; and it was evident tgfre9t.f«Vjiiig5>vatid.fach ast 
prodigioimy.excee4ed tl;^ f scfiE^oeft of Tupefyi£irs> tai^kc 

Befides the regulations neceffary to be introduced into thc> 
civil and military eftabliihments, other (economical pla^s 
might be adopted. Great abufes had been committed in 
making additional fortifications and building barracks. Tbe- 
whole expence efforts fince 1765, the time when the feleft . 
committee at Bengal was firft inilituted, amounted to more 
thaif 1,200,000 1. The natives were lijc^wife grievoufly op- 
prefled, not only by heavy duties on all the neceflaries of 
life, but by a tax called Matoot, which was levied under 
pretext of repairing bridges, roads, ^c. the produce of 
which was divided among the committee ♦. . 

* Mr. Sykes, who was then in the houfe^ vyas charged with having re- 
ceived feveral thoufands per annum from this tax, which was levied for 
f),ve years without the knowledge of the dire^ors at homo* 

Vntil 
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Until the fclcft committee of Lord Clive had the direct 
tion of affairs, the civil and military expences of the Com- 
pany at Bengal had never exceeded 700,000 1. The next 
year, 1766, they came up to 900,0001. and fo on, gra- 
dually, till at length, in 177 1, they amounted toi,8oo,oooL' 
fterling. This detail clearly demonftrated, that a commifficMt 
<rf' able and upright men, veiled with juft power and autho- 
rity, might fave the Company fums, againft which the ex- 
pence of die fupervifors woold weigh but light in the fcale. 
The eotsnfel contended, that the Company claimed a right^ 
of managing their own concerns by the powers vefted in 
them by their charter, and likewife in return for fignal fer- 
fIccs which they had rendered to the nation. 

Thus the evidence given in at the bar, and the pleading 
of counfel, (erved to eftablifli fads which were not before 
doubted, namefy, the great delinquency of the Company*^ 
fervants ; bfit they did net fend to eonfifmthe belief, that 
die Company was competent to liie redrefs of thefe abufes, 
efpeebdly as the feleft committee at Calcutta, from whence 
diefe enormities had fprung, was formed for the purpofe of 
eorre&ing fuch evils. * ^ 

The important queftion was, whether the' pttfent exi- 
gency and imbecillity of the Company, were fuch as war- 
ranted the interpofition of parliament. Lord George Ger- 
main acknovdedged the bill to be a great ftretch of parlia- 
mentary authority, and not to be juftifiable but by the moft 
cogent neceffity, which precedes all other law ; but he faw, 
in that inftance, the neceffity preffing upon the hbufe to in- 
terfere^ in the cleareft manner^ 

Lord John Cavendiih was of a diiFerent opinion. He 
fidd, when .extraordinary remedies become die ordinary en- 
gines 
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giJiet of goyeromontp you may be afiiired you have a Weak' 
miniftry. Men of fuperior, and even of common abilities^ 
forefee, and endeavour to prevent great evils ; and if% in the 
flu&uation of human Events, fuch evils fhould neverthdefa 
arife, they know how to remove tbeipi without oaring vio- 
lence to the general fyftem ^ to thofe facred ii^ftitutionst 
which are to human fodety, what gravitation is to the con-«( 
ftitution of the univerfe. 

« • 

On this occafion Mr* ^urkf difplayed all tho^ rare quft- 
Uties of the head and beaij^^ with lyhich he is fo eminendy 
gifted. He obferved, that in 1767 parliament ;ook the fiatD 
of the £aft-India Company's trade an^ revenue int# conlif) 
deration, for the doing which five reafons were affigned,— 
The maintenance of th^rpHblic faith — The fupport of pub- 
lie €redit-:-The increafe of tbe Company's trade7*<*The it^ 
citafe of it^reye^^es^-^And.thie (jsqirity of ^ ftgckkoMfii* 
This grand and ialutary plan ifiraa enlered upon. Booka 
upon bodksy a^ WV^^ t'^on p^pan^ ^vmre bfoiigjtit iipA^a^A 
piled upon the table. The fiibje£l w«a coii£fdeir(s<i .ia4 Hht 
confidered ; debate iucceedod debatP) apd r^olutionfoUoined 
jefolution. One and forty times did the houie fit on thi% 
bufinefs, and more than once till four o'clock in the mom* 
ing. What waa the reAUt ? ^$4 fkrat hU iantum digmm 
prcmfffir biaiu f What did. this mountain in la}>our bring 
forth ? No moufe truly^ but a fair round fum of 400,000 L 
a year to government. In this n^amier did parliament pro- 
vide for the maintenance of- the public faith, and the fup- 
port of public credit ! In this ma^i^r did parliament in* 
creafe the Company's trade and revenue, and give fecurity 
to the flockholders ! When the Company canu Jown hand* 
ibmely, and furnifhed a reafonable fum to pay off the ar* 
rears of the civil lift^ arrears fo bonouiaUy and ufefuily 
contra^ed^ the five reafons were forgot The eyes of par« 

liament 
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Jiaaeiit wtre daexled, and coaM no longei^fee liMr ta tnAt 
any regulaidons for Securing the permanence and ftabUity of 
itat lucrative bargain which it had made. The Company^ 
without the aid of precedent, widiout the Ught of expe'^ 
rifoce^ wHhottt chart or compafs, was allowed to fteer at 
random through this perilous ocean. What wonder that 
they loft tlieir courfe I The wonder would have been, if af« 
fifted by no Kghts, but by thofe communicated by fervants^ 
mterefted through the fear of paft embezzlement, and the 
¥ope of ftiture peculation, to miflead, they had not been be-* 
wiMered and loft. The diftreft of the Company arife$ from 
^ improvidence of adminiftration, and the Ihort-fighted- 
ntfs of parliament, in not forming foir it a iyftem of govern- 
ment Aiitable to its fon^ and conftitution. He added. Or 
am I miftaken ? Were the affairs of the Company defignedly 
Ml in eoRfttfion i Were the dire£lor$ left without any ef« 
l^Ual control over delinquent fenrants ? Was the collec-* 
tion of the nevemies left without any check i Was the ty^* 
nmiy of a double government, like our double cabinet, to« 
Iwtad, with a view of feeing the concerns of the Company 
become an abfolute chaos of diforder, and of giving govern^ 
niient a handle for ieizing the territorial revenue ? I know 
AsLt this was At original feheme of adminlflration, and I 
violently fofpcA that it never has been relinqnifiied. If 
Ar nmiiftry havo no finifter tiew, if they do not mean by 
thie ttnconftitutional Aep to extend the influence of the 
erown, they will now (peak out, and explicitly declare their 
ifitvntions. Their filence may be juftly conftrued into ar 
confeffion of fiicb a defign, and they wiH thenceforth ber 
confidered aa the determined enemies of the liberty of tbeir 
country. God knows, that the places and penfions, and 
^EpoAancies furnidied by the Briti& eAabtifhment, are too 
powerful for the fmall remains of patriotifm and public fpi-* 
rit that rcmsjin in our ifland. What then will become of 

us. 
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Wf if B^K^f if tbe Ganges* pour in a new tide of cor« 
niption i Should the evil genius of Britiih liberty fo ordain 
it, t fear thin houfe will be fo far from removing the cor-- 
ruptton cf the Eaft, that it will be corrupted by it. I 
diead more from the infe&ion of that place, than I hope 
from the virtue c^ this houfe. Was it not the fudden 
plunder of the Eaft that gave the final blow to the freedom 
of Romei What reafon have we to expeSt a better fate! 
I conjure you by every thing which man ought to hold 
facred i I conjure you by the fpirits of your fbrefiithers, 
who fo nobly fought and bled for the caufe for which I 
now plead ; I conjure you by what includes every thing, 
by your country, not to yield to the temptations which 
the Eaft in die hands of the crown holds out, not to fink 
into the gulph of corruption, and to drag after you your 
pofterity, your country. I obteft heaven and* earth, tha^ 
in all places, and at all times, I have hitherto flioved by 
the gilded hand of corruption, and endeavoured to ftem the 
torrent which threatens to overwhelm this land. Upon 
tbe whole, the bill is dangerous in itfelf, as being die firft 
ftep towards a total invafion of the Company's territories in 
Bengal; and, ihould we admit the motives which lead to 
it to be good, yet fuch a ftep is dangerous as a precedent. 
1 do not, however, deny that the houfe has power to pafa 
it, but you have not die rights There is a perpetual con* 
fufion in gentlemen's ideas from inattention to this mate* 
rial diftin£l:ion; from which, properly confidered, it will 
appear, that tl>is bill is contrary to the eternal laws of right 
an^l wrong, laws that ought to bind all men, and above 
all men, legiflative aflemblies ! 



(, 
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. Ill the houle of Lwds it met with a faint oppofition, bat 
.was produAive of a proteft, in which, among' many othet 
reafons affigned, it was oppofed, becaufe it appears that the 
company were, not only authorifed by law^ but bound in 
.duty, to appoint a commiffion for regulating their affsu^ 
^i correcting abuies. It might have beenalledged againft 
the company, that non-ufer and neglect of applying legal 
powers, for the ends for which fuch powers were given, 
DWere matters pf delinquency in tha^t corporation, and might 
have fubjeded them to procefs in the courts below^ or to 
an adverfe proceeding in parliament. It is a government, 
the protefters conceive, full of deceit as well as violence^ 
where men are to be puniihed if they decline, or to be 
reftrained if they endeavour to exercife their lawful powers. 

The bill paffed by. twenty-fix to fix. No fooner was this 
bufuvefs defpatched, than the two houfes adjourned for tho 
(^hriftms^s recefs. 
. ... 

When the parliament was re^aflembled, the Hon. Mr. 
Xhomas Townihend moved ^ for an enquiry into an ex- 
pedition which had been made againft the Carribbean 
Indians, dwelling on the Ifland of St. Y^"^^"^> ^^ ^^^ 
Weft Indies. 

This Ifland, together with thofeof St. Lucia and Domi* 
aica^ had been formerly confidered, both by us and the 
Freochy as neutral, and the natives as lawful poiTeiTors of 
ijit foil. When St. Vincent's 'became fubjed to Great -Bii* 
ttiin, at the peaces of Fontainbleau, the French planters had 
Ibttled In the northern, or leeward parts, whilft the native 
Carribbeans occupied the windward, or fouthern, di&ids* 

• January as, lyyj. . 

, When 
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Wbeii Qfi^B were ifluod from the tmafliiy^ for &b fait of 
UM% in the ceded iflands, the French pofleflbrs on thte 
IPQtt Were required to pay certain ftipulated fums for the 
\mi9 which they dccupied, the right by which they held 
Item being confidered as invalid j but orders were given, 
^ft the Caribbs £houid not be dif^urbed in their pofTeffions, 
Whilft they obfetved a quiet and inoiSsnfive demeanour. 
Among tbefe (i!!arib)>s, were about a thontand fighting men. 
The now fettlers who arrived from England, foon beheld 
with a jeiloua eye» the fertile plains which were occupied 
by thefe people. They pn^fed an exchange of lands, by 
ffhiA theft Indians would poflbf^ a part of the iflaiMl 
equally convenient for their ooeupations of hunting and 
fiflttng, but being overrun with wood unfavourable tor cuU 
tivation. This propofed exchange was approved by govern- 
mnt at home, but reje&cd with great fpirit by the Caribbs, 
viio infifted on their right of retainii^ the bnds which 
they poflefled, in the fame independent nMnner in which 
they had hitherto held them, declaring that they acknoW<t 
kdgpd no more fubje^on to the King of Great-Britain, 
thm they had formerly done to the monarch of France,. 
This firm maii^tenance of their natural rights was repre-. 
ftnted, by the rapacious pbmters, as a dangerous eKiirpae- 
ing (^irit, which expoiied the new Colony to continuai 
dangers of being overwhelmed, and it was fabmitted tq 
govcfimient, whether it was not expedioit to tranfport 
fliefe ttiAai^y people either to the coaft of Africa, of to tlMT 
4Kfart Illtnd of St. Matthew. Thektei tAatm was at leagdt 
conyliid wkhi oncondltioathattheyoQtthliMitbehfoii^ 
t» fthmit to the Englifli gftvermnent, and inftrnaiona wii# 
ftnt by LoM Hillfboroogh to provido then with eveiy ne^ 
coftqf vcommodattoo, and' ihew theoa the maft hmmiMr 
treatment, both in their conveyance to, and eftablifhment 
in dicir new fettlqnent^ fint as the Caribbs were highly 

4 kritated 
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irtitat^i at 1)eing thus dlfpoflrefTed of their native pbfleffions^ 
and as there was no force on the ifland fu^cient to execute 
the orders, in April 1772, General Gage ^yas direfted to 
fend two regiments from North America to St. Vincent's, 
and a force nearly equal thereto was coUc&ed from the other 
iflands. The arrival of thefe tioops, together with fome 
men of w^r which were deiigned to co-pperat^ in the attack, 
no ways intimidated the Caribbs, who defended themfelves 
with their ^ows and arrows, and other n^iffile weapons, in 
the ufe of which they were very expert. The rainy feafon^ 
which was . then fet in, and the v/ant of proper huts to 
ihelter the troops, caufed great ficknefs among them j the 
accounts of which that were tranfmitted to England; 
joined to the fuppofed injuftice of the war which was 
waging,, gave birth to the enquiry, which however was 
deferred from time to time, in expectation of fome official 
advices being received. It was not, until the I5»th of Fe- 
bruary, that witneffes were examined at the bar ; fome of 
whom reprefented the Caribbs as a quiet, friendly, and 
fair-dealing race of men, who had been driven to ads of 
hoftility by ^he injuftice and avarice of the new fet tiers 
from England ; whilft others defcribed them *as perfi« 
dious and cruel, with violent paffions, and indulging a 
)awlefs freedom in the gratification of them, and from their 
attachment to the French as dangerous neighbours, efpe* 
cially in a new fettl^ment. The evidence being gone thro% 
Mr. Townfliend made two motions, the firft of which 
was, ** that this expedition to St. Vincent was undertaken 
without Sufficient provocation on the part of the Caribbs, 
upon the reprefentation of interefted men, and rauft, jf 
fuccefsful, end in their total exterpation." The fscond, 
«« that the military were fent out in an improper feafon of 
the year, and that it was likely to end in the ruin of fome 
of the beft troops in the fervice." 

H After 
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Afteir much debate, the boufe divided, for <he firft mo^ 
tion eighty-eight, againft it two hundred and fix# For the 
fecond feirenty-eight, againft it ninety- nine. 

Whilft the fubjeA was thus agitating in. parliament, a 
treaty was entered into between the Caribbs and Major 
General Dalrymple, who commanded the King's troops : 
by which^ the former agreed to become fubje^ of the King 
of Great- Britain, to, take an oath of fidelity and alle- 
giance, and to fubmit to the laws and government of the 
ifland, fo far as related to their intercourfe, and to all 
tranfa£tion$ with the white inhabitants ; but in their own 
diftrifts^ and in all matters that related to each other, they 
were to retain their ancient cuftoms and ufages* They^ by 
the fame inftrument, ceded a large tra£t of .valuable land 
to the crown, in confideration bf thofe parts of the iffand 
which they retained, being fecured to them and their pof- 
tcrity for ever. 

The fale of lands in the ceded iflands, was a meafui^ 
which had drawn on miniftry much cenfure ; the exigen- 
cies of the ftate were urged in its defence, and the largis 
fums which would thereby be brought into the treafury ; 
but although the lands were fold, the fumi deceived by 
government were extremely inconfiderable, fo that the 
fcheme evidently tended iniqoitoufly to enrich individuals^ 
without benefiting the ftate ; notwithftanding which fla- 
grant malverfation, no enquiry was fet on foot, fo that k 
was not the Eaft-India Company alone that was^ plundered 
by its fervants. 

February 9, Lord Howe brought up a petition from the 
captains of the navy, praying a fmall addition to their 
half-pay. Lord North informed the houfe, that no matter 

whicb 
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Which was to affeft the public revenue^ ought to be agi-» 
tatcd there, without the con&nt of the crown, given by 
fome of its officers : he did not however meaii^ to oppofe 
the petition on that ground, and would give his confent to 
its being brought up, but he meant, for many cogent 
reafons, to oppofe it through every ftage. 

Notwithftanding the authority which declared againft the 
petition, and that the three moft eminent naval commanders, 
Hawke, Saunders, and Keppel, were prevented from at- 
ttending on account of indifpofition, the houfe in general, 
Teemed heartily to enter into the interefts of the petitioners. 

Lord Howe ftated to the houfe, the grounds on which the 
requeft of the petitioners was founded, by taking a view 
of the manner of paying and providing for the captains of 
the navy, from the time of their firft having a permanent 
exiftence as a military body, to the eftablilhment by which 
thet^ pay is now regulated. He defcribed the manner in 
which they were provided for in times of peace during the 
icigns of Charles lid, James lid. King William and 
Queen Anne; and Ihewed, that until the year 1715, when 
they were put on the footing in which they have ever fince 
continued, they were always highly rewarded, by pofts of 
confiderable profit, by particular gratifications, and by a 
half-pay, double to what they now receive. His lord- 
fhip therefore moved, that the petition might be referred 
to a committee, in order to confider the fame, and report 
their opinion to the houfe* 

Lord North acknowledged the merits of the petitioners, 
and their claims on their country for favour and fupport ;• 
but lamented that the prefent fltuation of our finances 
would not admit of any additional expences being incurred, 

H 2^ however 






Biowe^er forcible the plea whkh might he Qrged for theitr. 
He obferved, that by granting the petition, this houfe would 
be iRiportuned with many more. The military would next 
Iblicit relief, ahd be was informed, that the (hipwrightf 
meant to prefer a petition for an advance ef their wages, 
and it would be impofRbte for the ttstlt to comply with the 
jreqiiefts of fucb numerous bodies. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, trcafurcr of the nary, entered into 
an hiftoricai detail of the public provifions made for the 
navy, both in times of noiiremployment and a£lual fervice^ 
from the reign of Henry VIIL when a naval force was firft 
regularly eftabHfbed, to that of, King William, and con- 
cluded with ftating fome pertinent fa£ts which occurred in 
the latter reign. In the year 1692, the pay of a captain in 
, the n&vy, was 27 s. per diem, with an allowance of twelve 
fervants, at fix-pence per day each, which made the iriiole 
33 s* The year after, a different arrangement took place ^ 
the pay was raifed to 30 s. add the allowance for fervants 
flruck off. During both thefe regulations, the half-pay 
was 15 s. The year 1699 was remarkabk for a variety of 
oeconomical reforms, among which the expences of the 
naval department were retrenched. The full pay of cap- 
tains \H^as reduced from 30 s. to' 20 s. with v/hich likewifc 
the half-psay lift was to conform. Soon after the peace pf 
Utrecht, it underwent another confiderable redudion^ 
which brought it to the rate at which it pow ftands. He 
did not, however, wiih that the houfe fhould comply with 
the prefent application. 

In fupport of the petition it was alleged, that not more 
than five or 6000 1. per annum, would be required to gratify 
the wiflies of fo refpedlable a body of men, to whom the 
nation owed the highefl obligations , and it was aflced, is 

that 



Ast a fum to affcdt % great and opulent natIoii« at the tsnd 
of a ten years peace ^ when France, notwithftanding her 
de^E2d:f, diflrefles, and public iniblveDcy, had the ^ood po^ 
licy to make a provifion for her navy captains ? The large 
fums which in the laft fejGlon had been voted fpr mriu^ and 
other purpofes of much lefs national concernment, were 
placed in contrail to the prefent pariimonious humour. 

Upon a dirifion, the petition was received by a majority 
of iiine ; the numiiers being 154 to 145. Upoi!! vriiich oc-> 
caiion, thd firft lord of ^e treafuiy found himfeif again in, a 
minc^ity*. An addreft was foon after prefented to his 
majefty, that an addition «f two (hiilin^ a day might be 
made to. the half-pay of navy captains, which brought it to 
about iiol. per aonatn. When the bill caaie: out of the 
cfnniiiittee^ Lord North not only fiipported it, hut pro- 
pofed that it jfhoidd %e extended to encr^afing the pay of 
captains in the navy, eommanding fifth and fixth nim, 
10 adual fenirice; Vut this aoiendmetit was aver^ruks^. 

N<Mhividifl«nding the deplorable flate of affairs in die 
£afl>Indie84 a twdvemanth had paffed i» which f^*^ 
Jiaciient h«d. (fi9e£M ita «attciitton^ nwely'to Mgfttlve the 
. j>liuifS for fiofclmtation. Which the diredors spid {proprietary 
had adopted ; during which time, a wide fc^pe w^givfQ- 
to that fpirit of rapacity which uniyerfalljr prevailed in 
Ihdia. -The time was however, at length arrived, for the 
minifter to thange hrs ground 5 whilft fucH events had 
turned up, as tended to gratify eMfery wift whjeh the vc^ 
ambitious ftatefman coiild fornix 

At a general court of proprietOfs of India ftook, held on 
the twenty-fourth of February, 1773, the queftion was de^ 

• Lord North voted agaihft* Mr. Grenville's bill to regulate con- 
^pvcrtpd tlcaions^ and fo?r tUe Eaft-India Company's recruiting bill. 
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cided ^y ballot, whether an application fiiould be made to 
parliament for a loan of a million and a half, or fo' much a$ 
jbould be wanted, by inftallmopts, for four years, at four 
pounds per cent, per annum, with liberty of repaying the 
fame as foon as the Company may be able, by payments of 
not lefs than 300,000 1. it was carried 405 to 199. 

In con&quence of which refolution, a petition was prcr 
fen ted to parliament for that purpofe ; and it was therein 
farther propofed, that the Company ihould not* make a 
dividend of more than fix per cent, until one half of the 
propofed loan iras difcharged ^ vi^en they might raife their 
dividend to eight per cent, and after the whole lx)an was 
difcharged, that the furplus of the net profits arifmg in 
England above the faid dividend, ihould be .appropriated 
to the payment of the Company^s bond debt, until it was 
reduced to a million and a half; and from thence, that the 
farplus profits fbould be equally divided between the pub- 
lic add the Company. It was alfo requefted, that the 
Company fhould be relcafed from the heavy penal intcrcft 
isicurred' by tiie non-payment of money, owing in cdn- 
fequehce of the late a£ts for the indemnities on teas, ana 
alfo difcharged from the annual payment of 40^,000 1. to 
the public, for the reiiuunder of the five years fpecified In 
the agreement. 

A committ^ of the whole hpufe pi^eeded tp take into 
fconfidcration the aflFairs. of the Eaft-India* Company f. 
Lord North e^terjed on the bufipefs, by difclaiming t^e 
idea that the Company ip their prefent exigency, had a 
plaim, of right upon the public for relief. He reprefented 
i^b YH&fyms which had been paid into the Exchequer by 

f March 9«# 277). 
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the Company, as bearing ho proportion to the revenues 
drawn from the Afiatic territories ; the depredations of their 
fervants in India, neither the minifter nor the faoufe of 
Commons, were any ways acceflary to, or anfwerable for ; 
but the granting relief to the Company, was a matter of 
neceflary policy and expediency, although in no degree a 
claim of right or juftice. He then entered largely into the 
ftate of the Company, and declared it to be a fai^, that 
the directors had pippofed a dividend at the very time 
"when the Company was in little better than an infolvent 
ftate $ and before the next September, the Company would 
be deficient 1,300,4251. To extricate this great commer- 
cial body from fo alarming a fituation, various plans had 
been fuggefted ; one was, that the Company might be em- 
powered to borrow money Upon bond, to the amount of 
what they wanted ; but he difapproved of that method, as 
they had already ftretched their credit too far in that way. 
Funding the Company's bills was another expedient named ; 
but this his lordfhip faid, would not anfwer the purpofe, 
becaufe it would not bring immediate relief. So that 
upon the whole, be thought it for the intereft of the pub- 
lic, that the relief granted to the Company ihould come 
from the public } at the fame time, taking the neceflary 
precautions ta prevent the like diftreiles befalling the Com- 
pany in future ; he therefore propofed two refolutions to 
be adopted by the houfe, by which a loan of 1,400,0001. 
ihould be granted, and not more than fix per cent, be 
divided among the proprietors until tbe whole llhould be 
repaid. That the Company be allowed to divide no more 
than feven per cent, until their bond debt be reduced to a 
million and a half ; and no more than eight per cent, before 
tbe participation of profits between the public and the 
Company fhall take place. The latter propofition was re- 
jeStcd. At the £ime time, his Lordibip waved tht par- 
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picular difcuffionof thequeftion, concerning theCom(mny*» 
claim of cxclufive right to its territorial pcdTeffions ;. yet 
infifted on. a prior right in the ftatc, from whence he in- 
ferred the juftice and legality of interpofing its authority in 
all cafes, in the Company's affairs ^ and fiipported his aiTer^ 
tioa by the opinion of very found lawyers^ whom he fiyle4 
the luminaries of the age^ who had d^clal'ed that fach fer^ 
ritorial pofTeffions as the fubjed^ of any ftate fiuJl actjuire 
by Conqueft, are viHually the property of th^ ftate, az^d ^lOt. 
of thofe individuals who acquire them* 

Although the queftioh of rigt^t ii^ the Company to rev 
eeive the revenues from;3en|al, was not, at thatti|be» the 
fubje<3: of d^bate^ yet fuch a fehfiment bein^ ihcidehtally 
delivered, by the prbmier, drew forth replies ; a|id it was 
infifbd, that vVben the ftate maizes a folebm and autbenti? 
delegatioii of its ^utl^ority to a diftin£t d^d feparate body, 
it cannot^ ctmftflendy with juftice and public faith^ ky 
4:Uim to pdiTe^hs which that b6dy ziiay legally, acquire. 
And it was ipfifted, that the Company's pofTeffitos in In^ 
dkt werbikK; ftxiStlj conquefts, but farms| held from the 
prince, who was their proprietor and rightful owndr ; an4 
that a queffion of propertj^ of that nature W^ to be de^ 
icided in a court 6f juftice, and was not a pumper fubjedjt 
of difcufion for the houfe of Commons, wbei% the public, 
who was a par^ in the caufe, ^Ould fit in jud^nient. 

At length, after Ibe fubjed in general had been mucH 
difcuffed, Lor4 Niwth :inf6rtned the houfe *, that in an- 
fwer to the pjctitioji of the ^ft-India Company of the 
ad of March, the king had left the fole deteflfiinatioii 
of the affiif to that Houfe : bis lordfliip then proceeded 

♦ April 5. 
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#0 ftate die prc$ofi{k}iia ii^bich he had to inake to the hottTc. 
The firft of which was^ " That it is the opinion of thii 
boufe^ it will be more heivslicial to the puUict und thd 
Eaft^India CoinpajCi>% to let the territorial acquifitions tf 
auin in the pofieffion of the Company for a limited timtf^ 
not exceeding the terms of fix years t^ to commencArlrooi 
the agreement betweien the public and the company." 

<< That no participation of profits 0iall take place he* 
tween the public and. the Company, until after the repays 
ment of the i,4.0DiOool. advanced to the Company^ and 
ther^uSdon 6{ the Company's hond.debt.to a miliiOa 
and a lialf«'' 

*^ That after the payment of the Idan advanced tO 4b€ 
Company, and diereduAion o£ their bond debt to thd.fmm 
fpecified, three*fourths of the net fitplus profits of .the 
Company at hom^ above the fum of eight per cent, upon 
their capital ftock, (hall be paid into the Exchequer, for the 
uie of the public ; and the remaining one-fourth ihall be 
let apart, either for farther reducing the Company's bond 
debt, or for compofing a fund for thie difcharge of any 
contingent exigencies the Company may Ubour under/' 

Thefe conditions, proposed by the minifter, differed in 
pnany particulars from thofe offered by the Company : anef- 
fential difference was, in the diftribution to be made of the 
furplus profits between the Company and the public, after 
the reduAion of their bond debts, and being able to divide to 
the proprietary eight per cent, per ann. on their capital. Iii« 
djeed this was not the firft inftance, in which parliament in-» 
^erfered to regulate the eondu£t of the Company ; for in the 

"j- Which was the unexpired teroi of their charter. 
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fetr 1730, an t£t pafied, by which the iater^ oa the 
C^npany's . ftock was reduced from 5!. to 4I. percent, 
but it was in compliance with a petition from the Conw 
painy. As the regulations now propofed were only the 
forerunners of very extraordinary innovations in the go* 
vernment of Bengal, many obje£kioris were made to them* 
Mr. Burke took a comprehenfive view of the fubjefi, 
or, as 'he himfelf afterwards called it, *' a bird's-eye 
view.V I have ftudied^ faid he, God knows, hard have 
I fl^ied5 even to the making dog's ears in the ftatute 
books I and I now publickly and folemnly declare, that 
all yott have been doing, and all you ^e about to do, in 
behalf of the Eaft India Company, is impolitic, unwiic, 
and entirely repugnant to the letter, as well, as the fpirit of 
the laws, the liberties, and the conftitution of this country. 
Z will ventuie to prophefy, that ^is Company, yiper*Uke, 
will in the end prove the deftrufiton of the countfy lyhioh 
foftered it in its bofom. He founded hi^ predi&ion on the 
total want of principle fo obfervable among all ranks and 
degrees of people, caufed in a great meafure by the profu- 
£mi, di^pation, and prdligacy of thofe who have brought 
with them the fpoils of the Eaft, to contaminate their na«- 
tive country. The people, he faid, were grown fo indif- 
ferent to the welfare of their country on the one hand, 
ind fo gro&ly corrupt on the other, that there was no 
propofal how deftrudive foever to the.libertics pf tlic king- 
dom, which a miniiter could make, but what thp people 
would readily coniply with. In the proceedings relative to 
the Eaft-India Company, the people foljowecl the crjr of 
the. mintftry :' changed as they changed, and varied thei^r 
tones to keep even. a difcordant facnenefs lyith their mafters. 
lie added. Men have not ftrengtlt of.mind to think for 
themfelves : the higher ranks are all fupinenefs, all indolent 
accjuiefence, all igiKjrstnce, The vulgar are a fett that will 
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'abufe at randoiii> and are to be led on to commit erioMt 
the moft attrocious, if headed by fome defpicable wretch^ 
who has an intereft to promote by raifing commotion%» 
He obferved, that to broach fuch fentiments was a conduft 
ill Aiited to acquire popularity, nor did his oppofitioa 
to the miniftry arife from a latent vie w of getting into 
employment. It was diftated by the full afiurance which 
'he had, that the meafures then purfuing were fuch as 
had the completion of the plan of defpotifm for their 
end ; that this plan be had hitherto oppofed, and would 
continue fo to do with all his powers ; and he would fooner 
have the Eaft-India Company totally overthrown, than 
have the bafis of the Englilh conftitution undermined i 
or afinglepillar which contributed to the fupport of fo ex- 

CpHent a ffruSure, receive the flighteft ihock. The 

propofitions pafled without a diviikHi. 

The reports of the feled committee which had been 
printed, brought to light fuch oppreffive and tyrannical 
tranfadions in the £aft a$ excited general indignation, and 
kft the minifter at full liberty to prefcribe the mode of re- 
drefBng thefe grievances. 

In the farther, confideration of Eaft-India affairs, Lord 
^ortb moved f, that the houfe fhould allow the Company 
to export fuch part of the tea at prefent in their warehoufes^ 
as they ihould think proper, to Britiih America, duty free. 
He reprefented fuch a permiffion as highly beneficial to the 
Pomi)any, who had feventeen millions of pounds weight 
of that commodity in their hands *. Soon after, a fecond 
petition from the Eaft-India Company was prefented to the 

t April »7, 

* It was afterwards proved that this flock was only eqxial to two 
yearns confumption. 
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houfe 6{ Commonsi tomphuiing ihs^t ComR <^f th^ moS; 
iHaterial articles of thd propofitfoii^ made to the houfe ta 
tiic fccond of March, were fubftaatially rejc^d. They 
therein reprefent it as unreaf0nab)6 for parliament to re- 
quire any farther terms, after the loan which they h^d re- 
quefted fhottld be repaid. It ftated the greslt IdfTes which 
the proprietors had fuftained^ and the expences they had 
incurred in acquiring and ftcuring the territorial revenwts 
in India, at the rifle of their whole capital, while the pub- 
Ik have reaped fuch^reiat advantages. It complained of 
the liihitation made, of the Company pofleffing the terri- 
torial aeqoilitions itk India to fix jrtars as an arbitrary zStj 
and infiftttd, that they had An undoubted right to thpfe pof- 
ftffions, againft which right no decifion exifts, nor has 
any formal claim evtr be^t made. The dieting in what 
manner the furplufea «f thfeir net profits, after 4ividing 
eight per cent, fliall be applied, they remonftrate againft, 
'becauYe Yuch difpofal of their pTbpcfrty otherwife than by 
their own confent, by a general defcription, comprehend- 
ing their trade as well a* revenues, is not warranted even 
by the largeft prelienfions that have eter been formed againA 
them. It concludes with praying, that at>y claims againft 
,the pofleiSons of the Company, that can be fuppofed to 
give rife tofuch reftriSions, may receive a legal tlifcuffion ^ 
from which, whatever may be the cvertt, thty Will at 
leaft have the fatisfailion of knowing what they may caU 

their own* 

J- • 

The minifter finding the houfe fo well difpoftd to con- 
cur in. any meafures which he fliould propofe, proceeded to 
lay before it Wis plan for regulating the affairs of the Com- 
pany, as well in India as in Europe 5 he therefore moved, 
that the court of direftors ftiould in future, be elcfted for 



four years ; fix members annually, but none to boM tbe!r 
feats longer than four ]rears» II* That no perfon *(bs^l 
irote at the eleftion of the diredlors, who had not poCeflfed 
their ftock twelve months. III. That the ftock of quali* 
fication inftead of 500I. be loool. IV; That the mayor's 
court at Calcutta fhould for the future, be confined to 
fmall mercantile caufes, to which only its jurifdidion ca(^ 
tended before the territorial acquifition . V. That ia lieu 
of this court thus taken away, a new one be eftabti&edy 
confifting of a chief juftice and three puifae judges^ YI. 
That thefe judges be appointed by the crown. VIL That 
a fuperiority be given to the prefidency of Bengal, over the 
other prefidencies in India. 

In the courfe of Lord North's fpeech he hinted, that 
other regulations would be neceflary ; among which, he 
particularly naUied, that the Company ihould communi- 
cate their advices from Bengal to the Treafury, or Secre-* 
taries of State j and that the Company's fervants fliould 
under heavy penalties, bring all their fortunes home in 
the Company's Ihips. He faid, an entire reformation 
could not be looked for immediately, the interefts of Ben« 
gal might perhaps require the annual care of parliament. 

Such important regulations, in which an unprejeedented 
ftretch of power was juftified by the neceffity of the c^c, 
met with ftrong oppofition : however^ every claufe in the 
bill was carried by a great majority. The Eaft-India 
Company, the City of London, and thofe proprietors 
who pofleiTed votes, by holding 500 1. ftock, oc upwards, 
but lefs than a 1000 1. prefented feparate petitions; and 
counfel were heard in behalf of the Company, and of the 
500 1. ftockholders. The cafe of the latter was indeed 
peculiarly haM-d, as the praftice of fplittrng ftock by collu- 
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five tnmsftrsi .which the new regulation was ^ftabliihec^ 
to prevent, was confined to thofe who held feveral thbu^' 
fluid pounds fiock, who would' hereby continue to avail, 
dientf^lves as eflFe&uallf of fplitting ftock as before*. 
Where they formerly made two votes, they could now 
indeed make only one, but that fingle vote was of prodi-. 
giottfly more confequence after twelve hundred voters were 
disfranchifed. This was punilhing one body of men for- 
tbe faults of another, and changing the £aft-India Com-, 
pany from a democracy into an oligarchy. The z&4>£ 
power, by which this Innovation was made, might, upon* 
the fame principle of expediency, be exercifed to difqua- 
lify freeholders, of 40 s« a year, from voting for members^ 
of parliament, and fixing the qualification at 10 1« per 
annum. The great decreafe in the value of money, fince 
the time when a freehold of 40 s.r a year was made a quali* 
fication for giving a vote for a meoHber of parliament, has 
tendered fuch a poflelEon very inconfiderable ; but India 
ftock has fometimes more than doubled its original value, 
which gives a much greater degree of confequence to the 
holders of it, than when the regulation was made in the 
year 1 702. 

Whilft this arduous bufinefs was thus advancing towards 
a completion, the houfe took into confideration the feveral 
reports from the fele6l committee, and the committee of 
fecrecy *. Each of thefe committees had {lri£Uy enquired 
into the condufb of the proprietors fervants in India, from 
the commencement of the war with Surajah Dowlah in 
1756, wl^ich had brought to light tranfajdiions of the. 
blaekeft dye. General Burgoyne, as chairman of the 
&UA committee^ declared, that he looked upon the de-*; 
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^fing of Surftjafi Dowiahj and bringing about a rev^ti- 
ti<m in favour of Meer Jafter ; the figning a fiditioite treaty 
with Ormichund, a black merchant, and confids^nt of Sa* 
rayah Dowlah, together with the terms obtained from the 
new nabob, to be the origin of all thofe troubles which 
have operated to the temporary diftrefs, if not the toUd 
deftru£tion of the Company. The general then propofed 
the following refolutions, a^id faid, that if they met witk 
the approbation of the houfe, he had another motion to 
make* I. That all acquiiitions made under the influence 
of a military force, or by treaty with foreign powers, do 
of right belong to the ftate. IL That to appropriate ac- 
quiiitions fo made, to the private emolument of perfons 
entrufted with any civil or military power of the flate, is 
illegal. III. That very great fums of money, and other 
valuable property, have been acquired in Bengal, from 
princes and others of the country, by perfons entrufted 
with the military and civil powers of the ftate,by means of 
fuch powers, which have been appropriated to the private 
ufe of fuch perfons* 

The two great law officers maintained different fentiments 
on this fubjefb. The folicitor«general ufed a variety-of ar- 
guments s^ainft the refolutions, whilft the attomeyrgeneral 
fupported them. A general difiatisfadion prevailed* So long 
as the Company were enriched by their fettlements, the 
aufierity of juftice was relaxed; but when the plunderers 
extended their depredations beyond the prc^rty of Afiatic 
princes, and embezzled the revenues of their maftei^s, their 
crimes appeared in all their enormous magnitude, an# called 
aloud for examplary puniihment. The three i:ef<^utions 
were carried almoft unanimoufly* 

Howevet, 
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tiowever, t!ii9 seal tof pumfh abuibs of pcfwet foosi after 
(bbfided : for, when General Burgoyhci, fome few dap 
ttftef) refmaed the £ubjQ&^ and ipoke :of the depofitiim of 
ISurajah Dowlah, and the various moiu»polie& mtrodoced, 
and ftated the immenie fums wbich the Coropany's fer- 
«ants had i<eGeive4 under the denotntnation of prefents^ or had 
extorted by taxations i of the impoverifiied ilate of the In«- 
itiaa princes,' at the time when they made the(e profufe pre«* 
ftnta ; and moved the h(m& to refolve, that the right hon. 
Robert, Lord dive. Baron Plafl^y in the kingdom of Ire^ 
iand^ in confequence of t|ie powers veiled in him in Ixuliay 
had illegally acquired the fum of 234,000 U to the diflui** 
nour and detriment of the ftat^ ; many loading members op^ 
pofed the motion on ^ yariety of grounds. 

A charge fo dirsAly brought, occafioned I^r4 Clive to 
jentM** very fully into his own defence. With much addrei^ 
lie pleaded the thanks which he had received from the Direc- 
tors, when he return;^ hon^e, after his fplendid vmorie^,a8 an 
approbation of his condud): in fabricating the fi^itioua 
treaty which deceived Omichund, and which, he faid, he 
would again have recourse to, was he placed in fimilar cir- 
-cumftancesj whereas, in h&j the proprietary knew nothing 
of that tranfadion at the time when their thanks were voted* 
His lordfliip fhewed the critical neeeffity which prevailed in 
certain fituations, where the Engliih pow^r and fortune Ln 
Afia, depended folely. upon rapid, well-«timed, an,d extra- 
ordinary meafures. 

NolMthftanding this grand delinquent was clearly {^oved 
to have a^led fraudulently and rapacioufly, in fomc in- 
ftancfcs, yet he could be confidered in no other light 
than as thie deliverer of the Eaft-India Company: his 
,fcfavcry, his addrefs, his talents, fo admirably fuited to the 
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tW'cafiori ; his gencrofity and difintereftednefs in moft In- ' 
ftances, together with the undifturbed poffeffion in which he 
had (o loiig enjoyed his vslft fortune, all pleaded ftrongly in 
his behalfi 

Perhaps bther corifiderations opefated to qualh this in- 
quiry. Much wealth would indeed have been acquired to 
the ftate by the forfeitures incurred, in confequence of d 
parliamentarjf^^procefs ; but fuch a rigid fcrutiity, although 
it»would have produced a prefent advantage^ woiild havfc been, 
attended with many cohftquences^ which the wifdom of the 
prefent times is peculiarly felicitous to prevent. Tlie for- 
tunes which are to be acquired in India, by adhering inva- 
riably to the line of conduft which ftri<a integrity chalks 
out, are, perhaps^ in general, very inadequate to the view* 
of thofe who migrate to thofe diftant regions ; whilft a I'uft 
of power, and a paffion for amaflirig immerife wealth to gratify 
the calls of ambition, are leading features in the charaflirr of 
the age. Riches have long been confidered as a fubftitute 
for virtue 5 and it would have been highly unprofitable^ to 
have feft the managei'S bf the Eriglifli Eaft-Iridia Company'^ 
concerns in the. kingdom of Hindoftan, and the pen in fu la of 
India^ no other alternative, than to have returned home 
with the moderate acquifitions, honourably made, in a long 
courfe of fervice 5 otj if groivn wealthy by opprefiioris^ to 
have clandeftinely tranfported thehifelves and their^ plundef 
to a foreign, and moft probably j a rival -country; 

Evidence was heard at the bar of the houfe to fuppo^t the 
charts brought a^ainft Lord CHVe; his lordfliip's evidence 
Was likewife read, after which he made a ihort fpeech, and 
concluded with thefe words, " Take my fortune, but fave 

toy honour |** wbtrcupon he immediately retired. 

. . , . . • • 

% General 



t "+ 3 

GcHBJFal Burgoyrte then made th^ following motions 
That it appears to this houfe, that Robert, Lord Clive, 
Baron Plaff^y in the kingdom of Ireland, about the time oS 
depofing Surajah Dowlah, nabob of Bengal, and the cfta- 
blifliment of Meer Jaffier on the mufnud, did, through the 
influence of the powers with which he was entrufted, as 
member of the feleft committee, and commander in chief 
of the Britifc forces, obtain and poffefs hixnfelf of 2 lackf 
•nd 800,000 rupees, as member of the fel^^^ committee > 
a farther fum of 2 lacks of rupees, as conunsmdep in chief ^ 
a farther fum of 16 lacks of rupees, or more, under tlue de- 
jiomination of private donations ^ which fiims, amountiii^ 
together to 20 lacks and 8co,ooo rupees, were of die valuex 
in Englifli money, of 234,000 1. and,, in fo doing, he abufed 
the powers with which he was entrufted, to the evil example 
pf the fervants of the public. Mr. Hans Stanley movedy^ 
' that the queftion be divided, and the latter part of the mo* 
tion, which conveyed the ceniiire, b^. left out, which, after 
warm debates, was agy^ed to : whejfeby the houfe, by mereljf 
efiablifhing the faft, feemed, by implication, plainly to give 
it fanftion. It would have been more for the ci:edit of the 
nation to have rejeded the motioa entirely,^ th^^ thm. ta 
have drawn the fting of it. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Wedderburne,. a$ Bv^ 
•'clock in the morniBg, that Lord Clive did, at the &nie- 
time, render great and meritorious ieryie^s to this CQiintaryy 
which paiTed in th« affirmative, and finifhed the enquiry* 

Whether the premier on thw- occafion. chofe to appear 
ibc friend pf public virtue, although he w»s>fully appti^d^ 
that the meafure which was calculated ta ierve it« would not 
be adopted; or, that without exerting his influence as ^ 
sunii]:er>. he followed the didlates of his feelings as a n^an^. 

eertaiiv 
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tertarii it i$j that he contended fo^ the cenfure ilfcgalnft 'Lot4 
CHve making part of the refolution* 

. A fortnight was Wafted in this fruitless attempt to punife 
delinquents, after which the minifter's bill to regulate the 
Eaft-India Company was refumed *. Governor Johnftone 
faid, thajt the appointment of a general council and judges 
by the crown, was, in his opinion, annihilating the Com- 
pany, and transferring the monopoly to the crown^ a mea- 
fure equally unjuft to the Cop^p^ny, and injurious to the 
nation. He was clear that the Company could extricate 
themfelves, without accepting the loan from parliament* 
Although they had creditors, they were not clatnorous ones i 
the treafury, indeed, might be importunate, and agaihflr that 
the Company muft be prepared. On thcT lothof Junc^ 
* the bill being gone through, and the blanks filled up, ic 
was moved, that this bill do pafs, which was agreed to 131 
to 21, and Lord North Was ordered to carry it to the houfe 
of Lords. The falaries of the judges were thereby fi;ced 
at 8000I. to the chief juftice, and 6000 1. a year to each 
of the other three. The appointments of the governor-* 
general and council were fixed, the firft at 25^0001. and 
the four others at 10,000 1, each annually* A glaufe waS' 
infer ted, whereby every proprietor,, pofleffed of 3000!. ftoofk^ 
was entitled to two votes ; of 6000 1* ftocjc, to three votes j 
and of 10,000 1» ftock, to four votes^ at future elc^ions for 
dire£):ors. 

A few days after, a petition was prefented from the EaIi-» 
India Company, ' declaring, that they were determined to 
fubmit to the temporary difficulties which might attend the 
prefent fituation of their aJfFairs, rather than receive the loan 

* May 25* 

•* 
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i>ffcre^ to them upon the fevere conditions prefcrlbecl. Tfte 
houfc was ftrongly of opinion, that the option of refining 
the loan fhould not be left in the Company, but that the 
acceptance of it (hould be nwde compulfatory by par- 
Iranient* 

III the houfe of Lord's the Date of Richmond' oppofed 
the bill with great fpirit, but the majority in its favour 
was nearly as great there as in the houfe of Commons, 
A long proteft was foon entered agarnil the bill, figned 
by thirteen peers f , in which, one of the ftrong objedions 
urged, is, that it only transfers patronage without con- 
ferring new powers. The fame noHe peer moved, that 
a conference fhould be held with the Commons, as no 
parliamentary information was then before them ; which 
teing rejected, produced. another proteft figned by feven 
peers. The bill was carried through with amazing ce- 
lerity, and pafled the houfe on the igth of June. 

The regulations ma^de in the adminiffratFon of affairs in 
the Eaft Indies by this a6^, did not differ effcntially from 
tbofe which had been propofed in Mr. Sullivan's bill, 
which had been brought in the preceding feffion, except 
Aat the falaries fettled on the officers were much larger, 
and that the appointment to the hew offices was veftcd ia 
the crown. 

When the great Hampden contended with the crown 
for the payment of forty {hillings, which ht confidered as 
illegally levied, it was aot within the compafs of human 

•f The protcfters werf , the Lords Abingdon^ Torrington, Boyle^ 
CrofvciiOr, *Dcvonffiirc, • Ponfonby, •Portland, King, * Milton,* 
* Richnwnd, Archer, * Rockingham, Fiu- William. 

• Thcic iTgiicd the fecond proteft. 

fofefight 



fcrefighr to pfedlft, that in little more than a century; . 
that noble zeal, in the fupport of the juft rights of 
mankind, would .be loft in thi« country. When the pap- 
liameflt, after the peace of Ryfwick, refufed to comply 
with a requcftmade by their king and deliverer, that he 
might retain his Dutch guards, the members who were 
then fuch auflere guardians of liberty againft the encroach- 
ments of regal power, little thought, that even their fons 
Blight be fenators, when parliaments would become the 
mere echo of the minifter ; and that the moft effential 
alterations would take place in the condition of the prince 
and the people, without any alarm being excited, or the 
body of the nation having any apprehenfion pf the change^^ 
But when the manners of a people alter, their form of 
goveriiment will undergo a corrcfponding modification* 
Simplicity and frugality, embrace liberty a^ the parent of 
cverybleffingj refinement and luxury, fpread a general 
indifference among the people, they become blind to con- 
ieque;}ces, and fegnent in a general caufe ; which furnifli 
tninifters with golden opportunities to effect their pmr-f. 
pofes. Satior armts luxuria incubuitt 

The redu(Stioi> made In the national debt this year, fell 
gr^atjy fliort of the boafts of the firft lord of the treafury 
the -preceding one; the loan to the Company was rai fed 
by exchequer bills, charged upon the produce of the India 
Company, and the aids of 1779*. Indeed, the ftanding 
amount of exchequer bills was reduced from 1,800,000 1. 
to a million. So that there ^^re now two ipillions ' 
400,0001. in thofe bijls iii circulation. The baneful ex- 
pedient of a. lottery was this y^af Renounced. Twenty 

, . ■ . * 

*. Lord .North dated the debt due from th^ Cpmpany to Government, 
wjth the intercft, to be 954,000 1. which, together with half a million to 
'ilte Bank, more tRan fwaliowed up the whole 1 oan, 
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thottfand feamen, including 4534 marines ($ tnd 17^070 
land forces, including 152^ invalids $, for Great-Bri«^ 
tain, Jcrfey, a^nd Guernfcy were voted. Five hundred 
pounds to the Turkey Company ; 200c 1. towards build-^ 
ing a bridge acrofs th^ Thames ; 8750 1. to John Harri-* 
fon, as a farther reward and encouragement for his inven-» 
tion of a time^keeper ; 2000 1. to Dr. Richard Williams, 
for the difcovery of the fecre^ whereby cotton, yams, and 
thread receive a faft green and yellow dye. The whole 
amount of the fupplies for the year 1773 was, 6,980,210 1# 
The produce of the finking fund was applied up to the 
5th of April 1773, and the fum of 2)349^806 1. was charged 
on that fund, which was about half a million more than 
the laft year. The excefs of the provisions was eftimated 
at more than half a million, as in the preceding year ; but 
{6 erroneous had been that calculation, that a deficiency 
of 21,0851. was now to be made good. Upon the whole^^' 
inftead of a million and a half of the national debt being 
difcharged, according to the financier's proje£l in the laft fef«^ 
iion, no part of the funded debt was annihilated 5 8oo,oooIf 

J The expcnce of the navy this year was as follows : £ 

Seamen > . ' " ■ ■ < f}0430y009 

Ordinary of navy ■ »■■ u i 494,019 

building, Rebuilding, aud Repairing Siips 4ii;554' 

II ■ . 



5 The expence of the military ^eftabllfliment, including forces ani| 
garrifons, in Earope, Africa, the Ceded Iflands, a^d }ioTt\k America^ 
was as follows : 
Army, Ordnance, Grecnwich-Hofpita), &c. 1,390,104 

palf-pay .-— . » ■ 111,903 

Anny o^traordinarics — — . ^ a49>7oJ 

* " ■ ' ' n 
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^ tntclieqQer bills was indeed reduced, (t\&{e created for 
the ufe of the Eaft-India Company, being fio more tHan 
lending the public credit) but we have feen that the future 
produce of the finking fund, was, on the other hand^ 
ftaked for half a million beyond the former year. How 
little are the declarations x>f the'prrm^ tniiiifter attended toi 
cvjin in the mofl important branch of his departmeni !** 
An end was p«t to this long and important feffion on the 
jft of July^ and Lord North having completely tri- 
umphed in the contell with the £aft-India Company, t-e- 
paired to Oxford, to be ihvefted with hrs new dignity df 
<hanceIlor of that univerfity^ and to preiide at the Encjae^- 
4iia there held in honour of that evenh 
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'^Ktng of Prancer^Jmerican congrefs firmed —Pefithns t9 
the King — Sudden diffilution of parliament — Probable caufe^ 
tvhicb led to it. 



TH E period at "whiGh we are now arrived, is the 
meridian fplendor of Lord North's Miniftry ; his 
conqucfts in the Eaft were as cxtenfive as thofc of Alexan^* 
der, and effe£bd with no lefs rapidity ; but then he needed 
not, like that monarch, to weep that he had no other world 
to conquer, the weftern hemifpherc opened to his view a 
pix>fpeft different indeed, but not lefs extenfive, and 
equally demanding the^ abilities of a great minifter. A 
controling power over two fuch cxtenfive, rich, fruitful, ^ 
and populous territories, as Hindoftan and North Ame*- 
rica, conveys a ftupendou$ idea of hviman authority ^n4 
power, which no other country ever pofleffed, and which 
no other mipifter ever exercifed^ The points to be atr 
tained in the different countries, were as oppofite as the? 
climate which prevailed in each. In the Eaft-Indies the 
objed was, to reprefs a fpirit of rapacity, oppreflion, and 
tyranny, which led men in power to violate the rights of 
humanity without remarfe or limitation j in the weftera 
region, tjie profpfled purpofe w^s, to check and reprefs ai^ 
exuberance of freedom, proceeding from aftiyc induftry, 
unafluming equality, and general happinefs. We have 
already feen the condud purfued towards our eaftern pof- 
feffions, it remains thiat we pow fpcak of tlie othe^ feftipn 
of the globe, ••.._. 

/ 

The Colonies and Mother-country prefented, at this 
time, in ftrong oppofition, the lineaments of their diffe- 
rent ages, Gr^at-Britain grown old in profperity, \fe^ 
^n^e ^ealthy, proud, affuming : impatient of every re- 

iflraint^ 
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ftraint, or of the flighteft contravertion of her mandates, 
but at the fame time, improvident and lavifh. An apof-* 
tate from thofe principles to which fhe had been habitually 
attached : indifferent to the welfare of others, miftaken in 
what coiiftituted her own. America on the other hand, 
riling in all the vigour of advancing maturity, without 
fpecie, but rich in the products of a genial foil, the la-* 
hours of a hardy race of feamen, and a growing com- 
merce. The want of the precious metalsj though attend- 
ed with fome inconveniencies, contributed greatly to fix 
the charafterand manners of the people. It ferved to place 
happlnefs rather in what was to be enjoyed, than in what 
was to be amaffed. Avarice appeared in all its deformity 
iR the eyes of a people who had no titled greatnefs to af-' 
pire to, and with whom, honeft induftry was a fecurJtT 
again ft extreme neceffity. In fuch a country, and in fuch 
an age, a man poflefling a philofophic and reflefting mind 
would wifh fo live ; and there have been times, in which it 
would have been confidered a§ the glory and happinefs of 
a prince to reigrf over fubjefts fo free, fo increafing, and 
fo happy, ere the fcience of finance gave oppreffion a new 
form. But America was much more at her eafe than 
England, and fhe muft be brought to contribute a reafon- 
able proportion to the necefEties of the parent ftate, 
whence originated the beloved idea of fubjefting Ame<* 
rica to internal taxation. Her population too increaf- 
ed in a more rapid decree than any other country had been 
known to do. . According to eftimates made, which have 
never been controverted, fome of the North American 
Colonies double their inhabitants in (ixteen years, whilft 
the population of the Britifli Ifles is not fuppofed to be 
en the advance. From hence it was felf-evident, that 
^he Colonies in a much fliorter time than fifty years, 
would be e<]|ual in population to tlie mother-country, 

perhaps 



perhaps much more populous; aiKi when arrived, at fucb 
an height, what probability was there that the prefeat fub- 
ordination would continue. 

So long ago as the year 1733 *, an a£l was palled, which 
laid certain duties on all foreign fpirits, molofies, and fugars 
Imported into the plantations ; the£b impofis were fubmitted 
iD^ and the diftin£lion between commercial regulations 
and internal taxation was not dwelt on, until the fatal in- 
frodu&ion of the ftamp-adl ; which, upon every principle 
of national intereft, without confidering the queftion of 
legal right, or the expediency of exerting the power, fhould 
cither have b^en inflexibly adhered to, or that kind of tax- 
ation abandoned for ever. The evil genius of this country 
caufed neither the one nor. the other to happen. The 
|Eamp-a£l: was repealed, and a duty was laid upon teas and^ 
various other articles imported into America. This was 
BO more an internal tax than the former one on fugars, in- 
&ed the ditties laft levied were on merchandize from Great-> 
Britain, the others on foreign produds ; but the Ameri-» 
cans chofe fo to confider it, and many other caufes of dif- 
cozitent prevailed* Had Great-Britain, at that time, been 
^ (iiftinguifhed for public fpirit, love of liberty, and fcrupu- 
kus attention to a rigid oeconomy in the expenditure of 
public money, the effe£ts of which appeared in feizing 
every pzoper. means of reducing the national debt % and had 
the Americans been called upon by an adminiftration pur-> 
fuing fuch views, to contribute to fuch a purpofe, thei^r^ 
flings would not have revolted from the demand. In^ 
deed, they did not difpute the propriety of the mother- 
fcountry making a requifition, they only alked to be per**. 
fDitted to raifd^ the contribution by a&s of their own af» 

? 6 Geo. |I» 
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femUIes. Had fuch a mode been aJ&fited too bere, tte 
oppofite extremities of the Atlantic would haVe been uniied 
in one common caufe^ and the Britifh conftitution would 
have grown permanent even from age itfelf. Mutual con- 
fidence could alone build up fuch a fabric, for although tho 
two countries were united by comrnoii anceftrjr, by parti<«j 
cipating in the fame free conftitution of government ; by 
profeffing the tenets of proteftantiim ; by commercial and' 
friendly intercourfe, and the exchange of reciprocal be* 
^nefits, yet they were feparated by an ocean of three thou<- 
iand miles expanfe^ whieh^ whilftit promoted that aniica«» 
ble commercial tntercourfe, created diftind interefts in the 
two countries, which began to fostiei^t . jealoufies and mu«» 
fual di{guft« Each country reafoned according to thq 
Opinions moft prevalent there, and every age has its lead^ 
ing fentiments. The one carried the principles of civil 
liberty and the natural rights of mankind^to a great height; 
the other was no lefs tenacious of the dof^rine of fubordi*- 
nation to the parent ftate, and fubmiffion to the regulations 
made by the legiflature* Had the conteft.arifen half a cen-^ 
tury ago, many of the arguiTients which were urged oi| 
each fide would not then have been produced. A govern- 
ment founded on the principles of freedom, could not pof- 
fibly be brought into a more perplexing fituation than that^ 
into which the difpute with the Colonies threw Oreat-^ri-* 
tain. Perhaps no foverdgn ever fwayed the fccptre of thefe 
realms, that was any way equal to the object: to be eiFeded, 
except Queen Elizabeth. That great princefs, who came 
to the throne at a moft critical period, knew how to ac-^ 
commodate herfelf to the temper of the times. - Sh^ pof- 
(ctkd all the foothing arts which are calculated to perfuade, 
and knew as Well, both when and how, to leiiforce obedi-^' 
cnce. She was ferved by fome of the ableft ftatefaien thAt 
||us country ever prodi^ced^ and extended her views more 
2 into 
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into fmturity, than any one of her fueceflbrs, the great 
Na£au only excepted* 

A general difTatisfa^lion prevailed in America, and agree* 
ments had been entered into not to import any mercban* 
iize from Great-Britain, which had greatly afFedled tho • 
commerce of this country, although thefe engagements 
were not ftriftly obferved on the part of the Americans.. 
Their governors, who were appointed by the crown, but 
paid by the people, were unanimous in their manner of 
rcprefenting the fpirit of oppofition which prevailed among 
Ac colonies* In each province contentions between the 
governor and the boufe of reprefentatives were frequent, 
and obftrufted the public bufinefs in every fefBon. The 
New England provinces vrere the moft forward in thefe dif-« 
putes, and in theMaflachufett'sBay they rofe to the greateft 
])eight», There, no terms had been k^pt for a confiderable 
time between Sir Francis Bernard, the governor, and the 
afiembly, whilft each charged the other with being the caufe. 
of the diiFentions. In the year 1770, that gentleman was 
iccalled, and Mr* Thomas Hutchinfon, a native pf Ame^- ^ 
rica, and lieutenant-governor, fucceeded him 5 whereupon 
Mr. Andrew Oliver, alfo by birth an American, who was 
fccretary of the province, became lieutenant-governor. 
Some letters which were written by thefe gentlemen, to 
perfons in power and office in England, in the years 1768 
5|nd 1769, happened to be procured by Dr. Franklin, who 
xeiided in London as agent for the. houfe of reprefentatives 
of the Maffachufett's Bay, and were by him tranfinitted to 
Bofton. Many paffages in thefe letters gave great ofFence 
to the Boftoriians, particularly the following in one of go- 
vernor Hutchinfon's letters ;>< I never think of the meafures 
Ifeceflary for the peace aiid good order of the colonies, vnth^ 
Hitt pain. There muft be an ajpridgment of what sMrecallei 

.. Englifl^ 
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finglKh liberties. I relieve myfelf by confidcririg, tftat itk 
•a remove froiTl the ftate of nature to the moft perfeS ftate of 
government, there muft be a great reftraJntof natural Hberty. 
I doubt whether it is poffible to projeft a fyftem of govern- 
ment, in which a colony three thoufand miles diftanc 
from the parent flate, fliall enjoy all tlie liberty of the pa- 
rent ftate. I am certain I have never yet feen the projediion* 
I wifh the good of the colony, when I wifli to fee fomc far- 
ther reffraint of liberty, rather than the connexion with the . 
parent ftate fliould be broken j for I am fure, fuch a breach 
rauft be the ruin of the colony." Speaking of the combi- 
nation of the American merchants, he fays, " But it is not 
poffible that provifion for diflblving thefe combinations, and 
fubjefting all who do not renounce them to penalties ade- 
quate to the offence, fliould not be made, the firft week the 
parliament meets. Certainly^ all parties will unite in fo 
extraordinary a cafe, if they never do in any other.'* 

In confequence of the difcovery of th«fe letters, an addrefs 
from the reprefentatives of Maffacbufett's Bay to the King, 
was tranfmitted from Bofton to their agent, and by him de- 
livered to the American fecretary *. In it they petition his 
jnajefty to remove their governor and lieutenant-governor, 
whofe condud: had a natural and efficaciotis tendency to 
interrupt and alienate the affeftions of his majefty, whom 
they ftyle their rightful fovereign, from bis loyal province^' 
a«id to deftroy all harmony and good-will between Great- 
Britain and the colonies. They likewife charge their go- 
vernor and bis lieutenant, with having been among the 
chief inftruments in introducing a fleet and an army into- 
the province, to eftablifti and perpetuate their plans. This 
addrefs was afterwards laid before a committee of the privy- ^ 

♦ Augutl, 1 77 J. 
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council, who reportied tbe charges in the petition to be 
grOHndlefs, vexatious and fcaodalous^ and that the petitica 
ought to be difmifTed, 

It has been already obferved, that an a£k of parliament 
was pafled towards the ciofe of the laft feffion, enabling the 
£aft-India Company to export tea$ duty*free» In confe- 
quence of which, the Company refolved upon a mode of 
trade which they had never before adt^ted, and iftftead of 
difpofing of their teas at public fale, freighted feveral {hips 
for the American colonies, on their own account, and ap* 
pointed agents- there for the difpofal of their cargoes. 

Many firong reafons were urged agaimt this meafure* It 
could not be expected to afford the Company any relief from 
^eir prefent embarraflments, as the returns would not be 
made expeditioufly, nor perhaps punSually, even if the teas 
fiiould find as good a market as the moft ftrenuous advifer of 
the mcafure could exped. But if the excefs of theiiF flock 
of teas was. difppfed of at public fale, the merchants would 
become purchafers to a very large amount, and the time of pay** 
ment could, in that cafe, be afcertained. It was even calcu- 
culated, that a fum of money might be raifed by that means^ 
fufficient to extricate the Company from their difficulties. 
A gentleman diftinguiihed for his abilities,, and who was 
well acquainted with the difpoittion of the Americans, as 
well as the intcrefts of the Company *, told the chaLrmany 
that the Company were criminally abfurd^ becaufe they were 
prefcnting themfelvcs as the butt in the coiitroverfy, where 
ibey would prpbably come off with tbe lofs of all their mer-* 
cbandize. However, it was the favourite plan of admini^ 
ftration, that the Company ihould become their own fadlors. . 

• Governor Joinftone. 

Notwitbftanding 
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Notwithftandirig the colonies actually receive*! their 
at ^d. a pound chea]^r thao they had formerly dosie, yet 
they were not thereby induced to purchafe thetn^ They 
faid, that the Eaft-India Company were quitting their uAtal 
line of condu<5l, and wantonly becoming the inffarument to 
give efficacy to an odious law. Throughout the colonies, 
the moft violent oppofition to the landing of the teas pre- 
vailed, and without any interchange of fentiment, every 
port-town along, that extensive coaft was a<Slu^ted by the 
fame (pirit. 

When the tea*0ii|is were expend to arrive, ibh agents 
appointed to receive them were compelled to renaunce their 
engagements, and folemnly hind themfelves not to aia : the 
people delegated c(Hnmittees io diSerent towns and pro- 
vinces, to whom they gave the moft extenfive powers* 
Merchants were compeited to fubmit their books to the in- 
^£tion of th^fe regulators, who aflumed the power of im- 
pofing tefts, and infiidting puniflunents on fuch as oppofe4t 
their proceedings. A cuftom-houfe officer, named Malcolm, 
was tarred and feathered, and in that manner led abmit the 
town of Bofton. Thefe violent meafures were not conlindt 
to thofe places which had (he^wn the moft active difpcfitbn 
to contend with the mother-country, the more peaceable 
a«d orderly 4>rovinces» on this occaflon, departed fr<xn tbeir 
former principles^ and became equally violent m oppofin^ 
the landing of the tea.$, 

tVhen three of the Company's fliips arrived at Bofton^ 
in December, 1773, the captains, alarmed at the fpirit whidi 
prevailed among the people, offered to return to England, 
without landing their cargoes, if they could obtain the pro- 
per difcharges from the tea-confignees, the cuftom-boufe, 
aad the .governor : but though thefe officers would not vea- 
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turc to land the tea, yet they rcfufcd the capt;ains a 3i{*-* , 
charge, whilft their cargoes remained on board) for the de^- 
livery of which they were chartered by the Company. The 
night after the governor had given his refufal *, a number of 
armed men, difguifed like Mohawk Indians, went on board 
the fhips, and, in lefs than four hours, emptied every cheft 
of tea on board them ihips, amounting to three nundred 
and forty-two, into the fea, without the leaft damage done 
to the fliips, or any other property ; which having done, 
they retired. It is remarkable, that the governor, the civil 
power, the garrifon of Fort William, and the arifted fhips 
in the harbour, were totally inactive on this occafion f. 

At all the other American ports, where tea-fliips arrived, 
the inhabitants obliged the captains to return without 
breaking bulk, (as the people of Bofton were defirous of 
doing) except at Charles Town in South Carolina, wherc' 
the teas were landed and put into a damp cellar, whereby 
the whole became rotten and ufelefs. 

On the 1 3th of January, 1774, his majefty opened the 
feiEon of parliament with a fpcech from the throne, before 
the news of this outrage had arrived. In it he obfervedi 
that the ftate of foreign affairs afforded full leifure for the 
legiflature to attend to the improvement of our internal and 
' domeflic fituation, and to the profecution of fuch meafure$ 
as more inunediately ,refpe<5ted the prefcrvation and advance* 

* December i S. 

f A letter was afterwards read in the houfft of Commons, fi-om 
Col. Leilie, who commanded at Bofton at that time, in which he faid, that 
neither the governor, the council, nor any of the ctiftom-houfe oncer's 
tutd applied to him for afliftance. If they had, 'he could moft certainly 
have put a ftop to. all the riots and violences, but not withotlt blood* J 
tAtdf firing upon the town, and killing i«mc ianoceut people. ^ '^ 
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Inent of tKe revenue arid cotAmerce of this kingdom : among 
theie obje^s, the ftate of the gold coin was particularly re** 
commended to the attention of parliament* 

. The houfe fat near two months before any meafures were 
taken concerning the affairs of America, notwitbftanding 
the alarming advices which had been received from thence 
foon after its aflembling. At length the premier delivered | 

a meiTage from his majefty *, informing the houfe, ^< that % 

in cpnfequence of the unwarrantable pra&ices carried on in 
North America; and particularly of the violent and out* 
rageous proceedings at the town and port of Bofton, with 
a view of obftruding the commerce of this kingdom, and 
upon grounds and pretences immediately fubverfive of the 
conftitution, it was thought fit to lay the whole matter 
before parliament ; fully confiding, as well in their zeal 
for the maintenance of his majefly's authority, as in their ^ 

attachment to the common intereft and welfare of all his 
dominions ; that they would not only enable him effectually 
to take fuch meafures, as may be moil likely to put an im« 
mediate flop to thefe diforders, but would alfo take into 
their mofl ferious confideration,. what farther regulations 
and permanent provifions may be necefTary to be eflablifhed, 
for better fecuring the execution of the laws, and the juf% 
dependence of the colonies upon the crown and parliament 
of Great-Britain." 

Immediately after tfie delivery of this mefTage, upwarda 
of one hundred papers refpedling American affairs were, 
brought up ; they conflfted of copies and extrads of letters 
from the different magiftrates and officers in America. The 
votes and refolutions of the inhabitants Of Bofton^ with 

f March 7 J i774« ^ 
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many other authentic documents. An addrefs Being re« 
turned to his majefty, ftrongly expreffirig the readineis of 
the houfe to comply with the purport of the royalmeflagc^. 
the minifter foon after * moved for leave to bring in a bill, 
<< for the immediate removal of the officers concerned iiiThe 
colledion and management of his majefty^s duties and: 
cuftoms, from the town of Bofton, in the province of the 
Maffachufett's-bay, in North America ; and to difcontinue 
the landing and difcharging, lading and ihipping of goods^ 
wares and merchandize at the faid town of Boftbn^ or 
within the harbour thereof." His lordfhip entered iiito a 
juftification of the governor's conduft, whcwn he defcribed 
to have taken every method which difcretion di^VatlEid, or 
good policy authorized, for the fecurity of the Eaft-India 
Company's property, the fafety of the confignecs, and the 
preferving of order and quiet in the town. The military 
force in the caftle, and the ihips of war in the harbour, 
might indeed have been called in to fave the tea from 
deilru£tion ; but as the leading men in Bofton had al^^ 
ways made great complaints of the interpolition of the 
army and navy, and charged all difturbances of every fort 
to their account j he witfh great prudence and temperance, 
determined, from the beginning, to decline a meafure, which 
would have been fo irritating to the minds of the people 5 
and might well have hoped, that by this confidence in tbeir 
conduft, an-d truft repofed in the civil power, he Ibould have 
calmed their turbulence, and preferved the public traa-» 
quillity. 

He faid it was henceforth impoffible for our c^rnSmerce 
to be fafe in the harbour of Bofton, and it was highly ne- 
ceflary that fome port fhould ' be foujid for the landing of 

♦ • March 14, 
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bur iherchahciize. That it was no hew thing for a \vhoIe 
town to be fined> although thereby fome few innocent 
individuals might fufFer, when the authority of fuchatown 
had been, as it were, afleep and inadlive. He inftanced the 
city of London in king Charles II. time, when Dr. Lamb 
was killed by unknown perfons, the city was fined for it*; 
and the cafe of Edinburgh, in Captain Porteous*s affair, 
when a fine was fet upon the whole city j and alfo at 

* The fine impo&d was 6000 1. His iordOiip tierein committed an ana^ 
chromfiHy it Jiappened in the reign of Charles I» in the year 1728. Lamb, 
a creature of the Duke of Bucidngham, at the time when the houfe of 
Comnnons were framing a remonftrance to the throne agaihft that fa^ 
Vourite, and which occaGoned the hafty prorogation of parliament, wa» 
fet upon in the ftrccts of London by the rabble, and fo roughly beat, 
that he died of his bruifes the next morning. In cdnfequence of which, 
the Lord-mayor and" Aldermen were fent for to appear at the council 
table, and were thei-e examined | and at iirft threatened that they ihould 
'lofe their charter, if they did not difcover and deliver up, the principal 
&gent9 in the uproar : however, the offence was afterwards expiated by 
a fine* Kennet^ Ecbardy Hume, take no notice of this tranra6bion% 

Buckingham about two months after was ftabbed at Porifmouth. 

The propriety of adducing this inftance of amercement, to juftify a. 
ipeafure (till more violent, although carried into execution, in ap age 
when the rights qf individuals, as weH as of public bodies, were fully 
afcertained, may foe ftrongly obje^ed^o. It is authentically tranfinitted 
to us, ^at Sir Francis Seymour, a member of the houfe of Commons, 
not many days before this riot, had faid in that aflbmbly, when the 
fuppUes were debated upon, ** How can we fpeak of giving, till we 
know whether we have any thing to give 5 for if his majefty may be 
perfuaded to take what he will, what need we give ?** He then enume- 
rated the arbitrary a6ls which had been exercifed againft the fubjef^, 
and laid, ** To countenance thefe proceedings, hath it not been preached, 
in the pulpit, or rather prated, that ail iwe banfe is the King's by di'vint 
right F^"* And Sir Robert Philips on the fame occafion, faid, « The 
grievances by which we are oppreifed, I draw imder two heads ; a^s 
of power againft law, and the judgment of lawyers againit our liberty.** 
Rufifworth's Hifl. Olh^iovs, Vol. I, Fraitkljn's Annals, 
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Glafgowy where the houfe of Mr. Campbell was pulldt 
down, part of the revenue of the town was fequeflered to 
make good the damage. Bofton, he obferved, was muck 
more criminal than either of the three cities he bad men" 
tioned, for that town had been upwards of feven years in 
riot and confufion ; all the difturbances in America, he faid, 
had originated there. 

The lord -mayor of London * prefented a petition of 
feveral natives and inhabitants of North America, then in 
London, which ftated it to be an inviolable rule of natural 
juftice that no man fhould be- condemned unheard; and 
that according to law, no perfon or perfons can be judged 
without being called upon to anfwer, and being permitted 
to hear the evidence againft them, and to make their de-* 
fence. If judgment be immediately to follow an accufa* 
tion againft the people of America, fupported by perfons 
notorioufly at enmity with them, the accufed unacquainted 
with the charge, and from the nature of their iituation 
utterly incapable of anfwering and defending themfelves, 
every fence againft falfe accufation will be pulled down. 
They aiked,. by what rule of juftice can the town be pu- 
nifhed for a civil injury, committed by perfons not known 
to belong to it ? The petitioners cdnceivB^ that there is not 
an inftance, even in the moft arbitlrary tii^es, in which a 
city was puniflied by parliamentary autJK^rity without being 
heard, for a civil offence, not committed within their ju- 
^ifdidhion, and without redrefs having been fought at com- 
mon law. The inftance brought of the city of London, 
was for a murder committed within its walls, by its citizens, 
in open day : but in this cafe, arbitrary as the times were, 
the trial was public ; in a court of common law, the party- 
heard, and the law laid down by the Judges. In the cafe 

• Mr. Bull. 
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fit Edinburgh indeed, parliament did interpofe ; but th'9 
was to punifh the commiffion of an atrocious murder, with^ 
in her gates 5 and aggravated by an overt ad of high treafon, 
in executing, againft the exprefs will of the crown, the 
king's law§. Both thefe cities had by charter, the whole., 
executive power within themfelves ; and in both cafes, 
full time was allowed them to difcharge their duty, and 
they were heard in their defence. But neither has time 
been allov/ed in this cafe, nor is the accufed heard, nor is 
Bofton a walled town, nor was the fa£t committed within 
it ; nor is the executive power in its hands, as it is in 
thofe of London and Edinburgh. On the contrary, the 
governor himfelf holds that power, and has been advifed by 
his majefty's council to carry it into execution. If it has 
been negie£ted, he alone is anfwerable : and perhaps, the due 
courfe of law is operating there to the difcovery and pro-^ 
fecution of the real -offenders. The petition ftrongly in- 
iifted on the exceffive rigour and injuftice of the aft, its 
tendency to alienate the aiFeftions of America from this 
country, and that her attachments cannot long furvive the 
jiiftice of Gre^t-Britain, 

The reply to the pleas urged in this petiticm was, that 
the cafe called for immediate redrefs ; it was unbecoming 
the dignity of parliament, to fufFer chicane and fubterfuge 
to evade the execution of fubftantial juftice. It was afked^ 
if the houfe doubted either the reality or degree of the 
offence, or of their own competency to enquire into an4 
punifli it f Lord North would not undertake to fay whaj 
would be the confequence or event of this meafure, but 
ie was ftrongly of opinion it would be falufary and effeftual. 

Little oppofition was^iewn to the bill at its introdu&ion, 
but on its third reading, ftrong efforts were made to changei 
the fenument of the houfc. 

K ^3 jGovernor 
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Governor Johnftohc predi£led to the h'Dufe, tliat the 
tffcft of this bill muft be a general confederacy to rcfift th© 
power of this country. He called it, irritating^ tempting, 
nay inviting men to thofe deeds by inefFedual expedients j 
the aberrations of an undecifive mind, incapable of torn-. 
prehending the chain of confequences which muft refult" 
from fuch a law^ The queftion of taxing America, he 
laid, was fufEciently nice to palliate reftftance, if the fub? 
jcft had never be^n tlifputed in this country : but after the 
higheft charaders of the ftate had declared againft the right 
of this country to impofe taxes on America, for the pur- 
pofe of revenue ; after the general voice of the ienate had 
concurred in repealing the ftamp-a^ upon that principle^ 
there is fo much mitigation to be pleaded in favour of the 
Americans from this circumftance, allowing them in aq 
crior at prefent, that it will" be the height of cruelty ^q 
enforce contrary maxims with any degree of feverity, at 
firft, before due warning is given, It is in vain to fa^ 
that Bofton is more culpable than the other Colonies, 
Sending the ibips away, and obliging them to return to 
England, is a more folemn and deliberate zA of refiftajice 
than the outrage committed by perfons in difguife,« in the 
night, when the Ihips refufed to depart. In extending 
this kind of punilhment to the other Colonies, every one 
muft fee the danger ; and yet, if it can be approved for 
one, the fame arguments will apply to others.^ If a flmi-^ 
lar punifhment were applied to the Colony of Virginia, 
the revenue would be reduced 300,0001. a year, befides 
the lofs of all foreign contrails, and perhaps, of that be- 
neficial trade for ever. Thofe gentlemen, he continued, 
ivho are Jn the fecrets of the cabinet, and know how af- 
furedly every propofition from thence Js adopted by this 
houfe, may be warranted in thejr fanguine acclamations in 
favour of this meafure 5 but the general mafs, who muft 
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fac equally ignqrant witk myfelf of what is to follow, can 
have no*^cufe for giving their affcnt fo readily for.pimifh- 
ing their fellow fubje(^s in fo unprecedented a manner j 
and their eager zeal ferves only to fhew, how ready they 
are to obey the will of another without exercifing their own 
judgment in the cafe. My* opinion is, that if coercive 
mcafures are to be adopted, an effeftual force fhould be 
immediately carried into the heart of the colony refifting, 
to cruih rebellion in the bud, before a general confede* 
racy can be formed. For my own part, I am convinced 
from experience in the Colonies, that good government 
may be maintained there, upon rational grounds, as well 
as in this country. 

That the power of . reftoring the port of Boflon to its 
former rights fhould be abfolutely vefted in the crown, was 
objedied to. Is it necef&ry, it was afked, either for 
puniibment of the Boflonians^ or for fatisfadion to the 
Eaft-India Company?' Such a regulation could only be 
made for the purpofe df cftabliibing a precedent, of deliver* 
ing over whole towns and communities to an arbitrary dif- 
cretion in the crown. Until now, no precedent could be 
produced, of a maritime city being deprived of its port, 
and then left to the mercy of the crown, to reftore the 
port or not, at pleafure« 

• 

No divifion took place, and the bill was immediately 
carried to the Lords •• 

9 

In the debate on this bill, Mr. Charles Fox appeared, 
forthefirft time, among the minority. In the courfe of 
this feffion be had frequently Ihewn himfclf adverfe to the 

• March «5, 1774* 
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opinions ©f the firft lord of the trcafury, mi about the 
time when this bill began to be agitat^, he quitted his 
feat at the treafury^ 

In the houfe of Lords, the Earl of Shclburne took ^txi 
aflive part in oppofing the bill. He prcfented to that 
houfe a fimilar petition to that which hiad been laid bef<n« 
the houfe of Commons, from the natives of America re* 
fUding in and about London. The bill was fupported by 
^e Lords Mansfield, Gower, Lyttelton, Weymouth, an4 
Suffolk, and oppofed by the Dukes of Richmond and 
Manchefter, the Marquis of Rockingham, the Lords Cam- 
den, Shelburne, and Stair. It pafled the houfe the 30th 
of March, only five days after it was brought in, and re^ 
f:eived the royal affect the next day. 

The bill ena£led, that £rpm and after the firft of June 
7774, it fhall not be lawful for any perfon, to (hip for 
exportation, goods from any quay, or wharf, within the 
town or harbour of Boilon, nor are' goods, wares, or me«- 
phandizcj brought from any other country, to be landed 
there, under pain of the forfeiture of the faid goods, and 
of the boat, lighter, or veflel', oi)t of which they may he 
laken. Fourteen days allowed to. fucb ibips or v^Is as 
may happen to be in the harbour qf Bofton, on or before 
the firft of June. .When it ihall be made to appear to his 
majefty in coi^ncil, that peace and obedience to the laws 
ihall be fo far reftored in the town of Bofton, as that tl^e 
trade of Great-Britain may be fafely carried on there^ 
.and the cuftoms duly coileftedi if hi§ majefty in co^ncil 
(hail judge the fame to be true, he may, by pVocla|xiation> 
pr order qf council, a^gn and appoint the extent, bounds, 
and limits of the port or harbour of Bofton, and of every 
f reek or haven within the fame i' and fp many quays and 
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wharfs for the landing and fliipping of goods as he (hall 
|udgc fit and expedient, after which it fhall again become 
a port. But this reftoration of the privileges of the port 
of Bofton, his majefty is not empowered to grant, until 
full fatisfaSion has been made to the Eaft-India Company, 
by the inhabitants of Bofton, for the damage fuftained by 
die deftru^ion of their goods ; and to the officers of reve- 
ptic and others, who fuffered by the riots and infurrec- 
tions, in the feveral months of November, December, ani 
January. 

Whilft the Bofton port bill was depending in the houfe 
of Lords, the prime minifter, in the other houfe, proceeded 
farther to develop the plan concerted by government for the 
fubjugation of the refra£lory Colonies, by moving for leave 
to bring in a bill relative to the Maffachufett's-bay, and the 
houfe being refolved into a committee*, his lordfiiip in- 
troduced the bill, by faying, ** that an executive power 
was much wanted in that province, and that it became 
highly neceflary to ftrengthen the hands of magiftracy 
there. The force of the civil power confifted in the pojffi 
comitatuB^ which was compofed of the very people who 
had committed all the riots aiid outrages which had hap- 
pened for many years paft ; fo that the prefervation of the 
peiace, wa^ not to be looked for from them ; and if the demo* 
cratic part fhew that contempt of the laws, how is the 
governor to execute any authority vefted in him ? He has not 
the power of appointing magiftrates or of removing them^ 
the council alone have that power, &nd they are depend- 
ent on the people. His lordfhip inferred from.thence, that 
^here was fomething radically wrong in that conftitution. 
If the governor ifiued out a proclamation, there could 
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lurdly be found a magiftrate to obey it, and it was necet 
fery to have the concurrence of feven of the council to give 
validity to an aft of the governor. Where there is. fuch a 
want of civil authority, can it be fuppofed that the mili- 
tary, be they ever fo numerous, can be of the leaft fervicef 
For, continued his lordihip', I ihall always confider a military 
power, ading under the authority and control of a civil 
magiftrate, as a part of the conftitution ; but the military 
alone, ought not to aft, and cannot do fo legally/' 

He propofed by this bill to take the executive power 
from the hands of the democratic part of the government 
in that province, and that the governor ihould aft as a 
juftice of peace, and that he fhould have the power to ap« 
point the cheers throughout the whole civil eflablifliment ; 
fuch as the iberiffs, provofts, marflials, &c. the chief 
juftice and judges of the fupreme court excepted. All which 
officers ihould be removeable by his majefty. Town-meet<* 
Jngs to be declared illegal, unlefs held by the fpecial con- 
lent of the governor, or upon the annual eleftion of cer- 
tain officers which it is the people's province to choofe. Ho 
propofed to put juries upon a different footings which re* 
gttlation he adcnowledged to have been fuggefted by Lord 
George Germain t* Thefe regulations he apprehended would 
cfieftuaily purge that conftitution of all its crudities, and 
give ftrength and fpirit to the civil magiftracy, and to the 

executive power *. 

With 

•f ThU noble lord had renounced the hereiies of oppofition^ and be- 
come a convert*to theeftabliihed political faith, two fefiions before. 

* His lordAiip, by adopting the principle of this bill, went fomething 
farther than his great grand -father bad done in the year 1683. For, 
-when the court was at that time refolved on depriving the City of 
London of its charter, the merits of the €aure were folemnly argued 
before the judges of the court of King's-bench, who declared the libcr- 
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• With a view to qualify thefe fevercaas, fome members in 
the houfe of Commons^ who had affcnted to the Boftoa 
port bill, particularly Mr. Rofe Fuller and the Hon. Con, 
Phipps, were of opinion, that fomething of a conciliatory 
»nd redreffing natur« fliould accompany them, as a proba- 
ble mcgns of rendering them efficacious. The advocates 
for fuch a meafure pleaded, that parliament, whilft it re- 
fented the outrages of the American populace, ought not 
t» ihew a difpofition to irritate the orderly and well-afFea- 
cd part of the Colonies, That if fuch had fatisfadion in 
the matter of taxes, they would become inftrumental in 
reftraining the inferior and more turbulent from outrages ; 
and that this facrifice to peace would be at very little ex- 
pence, as the prodttce of the tax was of no importance to 
Great-Britain,, Such arguments were meant to pave the 
way for a motion to repeal the duty upon tea. The de- 
bate chiefly turned upon the policy of the repeal at this 
particular time« 

Lord North denied that the tea tax was an inconfiderable 
revenue, and ftrongly contended that no aSs of lenity 
Ihould accompany their reftridlive a£ls. To repeal at this 
time, would fhew fuch a degree of wavering and incon- 
fiftency, as would defeat the good effeds of the vigorous 
plan, which, after too long femifTnefs, was at length 

ties and privileges of the city, forfeited, and that they might be feized 
into the king's hand. In confequence of this fentence, the charter of 
the city was furrendcred, which the Lord Keeper North, in the king's 
name, reftored ; but under fuch fevcre reftriflions, particularly with 
refyeS: to the choice of the lord mayor, aldermen, and fherilfs, as left 
the king abfolute mafter of the government of the City of London. 
The tranfaftion is related at large by Rapin. The city's charter wat 
reflored, in its fulleft extent, at the revolution, and an a€t of pailia* 
inent paflcd to prevent its being rea/Tumcd by the crown. 
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^opted. Parliament ought to dew that it will relax in 
none of its juft rights, but enforce them in a praftical 
way. The legiflature ought to fhew, that it is provided 
with fufficient means of making itfclf obeyed whenever it is 
refilled. If the tax upon tea is repealed, other demands 
will be made on the part of America, which as foon as 
complied with, will be followed by others, until even 
America herfelf is furrendered. If the houfe perfifted in that 
wholcfome feverity which it had begun toexercife, there was 
no doubt but obedience ^on the part of the Americans would 
Ve the refuh ; let but Great-Britain maintain her rights 
yifith firmnefs, then peace and quiet will foon be reftored. 

The boufe divided upon the queftion, whether a com- 
mittee fhould be appointed to take into coniideration the 
repeal of the duty ; Ayes 49, Noes 183. 

This queftion being difmifled, the houfe proceeded to the 
fccond reading of the bill for regulating the government of 
MaffachufettVbay. In fupport of it, Mr. Welbore Ellis 
ai&Fted, that it was the duty of the crown to take away or 
alter charters, if they were found deficient of the purpofe in- 
tended. That the American papers on the table were fuf- 
ficient evidence of the fad, and that it was not neceiTary 
for any farther hearing on either fide. Great inconve- 
njencies, he faid, had arifen from the prefent form of 
government, which frequently retarded bufinefs, but which 
would be removed by this bill. Mr. Charles Jenfcinfon 
faid, it was right to take away charters if they were abufed ; 
and to govern the Americans, as they were not capable of 
governing thcmfelves. Mr. Jeremiah Dyfon contended, 
that the houfe proceeded, not as a court of juftice, but in 
their fegifiative capacity, regulating and fupplying the de- 
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iicienciQ6 in charters which had been granted bv: the 
crown* • • 

On the other fide. General Conway pleaded, that the 
, Americans had done no more than every fubjeft would do 
in an arbitrary ftate, where laws are impofed againft their 
will. He thought taxation and legiflation in that cafe in- 
confiftent^ and afked, have you not a legiflative right over 
Ireland? Yet no one will fay we have a right to tax Ire- 
land. He predicted, that thefea<9:s refpefting America, 
would involve this country and its miniiler in misfortunesj^ 
and he wiflied it might not be added, in ruin* 

Mr. Powriall, who had been fome years governor of Maf- 
fachufett*s-bay, fpoke ably on the form of government in 
that province, and concluded with charafterizing the Ame- 
ricans as a confcientious, religious, peaceable fettof people ; 
and added, that a more refpeftable fett of men did not exifl: 
in all his majelty's dominions* 

Sir Edward Aftley hoped, that if we had had a twelve 
years lenity and inaSivity, we fliould not now proceed to 
have a twelve years cruelty and oppreflion. He deemed 
the meafure to be a harfh one, and unworthy of a Britifli 
legiflature. 

Mr* Dowdefwell pleaded ftrongly and ably that the 
:province fhould be heard, before an aft was paffed, which 
would entirely deprive it of its chartered rights. He pre- 
fented a petition from Mr. Bollan, agent for the council 
of the province, praying that the bill might not pafs into a 
law, until he Ihould have time to receive anfwers from, 
thence to letters which he had fent. The prayer of this 
petition, he faid, was fo perfectly reafonable, that it ap- 
peared 



t U2 1 ' 

peared im^ffible to be rejefted out of the court of the iii*- 
quiiltion. The petition was rejeSed* The bill was carried 
on the fecond reading without a divifion. 

Lord North then prc^ofed'a third bill, which he hoped 
would effcdually fecure the province of Maflachufett's-bajr 
from future difturbances. He faid, the juries of* that 
country were not eflabliflied after the manner in which our 
juries here are; and therefore were not fo likely to give to 
-each offender that impartial trial, which, by the laws of 
this country he was entitled to. By the bill which he 
meant to propofe,* whenever it ibould be found in that coui^ 
try, that a man is not likely to meet with a fair and impar- 
tial trial, the governor fhould be empowered to fend him to 
any of the other colonies, where the fame kind of fpirit 
has not prevailed ; but if it fhould be thought that he 
cannot have a fair and impartial trial in any of the Co- 
lonies, in fuch a cafe the party accufed fhall be fent to 
Great-Britain, to be tried before the Court of King*S- 
bench ; the expences of which trial, to be drawn for on the 
cuftoms of England. Such a meafure, he trufted, would 
Ihew. to America, that this nation is roufed to defend its 
rights, and to maintain the peace and fecurity of its Ca> 
lonies ; and when roufed, that the meafures taken are not 
cruel nor vindi£):ive, but neceffary and efBcacious. His 
lordih^p propofed, that the bill fhould continue in force for 
three years, and declared it to be the lafl meafure that 
parliament would take : after which, it required, that his 
majefly's fervants there fhould be vigilant in the execution 
of their duty, and keep a watchful eye over every encroach* 
ment upon thefe newly created powefrs, and not fufFer the 
leaft degree of difobedience to their meafures to take place in 
that country. The cuftomary relief of troops, he faid, 
which was four regiments, were ordered for Bofton j and 
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General Gage would go out with them as commander in 
chief, and governor of the province. He then moved for 
leave to bring in a bill, <^ for the impartial adminiftratioit 
of juftice, in the cafes of perfons queftioned for zny ads 
done by them in the execution of the laws for the fuppref- 
fion of k'iots and tumults, in the province of MaiTachu*^ 
iett-s-bay in New England ;" and produced precedents tn 
warrant the meafure, which were, that the habeas corpus 
ad had been fufpended in the year 1745. That fmugglers 
apprehended for offences committed on the coaft of Sufiex, 
had been made triable in the county of Middlefex, and the 
Scotch rebels in England.' 

Theoppofition denied the neceffity of this aft, even on the 
fuppofition, that juftice might be perverted in New Eng- 
land J becaufe, in fuch cafes, the prerogative of the crown 
might ftep in, and the governor might reprieve any one, ' 
who appeared to be convifbed illegally or unjuftly. 

Colonel Barre declared he rofe with great unwilling- 
nefs to oppofe this bill in its very infancy, before its fea- 
tures were well formed, and to claim that attention, which 
the houfe feemed to beftow with great reludlance on any 
arguments in behalf of America. Whilft their proceed- 
ings, fevere as they were, had the leaft colour of juftice^ 
he faid, he defifted from oppofing them ; and although the 
bill for fhutting up the port of Bofton, contained in it 
many things moft cruel, unwarrantable, and unjuft, yet 
as it was couched under thofe general principles of juftice, 
retribution for injury, and compenfation for lofs fuftained, 
he defifted from oppofing it. The bill was a bad way of 
doing what was right, but ftill it was doing what was 
right. As to the bill then before th« houfe, he pronounced 
it to be unprecedented in any former proceedings of par- 
liament ; 
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liamcnt ; and unwarranted by any delays denial, or |)ef«» 
verfion of juftice in America, It was fo big with oppreiHon 
and mifery to that country^ and with danger to this^ that 
the firft bluih of it was fufficient to alarm and roufe 
him to oppofition. It went to ftigmatize a whole people 
as perfecutors of innocence, and m^n incapable of doing 
juftice, without a fingle faft being produced, on which to 
grpund the imputation. On the contrary, the inftances 
which have happened, are direft confutations of fuch 
charges. The cafe of Capt. Prefton was recent 5 this, 
officer and fome foldiers had been indidied at Bofton.for 
murder, in killing fome perfons in the fuppreffion of a 
riot; they were fairly tried and fully acquitted. It was 
an American jury, a New England jury, ^ Bofton jury, 
which tried and acquitted them. Capt. Prefton has under 
his hand, publicly declared, that the inhabitants of the 
very town where their fellow-citizens had been flain, ac- 
quitted him. This is the very cafe the a(S): fuppofes. Is 
this the return made them ? Is this the encouragement 
given them to perfevere in fo laudable a fpirit of juftice 
and moderation ? He denied that the cafes of trials for 
fmuggling, and of treafon in the laft rebellion, did at all 
apply to the prefent cafe, becaufe the inconveniencies of 
profecution or defence, was comparatively infignific^t, 
on acccount of the little diftance to which the trials were 
removed. He took notice of Lord North's expreffion, 
^< we muft {hew the Americans, that we will no longer 
fit quiet under their infults," and called it mere declama- 
tion, unbecoming the charader and place of him who 
uttered it. He aiked, in what moment have you been 
quiet? Has not your government for many years paft 
been a feries of irritating and ofFenfive meafures, without 
policy, principles, or jnoderatifcn ? Have not your troops 
and your ibips made a vain and infultin^ parade in {heir 
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ftrcets and in their harbours ? It has fcerncdjto-bc. your 
iludy to irritate and inflame them. You. have ftimulated 
their difcontents into difalFeQioxi, and you- arc now goad- 
ing their difaffe<9:ion into -rebellion. Can you expe£l to 
.be. well informed when you liften only to partizans ? Caa 
you expe<a to do juftice, when you will not hear the 
,accufed i 

After having endeavoured to fiiew that the. bill waai 
.without precedent to fupport it, or fa£ts to warrant it, hp 
proceeded to reprefcnt the confequences which it was likely 
to produce. A foldier feels. himfelf fo much above the reft 
of mankind, that the ftrid hand of the civil power is ne^ 
ceffary to check and reftrain the haughtinefs of difpofition 
which fuch fuperiority infpires. What conftant care is 
taken in this country, to remind the military that they are 
^under the reftraint of the civil power. In America, their 
iiiperiority is felt ftill more. Remove the check of the 
^aw, as this bill propofes, and what infolence^ what out- 
rage, may you not expe£i f Every pafiion that is per- 
liicious to fociety, will be let loofe upon a people unac- 
cuftomed to licentioufnefs and intemperance. Thefe 
people, who have been long complaining of oppreflion^ 
.will fee in the foldiery thofe who are to enforce it upon 
them J whilft the military, ftrongly prepoiTeiled with the 
idea of that people being rebellious, unawed by the civil 
power, and a^Suated by that arbitrary fpirit which prevails 
jn the beft, troops, will commit violences which might 
xoufe the tameft people to refiftance, and which the vigi- 
lance of their officers cannot eiFe£lually reftrain. The 
inevitable confequence will be open ) rebellion, which 
you profefs by this a<ft to obviate. I have been b/ed a fol- 
dier, he continued, have ferved long j I rcfpe<3: the pro- 
jfdfion, and live in the ftrideft. habits of friendAiip with 
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inany officers ; but there is not a country gentlemen of 
you all, who looks upon the trtny vtth a more jealous 
eye, or would more ftrenuoufly refift the making them 
independent of the civil power than myfelf. No man is 
to be trufted in fuch a fituation. It is not the fault of the 
foldier, but the vice of human nature, which, unbridled 
by la^w, becomes infolent and licentious. When I ftand 
tip an advocate for America, I feel myfelf the firmeft friend 
t^f this country. We owe our grcatnefs to the commerce 
of America. Alienate your Colonies, and you deftroy the 
genuine fupply which nourifhes your own ftrength. Let 
the banners of rebellion be once fpread in America, and 
you are an undone people. You are urging this defperate*, 
this defti-uflive iffue. You are urging it with fuch vio^ 
lenccj and by meafures tending To manifeftly to that fatal 
point, that though a ftate of madnefs only could infpine 
fuch an intention, it would appear to be your deliberate 
purpofc. You have changed your ground : you are bc*- 
coming the aggrefTors, and are offering the laft of human 
outrages to the people of America, by fubjeding them, 
in etfe£t, to military execution. I know the vaft fupe* 
xiority of your difciplined troops over the provincials; 
but beware how you fupply the want of discipline by def*- 
peration. Inftead of fending them the olive-branch, you 
liave fent the naked fword. By the oIive*branch, I mean 
a repeal of all the late laws, fruitlefs to you and oppreffive 
to tiiem. Afk their aid In a conftitutional manner, and 
they will give it to the utmoft of their abiHty. They ne» 
vcr yet refufed it when properly called upon. Your jour- 
nals bear the recorded acknowledgments of the zeal wiA 
Vrhich they have contributed to the general neceffities of 
the ftate. They may be flattered into any thing, but 
they iire not to be driven. Have fome indulgence to your 
#mi liketteft $ relp»3 th^if tt^dj £ngUih virtue ; ivtradk 
a your 
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your odious exertions of authority^ and remember,— ? that 
the firft ftep towards making them contribute to your wants^ 
is to reconcile them to your government. 

An old member *, who was very rarely advcrfe to mi- 
niftry, ftrenuoufly oppofed this bill, and concluded his fpeech 
with thefe remarkable words : ** I will now take my leave 
of the whole plan. You will commence your ruin from this 
day. I am forry to fay, that not only the houfe has fallen 
into this error, but the people approve of the meafure. The 
people, I am forry to fay, are mifled* But a fliort time wi^ 
prove the evil tendency of this bill. If ever there was » 
nation running headlong to ruin, it is this/' 

On the 8th of May Sir George Savile moved, for leave tp 
prefent a petition from the natives of America refident in 
London, againft the two bills then depending, which WO 
admitted. 

Therein it was afferted, that a charter, Co granted as that 
of the 3d of William and Mary to the province of Maffachur 
fett'3*bay, was never before altered or refumed, but upon 
a full and fair hearing ; that therefore the prefent proceedr 
ing is totally unconftitutional, and fets an example, which 
renders every charter in Great^Britain and America entirely 
iniecure. The appointment and removal of the judges at 
the pleafure of the governor, with falaries payable by the 
crowttp puts the property, liberty and life of the fubjeft, de- 
pending on judicial integrity, in his power. The petitioners 
perceive a fyftem of judicial tyranny deliberately at this day 
impofed upon them, which, from the bitter experience gf 
its intolerable injuries, has been abolifhed in this country. 

• Mr. 'Mk Fuller. 
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It then proceeded to ftatc the objeftions to the other 
^bill, fdr the more impartial adminiftration of juftice 
in the province of MaflachufettVbay ; many of which 
were fimilar to thofe urged by Colonel Barre, which have 
"been already ftated. The bill, fays the petition, by giving 
a difpenfing power to the governor, advanced as he is by 
the former bill above the law, and not liable to any im- 
•peachment from the people he may opprefs, miift conftitute 
him an abfolute tyrant.. No hiftory can fhew, nor will hu- 
man nature admit of, an inftance of general difcontent, but 
from a general fenfe of oppreffion. The petitioners wiflied 
'they could poffibly perceive any difference between the moft 
th)eA flavery, and fuch entire fubmiflion to i legiflature, 
in the conftitution of which they have not a fingle vpice, 
nor the leaft influence, and in which no one is prefent on 
their beh'alf; They regarded the giving their property by 
Hbeir ovs^n confent aJonej as the unalienable- right of the fub- 
jeil, and the facred bulwark of conftitutional liberty : to 
deprive the Colonies therefore of this right, is to reduce 
them to a ftate of vaflTalage, leaving them nothing they can 
call their own; nor capable of any acquifition, but for the 
-benefit of- others. They entreated the houfe to confi^^ei, 
'that the reftraims which the examples of fuch feverity and 
•injuftice impofe, are ever attended with the moft dangerous 
hatred. In a diftrefs of mind which could not be defcribed, 
the petitioners conjured the houfe, not to convert their ^eal 
•and affe6tlon, which have hrtherto united every American 
'hand and heart in the interefts of England, into paeons 
• the moft painful and pernicious. Moft earneftly they be- 
feeched the houfe not to attempt reducing them to a ftate 
'of flavery, which the Englifli principles- which they inherit 
from their mother-country, will render worfe tha^ d^atb.-^ 
The bill for rcgulati;;>g the government of Maflachufett's- 

bay^ 



[ »49 3 

bay, was, that fame day, carried by a majority of almoft . 
five to one *• 

In the houfe of Lords ; the abfolute neceflity of a power- 
ful and fpeedy remedy for the cure of a government which 
was fo totally debilitated as that of Maffachufett's-bay, 
was the chief reafon affigned for the hafte with which the 
bill was carried through, and for declining to hear evidence 
at the bar, and for departing from the ordinary rules by which 
judicial proceedings are regulated. The lords in admini- 
ftration endeavoured to prove, that the procefs was not of a 
penal nature 5 fo far from it, that it was beneficial and re- 
medial : they went fo far as to affert it to be a great itr^- 
provement in the Maffachufett's form of government, be- 
caufe it brought it nearer to the Englifh model. All thefe 
affumptions were controverted by the minority lords, who 
ftrenuouflyoppofed the bill without being able to make any 
converts to their opinion, It pafled on the iith of May, 
92 againft 20, The licentioufnefs of the people was hereby 
to be fuppreffed by the licentioufnefs of power. A proteft 
was however entered on the journal, which was figned by . 
eleven lords f . 

In this proteft it was maintained, that the rights which 
the inhabitants of Maflachufett's-bay enjoyed by virtue of ^ 
their charter, could not be properly taken away, without 
the definite legal oflTence by which a forfeiture is incurred 
being firft clearly ftated and fully proved ; and the parties 
affefted by fuch proceedings, ftiould have had notice of the 
procefs, in order that they might plead in their own de-' 
fence. Such a mode of proceeding is not technical forma« 

♦ 127 to »6. 
t Viz. Richmond, Portland, Abingdon, King, Effingham, Pon- 
fonby, Rockingham^ Abergavenny, Leinfter, Craven, Fitzwilliany. 
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lity^ but fubftantial juftice. It proceeded to faj, that if 
the numerous land and marine forces which were ordered to 
tflemble in Maflachufett's-bay, were not (efficient to keep 
that iingle colony in any ftate of order, until the caufe <^ 
its charter can be fairiy and equally tried, no regulations 
iii this bill, nor in any other, brought into that houfe, are 
fu/Kcient for that purpofe. Another objeSion made, was, be* 
caufe the appointment of all the members of the council, which 
this bill vetted ifi the crown, is not a proper provifion for 
the equilibrium of the colony conttitution : the crown 
being empowered to increafe or lefTen the number of the 
council, on the report of the governor 3 which tends to de- 
firoy freedom of deliberation, ^nd wholly to annihilate its 
vie. The regulation refpeding the fherifis, was another in* 
novation ftrongly obje£l:ed to In this prpteft j the appoint- 
ment of whom, being by the ^vill of the governor only, 
and without requiring in the perfon appointed any local or 
other qualification, and making that officer changeable by 
jhe governor and council, as often and for fuch purpofes as 
they (hall think expedient, is a power which the Britiih con- 
ftitution has not trufted to his majefty and his privy-coun- 
pil. Hereby the invaluable right of trial by jury is turned 
into a fnarc for the people, who have hitherto looked upon 
it as their main fecurity againft the lipentioufnefs of power. 
It concludes with faying. If ' the force propofed /hall have 
its full effcS, t|iat effe<9:, we greatly apprehend, may not 
continue longer than whilft the fword is held up. To ren- 
der the Colonies permanently tdyantagcous, they muft be fa- 
^jsfied jvirt their cpi^d.ition. 

The }rti:eption givep tp the other bill, which went to re- 
gulate the adpiniftration of juftice in Maflachufett's-bay, 
in the boufe of Lords, ^as fimilar to that which changed 
the nature of its government, where it was carried through 
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1.3 to 1% *. The miaoritjr \otd% on this occafion l^cewife 
#nteml a very ftrong proteft f, in which they -^gned^ 
•moi^ other reafons for their diflent from the hill, that 
after the profcription of the port of Bofton^ the disfran* 
chi&ment of the colony of Maflacfaufett's-^y, and the va* 
riety of provifions which have been made in the (effion for 
iiew*modelling the whole polity aqd judicature there, thia 
bill is an humiliating confeffion of the wcakneis and ineffi* 
cacy 'of all the proceedings of parliament, by fuppofing that 
it may be impradicable, by any means which the poblic 
wifdom could devife, to obtain a fair trial there for any who 
zSt under government. By .the bill therefore it is virtually 
acknowledged, that the Britiih government is univerfally 
odious to the whole province ; and that it is, or may be* 
com^i^ hateful to all the Colonies : which is to publiih to all 
Ae world, in terms the di^ emphatical, the little confiv 
ilence the fupreme legiflature repofes in the affedions of fo 
large and lb important a part of the Britiih empire. The 
bill therefore amounts to a declaration, that the «wo boufiiss 
of parliameflft kt^w no means of retaining the Colonies m 
due obedience, but by an army rendered independent of the 
ordinary courfe t^f hxw^ in the place where they are cm* 
floyed. They likewife diflent, becaufe they think ^at a 
military force fufficient for governing upon this plan, 
cannot be maintained without the inevitable ruin x)f .the na- 
tion: and laftly, becaufe the bill iieems to be one of the 
many experiments towards an introdu^on of efiential in^ 
novations into the government of the empire. 

On the day that this bill paffed the houfe of Lords, the 
firft lord of the treafury entered on the annual buiinefs of 

• May it» I7H. 
f The protefting lords were Richmond, FitxwUUaiQi PonlbnbyA 
JLockinghain^ Poirtlandj^ Craven^ LeiniUri Mancheftcr^ 
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finance in Ac lower h6ufe. Twenty thotrfand feanicn had 
been voted for the year 1774^, including four tboufanil three 
hundred and fifty-four marines, the expence of which vn^ 
ftated to be 1,040,000!. The ordinary of the navy, and 
building, rebuilding, and repairing fhips, amounted togethet 
to 864,9171. A navy-debt of 200,000 1. was alfo dif* 
charged. The land forces for Great-Britain, Guernfey and 
Jerfey, amounted to eighteen thoufand'and twenty-four cf- 
fe^ive men, including one thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-two invalids ; the expence of which was rated at ' 
638,6301. The whole amount of military cftablifhments' 
in Africa, North America, and Europe, the out-penfioners 
in Chelfea-Hofpital, penfions to officers widows, ordnance 
and ordnance-debt, including the above fum, was 1,532,814!'. 
Theextraordinaries of the army amounted te 288,030 1. A 
million of 3 per cent, annuities was difcharged and annihi- 
lated, at 88 per cent, no one perfon to fubfcribe to a larger 
fum than 5000 1. ftock*. For calling in and recoining the 
deficient gold' 250,000!.. The mifcellaneous fervice was 
ftated at 60,251 1, f A million of Exchequer bills was faid 

ofFi 

♦ Th« Aime fiockfi were fele£led on this occaHon as In the year 177a, 
when a million and half was paid off, (fee page 74) viz. annuities coiv- 
folidated by aft of. parliament of the 25th, agtb, zjth, $id and ajd 
years of George II. and fevcral fubfequent aas, payable and tranfer- 
able at the Bank. Alfo annuities confolidated by a6ls of the 25th pf 
George II. and the 5th of George III. calJed reduced annuities, pay- 
able at the feme pkce. Likewife old and new 6outh-Sea annuities. 

The price which the ft^ck negotiable at .the Bank bore in May 1774, 
was 861, that at the South- Sea Houfe 841, the difproportion varying 
only a quarter per cent, from wh?t it was two years before 5 during 
which time ftocks had fallen more than 2 per cent. Tl|e douceur pf 
fix lottery tickets was woVth 3 1. Thefe terms were better to the fub- 
fcribcrs by one per cent, than the former. 

+ The particulars of which were as follows, viz. ' £ 

New roads and bridges in the Highlands of Scbtland r--- ^998 
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off. The whole amount of the fuppltes was given in at 
6,i59>66i L The ways and means for providing this fum 
were as follow. The Iand*-tax and malt-duties ftood as ia 
former years, the amount of both of which was rated at 
2,250,000 1. The balance from the finking-fund on the 
5th of January 1774, after it had yielded the fum charged 
thereon ' laft year, was 113,1901. The quarterly pro- 
duce of the finking-fund, ending the 5th of April, 1774^ 
aoMunted to 619,3031. One million two hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds was raifed by Exchequer bills. A 
lottery, confifting of fixty thoufand tickets, was diftri- 
buted among the holders of the million of ftock paid off, in 
the proportion of fix tickets for every lool. ftock, to be 
paid for at the rate of 12I. los. each ticket. Six hundred 
thoufand pounds was diftxubut^d in prizes, the full amount 
of which was to be paid in money on the firft of M^rch I775» 
The fum of 150,0001. was gained by the lottery, which 
does not appear to be brought in aid of the fupply. The 
produce of the finking-fund was anticipated 2,080,696! *« 

To*,T„,...of*B,l,*M.r™„ _ .£ 

General Surveys in North America ' — ■ 31085 

Civil Eftablifliments in Africa, and In Nova Scotia, Georgia, 1 ^^ 

Eaft and Weft Florida ^ 5 *3*56» 

^o David Hartley, ECtn towards defraying the charge of his "^ 

experiments to afcertain the pra£licability and utility of >• 2500 
prcfcrving buildings and fhips from fire >■ j 

For maintaining and fupporting the Briti/h forts and fettle- ^ 

ments on the coaft of Africa . ■ — — 3 ' 3>o<5«> 

To make good fums ifTued by his raajefty's orders, in purfu- ") 

ancc of addrcffes of the houfe of Commons ■ 3 ?®>'*® 

£ 60,251 

Sefides which, the intereft of annuities created in 1758, for*^ 

the payment of which no fund was eftablifhed by par- > 43>^45 
liament, was replaced to the iinking-fand ■ j 

,♦ Which was 169,1101. lefs than the preceding year; a fum fome- 
tbing more thiin equivalent to the increafe of Exchequer bills. 
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Fifteen thoufafid pounds was voted of the money. receirabk 
toi thfe current yea^, on the duties and revenues direded bjr 
^riiament to be referved for defraying the neceflary ex- 
{tences of defending, protefiing, and feciuring the Britiflk 
ColMies and Plantations in America ; for making good 
fech part of the fupplies as bad been granted to bis majefty 
fcr maintaining forces and garrifons in the pkntations^ 
«nd for provifion for the forces in North America, Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland, and the Ceded Iflands for Ae year 
i774. The overplus of grants for the fervice^jf the year 
1773, being 126,981 1. was applied to the preftnt fupply*. 
The fum of 90,9361. was produced by certain duties, 
favings, and monies not applied, which were repaid into 
the Exchequer. The ways and means were Aated ta 
amount to 6,546,108 !• and to exceed die fupjdies b]r 
386,447 L 

Towards the clofe of the feffion, the boufe of Commons 
took into confideration the flate of the gold coin. Some re«- 
gulations refpeAing which bad been made in the preced- 
ing feffion, and by a royal proclamation which had been 
ifiued for that purpofe. Evidence was given at the bar by 
tbme of the officers of the Mint, and a gentleman from the 
Bank, which went to prove the vaft quantities of goU 
coin which bad been diminfihed, and many refolutions 
were agreed to by the houfe. The deficient coin was caUed 
in, without any lofs being fuftained by the holders, and a 
i^oinage took place. The whole amount of the gold 
'Coin brought into the Mint, in confequence of the various 
regulations made in the years 1773 and 1774, amounted to 
upwards of twenty-three millions. We are told by a cele- 
brated calculator, that in February 1772, four and a half 
per cent, might be got by melting heavy guineas ^ {;old 

* The eaccfs had bec9 computed at.559,x49l. 
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in coin not being permitted to be exported to any large 
amount, whilft bullion was under no prohibition. What 
encouraged this kind of traffic was, that the balance of 
trade had been generally againft us ever fince the concluflon 
of the laft war, arifing from the increafe of luxury and the 
national debt ; for by the latter, Iarg& fums were*annually 
fent out of the kingdom in payment of intereft. The fame 
writer gives it as his opinion, that enough had been done 
to reftore the gold coin by the firft coin ad, and that all 
which was afterwards done, has been nothing but a pre<« 
paration of the coin for melters and exporters. 

A bill had paiTed the houfe of Lords with little notice,, 
and but weak oppofition*, for the purpofe of << making 
more effe&ual provifion for the government of the pro-< 
vince of Quebec, in North America," and was brought 
to the commons on the i8th of May. On the fecond 
reading it was very ftrongly oppofed. 

By his majefty's proclamation* dated 7th of O&ober 
1763, the countries, territories, and iflands, ceded by the 
peace, were declared to be formed into four diftin£i: govern- 
ments, viz. Quebec, Eaft Florida, Weft Florida, and 
Grenada, by virtue of letters patent, under the great feal 
of Great-Britain ; and the rcfpedlivc governors were vefted 
with exprefs power and dire£tion, that as foon as the ftate 
and condition of the faid Colonies would admit thereof, 
they ihould, with the advice and confent of the members of 
their refpedive provincial councils, fummon and call the 
general aflemblies, within the faid governments, refpec* 
tively, in fuch manner and form as is ufed and directed in 
thoie provinces and colonies in America which are under 

* It was carried forty-one againft £fccen. 

the 
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the immediate government of the crown. And the gover- 
liors were thereby farther empowered, by the confent of the 
council and rcprefentatives of the people fo fummoned, to 
make, conftitute, and ordain laws, ftatutes, and ordi- 
nances, for the public peace, welfare, and good govern- 
ment of their colony, as near as may be agreeable to the laws 
ef Englandy under fuch reftriftions and regulations as are 
ufed in other Colonies. And until fuch a form of govern- 
ment can be eftabliflied, allperfons inhabiting in, or refort- 
jng to thofc Colonies, were affured of the royal proteffion for 
the enjoyment of the benefit of the Englilh laws j for 
which purpofe courts of judicature were direfted to be con- 
ftituted to determine all caufes, as well criminal as civil, 
according to law and equity, and, as near as may be 
agreeable to the laws of England, with a right of appeal 
to the king's privy council, under the ufual limitations an<l 
reftriftions. 

The Quebec bill went to eftablifli mofl: Important regu- 
lations. Its firft obje6l was to aiBx new boundaries to 
the province: in doing which, it, in fa<9", renounced the 
claims which had been made by the commiffioners appointed 
by the Britifh court to fettle with the French the limits 
of Nova Scotia, or Acadia, after the peace of Aix-la-Cha- 
pel ; for it made the province of Quebec, or Canada, to 
extend along the fouthern coaft of the river St. Laurence, 
from Chaleur Bay almoft to Crown Point ; to maintain 
the contrary to which, was the principal bufinefs of that 
ccmmiflion. The bill, in farther defcribing the new li- 
mits to the province, carried them over the whole interior 
country which lay behind the New England provinces, 
together with thofe of New York and Pennfylva- 
nia, to the borders of the Ohio. The limits would 
moft probably have been extended quite to the back of 

Georgia^ 
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Georgia, if the charter granted to the province of Virgi-*> 
hia had not conveyed the right to all lands weftward, quite 
to the rivet of MiiTiffippi ; fo that here the progrefs was 
flopped, and it ftruck ofF weftward, through no lefs than 
ten degrees of longitude, to the eaftern banks of the Miflif-* 
fippi, from whence it proceeded northward, until it touched 
the fouthern boundary of the lands granted to the Hudfon's 
B iy Company, being from about the fortieth to the fiftieth 
degree of latitude. Thefe regions, in which nature de- 
lights in the majeftic, include the five great lakes, are 
much more extenfive than the kingdom of France, and are 
capable of fubfifting a larger number of inhabitants. The 
other grand objeft in the bill was, to new model the govern- 
ment of a province, thus extended to the circumference 
of a mighty empire. It granted the free exercife of the 
religion of the church of Rome, fubjeft to the king's fii- 
premacy j and granted to the clergy of that church, the 
power of holding, receiving, and enjoying their accuftomed 
dues and rights, with refpeft to fuch perfons only, as fliatl 
'profcfs that religion ; a right being referved in his majefty 
to make fuch provifion out of the reft of the accuftomed 
dues and rights, for the encouragement of the proteftant 
religion, and for the maintenance and fupport of a pro- 
teftant clergy within the province, as fliall appear necef- 
"fary and expedient. In all matters of controverfy, rela- 
tive to property and civil rights within the province of 
Quebec, refort to be had to the laws of Canada, as the 
rule for the decifion of the fame. The governor, lieute- 
nant-governor, or commarider in chief, with the confent 
of the legiflative council, have the power of enafting new 
laws, except fuch as lay any tax or duty and repealing 
or altering old ones, but all fuch afts muft receive the 
royal approbation to be in force'. Real and perfonal eftates 
might be difpofed of by will, if executed either according 

t9 
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to the laws of Canada or England. The criminal law of 
England was, by this bill, continued in the province. 
The provincial aflembly was hereby abolifhed, by being 
fufpended in the following terms, '' and whereas it is 
at prefent inexpedient to call an aflfembly,'' and the coun^ 
cil to confift of no more than twenty-three, or lefs than 
feventeen, cbmpofed of peribns reiident in the province, 
and appointed by the king. 

Mr. Dunning called it the moft pernicious bill ever of- 
fered to parliament. He reprcfented the form of govern- 
ment thereby given to the inhabitants of Canada, as efTen- 
tially the fame in form, and more liable to abufe, than 
the one they had formerly enjoyed under the crown of 
France ; and that the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment granted 
to them, was intended to cheat them out of their civil 
liberties as Britifh fubjeds. It was intended, he faid^ 
to operate two ways, firfl:, for eftabliihing arbitrary power 
in that vafi extent of country ; and fecondly, to employ 
that power, thus modified and rendered obedient to the 
will of the pofTeiTors, in ai&fting to overthrow the li- 
berties of America. Mr. Thurlow (Attorney-gene- 
ral) ftated to the houfe the difFercnt governments which 
had prevailed in Canada from the firfl fettling in that 
country by the French ^ and contended, that it was dan* 
gerous, cruel, and unprecedented, to eftablifli new laws 
in a conquered country. General Carleton, Governor of 
Canada, was examined. He (hewed the inconfiderable num-* 
ber of proteftants fettled in Canada, compared with thofe 
who profefTed the Roman catholic faith. The inhabitants 
in general^ he faid, liked the old French laws in prefe- 
rence to the Engliih form of government ^ and he was of 
opi.i^ion, the bill then depending would be generally relifhed. 
la the progrefs of the buiinefs many other witnefies were 
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es^amined; viz. Mr. Hay, chief juflx<:e of that province | 
Mr. Mazeres, curfitor<rbarDa of the Exchequer, and lats 
attorney-general there, and agent to the Englifh inhabitants 
of Canada; Dr. Marriott, the king's advocate-geoeral in 
England ; Moiif. Lolbiniere, a French gentleman of coish 
fiderable property in Canada. It wa? propofed that GtpmA 
Murray, who was. the firft Britiih governor of the colony* 
and ceoitinued in that capacity feveral years, jQiould be fiioM 
moned to attend, but it was overruled. The inforn»tioa 
pbtained by thefe wllnefies, was, principally, as to the pre-r ^ 
fereiice giv^n. by the French inhabitants to the French or 
EnglUh laws ; and it feemed pretty evident, that diffeient 
ISsAtimeats pi?eva*kd among different ranks and cpnditioDs ; 
ithe gentry made choice of the French code, the middle ar^ 
der and peafantry preferred the ^nglifii laws. 

< 

A petition was prefeated to the houfe from Thomas and 
TVilliam Penn, owners of a great part of the province of 
i^ennfylvania, repre&nting the great injury their ptpperty 
would receive by the bill, and praying to be heard fay coun* 
icL Another petition was presented, ilgned by fcv^pal mer* 
idianis trading to Canada, which fet forth, that feveral 
danfes in the hill would materially ^Sh&: their pisopei4y. 
'Counfel was heard at the bar in behalf of both petitions. 
A petition was likewise prefented by the city of London 
againft the bill. Serjeant Glynn infifted, that it was a 
breach of the royal promife contained in the proclamation 
in the year 1 763, which declared, that all perfons who would 
^o over to Quebec, fliould be ^vtitkd to the f^me laws and 
fyrote&ioA as they had had in England; whereas the j^ 
tiefone the houfe went to -^ablilfti French laws, and t\\^ 
S/oman catholic religion. In reply to theattorney^generaV, 
Ik (hewed, that it was far from being unprecedepted to in- 
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troduce a new code of laws into a conquered coiuitrj) Ire<« 
land and Wales were proofs thereof. 

. In fupport of the bill it was urged, that the laws which 
regarded perfonal property, and contra<^s between man and 
man, were much the fame in France as in England. The 
French had no notion of' a trial by jury, and difliked it as 
an innovation. The treaty of Paris, it was faid, had fe- 
cured to the French Canadians the free exercife of their 
religion, as far as was confiftent with the laws of England ; 
and our penal laws with refpedt to religion, it was alTetted, 
did not extend beyond this kingdom, as the king's fupre** 
macy did ; and the Roman catholics of Canada were obliged 
by the ad to give a proof of their allegiance, by taking an 
oath which was therein prefcribed,. againft all fuch papal 
claims as interfered therewith. The fecuring to the Ro- 
miih clergy their tythes, by the a£t, was no more than pla- 
cing them in the condition which they flood in at the con-^ 
queft ; fubjeft however to this difadvantage, that no perfon 
profeiEng the proteftant religion was to contribute any thing 
to their fupport. The extenfion of the boundaries of the 
province beyond the limits defcribed in the proclamation^ 
was juftified by the plea, thatfeveral French families were 
iettled in remote parts of the country, beyond the former 
diftridts, and an entire colony was eftabliibed among, the 

Illinois Indians. 

% 

The oppoiition to the bill, was. founded on the monftrous 
incongruity, which appeared in a Britifli legislature eilabliih<r 
ing a form of arh^itrary government in any part of the em- 
pirCb Such a conduA was unknown in the hiftory of this^ 
country, and would have been execrated at any othjer time 
than the prefent. The fetting afide the afTembiy of the 
provia^e^ was imputed to the utter diilike which the mi- 
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ftiftry bore to fuch popular deputations, as well as to all the 
rights of the people at large. The meafure was called an 
experiment for fetting up an arbitrary government in one 
colony, which may be more patient of. it than the reft, in 
order to extend by degrees that mode of ruling to all the 
others. It was afked, why is a trial by jury aboliihed in 
fuits at law ? Can the people be thought to have an objec- 
tion to truft their property to a tribunal, to which they have 
trufted their lives ? They inflfled, that the grand fecurity 
of liberty is the power of having civil aSions tried by a jury ; 
as in cafes of arbitrary imprifonments, and many other vio- 
lations of the right of the fubje£^, the redrefs has been al- 
ways fought in fuch a way. The Engliih refiding in Ca- 
nada, and the merchants of Great-Britain, who trufted 
their property on a prefumption that it was Ufider the pro- 
teftion of the Englifh laws, would be greatly aggrieved in 
being fubje(9:ed to French cuftoms and French forms of 
trial. The regulations hereby made with refpe£): to the 
religion of the country, was much objefted to. Every one 
feemed willing to allow the moft extenfive toleration to the 
Koman catholic • religion, but many warmly oppofed the 
eftabliihment of that religion throughout the province, and 
giving' proteftantifm no more than a toleration. The po- 
pish clergy gain a legal parliamentary right to a mainte- 
nance, the proteftant clergy are left at the king's difcretion. 
Both ought at leaft to be put on an equal footing,* and legal 
fupport provided for both. 

This bill occafioned greater debates, and larger mino- 
rities upon each divifion, than any of the bills refpeding 
America, which had been before the houfe of Commons 
this feffion. Many amendments were made td it, and the 
minority laboured hard to give a trial by jury at the option 
«f tlve parties \ but in this they failed^ as well as in ob- 
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tainlng for. Ihe Canadians the privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus. In confequence of the amendments, it 
was fent back to the Lords for their concurrence. Whicb> 
furniihed Lord Chatham with an opportunity of entering^ 
very fully into the merits of the bill, ^ The amendments* 
were agreed to, twenty-five againft feven*. , The LonL 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of Lonr. 
don prefented an addrefs to his majefty, praying that he 
would not give bis royal aiTent to the Quebec bill^^; imme* 
diately on receiving of w-hich, he went to the ftoufe o£ 
peers, and gave his royal aiT^nt to fuch hills- a$ werie.reaiiy^ 
of which this bill was one, and then put an end to the. 
fcffion tv 

.. It . is very Temarkable, that all the regulations made \%i . 
tjiis feffion of parliament, refpe£(ing the government of the "^ 
American Colonies^ were in exd£): conformity to Govar«* 
nor I^utchinfon's idea of colony adminiftrationj as ex* 
prefled in an extra£fc fronpLone of . his letters, which w© 
have given t» ^By extending the .limits of the province. of» 
Quebec, to all lands fituated behind the northern and mid'^' 
die Colonies^ which were not exprefsly included in.any^; 
charter, if any fettlements were ak^dy made by any of the 
Cplonifls on parts out of their limits, which w^ very>p;K>- 
bable, fuch fettlers would ; be immediately deprived of their ; 
i]^mpcrati<r fornsi of government. It, alfo circomfcribedL 
the old Colonies within certain limits^ which if, in future: 
times, fliould be found too narrow for their increafed 
population) thofewho fought - new pofieffions would be 
obliged, to relinquifli theicxhartcredfonaof goyemaB»nt«; 

*JuneiS. f Jane AS*. j;^ Pageas^ 
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Another aft which affefted the province of Quebec re- 
ceived the royal afient at the fame time ; the purport of 
which, was to eftablifh a fund towards further defraying 
the charges of the adminiftration of juflrice, and fupporc 
of the civil government within that province. The French 
.llad laid duties on rum, brandy, and other liquors imported 
into the province of Canada, now called the province of 
Quebec; and upon all dry goods imported into, and ex- 
ported from that province; all of which, by this aft, 'were 
taken off, and in their ilead was laid a duty of three- 
pence per gallon on brandy and other fpirits, the manu- 
fafture of Great-Britain. On Weft-India rum or other 
fpirits, fix-pence per gallon ; American, nine-pence ; rum 
or fpirits of foreign manufafture one (hilling. Molaffes and 
, fyrups were to pay fimilar duties, according to the ports from 
whence they were brought. The fame aft obliged every 
,perfon keeping a houfe of public entertainment, or retail- 
ing wine or other liquors^ to take out a licence, for which 
lie was to pay thirty-fix (hillings. The revenue arifing 
from the duties on merchandize, was appropriated to de- 
. fraying the expences of the adminiftration of juftice, and 
the fu-pport of the civil government in the province ; the 
money arifing from licences was granted to his majefty. 
This aft therefore, ferved to eftabli(h in the province, both 
commercial and internal taxation ; as well as the right of 
parliament to difpofe of the money raifed by taxes there, 
cither to the fupport of the province, or for any other pur- 
pofe they (hould think proper to apply it to. This aft was 
eflential to the perfefting of that fyftem of government 
which was framed for Quebec. Notwithftanding which, 
it was little noticed, either in its progrefs through the two 
boufeSy or by the people at large. 
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On the loth of May, I774^ died Louis XV. king of 
France, in the fixty-fifth year of his age, and fifty-ninth of> 
his reign, who was fucceeded by his grandfon Louis XVL- 
then almoft twenty years of age ; the young king had been 
four years married to a princefs of the houfe of Auftrja. 
On his acceffion, he found his kingdom recovering from, 
that ftate of confufion into which it had been plunged by 
the improvidence of his predeceffor \ but who, in the latter 
part of his reign, had applied every method to rectify the 
diforders of the ftate. Lord North took occafion to fpeaic 
©f this event in the houfe of Commons j he faid, ** a great 
and good prince was dead, who was a man of an amiable 
and peaceable mind ; but his fucceiTpr, was not only wife 
and ceconomical, but a pacific prince, who would hot enter 
into any unneceflary war to try projeds." The new reign 
produced a new rainifter of finance, M. Turgot. The 
edicts ifiued during his adminiftration, were phenomena 
in the* political world : an abfolute king rendering account 
to his fubjeds, and inciting his people to think \ a right, 
which it has been the bufinefs of all abfolute kings, and 
their minifters, to extinguifh in the minds of men \ but the 
regulations which be aimed at introducing, excited fo 
ftrong an oppofition, that he was foon obliged to quit his 
poft, which was given to a man who afterwards accom^ 
pliflied what the other had attempted in vain, by introdu*, 
cing a very general reformation in the government and af-^. 
fairs of France, fo far as the public revenue was cori-t, 
cerned. 

Meanwhile the confequences which were cxpe<9:ed to 
follow from the exemplary punifliments inflicSed on the 
Colony of Maflachufett's-bay, were not realised, TI\Q 
fpirit of Vivalfhip which ufed to prevail in the American 
fe%rport towns, now no lo|)g^r fubfifled^ No* merchant 
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dilcbvured thellighteft difpoHtion to advantage himfelf hf 
i:he (hutting up of the port of Bofton, and the Colonies ifli 
general) inftead of deprecating that vengeance of the mo« 
tber«country fro^i themfelves, which they faw fallen on 
one province, confidered it as a common caufe, and were 
forward to exprefs their adherence to the principles which 
had incurred fuch heavy punishment. An agreement wa4 
drawn up at Bofton, which was called a f^^lemn league 
and covenant, the fubfcribers to which, bound themfelvei 
in the moft folemn manner, to fufpend all corhmercial: 
intercourfe with Great-Britain, until the Bofton port- 
bill, and the othfr obnoxious a£ts of parliament were re-* 
pealed, and the Colony of Maffachufett's-bay fully re- 
ftored to the rights which it derived from its charter. The 
people not only in the'New England governments, but ia 
the other provillces, entered into this new league with the 
utmoft eagernefs. A general congrefs was held at Phila- 
delphia, the beginning of September 1774) deputies to 
which were chofen by the houfes of reprefentatives of each 
province j the fmaller Colonies fent two, and the larger 
ones feven, the whole number of delegates amounting to 
fifty-one. The province of Georgia alone, did not ac- 
cede to the confederacy. In this general affembly, each* 
Colony had no more than a iingle vote, whether its deputa- 
tion was more or lefs numerous. ' ' 

» 

On the 30th of September 1774, the parliament was 
fuddenly difiblved by a royal proclamation, after having 
fat fix years, and the writs for eleding a new hpiife of 
Commons, were returnable on the :29th of November 
following. As this was a very unexpected meafure, 
becaufe an unufual exertiQn of the regal prerogative, no" 
fimilar inftance having happened ' for almoft one thih]^ 
yejurs, it gave the miniftry great ad vant^iges in the eledlon 
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ff mtmhtfs.^ IMoci thfi exigencies of tbe erovTii sad <lir 
fkzu of public aflbifs wece fucfa, that adminfftration could 
not allow that the Qext feAon of padia«ieiit fliduld be 
fP9plo]Fe4 H3 fi-aming fueh popular a^ls, ^iscoaftantlj take 
place in the laft (eflion of a parliaoieiit. The mini^ had 
yery iovportant, and not verjf agikeabie ^bjefis before 
Ibem ) the ^osc was, to pay off the debts iacurisd upon tbe 
civil lift eftablifbmeot, and to obtain an tncxeafe in tbe an- 
mial revenue ; the other, to bring tbe Ajoericaas li( un*4A 
conditional obedience, aqd only a boufe of Commons 
vhic^ was juft entered on i^s funi^ions oeuld venture to 
concur in f^cb delign^* 

4ithpugh tbe parlia{ne&t» which wts now dtiblved, had, 
ifi fome particular inAanpes, gone pounter to the miniftcr^ 
en^ left him in a minority ; a conduA^ frhicb had evev 
been confidered in former adminiftrations as portending 
^|5 reinoval, yet no one of th^fe inftance« was fuoceeded 
\fy any diminution of theminift^'s influence, in anf of the 
{rand objq£ii$ purf^ed by government ; on the contrary, hia 
Ifirdibip feemed, lijce Antaeus, t^ g^in ftrength by everf 
ia)]. In 1)0 parliament iince t^ revolution, did the crovja 
f^tain fo great an increafe of infl^^nce as in this we are 
fyfsAkig oA A .p^irliapient in the feign of Richard IIv 
was called ^< the wonder working parUament^" becaufe ie * 
punifhed the judges and minifters with feverity, and en« 
4eavoured to reconcile th^e king and hi$ people. Other 
jpaiiiaments h^ire liJdewii^ h^<% diiftiQguUbed by titles^ 
^^preffiye of the general tei|den^y of thieif coedu^i ; oa 
which accouiit that houfe of Coimnonis which increafed 
the national debt upwards of iixty m^ens during the laft 
war^ has been called by fonse ^^ the prodigal parliaments'^ 
Qn tbe feme principle, the thirteenth, pairliaivient of Great* 
Bci^in may wi^h pn^pmty bee9titlfid> ^^ the repl par* 
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jHeat.'^ At the elofe of it, Lord North appcairtd fo'bc 
firmly eftabliflM^ ih' his J^igh office : ind<^d, .Ms- abilities 
were admirably adapted to the condu6ting of affairs in the 
houfe.of Commons,, by bis^ A^dy attention arid application 
tobiifmefs, his coolnef^ in debate, and talents as afpeakel::, 
for having now fat in thite parliam'ents, he had corre£lea 
very ftrong natural impediments which lay in the way of 
his becoming an orator, and bad' acquired a very agreeable^ 
and^^fuaiive elocbtipn, v^ich he^ employed with great ad* 
drefs in foiling the 'ittackt made upori him from varichisr" 
parts of the h'oufeC ' On all occafions he maintained bis 
dignity, without appearing to afTume oridi£late« 

Thefe qualities led a learned law officer of the crcwn'tof 
remark in the houfe, that - although many' members migh^ 
be ready to naine fome^ one whom they confidered as bet- 
ter qualified" to aidrao^ prime minifter^ according as their 
{jarty attachments or private friendfliips influenced their 
judgments, yet all thofe gentlemen, he believed, would 
agree in acknowledging, that next to the man of their 
choice, no one was fo eligible as the lord who then held 
tftat poft ; from whence he inferred, that he was aftually 
the befl: qualified ; foir if whi&h partiality and preJ^dW 
are gratified, all parties agree in their fecond nomination^, 
impartial reaibn'«wHl declare fueh' al> oni^ pre-eminentty!^ 
meritorious ♦. 

, * Thfe thotight was taken from Rofleau, who argued in this man- 
nec:/ot tb*-(wperiority of Italian mufic over that of any other country* 
'Bfae jtiftncfi ^f the above application muft be left to others to de< 
CKiriipon;' - 
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The tmount and application of the finking-fund, during 
the firft five years of Lord North's admlnifbtption. 

Remainder of the quarter ending 7 £ 

January 5, 1770 — J 299,375 

Quarter ending April 5 , — -^ 773,240 

1,072,615 

•Charged thereon for the fervice of ) 
. the year 1770 — J i»70O.ooo 

Produce to the 5th of ApriJ 1771 i- 691,977 

2,391,977 

Charged thereon for the fervice of 7 . 

the year 1771 — J 1*050,000 

Balance to January 5, 1772 191,608 

Produce of the quarter endinff ^ « o 

April. 5, 1772 - * j 805,398 

* 23647,006 

Charged thereon for the fervice of 7 q , 
the year 1772 — 3 ^»^5^»723 

Balance April 5, 1773 — 350,193 

2,206,9X6 

Charged thereon for the fervice of 7 © , 

the year 1773 5 2,349>^o6 

Balance to January 5, 1774 113,190 

Produce of the quarter ending ? , 
April 5, 1774 ^ ^ ^l 6^9.303 

3*082,299 

11^400,813 
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In ^he fame fpace of time, the national funded debt 
was reduced as follows : « 

A million and a half of annuities, at three ^ 
and a half per cent, was paid off at par> 1,500,00a 
in the year 1770 «— j 

A million and a 'half of three per cents, was 7 

paidoff atgointheycar 17721 — ' 3 ^^SS^^OOO 

A million of three per cents, was paid off at 7 qq 
88 in the year 1774 5 ^^^y^^o 



■«■■« 



3,730,000 

So that the finking fund contributed towards^j 
the public fervice, during five years, in- f 
eluding the intereft of five millions bor- )- 75670,813 
rowed in 1758, for which no other pro- ' 
yifion was made ^-^ --^ 
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11,400,813 



End of the Fjrst Part. 
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PART 11: 

From the commencement of boftilities in America, 
to the meeting, of Parliament in November , 
1781. 

CHAP. I. 

Evils fonUld on the firji fittUng of Colonies in America"^ 
Goner al Gage appointed to the chief command-^Difcontenis in 
America-^General Congrefs firJi held-^Proceedings of that 
body^^Meeting of Parliament-^ Ina^ivity of Government 
towards America — Various opinions among the people-^Re- 
duSlion in the army and navy^^Petitions and addrejfes — Lord 
Chatham* s motion in the Houfe of Lords — His plan of con-- 
iiliation-^^Bill to retrain the American fiJheries^^Mr. Burke^^ 
fyftem of American government'-^^nrejlrained liberty of the 
preJs'^Condu^ of the Earl of Effinghami-^Finances for the 
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yior ijj^-^Sentments of Bur$pian Jldte^ nj^ffing tbfconm 
Ujl}etVi^0n Great Britain and her folonus. 

WHEN the difign of fettling Colonies in North 
America, firft beeamo » national ohjtSt in the 
reign of James the Firft, the fpeculative politi* 
tians of ttat age raiied manyyobj^ions to tbe oMafure, aod 
fiMre-toldy. tkat aftei draining tbeir molh^r country of inlujf- 
bitants, thofe Colonies would foon fbake off her yoke, and 
ere<St an independent goV^r^inent in America *• More . 
than z century and a half had, however, elapfed, and nei« 
tberof thefe|»rediSed mk hud l^n realized. ; £x|]ieripace 
bad ftkewa, that^he depopulation of Great Bf itak by «to(- 
grations to America was not to be feared ; and the appre. 
bepfion of the CoUnies becomrng independent ftates, feems 
at no time to have been entertained by government before 
tbe conciufion of the peace with France and Spsun in 1762^ 
Nptwithfiahding which fecurity, it Was evident,' from tkc 
nature of things, that there certainly would cdm^ 4 .time 
when the Northern continent of the new^ wprld, being 
overfpread with la^ race of men adtive, enterpriftng, and en- 
thuilaftically attached to freedom,. would begin to confidet 
reftraiats as oppreffions. The Colonics, influenced by 
that univer/al. principle of felf-love which aduajies con- 
munities, as well as individuals, wouM^ ih proceft of 
time, recQil at the idea of that fupremacy and inherent 
right of controul, which the parent ftate ckiaied to i^fetf 
in perpetuity. 

> 

The eflabli&meiit of parliamentary taxation is America,. 
appeared to them to be nothing fiiort of holding their pro* 
perty by the courtefy of a Br itiih fenate. Aa their ftrength 
and confequence ihoujtd hereafter advance, Aich views of 

• Hume*s Hiftory offinghmd, VoK VI. i^gS* 

things^ 
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Uritigr woqM of coarfe pitC$ upon iberii with greater 
weight. Thus whenever their population (hould have 
trebled its prefent amount, that acceffion would lead them 
to difregard thofe prohibitions which deprived them of the 
, liberty to work uptime materials which their earth, yielded 
for the purpofes of civil life ; when rifen fo high in the fcale 
of political confequjence, they would certainly have thought 
, It oppreffion in being prohibited from manufafiuring their 
own iron. The prefent race of Americans did not openly 
complain of the commercial reftriSion^ which are laid 
upon them, but their inunediate defcendents yet unborn* 
if it had happened, that an uninterrupted courfe of profpo* 
rity, had nurtured them into a contempt of feccndary iap» 
portance, would have thought fuch burdens too grievous 
to be borne : at lesft the biftory; of mankind will warrant 
fuch a fuppofition ; for fubordination can be expeAed only 
from the weak to the ftrong. When fuch a ret olt ibould 
caufe them to be upbraided with ingratitude to their parent 
ftate, they* might have replied, <* we have enriched you by 
our commerce, whilft we Wier e your dependents, we will ftitl 
continue ^o do fo on the footing of friendi and equals, but 
our flate of minority is now paft/ 
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An independent condition is always accompanied by an 
independent fpirit. Even a colony of Frenchmen, in 
wbofe breaft^ allegiance to their King is the moft aflivc 
public principle, when they grew fuflicieiitly numerous and 
powerful tofupport themfcilves, would have looked toinde- 
pendence as their right. 

The nature of the government eflablilhed in Britifh 
America, and the conduft of our Kings towards the Cob^ 
nies, has uniformly been fudi as to encourage, inftead of 
checking an independent fptrit. The general law of dofcent 
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in the New England provinces, it an exUdtion of that 
which is known among us by the title of gaveUkind, for 
the children equally fhare the patrimony, which effectually 
bars the acquifition, or at leaft the perpetuity of large for«> 
tunes, and greatly promotes a republican (pirit. 

It has been aflerted, that when a plan of taxation for 
America was propofed to Sir Robert Walpde, he reje£led 
it, faying, *^ let fuch meafiires be adopted by my fuccef* 
fors, I never will undertake fo intricate a bufinefs." It it 
however certain, that his adminiftration was the precife 
time, for introducing fuch a form of government, as ihould 
corre£l whatever had been found to be wrong, or too inn 
dulgent, in the charters^ and for familiarising the people 
to the moJe of internal taxation, rather than to the bur- 
dens of it, which might have gradually increa&d in pro* 
portion to their ability of bearing them. The more opu*- 
lent and confiderable Americans ihould have been enobled, 
and compofed a l^iflative body in each province, to check 
the democratic tendency of the popular affemblies^ 

~ In diort, it required the moft penetrating eye, the moft 
determined hand, and the moft enlightened head, to efta* 
blifli fuch a'fyftem of government among the riftng Colo- 
nies, as would fecure their attachment and obedience 
throughout a feries of ages ; and the proper time for adopt- 
ing thefeeftablilhments was^ when they were beginning to 
reckon their population by millions. To introduce an 
hierarchy might be what the friends of perpetual fubordi- 
nation would rather have wiflied than fuppofed pradi- 
cablci Fifty years ago addrefs and management might have 
proved fuccefsful in warping the natural difpofition of the 
people in civil eftablifliments, but in religious matters the 
Americans were ever inflexible^ 

The 
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The viewa of the legiflature towards America, before tht 
commenceiaeot of the prefent reign, were entirely occupied : 
about raifing the Colonies froai a ftate of imlMBcility to a < 
vigorous lAafcurity, Which was no iboner efFeded than po- 
pular dilcontents and ^^fettled government at home greatljr 
leflened that refpeA aod awe in which Great Britain had 
been held. We are now to relate the events which hap** 
pened immediately after paiSng thofe reftri£tive ads of par- 
linment which ihut up the port of Bofton, and gave a new 
form of goverament to the Colony of Maflkchufett's Bay ; 
a. time when mutual di&ruft was ranjding into bitter en>« 
inity, 

m 

That the coercive meafures taken by government might 
produce their defired ^ ffe£t upon the people. General Gage 
was appointed Commander in Chief of the fprces in North 
America, and Governor of Maffiichufet's-Bay. This gen« 
tleman had reiided many years on the American continent, 
bad filled many refpefiable pofts, and had rendered himfelf 
popular by -his general condu£l. On his arrival at Bofton, 
in May, 1774, Mr. Hutchinfon, the late Qovernor^ em^ 
barked for England, 

Such was the prevailing temper of the people, as to render 
them little inclined ^o welcome, with fincere gratulations,' 
any Governor who might be placed over them, however they 
might venerate the perfonal qualities of the man. Nothing 
like difmay or remorfe had been excited on the arrival of thf 
a£t of parliament, by which the port of Bofton was to be 
flmt up. That which was meant as a punifhment for fe- 
dition and violence, ferved only to roufe a more general 
, fpiric of refentment and oppofitioti. The people felt the 
Woght of the chaftifement rather as citizens than as traders,^ 
^d were more incenfed at what they thought an arbitrar]^ 
\y I^ 2 deprivation 
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depiivftiidA of their natural righta^ than deprcfled by the 
proTpcA of rum which it laid before them. Copies of the - 
ad of parltainciit were printed, and difperTed with great ex* 
peditioa over the whole continent of North America 
fouth of the St. Lawrence, and the cavfe of Bofton was re* 
prefented as the caafe of alt. The alarm became general* 
At many places the a£l was burnt with great folemntty. 
The day on which it became in force* was devoted to fafting, 
prayer and humiliation^ throughout the whole continent, with 
very few exceptions. This devotional fervour was accom- 
panied with a very fpirited condod, which the Governors 
of the refpedive diftrifls in vain attempted to oppofe. 

• * • 

: The new Governor of Mafiachufet's Bay was probably 
]i4tle prepared to meet fo general and determined a confe* 
deracy. As he had heretofore bad many opportunities of 
acquaintit^ himlblf with the temper and difpofttion of the 
Americans) it would be ^ libel on the BririjQi cabinet to 
fuppofe that be had notbyen confulted on the tScQ. which 
was likely to be prodwsed from this decifive proceeding of 
Great Britain, in which cafe, the opinion which he held 
cannot be doubted, for by accepting the government, he 
(hewed 4hat he flattered himfelf with the'expe£lation of re* 
fioring tranquillity : but human expeSancy is the vaii^efl: of 
all vain things ! 

r 

The fir ft time the Governor met the Provincial AfTembly, 
yas merely to open his commiffion, to fignify in fbnnio 
that body the reftridlive a<£l of parliament refpei^ing the port 
of Bofloo, and to appoint the next imeeting to be held-at 
Sakm on the fecond of June fpUowing, for the difpatch of 
bufioefs. TheAilembly^ when convened therc» adhered 
clofely to the example of the £nglifh parliament in the reign 

• June I, 1774, ' 
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of Cfaajrlestbe Firfts they made the confideration of grlev- 
•nces precede all other bufinefs. A refolution was pafTed 
in the boufe of reprefentatives^ that a general meeting of ' 
committees for the feveral Colonies was expedient, and at 
the kmc tioie they named five gentlemen to reprefent that 
province, and voted five hundred pounds for their ufe. 'The 
Governor refufbd to confirm this refolution, ib that it be- 
came invalid, whereupon the ailembly recommended to 
the feveral towns and diftrjds, to raife the money by equi* 
tablf proportions* The houfe then came to many refo* 
'utions with great fecrecy, unanimity and difpatch ; recom- 
mending to the inhabitants of the province entirely to re- 
nounce the confumption of India teas, and, as far as poiiible, 
to difcontinue the ufe of all goods imported from the JSaft- 
Indies and from Great Britain, until the public grievances 
of America Ihould be radically and totally redrefied ; iii 
order to which it was recommended, that they (hduld give 
.every poffible encouragement to the manufa&ures of 
America* 

The Governor having obtained intelligence of thelb pro* 
ceedings, fent his fecretary to make declaration of his dif- 
folving the aitembly. He found the door locked, and 
having fent to acquaint the fpeaker that he bad a mefiagp 
from the Governor to deliver to the houfe, he received for 
anfwer, *' that the doors muft be kept faff." The fecretary 
being thus debarred admittance, caufed proclamation to be 
made on the flairs of the diflblution of the general aflembly % 
which put a final end to the ^xiftence of that body in the 
province of Maflachufet's Bay, as founded pn the charter 
g^nted by King William and Queen Mary« Still, how- 
f veti fome feeble efforts were made by a fmaJl number at 

• June 17, 1774, 
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Bofton, to deprecate the vengeance of the mothcr-countryj 
and a Aim of money was raifed for the purpofe of indemni^ 
fying the Eaft-India Company for the tea which had been 
deftroyed ; but notwithftanding the Governor exerted all his 
influence in cherilhing and encreafing thi$ propeniity td 
obedience, it was borne down by the tide of popnlar fiiryt 
until the arrival of the aA of parliament, which deprived ' 
the Colony of MafTachufet's Bay of its charter, and ihtro* 
duced a new form of government there, which ferved to* 
alienate the minds of the fmall remnant who had till tfaei| 
retained their prihciples of loyalty uncorruptedj 

The people of MaiTachufet's (zealoufly attached not only 
to the principles but even to the forms which prevailed i^ 
the laft century, during the grand confliA between the 
King and the puritans) fubfcribed a confederacy which they 
called a folemn league and covenant, whereby they bound 
tbemfelves to maintain no kind of intercourfe whatever with 
Great Britain, frofn the thirty- firft day of Auguft following-, 
until the Bofton Port Bill and the fubfequent American a£ls 
flioufd be repealed. The parties to this agreement engaged 
tbemfelves farther not to confume, or purchafe any kind df 
goods which might arrive after that time; and whoever 
fliould import or vend any goods^ the manufaflure of Great • 
Britain, were deemed eneniies of their country, and cut off 
from all fecial intercourfe. In civil contentions, neutrality 
is held to be cnr; r^al : fuch, therefore, as would not fubl 
fcribe to this tefl, haJ their names made public as enemies 
to their country, and abators of the attempts to enflave it, 
A philofuphic moderation, as it is non-efficient upon the 
impetuous multitude, muft be difclaimed when the interefts 
and paflions of men caufe civil diftraflions : hence the ad- 
ypcatcs for liberty arc frequently ^urricd into aSs of ty- 

ranny. 
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#aniff. It ttaj be ' affirmed, that England had never feft 
freedom than under t^e goverhmefit^fthc long parliament 
aftid afterwarda under Oliver Cromwell^ 

r 
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The vtdlence of the people at Bofton was however fome* 
^hjrtf* overawed by the arrival of large bodies of troops a| 
difFerent times; and the jufticed t>f Plymouth county figned 
a congratulatory addrefs to General Gage, in which the 
cftabKfliment of committees of correfpondence, and the 
compaA entered into by the folemn league and covenant^ 
Were reprobated. The gentlemen of the county of Wor- 
cefter alfo figned a proteft againft all riotous and feditious 
praSices. The province of New- York, though not in- 
clined to yield obedience to the regulations of the Britiih 
t)arliament, was yet averfe to become a party in that open 
cppofition to it, which their nothern neighbours had ihevtrir^ 
and preferred the milder expedient of ftating their grievances 
to parliament in, an humble addrefs, which, the majority of 
their houfe of reprefentative^ agreed to« No fuch means of 
reconciliation were fought by the province of Maryland, the 
people there vying with thofe of Bofton in their unqualified 
refentment. The extenfive province of Virginia was 
on very bad terms with Lord Dunmore, its Governor^ 
That province firft appointed a committee of correfpend- 
ence^ in order to propofe to the other Colonies, that de^ 
puties from each ihould be appointed to meet annual ly^ ia 
general Congrefs, there to deliberate upon fuch meaiurcs af 
became necefiary fof the common intereft of America, 

l^ven the capital of Pennfylvania, a city wbofe irery 
name denotes brotherly love and good*will, and which its 
benevolent founder ardently wifhed (hould ever prevail among 
ihe itth^itants^ fo far from decflioing to become a party iy 
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dM» canteAtioii with Great Brttti]i> ffadtly wc B i rp I 
delegates from each of the Colooiet, the two CaroUjiii 
included, and which cooifoied a geaeial Congrefig 
which firft fat on the 5th of September, 1774. The 
colony of Georgia alont was unrcprefefited in thie flf« 
iemb}y. Tbefe deputies were chofen by the houCes tf re« 
preientativesy from each of the twelve old Colonies ; via. 
New Hampihire, MaiTachufet's Bay, Rhode lAand, Con^ 
neflicut, New York, Jejfcy, Maryland, Virginia, Pcna-^ 
fylvania, the tounties on the Delaware^ North and South 
.Carolina: the foiallei of 4vhich fent two deputiee, and ihf 
larges ones, feifcn. The whole number of delegatef 
amounted to fifty-one. In this general aflfembly^ of the 
American ftates, each colony had no more than a fing^e 
vote» whether its deputation was more or lefs numeroun 
So that a contrariety of opinion among th^ deputies'from 
any particular province, if the majority was in favour of 
the meafure, did not occaiion a diiTenting voice in thp 
Congrefs* New Hampfbire and Rhode Ifland fent two de- 
puties each. New Jerfey and Maryland four, Virginia fix» 
The fenfe of any Colony could not be taken, if their depu- 
tation was equally divided in their opinions. 

The firft a£b of this body were dedaratory of the alle- 
giance which the American ftates owed and acknowledged to 
Aetr fovereign ; of their affe£lion to Great Brtuia, their 
dependence upon her, and of the beoefita aad favours 
which they had received from their parent ftate« In the 
snoft explicit terms they difclaimed any wifh of becomiiig 
Icp^rated from and independent of Great Britain, but at the 
liiBe. time they declared themfeWes entitldi to a partici* 
pation of all the rights and privileges of BrUxih4H>rfi fob* 
]e^» That th^ power lately aflvamed by .mrliasesiJt w^ 

unjuft^ 
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lu^ttft, aod tke only cAu&of all the prerent ufifafineft; that 

the l«te aids rt fpe&ing the capital and province of M aflk- 
cbufet's Bay were unconftitutional, oppVeffive, and dan- 
gerous. Thefe fentioientiT were exprefTed in a public ad, 
which they called a declaration of rights } in which they 
tept dofe to the example fet them by the third parliamenc 
in the reign of Charles the Firft. The fpecificatbn of their 
rights is full and explicit, and was followed by an enunie« 
ration of their grievances. As the moft effeftual means to 
obtain aredrefs of which, the Congrefs recommenced to the 
feveral Coknues to abide by thofe agreements which they^ 
had entered into, not to import or confume any Britiifat 
goods or merchandize, or any Eaft-India teas, or the pro« 
duAs of the BritiOi Weft-India iflands, after the firft day of 
December, 17749 from which time they wo^ld wholly dif« 
continue the flave trade. There were many other articles 
nc^mmetukJf bat nothing was authoritatively enjoined. 

Congrefs afterwards agreed to petition his Majefty ; they 
Kkewife framed an addrefs to the people of Great Britain, 
and another to the inhabitants of Quebec. In the petition 
they laid a variety of grievances before the throne, diftin A 
from and independent of the prefent fubjedlof difpute. The 
addreifes were drawn up with great ingenuity and force of 
reafoning : the firft was defigned to fheW, that the people of 
England had, in the laft century, contended with their 
kings for the prefervation of the fame rights which the Ame« 
ricans were now deprived of iy a Bi itiih parliament/ They 
Infilled that the oppreifion was eflentially the fame, al« 
(hough the oppreflbrs were changed. But not altogether 
relying on the efficacy of this appeal to the jufHce of tht 
fiatioxi, the addrefs endeavoured to gain it over to the caufd 
of America, by reprefenting that the certain confequences 
#f unconditional fubmii&on being exacted from her, would 
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be the ftibrerfion of the conftitution of the mother^country^ 
Mid the tyranny of an ariftocracy being engrafted on that ol' 
fehecrown« 

The addrefs to the inhabitants of Quebec, aimed at per- 
fiiading them, that they were cajoled out of thofe tiatural 
sights which had been fecured to them at the laft peace, by 
the inftdious zGt which eftabliOied the Romifli religion in 
Canada. The principles laid down were Tupported by the 
authority of the greateft political writers of France, and 
ihefe French Americana were invited tp become parties in a 
league which equally concerned all. 

Jitttle elfe was tranfa£led in this firft feffion x>{ the Con- 
grefs, which was clofed on the 26th of Odober following. 
Thefe proceedings in America, which indicated the rooft 
determined oppofitioa to the meafures which had fa!eeR 
adopted by the Britifli legiflature, being fufficiently known 
ill England, the King met his new parliament** The firft 
Lord of (he Treafury entered upon his parliamentary cam** 
p^gn under circumftances of peculiar embarraiTmettt. AU^ 
4ie predi£lions which he had delivered concerning that fub* 
iniffive temper which would be prod deed by wholefome Se- 
verity, were falfified, and no alternative remained but to, 
plunge the nation into a civil war, or to degrade it by un* 
4oing whatever hsid been done. If in this fituatibn the 
^ihifier could confole himfelf with the refledioo, that he 
was peither the original framer of any one of thofe a<9s, 
Bor their ftrenuous fupporter in the cabinet ; yet iiich a de- 
claration would have availe4 him little in the Houfe of 
^ommons, againft. an a£live Qm>ofition, who, by ihiftiiig 
tficir ground, could attack him with e^ual advantage upo^ 
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'his uDi)DporUnc9 ift the cabiilety as huf dekfivecxpedatkM 
io the fenate. ' , . „ 

The fpeech from tbe throne vnn coecfaed in as mUd terms 

■aa the flate of affairs would admit of, without renatincing 

• the point contended for« It neither defcribed the geneml 

defeiSion of-the Colonies, nor'fpokeof any one Colony, as 

being in a ftate of aftual rebellion. Lord Beauchamp moved 

for the addrefs, and expreffed himfelf with fomo^warmth qa 

. the condud of the Americans. The difpoiition of tbe new 

parliament was quickly feen by the ftile of the addrefs 

which was prefented in anfwer to the fpeecb, and, although 

oppofition attempted to countera& the views of the miniftry^ 

by propofing an amendment, which gave rife to a long and 

fpirited debate, yet upon a divifion of the bQiife^ their 

numbers appeared comparatively fmall*. 

But however miniilry were proved to have been.deceived 
Ja their expectations from America, yet the fiidden diflb* 
. lotion of parliament became, froin that wy disappointment, 
the means by which they continued in power. Things 
. were now. bn>ught to fuch a crifis^ that a Ifoufe of Com*- 
. mons, guided by the voice of the people, which in the con- 
cluding feffion of a parliament is eflential to their immediaie 
views, dared not to have proceeded upon a planof coercioip. 
'.It was indeed now generally underftood, that the new mo- 
. delling the form of government throughout North- America, 
and fecuring that continent to Great Britain, by intro^ 
: ducing fuch regulations as might form habits of fubordi- 
nation and obedience, waa the favourite objefls of the So- 
, vereign, and to propofe the means ^by which fuch a 'reno- 
vation of loyalty might be effedled, was the fureft intro- 
du^on to royal favour ; notwithftanding which, the na- 

• 73 to 264.* 
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fiofi was very much ^vided in opimon eoncertiffig tlie. 
proper condud to be obferved towards America. Some 
were for coercion, becaufe they hoped to derive a revenue 
therefrom, and the loweft plebeian*,' Whom neither nature 
iM>r education bad qualified to .decide upon an intricate 
fttbjed, thought themielves able to adjuft this difpute, by 
only afking the plain queftion, *^ Why fliould not the 
Americans pay taxes as well as we ?'' National pride, as 
well as an idea of national intereft,^ ftrongly enforced the 
fame doAilne, Superadded to thefe confiderations, motives 
neither national nor laudable, aAuated not a few to foment 
the quarrel with America : fuch as the profpeA of lucrative 
contrails or appointments, and -a diflributioo of the confis- 
cated eftates of the American ringleaders. All thefe we^e 
poweifu) incentives to adiion ; however, the contrary opinion 
was refcued from contempt, both by the numbers and 
ihe confequence of thofe who avowed it. The country 
gentlemen, although the pillars of prerogative,- lbre« 
faw that the land-tax muft' be advanced to four Aillinga 
in the pound, as (boa a& the fword ihould be drawn; 
and although the omnipotence of Great Britain to enfartfe^ 
her laws was not doubted, yet whether a vevemie coisM 
be drawn from America, fliould her fubmiAon be fecureil, 
appeared highly problematicaU The commercial intereft 
was yet more deeply affeSed by to open rupture. The 
Colonies flood indebted to the Bfitifli merchsuits about four 
millions fterling, which, though a vaft fum, was no mova 
than the amount of a twelve month^s commerce. This 
refpefiable body of men, not only iaw themfelvcs deprived 
of a moft lucrative trade, but cut ofF from all hope of ob^ 
taining /peedy payment of the fums due to them, and in 
danger of lofing thens for ever. A numerous body of ma* 
DufaAufcrs derived their only means of fubfiftenee from the 
intercourfe with theX^olonies, and therefore confidered the 

non- 
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non-importation ageeement which their conftfmen Kai 
•Dtered into,' at the grealeft poffiUe evil, and wer« anxH 
pus for a reconciliadpn upon any term$« Befides thefe 
clafles of men, whofe particular and immediate interefts 
urged them to become ((renuous advocates in the Ame^. 
f ican caufe, . there were many people, who though in« 
fiuenced by no private or interefted views, could neither fee 
the juftice nor expediency of compeiling the Americans ta 
abfolute fubmiffion, and the operative principle of pmace 
intereft amqng the bulk, gave an emergency and force l# 
iuch fpeculative reafoning. 

The meeting of parliament was' the important moment 
for SL&ion ; the fenfe of the houfe had been taken as fooa 
as it was aflembled, and it bad been found to be in perfeft 
union with the former parliament ; fo that the temper which 
dilated the refolutioos of the cabinet, was likely to in* 
fufe itfclf into the legiflative part of the conftitution. The 
great queftion ' now was, whether Brittlh fpirit fiiould be 
fppofed to American fpirit ; whether bold, vigorous anl 
judicious exertions (hould be immediately made tocrufli thai 
<l9politioa before it bad gained ftrength, which it was found 
could not be tsrrilied into acquiefcence* In fuch a (ituation 
to temporize was to yields delay and irrefolution addei 
fuel ta the flame : but in conducting t&is momedtotis bo* 
£ncfs, the coniidential fervants of the crown ihewed tbeii\'- 
lelves better qualified for drawing the nation into hoftiic 
Vieafuies by fecret and impefceptible fteps, than at onee to 
bear down «ppo£fiion in both countries by the fpirit and 
ability which were confpicuous in their plans. The natioii 
was lulled into Ifecurity by the number of feamen for.the 
year 1775, being /educed to fixteen thoufend men^ th/er 
lahd forces ware alfo ixed at icventeen thoufand five hun- 
dred 



ini and (orty^Ccvtn pEa&iw men, officers and invalids iit« 
cladedy a foialler for^e than the preceding year*.^ 

Whtlft adminiftration feemed totally to have forgotten the 
ftate of affairs in America, addrefles were prefented both to 
the King and to, the parliament from the city of London, 
Md various parts of the kingdom, reprefenting the dreadful 
confequences which the enforcement of the late rigorous 
^&s would produce, and expreffing an earneft defire that a 
ffconciliatipn with America might take place. .A petition 
from the merchants refiding in London and trading to 
America, was prefented to the Houfe of Commons by Mr. 
^l<jlerman Hayley : a fimilar one from Briftol, by Mr. 
Burke ; the Weft-India merchants and planters alfo ftated 
in a petition, how deeply they were concerned in this di{L 
|iute, as the fugar iflands not only drew a great part of then* 
proviiions from America, but were fupplied with lumber 
from thence, for which they bartered their rum and fugars; 
fo that an interruption of the intercourfe between theBritifli 
American continent and thofe iflands, was likely not only to 
deprive the latter of the means offending their produce to Eit^ ' 
rope, but to caufe a great body of people to perifli for want of 
fuftenance. A Committee of the Houfe of Commons was 
^ppointed^ to whom thefe petitions were referred f . 

« 
In the mean time the petition from the American Congrefi 

to the King had been tranfmitted to London, but the agents 

appointed to prefent it, were informed, that his Majefty could 

not poffibly receive any thing which came from that body, 

as fuch a ftep would be to acknowledge its legality. 

On the 26th of January, 1775, Sir Qeprge Saville, moved 
the Houfe of Commons to prefent a petitipp from three 

• Sec page i5i» 

f Mr. Burke ftyled it a Comniittee of Oblivion* 
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AmericAn agents, viz. MeffrsBollan, Franklin aod Bee, 
ftating, that they were auihorised hy the Am^ican Con^ 
grefs, to prefent a petition of that aiTcmbly to the King* 
which petition his Majefty bad referred to the houfe ; the 
petitioners therefpre doiired to be heard at the bar in fupport 
of it, being as they faid, able to throw great light on, the 
Aibjed, The granting of this prayer was ftrongly oppofed 
for the fame reafon which excluded the petition from the 
throne, and it was thrown out by a majority of 218 to 68* 
As it was well known that the Americans had formed great 
expedations from this application, and the nnjpifter, only 

^ three days before, had affigned as a rpafon of the delay in pro» 
ceedtng on the American bufinefs, that fuch a petition, was 
coming over, and that it was of fo conciliatory a nature as 
to make way for healing and lenient meafures, and for re- 
conciling {all matters in an amicable manner, fuchacon^ 
4u€t appeared fomewhat paradoxical, and indicated that no 
kind of compromife could take place ; at the fame time, it 
might he plainly inferred that this aufterity on the part of 

, government was juft then aflumed« 

Such being the temper which diSated meafures, ttie np^ 
plication by the general afiembly of the province of Newt^ 
York to the Houfe of Commons, was not permitted to lie 
upon the table. The city pf New-^York was the rival port 
to Bofion : the Yorkifts were as much diftinguilhed by their 
^pve of gaiety and pleafure as the Boftonians were for their 
:|uftere and rigid demeanour. A people fo oppofite in in* 
i;erefts>and habits, could only be compelled to unite through 
neceffity, and hence the former were defirous of making 
their peace with Great Britain, upon terms, though they, 
abhorred the idea of unconditional fubmiflion ; but the mi- 
niftry thought fuch a qualified allegiance . not worth ob- 
taining. 
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All negotiation being now,at an enJ^ Franklin fopn after, 
embarked for Bofton^ where he was received with every, 
mark of refped and confidence** Hfs unremitting^ exer« 
tions in the caufe in which he was engaged, contributed ef-!t 
fencialiy to its fupport and furtherance. The miniflry, who 
well knew bow dangerous an enemy this man was, had de* 
clared the northern ^Colonies to be in a flate of adlual re- 
bellion before his^departure : flate-neceffity therefore pointed 
out to them th^t he fhould be detained in England^ Mr* 
Pitt, when he declared general warrants to be illegal, at the ' 
fame time acknowledged that be himfelf had ifTued thca% 
upon great emergencies. The parliament which approved 
the meafur^s puVfuing againft America, would mol^atf-* 
filredly have indemnified both the advifers and executors of 
ftlcb a fhetch of power as the detaining this man. Upon 
the fame principle, it would have been a proper condudl in 
General Gage, to have prevented the conveyance of arms^ 
and ammunition out of the town of fioilon, which were^ 
however carried off without queftion or moIef);ation« 

As foon as the Houfe of Lords met after Chriftmas, the 
Earl of Dartmouth, then fecretary of ftate, laid before 
it the official' papers received from America, upqtx 
which occafion the Earl of Chatham inveighed with great 
fpirit againft the dilatorinefs of ado^iniftration, and moved 
*• to addrefs his Majefty to caufe orders to be iffued toGeneral 
Gage, that he remove the forces from the town of Bofton^ 
as foon >$ the feafon of the year, and other circumftances,- 
indifpenfable to the fafety and accommodation of the troops, 
may render it prafiicable." He urged the ncccffity of fuch 
a flep, as the means of opening a way for fettling the dange*-' 

* Od the departure of Frankh'ni Mr. Burke becamt a^cntfor Maf- 
fachufct's Bay^ * ^ , 

rous 
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rotis troubles in America, by beginning ta allay ferments, 
and fofcen animofities there. He faid an hour now loft 
might produce years of calamity, and pledged himfelf that 
he would not defert for a moment the conduft of this mighty 
buiinefs,^ from the firft to the laft, unlefs nailed to his. bed 
by the extremity of ficknefs, but would knock at the door of 
a (Jeeping minifiry, and roufe them to a fenfe of their im- 
minent danger. 

■• ■ ^ 

The timcs\ were greatly changed fince this wonderful 
nan, '< moulded the attentive fenate ; charmed^ perfuaded^ 
exalted ;" and by the force of his matchlefs eloquence, an^ 
tiihilated all oppofition. He now addreiTed an aiTembly^ 
whofe preconceived opinions were not to be ihaken by the 
ilrongeft arguments. He could novv no longer gain upon 
, his audience by touching their mafter-paflien, and placing 
full in their view the advancement of their country's dignity 
and power. .He now niaintained a dodrine quite repugnant 
to the pride, the prejudice, and, as it was imagined, the in«* 
tereft of thofe who heard him. Wrapped in the contem- 
plation of their own grandeur and irre(iftible ftrength, they 
conlidered all predictions of difgrace, humiliation and ruin^ 
as the images of a fick fancy, .the fuggeftions of a melan*- 
choly mormo ; yet all thefe difadvantages did not deter this 
venerable ftatefnfan, whofe *' old exjperience had attained to 
^* ibmething like a prophetic (train,'' from predicting with 
freat confidence, the confequences which would infallibly 
rsfulr, if the meafures which had been adopted were perfified 
in. He defcribed the fituation of the troops at Bofton as 
truly unworthy, being penned up, and pining in inglorious 
« inactivity, he called them an army of impotence and con*- 
lempt, and to make the folly equal to the difgrace, they ^rere 
an army of irritation and vexation ; ^* you irritate your Co- 
l#nies to unappeafable rancour* Ij; is not repealing this or 
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Aat aft of parliament, it is not repealing a piece of parch- 
ment that can reftore America to our bofom, we muft repeal 
her fears and her refentments ; and we may then hope for 
her love and gratitude. But now, infulted by an armed 
force pofted at Bofton, irritated with an hoftile array before 
her eyes, her conceffions, if they could he forced, would be 
fufpicious and infecure ; but it is more than evident, ihat 
you cannot force them, principled and united as they are^ 
to your unworthy terms of fubmiffion-^it is impoffible* 
We (ball be forced ultimately to retrad, let lis retraA 
whilft we can do it with honour. Thefe violent oppreffiv^ 
a£ls muft be repealed. I pledge myfelf for it, that yoti will 
in the end repeal them. I ftake my reputation on it. 1 
'will confent to be taken for an ideot, if they are not finally 
repealed. Avoid then this humiliating, this difgracefu) nC'- 
ceffity. With a dignity becoming your exalted fituatit»n, 
make the firftr advances to concord, to peace and happlnefs : 
for that is your true dignity, to ad with prudence and with 
juftice. Every motive therefore of juftice and of policy,. o( 
ilignity and of prudence, urges you to allay the ferment iti 
America, by a removal of youf troops from Bofton ; by a 
Tcpeal of your afis of parliament, land by , demonftration of 
amicable difpofitipns towards your Colonies. On the other 
hand, every danger and'evcry hazard impend, to deter you 
from perfcverance in your prefent ruinous meafures. Fo- 
reign war hanging over your heads by a flight and brittle 
threat: France and Spain watching your conduft, and 
waiting for the maturity of your errors.** 

« 

The noble Eafl concluded his animated harrangue in ttie 
following emphatical manner. *^ My Lords j if the mf- 
nifters thus pcrfevere in mifadvifing and mifleading the 
King, I will not fay that they can alienate the afFe£lions of 
his fubjedls from his crown -, but I will affirm, that they 

will 
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win make the crown not worth his wearing^ I will not fay 
that the King is betrayed, but I will pronounce that th^ 
Jcingdom is undone." The motion was rejedlbd 68 to i8. 

This motion made by the noble Earl, was only preparatory 
Co a bill) which he had framed fot the purpofe of conciliatioa 
with America, which he propofed to the Houfe on the ift of 
February : it went to repeal all the adls which had beei| 
palTed in the former feffion relative to America, in which 
were included the Quebec a^Et, and another a^ whjch rcr 
gulated the quartering of foldiers^ -It alfo went to repeal 
eight a£ls of parliament which had been pafled in the prefent 
reign, from the fourth year thereof to the twelfth. It propofe4 
to reftrain the powers of the Admiralty and%Vice Admiralty 
courts in America within their ancient limits, and to efbr 
hVifh the trial by jury in all fucb civil cafes in which it had 
been lately abolilhed ^ the Judges to hold their offices and fa* 
Jaries as the Judges in England, q«am diufi benigtJftrinU It 
declared the Colonies of America to be juftly entitled to the 
privileges^ franchifes, and immunities granted by theif fe- 
ireral charters pr conftitutions, and that fuch charters ought 
not to be invaded or refumed^ unlefs for mifufir or fome 
Jegarground of forfeiture. This bill, although rejected by 
.a large majority, was yet fupported by a much more nume* 
rous minority than the motion which preceded it*. 

* 6S to }i .•-•The peers who voted for Locd Chatham*8 plan of reconci- 
ijation, were the following, viz. Dukes of Cumberland, Richmond, Devon- 
ibire^Portland^ Manchefter, Newcaftie, Marquis of Rockingham j Earls of 
^t^mford, Abingdon, Eifinghnm; Fitzwiliiam, 1 emple, Radnor, Chat- 
Jiam, Scarborough^ Cholmondeley, Statfsrd, Tankerville, Stanhope ; 
X^ords, Ponfbnby, Littelton, W^ycombe, Sondes, Milton, Camden, 
Abcrgavicnny, Ferrers, Craven, Rumney, King, Fortcfcue. 
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This attempt to overturn all that government had done 
tvithregaird to America, feemed to roufe adminiftration froni 
therr letharg^ic ftiipor. The'mihifter pfefcntcd a meflage froni 
his Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, recommending 
'zn augmentation of the forces by fea and land, which being 
complied with, and 2000 additional Teamen, and 4383 land 
forces voted*, the houfe beings refolved Into a committee 
bn the American papers, he moved f for leave to bring in a 
bill to reflrain the trade and commerce of the provinces of 
New Hatt^p(hire and Maffachufet's Bay, the Colonies of 
ConncQicut, ' Rhode Ifland, and' Providence Plantation iii 
North America, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Brittfh 
iflands in the Weft-Indies, and to prohibit fuch Provinces 
and Colonies from carrying on any fifliery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland, or other places therein mentioned, under 
tertain conditions and for a limited time. Still the feverity 
bf punifliment was confined to the northern Colonies;}:, and 
the fninifler reprefented this reftraining bill, as a juft reta- 
liation, for thofe Colonies refufing to trade with Great 
Britain. The iiiheries both nouriflied the vigour and adr 
Vanced the confequence of the New-£nglanders ; iiflieries not 
bnly fupplied multitudes of their own people with food, but 
trained a race of feamen as fobuft, h^rdy and undaunted, 
4s any upon the globe. The veflcls empFoyed therein 
Were privileged' to difpofe of their cargoes in any ports 

* In tht debate op the augmentatipn of feamen, tht Hon. Cap(ain 
JRobert Boyle W^inngham (who afterwards unhappily periihed in the 
Weft-Indies) aiTerted^ that France had 75 fliipsof the line; more than 
-«ne half of which were at that time manned, and fit for a^ual fervice. 

t Feb. 10, 1775. ... 

X Another bill wa« paifed during the feflion to retrain the trade and 
commeice of the middle and fou them Colonies to Great Britain, li-'elahd, 
and the Britifh iflands in the Weft Indies.— The province of New York 
>j^as not included in this reftiiiliop. 
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fouth of Cape Fjnifterre ; fo that the rigid difciplcs of John 
Calvin furnifhed the catholics of Portugal^ Spain, and even 
of the Italian dates, with their Lenten entertainment. The 
returns made in thefe voyages were brought to the ports of 
Great Britain, and became the payment for Britifb manu- 
factures, with which thefe Oiips were freighted hom^. To 
prohibit a commerce fo extenfive, and which employed fe« 
veral thoufand Americans, was a bold ftep. It ihvefted 
the Governor of each province, with fuch a power to difcri- 
mmate between rebels and loyalifts, as flefli and blood could 
fcarcely be fuppofed capable of exercifing difintereftedly and 
juftly. It tended to convert into enemies a very power- 
ful body of men, and no fatisfa£lory proof was adduced that 
the iiOieries could be carried 6n to an equal extent, and as 
effedlually, frpm any of the ports of Great Britain or 
Ireland. 

Whatever inconveniences the New England colo- 
nics endured from this prohibition, they found means, 
however, to repay the injury in kind upon the Britifii 
filheries at Newfoundland ^ for, by withholding their wonted 
fupplies of provifton from them, all the diftreiTes of famine 
were fuffered for a confiderable time, until they received a 
fupply from Ireland^ whereby exhaufted life was repaired ; 
but the means of fubfiilence became from that time more 
precarious and lefs abundant. 

The feverity of this bill wasdifreliflied by many friends 
to government, who had hitherto fupported coercive mea- 
fures towards America. In order therefore to quiet their 
fcruples, the firft Lord of the Trcafury brought forward 
ahbtfaer American a£l, which bore a different complexion. 
This he profefled to be a plan of reconciliation with the Co- 
lonies, and thereby to invite them to return with confidence 
to th^ arms of Great Britain. It enadted^ that the Go- 
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vcxnor, Councilt and AlTembly of any Province or Colony, . 
upon QQaking provifion according to their abilities for th? 
coininon defence, which' provilion fhould be difpofable by 
parliaoientt and for the fupport of the civil government and 
adminiftiation of juftice in fuch Province, if fuch pontri-r 
l^ution (hall be approved of by his Majefty in parliament, 
f hen Great Britain (hould forbear, in refpe£t of fuch Colony, 
t9 levy any duties or taxes, fuch only excepted as may be 
expedient for the regulation of commerce ^ and the net.pro-? 
duce of f^ch to be carried to, the account of the Province fo 

The minifter acknowledged it to be very probable that 
thefe propofitions might not be acceptably to the Americans 
10 general, as they certainly did not go to all their claims. 
The refojutions were however juft, humane, and wife, and 
thofe aipong the Americans who were juft, humane, and 
wife, would,, he believed,. think theol well worthy of their 
attention 5 but whatever might be the fate of thofe nieafures^ 
he felt that he had done his duty fairly and confiftently. If 
it did no good there it would do good here, it would unite 
tlie people of England, by holding put to them a diftin£i; 
pbje£l of revenue; as it united England it would difunite 
America ; there it would tend to feparate the grain frokn the 
chafF: whatever province came firft to make a dutiful oflFer, 
would be kindly and gently treated ; and if but one Pro^? 
yince accepted the' offer, the whole confederacy would 1>e 
broken, and that union which alone render^pd theai {qi^ 
snidable, would be difiblved* 

, |n every point of view this bill did not produce the cffe£| 
oxpe£led from it, for it neither flrengthened the hands of 
government at home|^ nor made jprofelytes in ^vixtxiQ'd^. 
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The great advantage on the fide of government through- 
Oiit this parliamentary ftrugglc, was derived from its unanw 
mity J whereas the oppofitidn was cooYpofed of fuch difcof'-^ 
dant parts, as were not likely to unite firmly and ftrcnuoufiy 
in any one point, but in endeavouring to difconcert the 
prefent fyftem of politics; fo that whenever it became 2 
i^ueftton, what fhould be fubftit^uted in its (lead? many 
adopted the fentimeqt of the Roman poet, nullius addiSfut 
jurare inverba mdgiftru Lord Chath'am's plan was not cor- 
dially relifhed by many who wiihed a reconciliation with 
America, and indeed, independent of the particular views 
and pTrivate interefts of the feveral leaders (a fource of dif^ 
agreement fuiHciently fruitful} nothing could be morecom-^ 
plicated than the bufinefs of adjufting a pra£lical plan of 
reconciliation, which would meet the approbation of both 
countries, fuch as would caufe their rifing refentments to fub-* 
iide, their jarring interefis no longer to clafb, and the appie^ 
benfion of future rivalfliip to be removed : this was fo flu- 
pendous a work, as perhaps to furpafs the powers of humanity^ 
unfupported by the fupreme authority of the ftate. It was 
bowever attempted (maugre royal patronage) by a man, in 
whom natural endowments, and acquired accomplifhments, 
appear in their full luftre. Mr, Burke laid before the Houfe 
of Commons, on the 25td of March, 1775, thirteen refoluf 
tioDs for conciliation with the Colonies. Thefe he introduced, 
by a fpfech fraught with mafterly eloquence, in which he 
difplayed a thorough knowledge of the principles of aAipii 
among mankind in a ftate of ciyil fociety, and of the proper 
political condu£l refulting from fuch principles. He laid it 
down as an axiom, that we muft govern America accord-* 
ing to the true nature and pejpuliar circumftattces of the 
people, and not according to our own imaginations ; not 
according to abftraft ideas of right, or mere general theo- 
fie§ of goycrnrnent, f}c ftat^d the rapid progrcfs which 
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America had made in population, and in (he commerce 
carried on with Great Britain. He aiTerted, that the Colo- 
nies in general owed little or nothing to any care of ours« 
and that they were not fqueezed into their happy form, by 
the conftraints of watchful and ifufpicious government, but 
that through a wife and falutary negiedi, a generous nature 
bad been fufFered to tal^e her own way to peffedlion. He 
afligned, as the caufes from whence a fierce fpirit of liberty 
^ad grown up in the Colonies, their origin -*-their form of 
govern rpent— the force of religious principles in the nor- 
thern Colonies— of manners in the fouthern — of education— • 
and of the remotenefs of fituation from the firft mover of 
government. Under the head of education he obferved, 
that perhaps in no country in the world, the law is made 
fo general aftudy as in North America; infomuch as that 
i% was faid, nearly as many copies of Blackftone's Commen- 
taries had been printed and fold in America as in England. 
This Jcnowledge of law, fome might fay, ought to teach 
^hem more clearly the rights of legiilature, their obligations 
to obedience, and the penalties of rebellion; but when 
great' honours and great emoluments do not win over this 
knowledge to the fcrvice of the (late, it is a formidable ad- 
V^rfary to government. His reafoning, folid and irrefragable 
in itfelf, received all the embelli(hment which a fine imagi- 
nation could beftow. In large bodies, faid he, the circu- 
lation of power muft be lefs vigorous at the extremities. 
Nature has faid it. The Turk cannot govern Egypt and 
Arabia and Curdiftan, as he governs Thrace. Perhaps 
ideas of liberty might be defned more reconcileable with an 
arbitary and boundlefs authority. Perhaps we might wifli 
the Coloi^ies to be perfuaded, that their liberty is more fe- 
cure when held in truft for them by us (as their guardians 
during a perpetuad minority} than with any part of it in 
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^beir own hands ; bat the queftion is not whether their 
fpirit deferves praife or blame. 

This able legiflator then proceeded to deliver it as hig 
opinion,, that there were but three ways of proceeding rela- 
tlve to this ftubborn fpirit whiph prevailed in the Colonies; 
liamely, to change that fpirit as inconvenient, by removing 
the caufes ; to profecute it as criminal \ or to comply with 
it as ncceffary. One means, of changing the fpirit was, by 
taking meafures to flop that fpfeading population which was 
fo alarniing to this country, by the crown making no fur-- 
ther grants of land. But this, he faid, would by no means 
anfwer the purpofe, there being already fo much unfettled 
land in private hands, as would a6F6rd fcope for an imnienfiS 
future population, and the numerous bodies which could 
obtain no fettled habitation, wouldbecome hordes of Eng- 
lifli Tartars, which would be in time formidable to. the 
fixed rcfidents. He called this proje£l *^ hedging^ in po- 
pulation,'.' and pronounced It to be neither prudent nor 
practicable. 

A more diredl way of breaking their fpirit would be to 
, impoverifh them, by arrefting the noble courfe of their 
rnarine enterprizes. This, he faid, was no more than the 
old, and, as he thought^ the exploded problem of tyranny> 
which prdpofes to beggar its fubjeds into fubmiflion. But 
nature ftill proceeds in her ordinary courfe, and difcontent 
•wili increafe with mifery j and there are critical moments 
in the fortune of all ft^es, when they who are too weak to 
contribute to our profperity, may be ftrong enough to com- 
plete our ruin. The temper and charader which prevailed 
in the Colonies, he thought unalterable* by any human 
strt,. neither the natural oojr moral caufes could be 
'changed, 
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As to the fecond mode of proceeding, t» profecute this 
fpirit in its overt aflsas criminal ; he knew, he faid, of no 
method of drawing up an indidtment againft a whole peo* 
gle ; and in. a quarrel among the component parts of a great 
political union of communities, nothing could be more 
completely imprudent, than for the head of the empire to 
infiftf that if any privilege is pleaded againft his will or 
his a^ls, th^t his whole authority is denied, inftantly to 
proclaim rebellion, to beat to arms, and to put tiie offend- 
ing provinces under the ban. Such cdndu^l may teach the 
provinces, that the government againft which a claim of 
liberty is tantamount to high-treafon, is a government in 
which fubmiffion is equivalent to flavery. If then the re- 
moval of thecaufes of this fpirit of American liberty, be- 
for the greater part,.or rather entirely, impraciicable ; if the 
ideas of criminal procefs be inapplicable, or if applicable, 
are in the higheft degree inexpedient, what way yet re- 
mains ? No way is open but the third and laft, to. comply 
i|vith the American fpirit as neceflary, or, if you pleafe, to . 
iubmit to it as a neceflary evil. It is not what a lawyer^ 
tells me I may do, but what humanity, reafon, and juftice 
tells me I ought to dp. Of what avail are titles and arms, 
when the reafon of the thing tells me, that the aflertio^ of 
my title is the lofs of my fuit y and that I could do nothing 
tut wound myfelf with the ufe of my' own weapons ? The 
general character and fitOation of a people muft detetmini^ 
what fort of government is fitted for them. 

He urged, with great force of reafoning, the conduA of 
the legiflature in early times towards the kingdom of Ire^ 
land, the principality of Wales, and the county Palatine 
of Chefter; and contended, that the fame principles which 
actuated our anceftors in their conJuft towards thofe coun- 
tries fhould govern us in our treatqiient of America, '* It 
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Was not/* fald he, ^< Engli(b arms, but the Englifii con« 
ftitution that conquered Ireland ; it was the vital fubftance 
of free government in that kingdom." Wales, before it 
partook of thofe eommon rights, rode this kingdom like an 
incubus. That principality was an unprofitable and oppref- 
five burden. Our anceftors at length found, that laws 
made againft a whole nation, were not the moft efFe£tuai 
methods for fecuring its obedience ; Wales, therefore, in 
the reign of Henry the Eighth, became poiTefied bf all the 
rights and privileges of Englifii fubjedts. About the fame 
time the county Palatine of Chefter obtained the fame re- 
lief, in confequence of a petition prefented to the King^ 
which fet forth, ^^ that for want of being reprefented ia 
parliament, the inhabitants of that country had been often- 
times Touched and grieved with a£ls and ftatutes made 
within the court of parliament, as wc)l derogatory unto the 
moft ancient jurifdi£) ions, liberties and privileges of their 
cbunty . Palatine, as prejudicial to the conunon*wealtht 
.quietnefs, reft, and peace of your Grace's mbft boandea 
fttbjeds inhabiting within the fan(ie.'* Parliament, he ob- 
ferved, fo far from being offended at the free ftyle of thia 
petition, made the exprefEons uied therein, the very pre- 
amble to their zSt of redrefs, and confecrated its principle 
to all ages in the fan^uary of Icgiflation* Thus was 
Chefter, which had been little left diftempered thaii 
Wales, cured by the fame remedy, which demonftrates 
that freedom, and not fervitude, is the cure of anarchy^ 
as religion^ and not atheifm^i is the true remedy for fiiper- 
ftitiott •"• 

The 



* In the begianiiig of the next (efiion Mr* Burke ofl^ed to the con^ 
fideratian of pariiament another bill> which aimed at coinpofing Uit 
troubles and qqieting. the. minds of. his Alsjefty** fubjef^s in Ameriett^. 
This plan of conciliation was founds on that important law paifed in 
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The grand ftimulus for coercive meafures with America 
was, the full afTurance which was entertained by many^ 
that the Colonies would go farther. That with their in- 
creafing ftrength they would increafe their difconients, un- 
til they difclaimed all fubordinatioHi Now akhough the 
idea of a perpetual minority might have been tteated as a 
chimera, engendered by pride upon felfifhnefs, yet our 
orator knew too well the difpofition of his audience to 
combat that fentiment, he therefore paiTed over fuperficially 
a point, which it was dangerous to difcufs fully* 

The fyflem of Colony government, wliich this ablQ 
fiatefinan had formed, was in every eflential point anala* 



the reign of Edward the Firft, known by the name of Statutum df 
^al/agio non concedendo. He (hewed the fimilarity of the ancient dif^ 
putes that arofe between the king% and the people of England on the 
fubje6( of taxation, to thole now fubfifting between the parliament asd 
<he natives of America ; that the claim of fovereignty svzs the fame in 
bodi inibincesy and the evils which were effe&ually removeld by th6 
ftatute de tallagio, correfponded exa6lly with thofe which his proposed 
bill was intended to remedy. That parliament had happily a precedent 
of the firft authority to ferve as a guide to their condu£l. The kings of 
England formerly contended, that the crown, being charged with th6 
public defence, rauft brfurnilhed alfo with thei means df providIng,for 
it. That it would be abfurd to commit a truft into the hands of one 
perfon, and to leave the power pf executing it to depend upon the will 
of another. But notwith (landing the force of this argument, and the 
allurements of the claim, one of the greateft and wifeft of our mOf- 
liarchs, by an exprefs and pofitive a6V, cut ofl from the fovereign power 
the right of taxing. To thi$ conci^flion, he faid, in all hiiman proba - 
bility, the prefervation of the other branches of the prerogative wa^s 
lowmg. The law was abfolutely (ilent about the right, and confined it. 
felf to give fatisfaflion in future, and has ever fmce been the foundation 
of the unity and happinefs of England. This bill, tho' reje^ed, was 
iat>ported by a larger number than any other propofal mad6 by lAib 
jninority refpc^ling America^ the number being no t& 105* 

gbus 
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£ous \o that which hacl beeir framed by Lord Chatham^^ 
Each renounced the idea of America being reprefented ir\ 
the Briti(b parliament. A^r. Burke's plan went to repeal-* 
ing only one of the eight a£ts of parliament propofed by the 
noble Earl in the other Houfe, but with him it urged the , 
necei&ty of repealing all the sl&s refpeding America which 
bad pafTcd in the laft feflion of Parliament, the Quebec aSt 
excepted > to regulate the Courts of Admiralty ; and that 
the Judges (hould be paid by the aflemblies, and hold theic 
poflis during good behaviour. The bafis on which the whole 
fabric refted^ was the mode by which a revenue (hould be 
raifed* Mr* Burke propofed, that all grants or aids to 
Great Britain made by America, ibould be by refolutions^ 
in their general afiemblies ; the readinefs of thofe aileoiblies^ 
to grant an equitable fupply for the e}(igencies of the ftate,t 
he inferred from the free grants which they had at fundry 
times made of large* fubfidies,. according to their abilities* 
All thefe refolutions were rejected by a great majority. 

Mr. Burke appealed to the public, by printing his 
fpeech ; the public read, admired, and forgot it. In ihort, 
pofterity alone is qualified to decide upon the merits of % 
politician who attempts to reafon down the pride of em-* 
pire, and to perfuade a warlike people to yield, when they* 
imagine tbemfelves able to didlate. No orator ever fuc- 
ceeded in a caufe wherein it was impodtble for him to en- 
gage fomf aflive paffion of the human foul in his intereft. 

Wbilft the important di'fpute with America caufcd wafm' 
debates in both houfes of parliament, and greatly divided 
the nation, a variety of publications iiTued from the prefs, 
in fome of which the condu£l of government was defended 
with great zeal, and in others as warmly attacked, fome- 
times with argument, fometimes by ridicule^ and not un- 
frequently with abufe, Ihdeed'the liberty of the prefs pre- 
' , ' vailed 
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tailed in its full extent. The miniftr^, inftead of pa- 
Aifhing abufive writers, retained in dieir pay fuch as were 
very eminent for that qaaliiication, it having been thought 
nlore ferviceable to the caufe of government to bear down 
fcurrility by fcurrility, than to profecute delinquents in the 
courts of law. To reftrain the licentioufnefs of the prefs 
ufed to be deemed tieceffary by minifters, but now a dif- 
ferent kind of condod is adopted ; the abufe of the prefs iaf 
winked at, is even countenanced, and an ufeful purpofe is 
mnfwered to government thereby : the natural attachment 
which mankind feels to order and decorum, eaufe men oS 
fenfe and influence to be dif^ufted at the abtife and ilH- 
berality which is poured out, and the forbearance of go^ 
Ternmentis conftrued into moderation, when perhaps their 
own emifiaries are the delinquents *• 

' The moft able and refpe£lable advocate for governments 
was a writer who bad fpent a long courfe of years in lite^ 
rary purfuits, no lefs laborious to himfelf than beneficial to 
Mankind, and who was at length, by the well-dire£ttd 
bounty of his Sovereign, refcued from thofe uneafy kn*-' 
fations, which muft prey upon a man of genius, who is com<* 
pelled to make writing a profeiSonf • This gentleman had 

* In thfi eari^ part of the reign of George the Second, the printer #r 
the Craftfman was taken up for publiAiing two letters, which vere. 
written by lord BoJingbroke, in the firft of which he i>aflcd great encp- 
miiims upon Edward the Third, interlperfed with Come oblique l^ints/ 
which were cofiftrutd into libels againft the govenunent : and ra the 
iecond, he drew the charafler of 'Richard the Second, in a manner 
which was fuppofed to convey the fame meaning ; but the affair Was 
fUffered to die away. This will, however, ferve to fhew the great in- 
creafe in the Kcenfe of the prefs in the courfe ♦f about forty years. 

' f Dr. Johnfon feelingly defcribcs fuch a fituation, in the admirable 
prefttct whi^h h« ha« written to his Pi^lionary of the Engllih language* 

ever 
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erer Avowed his |loIiticaI fentitnents, which led him to he 
flrongly attached to the faoufe of Stuart, and to treat with '^ 
afperity the condu£l of the legiflature towards that family i 
^but he had at lengthy like many others who held the fame 
principle^i txansferred his loyalty to the Brunfwick line : 
it was therefore in the integrity of his heart that he under- 
took a defence of American taxation from the imputation of 
tyranny^ In this piece he defended the dodrine of Colony 
fubordination upon the principles of the law of nations ; 
maintained that the Colonifts^ by their fituation, became 
pofTefTed of fuch advantages as were more than equivalent 
to their right of voting for reprefentalives in parliament : he 
ridiculed the diftin£lion made between internal taxation and 
commercial regulatioiis, and argued, that as the parliament 
may ena£l for America a law of *^capital punifhment, it may 
therefore eftabliih a mode and proportion of taxation* 

This work was publifhed about the time that Mr. Burke 
delivered his celebrated fpeech in the Houfe of Commons* 
It is to the honour of human nature to have it remarked^ 
that thefe two contemporaries^ diftinguifhed in the higheft 
degree for the univerfality of their knowledge and learnings 
as well as for the elevation of their genius, who, notwith- 
llanding they were ftrequous fupporters, from principle^ of 
very oppofite political fehtimentsj^ at the very time when 
thefe points were warmly difcufTed, and the zeal of thedif- 
pUtants frequently drew forth inve£live and fierce recrimi- 
nation, yet lived in habits of ftri<ft friendfhip, and knew 
how to enjoy ** the feaft of reafon and the flow of foul** 
amidft the temped of civil contentions. A glorious triumf}h 
over thofe weakneiTes which the human mind is too much 
fttfceptible of, even when under the government of a found 
imderftanding ! 

, P Neither 
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KciUier fliouTdF t^ hlftorian Mrho tttoti^ tbc fxzvi&Sfi^tn^ 
td thefc times, omit to take notke of thedifintcrefied^condtt^l 
of a young nobleman in this unhappy difputc^ In all 
qucftions concerning the government of America which 
cajne before the Houfe of Lords during this feiSop of par- 
liament, the Earl of Effingham ftremioufly oppofed tbc 
meafures adopted by the majority* Although the fortune 
whrch be inherited was not ample, yet his def^ent was a» 
illuftriotts as any peer of Great Britain '* one of the elder 
hrancbes of his family coqiimacded the Englifh fleet thftC 
was oppofed to the Spaniflx Armada in 158&, from which 
period a martial fpirit prevailed in moft of the defcendants 
from this noble hlood of the Howards. ^ X^ke his father 
and grandfather be was bred to arms$ and in bis ^ar)y man- 
hood difcoveied a ftrong attachment to his profeflion* An 
earned defire to become a practical foldier led him, when 
the war between Ruffia and the Porte broke out, to ferve as 
A volunteer in ibe army of, the former power* The re- 
eftahliibment of peace reftored his lordihip to bis country, 
when l)e gave a public teftimooy of his political principles^ 
by figning the proteft which was. entered on the journals of 
the Houfe of Lords, on palling the zQ. for regulating the 
government of Maflachufet's Bay*. The twency-fecon4 
regiment of foot, in which be held a capiain^s cxmimiifion^ 
being at length ordered to America, he conceived his pro- 
feffion of a foldier no longer compatible with his duty as a 
citizen, he therefore wrote a letter of rengnatloh to the fe* 
cretarj at war« *^ It is, faid he» whea addrefllag bis peers^ 
no fmall facriiice which ,a man makes who gives up his 
profeffion, but it is a much greater, w.^n a predtleSiox 
Arengthened by habit, has given him fo firong an attach- 
ment to his profeffion as Lfeel; I have, however, this con- 
fplation, that by making the facrifice^ I at le^S give tp my. 

* Sec page 14^ 
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MQDtiy M unequivocal proof of the fineeritjr of t»y prln-^ 
ciples*.'' The cities of London and Dublin voted their 
|haii]($ tp-hif }p^d^ip for this noble conduct. 



The buHoefe of finan<:e clofed the feffio^* The amount 
qf the fupplies for the year 1775 ^^^ 4s3^7>45^iC' ^"^ ^ 
million of three per cent^ an^nuities was paid off at 88 per 
fent\* Ii250)000^. exchequer bills yrere discharged, and 
i)(?w ones tp an equal amount i0i|ed. The land-tax wa^ 
continued at three fliilling^ ip the pound, apd the total of 
Mray« an4 inc]9n$| e^cplufive of exchequer bill?, but including 
Ihe lailHon of di^ nation^) debitdlfcharged, was 59309,246^:t:. 

/ 

• Speech In the Houfe of Lords, May 18, 1775, 

•f- The Earl of Stair ftates, that the new debts contrafted in the year* 
177,4 & 1775, which were not funded, exceeded the debts difcharged, by 
•374,870/. Siee his Obfer<vations on the State of the Nation, 

X The expence of 18,000 feamen, building and repairing £. 

fbips and ordinary of navy ... i>674,059 

iQr4fnaries )|Bd e^traordinaries .qf prdnapce - <- 260, 8of 

jAxmy, axa^unting to 17,547 landroen sufid 4,383 invalids - 1,597^051 



MiTcellaneou? fervices 
Further deficiency in the gold coin, extras of mint and fur- 
ther expenoe of coinage * . • . 
A ^Q^cieficy upon land and malt ^ ^ _ 
Ditto of grants in J 7 74 . - 

piUpfund^ three and X -half per cent, J 753 *- • 



81,387 
451,000 



The balance ariTinjg froni the finking ^d to the 5th of 

January, 1775, ^^^ - 

The quarter ending 5th of April - - « 

^he growing produce was appropriated to the amount of 
ProUt on a lottery - - . 

The Tale of the ceded* lAaads at length yielded • ./ 

Wench pnzc* money x 7,000/. and AmericSnfrevenue 1 5,000/* 
me iaqpius «f wayc and meass was calculated at « 
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884,447 

1,904,313 

150,000 

50,000 

32,ood 

122,791 

His 
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His Majefty put an end to the feffion on the 26th of 
May. 

The conteft between Great Britain and her Colonies wad 
now unavoidably to be decided by the fword, and the at- 
tention of all Europe was drawn to a difpute fo new in its 
nature and important in its confequences. The pre-emi- 
nence which this country had gained over all other ftales, 
could not be beheld, even by her allies, without fome degree 
of enVy, but to thofe powers in whom a prefcriptive rivdl- . 
fhip and ill-will fubfifted, it was beheld with impatience. 
This rupture therefore was attended to with the moft in« 
terefted eagernefs, and the wiflies of all Europe, if we 
except fome German principalities, may be faid to have 
beeen favourable to the caufe of America* The Baron de 
Montefquieu, whom the paft age received as an oracle, and 
whom fome living writers of our own nation * confider as a 
i^anciful politician, remarks, that ** fuch powers as are efta- 
blifhed by commerce, may fubiiflibr a long feries of years 
in their humble condition, but their grandeur is of ihort 
duration. They rife by little and little, and in an imper- 
ceptible manner, for they do not perform any great exploit 
which m^y make a noife and fignalize their power; but 
wheh they have once raifed thenfifelves to fo exalted a pitch 
that it is impoflible but all muft fee them; every one endea- 
vours to deprive fuch a nation of an advantage^ which they 
had fnatched as it were from the reft of the world/' A 
defire of feeing a haughty nation humbled might thei:e- 
fore tend more to promote this difpofition, than an attention 
to the merits of the caufef • ' 

CHAP, 

♦ Dr. Johnfon. Mr. Gibbon. 

t An Englilh gentleman who travelled with a young noblenian of 
high ranky being introduced to the King of PrufSa at Sa^ Siuci, that 
Prince entered intiia C9nveriation upon the ftate of affairs between Great 

Britaia 
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CHAP. II. 
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Rimaris on the prevailing Dijpofition of America^^A£fion at 
Lexington^^SecondSeffion^oftbe Congrefs — ASfion at Bunker* s* 
Hill — Ticonderoga and Crownpoint fuhdued — Tranjport'* 
vejfek taken -by the Americans^^Meeting of Parliament-^ 
Vaji Army voted — Bill of Indemnity brought in — Sentiments 
deUvered concerning the Prerogatives of the Crown^-Petition' 
from the Province of Nova Scotia^^Prohibitary ASi^^Trea^ 
ties with German Princes-^Troops drawn from Ireland^-^ 
Animadverjion on the Meafure in the Houfe of Commons'-^. 
ASf for the Employment of foreign Seamen in the Navy and 
Merchants Service-^State of Oppojition and the Obje^fs of 
its purfuit during the Seffumr^Finances for 1776, 

IN this ftate of the American difpute, we would wifli to 
be indulged in making two remarks. The parlia- 
mentary regulations which had been made for the govern- 

^ntain and her Colonies. He obfenred, that it was a difficult thing to 
govern men by force at fuch a diftance : that if the Americans fhould be 
beaten> (which appeared a little problematical) ftill it would be next ta 
impoilible to continue to dra^ from them a revenue by taxation— * that if 
we intended conciliation with America, fome of our meafures were too 
rough ; ai^d if we intended its fubjeAioit ^hey were too gentle* He coo « 
eluded, by faying,. Enjin Mejfieurs, je ne comprendrfas oes cbofes la ; je 
nai point de coUnie : fejpere que <udus *vous tirere»bien d'txffaire^ maU 
4lle me pargit wfpeu epineufe. 

The fame writer informs us, *that at the court of Vienna, in 
general they favoured America, but Shewed more moderation than in 
other parts t>f the continent. The Emperor, when fome person aiked 
him which fide he favoured, replied veryingenioufly, Jefuiipar metier 
royalijie* Moore* s Trajvels^ VoL II. /. 24* ^«^436. See alfb- Wraxal'^ 
Travels^ for. the fentimenti of the Swedes upon this fubjeft* 
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mcnt of Maffachufet's Bay, in the beginning of the year 
1774, not having been carried into effefl, from the violent 
oppoiition ihewn to that plan of government ; and the civil 
inftitutions which tWiifchJUter Wid ^abKflicd, being thereby 
abrogated, all the functions of legal authority were imme- 
diateiy fufpenderf. No govern^i- preftded, no cmintil af 
iembleit), tfo judges interpreted the law, vHD ilifemNr d&c^rs 
exafled an obfervanee ef it. In fuch a ftate bf anarchy, it 
was to be expeded that the pel-fens' and property of indt- 
tiduah would be e:i:pbfed to thr^ depredations ^flawlefs tnif- 
creants, who are to be fouhd in greater or lels numbers ia 
every ftate, who by their ef Sm^s difgracc humnnity, difturb 
the peac^ of fochsty, and draw down the ftverity of the 
laws. But though th« fufpvnfion of magiftracy gave Ihe 
heedy and unprincipled a licence to do what v^s right in 
their owrt/^yes, every one remailied fofi and uniiiblefted. 
This Colony had tve^ been cbaTaderi^fced for an iiitollerant 
/pirit in religion, and now flood accufed of rebeliion againft 
file parent ftate, but its manners feeih to have remained lin?^ 
<fbrrupted, infomuch that !n the cotirfe of eighteen years it 
is faid, that ohly one criminal has befen executed in the ' 
province. However we may abhor traitors^ we caimot buf 
admire fuch unexampled inteinid decorum ! 

Although defeSion had now fpread over the American 
continent, yet two defcriptions of men might have been 
cxpefled to withftand the general contagion, at leaft utCerIf 
to renounce the idea of taking up arms againft Gt^aC 
Britain, namely, the quakers from, principled of religion ^ 
and fuch military men who W^re nativei of the Britffli ^tB^ 
but who had fettled in America at ib« conclufion of tbe laft 
^ar in confidcrable numbers ; bat the contrary proved to be 
the faa; Many of ^ the younger quakers in Philadelphia 
formed themfdves into volunteer frompanies, and thcBnttfli 
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€)iiEcers forgetting that doftrine of fubmiffioh an4 fiibord^*. 
nation which they had imbibed with their ta£lic«, took an 
aSive part with the American:$, and rendered the moft ef>. 
^ iential fervice to their cauie, by Conning their huibandmea 
lAto foldiers. 

Congreis now tbught tK) procure arms and ammunition 
for the infur^ents, and as a royal proclamation had been 
iiTued, prohibiting the exportation of fuch articles from 
Britain^ the public magazines were forcibly feized upon in 
many places. Mills were conftrufled and manufadlurea 
eftabliflied in j^ennfylvania and Virginia^ for majcing gun- 
powder, and American vefiels vifiled the feveral European 
ports from Cadiz even to Hamburgli. This a£livity was 
tinremittedj whilft the antipathy which fubfified between 
the King's troops at Bcfton and the provincials, was dail/ 
increafing, and foreboded fpeedy hoftilities^ Occafions for 
j0cJrmiflies Inhere frequent, but the Americans pretend, that 
they cautiouifly avoided committing the firft zQi of open 
faoftility. They confidered ihemfelver as jufttfied in taking 
up arms, far the purpofe of felf defence, but difclaimed all 
^efign of attacking the King's troops.« Whilft they.ob* 
Served this diftinfliofi^ they contended, that according to 
the Engiilh conAitution, they were not in a ftate of re<* 
beliion, or levying war againft the King*- Which fide 
was the £irft aggreiTor in the aiFair ^t Lexingtonf, (where 
a detachment of regulars attempting to feize fome cannon 
and amnninition^ a (harp engagement enfued) every man 
will decide upon according to his political attachments, 

for both parties difclaim it« However, this a£lioa in ifts 

» 

* Sir William Blackftone fays, that " In cafes of national 6pprcffioii 
the nation has very juftifiably rifcn, as one man, to vindicate the original 
-coirpaft betweejj the King and the peoplie. Commentaries^ Book IV# 
Chap. VI. 

j* April I5> «77f • 
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ecnfequences tedded to beat up all America to arms: 
Congrefs being foon after reafiembled, (notwithftanding tbis 
American fecretary had written circular letters to each Co*- 
Ipny, forbidding it in the king's name, and under pain oE 
hi!; difpleafure, to ele^ deputies for the next general Coa<» 
grefs] now began to aflume the executive powers of govern* 
ment, and appointed Mr. George Wafliington, (a native 
of Virginia, and poiTeiTed of landed property there to the 
amount of 500ol. pet annum.) commander in chief of their 
forces. This gentleman had been trained to arms from 
his youth j but few opportunities had occurred in which 
he could gain military renown. His firft exploit in arms, 
about the year 1754) proved unfortunate, but not difgrace* 
ful. The Americans cHeemed the man, becaufe they be- 
lieved him to be as much diftinguiOied by his perfonal vir« 
tues and talents, as by his fortune. 

Twenty thoufand Provincials in arms now hemmed in 
the king^s troops at Bofton, and although large reinforce^* 
ments from England and Ireland arrived about this time, 
with which tame the Qenerals Howe, Burgoyne and Clin- 
ton, yet it was found impoiSble to extricate the army from 
this difgraceful blockade. The daring attempt of a party 
of Americans, headed by a Dr. Warren, to fortify an emi^ 
nence which commanded the town, brought on the fierce 
and fatal aSion of Bunker's>hill, where victory was dearly 
bought, with the lives of many veteran officers *. Gene* 
ral Howe, who led the attack, was almoft the only officer 
who remained unhurt, although in the liotteft of the adion, 
«nd with numbers continually falling befide him. The 
Bfitiih troops, trained to difcipline and inured to fervice, 
twice retreated fiefore a body of peafants, who then, for 
.^he firft time, faced an enemy. The undaunted courage of 
the General, Which was well feconded by his officers, 

f June I7i i77|f '' 
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retrieved the fortune of the day, Warren, the Ameiicaii . 
leader, was killed in the a£lion* Charlefto^n, which 
ftood oii the northern peninrula, at the entrance of Bofton- 
bay, and confifted of about 400 houfes, was unfortunately 
reduced to^aflies. The manner in which this poft was 
attacked has been much c^nftired : had the troops beea 
landtd on the ifthmus, near the town of Cambridge, thm 
American works, it has been faid, might have been more 
eafily forced, and their retreat eiFe£hially cut off: but Put- 
nam lay with a confiderahle force at a fmall diftance, which 
probably determined the general againft this mode of at-* 
tack. On the other hand, the American general is equally 
cenfured for not marching his meii to fupport the party oa 
Sunker'sHilU 

The important forts of Ticonderoga and Crownpoint, 
the former of which, when poflefled by the French, ha*d 
wiihftood the attack of a large army, were now furprized 
and takeiv by a body of American volunteers, formed ia 
the back fettlements, and commanded by a Colonel Eafton, 
and a Colonel Ethan Allen ; but it does not appear that 
either of thefe partifans a^d under commiffions front 
Congrefs, 

It now became necefTary for Congrefs to provide the 
means of paying the troops which were raifed, and to de- * 
firay the other expences of the war ; and as no fpecie could 
be obtained, the little which was in circulation, being im- 
mediately fecreted upon the breaking out of the troubles, no 
ether refource was left but to iiTue a large paper currency, 
for the redemption of which the delegates of each Province 
in Congrefs bound their conftituents. Such a mode of 
providing for the exigencies of the times, required that a 
general confidence Ibould be placed in the fecurity : publie 
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^i>lwtll>oftlsnMd moh ta rifle iheir perfon^ ratlifer thtit 
$iteW fftofcxXy^ .befirfds t)^ K^Xmei$ with twbich iheie n^tes 
couM bt imitaied, expofed |he new ftates to great incon-- 
VOiieficies^ffoiii ioigetku - 
-• ' ■ 

: Thatidc'of ** ThetUmtcd Colonies of Amcnca^" waip 
tlien afiunrcd, the Congrefs declared, 'that the compaiEt be-i* 
tween th« legiflatore of Gr^at Britain, and the- p^le of 
Maffatdiufct'a Say was difibived, foy the violation of the 
charter of William and Mary on the part of England, and 
therefore recommendedto the inhabitants of that province 
to ele^ proper officers ^ -ftaie, agreeable to the poorer^ 
#hich they pofllfied by their charter. Hancock, a Bafioi* 
' nian of great wealth and influence, was chofen Prefident o£ 
the Congrefs, whilft a proclamation foy General Gage ex* 
cepted him and Samuel Adams from that, general offer of 
pardon which was made to all others. The feeble colony 
of Georgia foon after joined the confederacy, and fent five 
deputies to Congrefs, upon which the name of the Tbicteei\ 
United Colonies of Amei ica was afTumed* 

Notwithftanding the Americans appeared thus formida* 
ble, yet they were actually very ill provided with arms and 
ammunition *, whilft the moft ample fupplics were (hipped 
in England for the ufe of the Britifli ip^my; but the traaf-^ 
ports being fent out unarmed, and happening to be fepa^ 
I'ated from their convoy by a gale of wind on the American 
coafl-, many of them Were captured by the Provincial 
cruifers,' without being able to make any defence. So large 
• a fugply thus cafily ob^ined, was a moft important acqui- 

• tt is aflerted, that tlierje had been a time when the American army- 
was fo dcflitute of military ftorefs, as not to have powder enough in dll 
their magaziiips to furnifti rtiore fb&n five rounds a man for ^heir friall 
armsi without any fupply fpr their great guns. 
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{kionje the ColopieSf It was nofr te have been imagined, 
that by fucfa an a£t of negligence Great Britain fhould pro- . 
vide her revoked fubje&s with the means of becoming for<» 
midable* In times lefs courteous than the prefent, fofla-*. 
grant a breach of duty, productive of fucb confequencea^!^ 
would have occafioned a rigorous parliamentary eti^iry to 
tiave purfued the delinquents* 

The endeavours to furnlfli th< army with freih pmifi&ath 
and nece&ries during the feverity of a North American 
wioter, Were eqvaHy fruftrated, by the injudicious manner ia 
which they were exerted ; for though 5000 oxen and 14,000 
iheep, with a vaft number d hogs, were put on board 
tranfports, with vegetajbles of all kinds, and in vaft abun- 
dance * ; 10,000 butts of beer diftributed among this fleet, 
and 5000 Chaldron of coals, yet the fleet failed fo late .In 
t^c feafofl, and was fo bufFetted by adv^rfe winds, that 
XBQ& of the li^e ftdck perilhed in the voyage, and many of 
the traki^orta were forced on the American coaft and 

, - ■ 
The two houfes of parlianteht aiTetiiibled on the 26th of 
Oii^ober^ i;?75* T^^ fpeech from the throne fpoke of thO' 
revolt, hoftility, and rebellion of America ; of certain per— 
fons in the Colonies having raifed troops, colle£led a naval 
fotce^ feiaed iht public revenue, and aflTumed to tfaemfeives 
legiflittve^ executive, and judicisU powers, which they 
eKercifed in the moft arbitrary munner over the perlbns and 
properties of their fellow- fubje(^s« It fpoke of . the difpoii* 
tion.of parliament daring .the laft feffion, as wifliing rather 
to reclaim than to fubdue. His Majefty expreiled hia 

* 

* The charge of vegetables, <;afk9, and vinegar, amounted to tip* 
wards of aojoool. Hay, oat$, and beans fbr a iingle regiment of cavalry 
apuoviot^d to nearly as much* 
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iitty to prevent, if it had been poffible, tfae efTufi^n of 
the blood of his fubjeds, and the calamities which are in-i 
ftparabte from a ft ate of war, ft ill hophig that his people ia 
America would have difcerned the traiterous views of their 
kaders, dnd have been convinced, that to be a fubje£t of 
Great Britain^ with all its confequences, is to be the freefl 
iBBcmber (rf any civil fociety in the known world. It ipoke 
of friendly offers which had been made of foreign affiftancct 
and of having (ent to Gibraltar and Tort Mahon, Hanove- 
lian troops to replace fuck Britifli regimeilts as (boQld be 
ifarawn from thence for the American fervice. It fpoke of 
ImrdeBS wbick muft.be inevitably laid on the people in co9^ 
ftqucBco of thi» lebellion, and of the pacific difpofition of 
European powers^ < 

* 

The manner in which the addrefs was carried in bothr 
boit&s, fbewed that miniftry ftill pofiefied a vaft majority, 
altiioagb fomc individuals bad deferted their ftandard i the 
Duke of GrafioB, in this day'^ debate, went over from tho 
caufe of adminiftration, together with a very eloquent and 
able prelate *. A proteft, figned by nineteen peers, was 
Cdttred in the journals againft the addrefs, which was, as 
Witaf, expre^ve of the moft entire concurrence in the fenti<« 
Sfiems and condu£k defcribed in the fpeecbr 

Soon after^ the Duke (^ Grafton refigned tKe privy (eat, 
which was delivered to the Earl of Dartmouth, and Lord • 
George Germaine fucceeded the Earl in the fecretaryfhip 
lor the American department. This nobleman, defcended 
from the noble race of Sackville, Dukes of Dorfet, and 
node to the prefent Duke, had fupported the ftamp aft 
opder Mr. Grenville's adminiftration, and now exerted his 
abilities to enforce American taxation. His perfon tall 

♦ Pr, Hinchcliffc, 
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and dignified, added force to a manlf elocution : hi$ bar* 
rangues were rather argumentative than florid : without re« 
fbrting to the artificial graces of Oratory, he addre&d tlic 
judgment; conftantly confining . himfelf to the fubjcdl 
under debate, be was concife; and as be never rofe t9 
ipeak but upon a weighty quefiion, he was heard with at- 
tention, and fpoke with eiFe£l« By him the operations 4^ 
the war are fuppofed to have been generally planned, and 
to him their fuperintendency was principally intryfted« 

The Earl of Rochford retired, and was fucceeded bjr . 
Lord Weymouth in his ofiicc of fecretary of ftate for the 
Southern department, who had continued out of adminiflra- 
tion fince the negotiation with Spain refpe£Ung Falkland's 
illands* The young Lorjd Lyttelton, wlTo had feverely 
reprobated the meafures of adminiftration on the firft day 
of the feffidn, was appointed a privy counfellor, and chief 
juftice in Eyre, beyond Trent, Government hereby 
gained the two moft florid and ready fpeakers in the Houfe^ 
of Peers ; an efTential acquifition when fuch arduous enter- 
prizes were to be undertaken. 

The number of men to be employed in the fea and lan^I 
fervice for the year 1776, belpoke great dcfigns 5 28,ocx> 
feamen, including marines, and 55,000 men for the land 
fervice were voted*. The fending foreign troops, without 
the authority of parliament, to Gibraltar and Minorca, was 

• *. Frankluiy writing to a friend fays, ** Britain^ at the expence ofl 
ikree millions, has killed 150 Yankees this campaign; which is fto,oool« 
-a head : and at Bunker^s Hill flie gained a mile of ground, half of 
which fhe loft again, by our taking pofl on Ploughed Hill. During the 
fame Time 60,000 children have been bora in America i from theie 
data may eafily be calculated the time and expence neceffary to kill us 
all, and conquer the whole territory, -^rJPolifical, MtfcgllaneouSf Mtd^ 
fbilofipkical Pieces^ page 365* 
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t meafure which many friends toadcntniftration AougM 
illegal and reprehenfibk. It was confidered as, direi^iy 
rep^ugnant both to the letter and fpirit of the bill of rights^ 
which declares, that a King of Great Britain (hall not 
bring foreign troops into any part of the empire, in 
time of pe2(ce, without the concarrence of parliament ; 
in order therefore both to bear harmlefs the minifter who 
tdvifed this meafure, and to fecure the conftitutipn from ^ 
violation, a biU of indemnity was propofed to be brought 
into parliament. The firft Lord of the Tfcafury declaired 
himfelf perfeflly fatisiied with the legality of the proceed? 
ing, and thoirght any zSt of indemnity unneceiQ^ry. Thif 
dodtrine Was oGiaintained by the crpwn lawyers* It was 
contended that thefe pqifenions we^e not a part pf Great* 
Brit^n^ neither were t^.c trgops fent there in a tiqie of 
peace. In difcoiSng this bufinefs, a do£lrine was advanced 
by the Secretary at War, and the Solicitor General ♦* 
which feemed to fuhvert the very foundations of the con- 
Aitution: they contended, that the bill of rights was only 
declaratory of ancient ufage : that it was an indifpenfable 
prerogative inherent in the crown, to raife an army, and 
Jceepiton foot either in time .of war or peace; and that 
parliamient had no legal means of controling fuch a mea^ 
fure, but by withholding the fupplies neceflary for its fup<- 
port. Tliat the particular right of,the crown to put gar* 
rifons into the feveral fortrefles, both within the kingdbin 
and beyond fea, was never controverted or denied in times 
of the greatefl: popular liceiitioufneis* The garri/ons naatn-- 
tained in Berwick, NewcaQle, the Marches, in Portf-, 
iiioudi, and the Cinque Ports, were produced as proofs of 
this. The g^rrifons kept in Calais for njore thq^n two cenr 
turie$, and in Tangier during the greater part pf the reiga 

- • Mr. Wedderbume, 
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of Charles U. urere urged in proof of that pf«h)gaiu>e befng 
exercifcd beyond tbe fea. . On tbia ground^ % thoy^ ftood 
the King^s prerogative until tbe xeyolutiofi^ and/ tb^ Mf^go 
£ace that period was tbe moft decifive evidenoe and confirm^ 
ation of the tAherent right now cwtendcd for, George I^ 
in the fecond yeaf of hie reign, brought over a- bof^y of 
Dutch troops without confulting parliament. In t^ yea/r 
17x9 fimilar orders were iSued., when an iny.^^ffon ffofl^ 
Spain was apprehended* The fame practice toel^pjaon 
during the rebellion in 17459 and in. the year 175& s^.body; 
ofHeffians and Hanoverians wece- brought into the; )(iDg» 
dom, without any parliam^itary fanflion wbatevejr ^4 . If 
fiich principles, are admitted, the boafted I^berti^ pf £jngr 
lifhmen have no other tenure than tbe coi^rtefy of tbe Sjove*^ 
reign* If it is tbe prerogative of the crown to raif^ tioqp«, 
or introduce foreigners without any reftrii^ion ; the p^es 
thereby acquired, may compel a provifion for their ^payment^ 
ftotild it be withheld. The praetorian bands fiQK>9 refidecedl 
tbe Roman fenate a mere appendage of power, and fin army, 
fvrrounding the Houfe of Commons, nfiight once more do$ 
grade .the fpeaker's mace into a bauble. 

* It might have been nrged, that th^ dedarstion of rights f , ezhL> 
h\t» as one of the twelve charges againll King James the Second, *^ thaa 
^.railed and kqtf a {landing army within the kingdom in time of peace^^ 
withbutconfentpf parliaments'* and in the fubfequent declaratory part, 
it expreisly pronounces fucb a condu^ to be againft Ia>v. , The preamble 
to every mutiny bill fpcaks the fame language. The inftances produced 
of the introdu5lion of foreign troo|)s into the kingdom, were by no meana 
fimilar to that under difcudion, as on each occafion the crown a6led 
cr^er by virtue of the treaties of guarantee with the Dutcb^ of by 
aa other treaty entered into in 170*9 both pf which had received the 
£ui^on of parliament. ^ 

f . % WillifliB and Mafji cap* a. 
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Ever fioce the acceflton of the Houlfe of Hanover^ tfae ctf 
kad been againft a ftanding army, and a politidan pf great 
fiigacity^ whore writings are now ^eld in the higheft efti^* 
nation^ calls a ftanding army << a mortal diftemper m the 
Britiih conftitution^ of which it muft inevitably perifli*.'^ 
If parliament was convinced of the propriety of fending 
fcreign troops to garrifon our pofleffions in the Mediter« 
lanean^ ftill a bill of indemnity feemed neceilary» if it was 
Mly to fecure to that part of the legiilature their right of 
deciding upon fuch a meafure ; but when men of great 
wetj^t and confegoence openly avowed a different fenti«» 
ttent» and declared principles repugnant to the fpirit of 
liberty^ and fubverfive of the conftitution as fettled at the 
levolution, it might have been expe^ed to have given a 
general alarm, and to have drawn the attention of the houfe 
iibm the proper bufinefs under debate,' to the adjufting of a 
concern of fuch magnitude* In this view it appears to 
kve been a national queftion equally important to this 
country, as that which was lighting up a civil war in 
America was to the Colonies* In both, the matter imme« 
dfately in iflue, was not very momentous^ but their im- 
portance lay in their confequences, and the abufe which 
Birght be made of fuch precedents hereafter. The appre^ 
tenfions of one country caufed the people to refort to arms 7 
ta the other, they gave birth to a mock indemnity-bill in 
ihc Houfe of Commons, which periflied in> the Houfe of 
Lords » A jealoufy of the powers of the crown is hot the 
'chara£leriftic of the prefent age* 

At the opening of the feffion, a petition was prefented t0 
each Houfe of Parliament from the aflembly of Nova Sccjtia^ 
in confequence of Lord North's conciiiatory propofitions^ 
and was intended by thofe who promoted if in that Colony, 

f Huiae's Eflays. 
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ito d ^ttcrU and precedent for the rtOu It propofed to^ 
grant to his Majefty m p^petuitj^ a dut jr of pouiidage ad 
'mibtdn^ upon all conittMddities imported into tl»t ptovince^ | 
not being the produce of the Brkifll domtnioni in Europe 
or Ameracs^ l|ay j^t excepted^ by wbkh means the aobount 
of the revenue would regularly keep pace with the we^th 
aiid confumption of the Province. The minifters fupported 
this pcopofitio'n as fit to be accepted, and fttggefied ta the 
Hoiife^ that the amount ef £uch <faities fliould be eight pet' 
oent. on all Aich commodities. He thought fitch an exam* 
fit extremely inviting to the othsE^Colonies; and although 
the povej;ty of Nova Scotia would render the revenue dxawn. 
from fiicb regulations very faialt, yet by (hewing the mo^ 
deratioci ol this country, it would encourage more opijkleiit 
Cohmies to mak^ fimilar applications, and thereby break the 
confederacy which was formed* In confequence hereof 
the Hottfe-came to a/elblution. tbitas fooii as an a£l ibould 
be paiTed by the general aficmbly of the province of Nov<a 
Scotia, to eftablilh this rate of duty, and his Majefiy 
Aould have given his royal approbation thereof, all duties 
and taxes laid by any a^ of parliament in force, ought tor 
ceafe and bedifcontinued ^ and fo long as fuch a£i of afiem-. 
bly ftiould continue in force^ no other duties or taxes Qught 
to be impofed by parliament within that province^ extepC 
luch as may be expedient fi>r the regulation of commerce* 
The nett produce of which was to be carried to the account 
of the province. It alio pernpitted the importation of wines, 
oranges, lemons, and other produce of Spain and Portugal^ 
diredly from the place of their growth. 

The principal objeAton raifed to this plan was, that the 
revenue heretofore drawn from the provinces, every pa^ t of 
which, except the tea dnty, had been fubmiued to and 
quietly paid, was more produ&ive than the new duties pro., 
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pdTedln lieu of them would.be, in cafe tfaia regukHion wat 
generally adopted . Neither did it appeasr lively that the., 
more opulent Colonies (hould. follow the example of a 
AiViiiet which ever had been a conf^deraUe expence to go«^ 
vernment, and continued t6 require a yearly grant fr&m 
parliament for its fupportir 

Whether the miniftry in profeeuting this meafure faW 
the incfficacy of its tendency, or that an over-ruling power 
about this time had gained an afcendency in the cabinet,- 
nothing more was heard of the Nova Scotia petition aft€r 
i( had paffed the committee. Indeed the only thing which 
had procured It the countenance of government, was its 
Conformity to that mode of tiaxation. which the minifter had 
prefcribed $ for even the inhabitants of thi^ poor and depen- 
dent fpot, dared to exhibit a long catalogue of grievances, 
although living in the habitual fubjeiftion to a military 
force. 

. Still purfuing the idea of exacting obedience from the 
Colonies, by interdifting their trade, which had produced 
fo many reftri£live a6ts, the minifter brought in a bill to 
prohibit all trade ;ind intercourfe with the Thirteen United 
Colonies in America. It authorized the commanders of 
his Majefty's fhips of war, to make prize of Ihips or goods 
belonging to Americans,' whether found on the high feas 
or in harbour, and vefted the property in the captors. A 
claufe was infierted, by which all Americans who ihould 
be taken on board the vefiels belonging to that continent, 
were made liable to ferve indifcriminately, without diftinc- 
tion of perfons, as common failors on board bur fbips of 
war, at the difcretion of the commanding officer of tho 
King's (hip. Such Ainericans were to be entered on the 
ihips books, and coniidered as volunteers. And thofe pri« 
• foners 
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^iierfi' *ho were not fo entered, were to be fet on illiorfc i» ' 
Moy port in Great Britain or Ireland, or in any port of Ame« 
rica not in rebellion, where they were to be at fidl liberty* 
As this prohibitory bill comprehended every fpecies of the 
America^ comlnecc^ and employment upon the feas, along 
tlie coaft pf the confederated ftates, all the former ads 
which affe£led any particular port, or ahy branch of commerce 
were repealed, in which, the Bofton port and the fiftiery 
bills were included. This general profcription was folr 
lowed by terms of pardon and reconciliation being held.out 
to the revolter^^ byappointing commiffioners, and yefUng 
then) with power to grant pardons . to in4ividuals9 to ttt^ 
quire into general and particular grievances ; to determine 
whether any part or the whole of a Colony were returned 
to obedience, and were thereby entitled to be received intp 
the King's peace and ^protedion ; which being declared by 
the tonimilfioners, the prohibitions laid by this bill were tm 
ceafe *. 

A petition .Was prefented to the Houfe of .Commons from 
the Weft India planters and merchants, reprefenting the 
^iftrefs which this a£t woiild bring on the fugar iflands, and 
Council was heard in fupport of it ; but though a claufe wat 
propofed, wliich tended to lefTen the rigour of forfeitures o£ 
(hips and goods belonging to the iflands, and to allow a 
farther time for their quitting the American ports, yet it 
was rejected. Oovernor Johnftone ftrenuoufly endeavoured 
to obtain an exemption for the Province of Georgia, as no 
evidence of its delinquency had been given, except in 
lending deputies to Congrefs ; it had been guilty of no a<St 
of violence or.hoftility, had notoppofed the laws, attacked 
the King's troops^ ppprelTed his loyal fubjejfts, or com<- 

• It was brought Into the Houfe of Commons the aoth of November, 
aad pafled that Houfe December 1 1^ 1 775^ 
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ft&tti any of thoTecrinMs iriiteh wert emtiMBrxtM in Ait 
praaable of the biH, The iimre of ibe Hoisfe was* i^iiifr 
this exenifiticm ^ 

Mueli oppofition was made todiis aA in'iiOlb Houfts of 
ParSamenti it was faid to bo a formal aMkation of our 
g^^ernaeiit over the Colonies, and ooghr to be entitled^ 
^ A bill for carrying more efieAoally into execution the tc» 
Iblves of the CongrdEs/' That it woold con^kte, wheat 
^t remained to be cocnpleated, of union in Aoierica againft 
4ie author!^ of parliament^ as the iriends of goyernmenc 
in that country, the numbera and power of which havo 
been the boaft of goremmeflt, wiH be convinced, that {rar* 
liament may diftrefs, but is ekber unaUe or unwiRing fo 
pvote£h It would therefore drive the American* into aft 
aliiance with fome foreign power, and oblige them to con- 
ipert their mercbant-fliips into privateers, to the deftrudkm' 
of our Weft India trade, on which accounts it was ob« 
jeded to as inexpedient. It was likewife oppofed as un-* 
jiift, becaufe it authorized an indifcriminate feifure and 
confifiration of the veffels and cargoes of pur fubjeAs in 
that country, whether friends or foes; whether turbulent^ 
difloyal and rebellious y or peaceable, diitiful apd obe» 
dient. 

To compel both the American officers and feamen to 
ferve in our Ihips of war was condemned as a refinement in 
^tyranny.. The fituation of fuch men was defcribed as the 
hft degree of wretchednefs and indignity to which human 
nature can be fubje£led.. A man defpoiled of his goods aa 
a foreign enemy, cannot be obliged to ierve the ftate as a 
citizen. It was predidled, that whatever might be the 

f The bill paflcd by- ^ m^^orir^ of ii» totoflfy t4« 
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gMMI ^ ^ eoiitffty the CdoAtes wonUf to every Aifc. 

ftiadbd «ftd b^nefioiaU .pil|Krfb» be foreiner lojft to tbis ooiia- 

rHy. Tiie>tppotntmeBt ;of cosiaiiffiaiiers was objetdej to 

ion wtOtti grouteda. It i^as aflced^ why offer pardon to 

warn wfao aokMwMge so eddoie ? . The difcretionary powers 

."grao^ to Ae eonimififiBerft were reprefeBted as too great 

to be entrufted to tay ftit of meo in a free goverimen t. It 

gave them a defpotic and uncontroulable power which the 

/«f0wn kfelf did not pcflefii ; b«K at the fame ttine ftibjeaing 

-^eheir aAs to the revtfion of Padkimenty derived the Aait- 

ticMia !0f «11 trnft 4*d feciirky if they were ..difpafed lo 

treat, for whttft the eommiifoners were authorised to grant 

fiaffdoiui to individuals a^ cotoftmunities, they could not 

kogage. for a fiogk f^ectfit cbndiiton or conceflSion, as "a 

foSs for f utui^ conctiiatton« therefore the only confequence 

Of tetr appoiatmenc would be the incurring a heavy and 

Mtiedeflky e^^peoce to the nation, f<ir the e:tpre& purpefe 

'Of ftodmg them might as well be anfwered on the fpotj 

. without iny pimde, trooUe, or eitpence whatever. 

In'^tefence of the bill it was &id, that the Aaericate 

- were already in a ftate of watface whh us, whkh made, it 
jwecfflirythat we fliould make war i»poq them by fea and 
land, in the.fame manner as ^auift alien enemies. Ic was 

: jmpoftble lO'difciiminaee between friends and foes. Evei^ 
Colony or finaller diftri£k faad.it in its power to accept of tbo 
concilittuy terms which would be offered by the commit 

. doners* It had only to acknowledge the legiflative fnpre- 
macy of Great Britain, if unwilling to fubmit to that, l^ 

leon^ibpting rolantarily towards the fupport of govirA* 
ment, it would become one of Ihe parts of the empire, and 
tntitfe itfelf to tlie proteAion of the whole. A Colony fo 
demeaning itfelf would fufferno feverity or hardihip. In 
defenoe of the claufe which gave a power to "the cOm- 

0^3 ^ mandera 



tnanders of KingV (hipt to enter tbcir Ameridln firMbmii' 
on the books, it was^find^ ftarqtteadof being. pojtiflled its 
rebels, they iinmediatcly received pay, which woiildbe^a 
means of quieting their fcrupks as to Ae c^ufcincwbioh 
they wouM be engaged/ Tfae'.necefity of 'tUfrbJlL'.wia 
urged, as no exifiing law bad^fonfteo^ or pffdvkk4'fort^e 
cafei pf carrying on a fea war igainfl^ Mi>dst^» ' > 
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This important bill being 'carridd into a law befort the 
Cbriftmas'reeefe, the minifter bad nothing farfber to pifd- 
pofe to Parljantent refpediing Afneika until the bofinefs of 
the fupplies came fprward. He then laid bcloMr.the'Htmftit' 
the treaties which his Majefty had entered into wifih<jernian 
Princes for troops to ferve in Amerijca. Thefe were, with 
the reigning Duke of Brunfwick (figned Jan. 3, 1776)^; 
with the Landgrave of Hefie-Caflel (Jan. 15) ; and the 
Hereditary Prince of Hefle-CaiTel (Feb. 5}. By the fit*, 
a body of troops, amounting to 3964 men, was yielded by 
the Duke of Brunfwick to the King of Great Britain, to 
be entirely at his difpofal, as well in Europe as in America • 
alfo a body of light cavajry of 336 men, which were to be 
difmounted, and ferve as infantry; but if the fervicc re- 
quires them to be mounted, the King is to do it at* his own 
ea^pence. The neceflary annual recruits to be di&iplinti 
and equipped by his Serene High nefs. Three difabled men 
. to be reckoned as one killed.: a man killed to be paid for at 
-the rate of levy-money, which was fettled at fevea pounds 
•four {hillings and four-pence per head. If it Should happen 
*|hat any of the regiments, battalions, or companies, flioold 
fuftisr a lofs/altpgethcr extraordinsury, either ip a btattle, or 

^ ^ A long protcft was catered in the Houfe of Lordc sgainft this faUi| 

^ncd by cigjit pp^s. 

. t Feb. f ^, 1776, 
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Jkgtj or by an uncommon contagious malady, or the loft 
of any tranfpbrt-vefiel in the voyage to America, xhii Bri- 
tannic Majefty to mak« good the lofs, in the moft equitable 
tnKnner, and to be at the expence 6f the necefiary recruits to 
re*eflabli(h the corps that (hall fufFer this extraordinary lo&« 
' The treaty ^rther ftiputated, that the Commander in Chief 
of the army fliould be direded not to exa£): of thefe Brunf- 
v^ickers any extraordinary fervice, or fuch aa are beyond 
their proportion with the reft of the army, Thefe troops to 
take the oath of fidelity to the King of Great Britain, with- 
out prejudice to the oath which they have taken to their So- 
vereign, and they were to receive the ordinary and extraor- 
dinary pay, as well as allf advantsTges of forage and provifion, 
enjoyed by the Royal troops. Two months pay was to be 
iadvanced previous to th^ march of the troops, the King of 
ipreat Britain to be at the expence of their march and tranir 
port* For the ufe of this army, an annual fubildy was tp 
be jp^d of 64*500 German crowns, (159519/* ft^fling) s^ 
long as thefe troops Ihould enjoy their pay, and 'when that 
Ihould ceafe, the fubfidy Should be doubled, and fo con- 
tinue during two years, after the return of the tropps into 
bis. Serene Highnefs's dominions. The amount of levy- 
moaey was 29,481/. fterling^ and the total of the heads for 
which levy-money was to be paid, ampunted to 4084. 

By the treaty with the Landgrave of Heile Caflel, 12,000 
men -were taken into Britifli pay ; their levy-money the 
faoK as the Brunfwickers, but the fubfidy double, being 
450,000 crowns banco per^annum, or 108,281/, fterling, 
during the times that the troops are in Britifli pay, and the 
King of Great Britain is to give notice to the Landgrave of 
its termination twelve months before it fliall take place, and 
fuch notice is not to be given before the troops are returne4, 
and actually arritred atHefTe. It was ftipulated,, that th\s 

Q.4 ^^1 



bofly of ir&dpi flioiiUt notAfffcp^MUi^ mileiii rafest ^ 
.#ar ff^uired it* but fiMnlikl ianain\idcr ilie onlf rt itf (be 
GeoerAl, to wkom liis moft Seime Highneft tkii ti|itr«jW 
ibc coauaand. The Laodgraife reuined the i^waroffc^ 
galling hU tfoops ac die elcptrttton iif four yeais, if they wore 
not feflt bade before ibftc time, or then to agrab for osottet 
Derm. ^ 
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The treaty with the Heneditapy I^ioce of Hefle vat ftr 
668 men, being a re^ment of foot, for whiiek an temiol 
ittbfidy of 25,050 crowns, 6,017/. ^^^^^Z wasito. Ve|xdd« 
■The number of foreign troops taken into B^ilh paj^ bf 
iVirtue of thefe treaties, itmonoted to 16,96$ men* 
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The tniniAer defended the treaties as abfolutety net^ffiirf» 

in order to brirfg America to obedience. He faid, noiin^kb^ 

'^landing in England the l>ounty had been riaifid, and fHe 

IRandard of height bad been lowered, yet recrttits W#e not 

to be had upon any terms; befides, in order to pttt a fplfedy 

end to the prcfcnt troubles, it was ncceflary to employ ir^ 

teran troops, who being habituated to difcipline and (MtCiy 

would be regular and orderly in their cantonments as wtU 

as formidable in the field. Thefe auxiliaries werb ia!d tt> 

}^2Lve been obtained fubftantiaDy on the fame terms a^ hi 

former times. By engaging foreigners, we avoided a heavy 

lialfrpay lift when the fervice was over, and Iceptxnir men 

tx home for the purpofes of hufbandry and manufaAures j 

and in all probability, fo great a force would havellttfe 

'more to do than to fbew itfelf and return. ** I b^Heve,-* 

faid the minifter, ^ there is no perfon in thiis Hovfe who H 

Bot firmly perfuaded, that th^ whole uttited ftremgtli ^ 

•^merica will not be able to oppofe the force whith is mtetet 

fo be fent out early in the fpring. I have the ftrong^ft and 

'^pft confident )iopes^ tfa^t Aniericfi wjU f^bfPit ^sToofi s|s 



flteib«oiiipiiMdUiaf<SresitBiftatti fodrtornlntdtMft^rNb 
^rdUution and irigoof/^ Jfc irii» adai^wied^d,. li(nMriir» 

«hB4 if the wit ftbuM be pnO^diBM fieyoiid two cati^gniy 
-tilt ^treaties ttad9r^ fi^oai cbeiir nature, l>ecotne ^liArivalfr- 

tai^eoiis; but this Vss ftai to he fo tatiiUy i«pnibiftj» «• 

4a<itl0)neEttcQiifiiferathni« ^ 

• • - J . ■ * 

XotWi^ftalMNiif the traities iir^m ratifieA by nvgrttt 

<te«j^f«cy itttti^tHoufe of Commdiii'*^, and kftttwmri^it^k 

'ftii^ of L^dtff, yet th)^ ^m ^kh ilio0g^t)frcrfieidn ^ 

•tdVli H^fl&ii; Tte priufcipft} objeAioiis tmAe td the <u»tf« 

MSftidtis <rf th^ uitmes w«^, tbte the troops eitUfti into pd^ 

tieiem tbey Vtegttti ^o ^iMrcb i^ the fum paM . f«tr <tei^^ibdh#|^ 

' "MiaP codiplained of 88 exoiUta^t, fiiperadded te Whtehe^xfli 

Print'e was to be Ihbfidlased, and t^e largefl ^eoiRrlhuiiE^ 4tf 

forces tad obtained a double fubfidy. Their do^k^oas 

libewift Vttie f ii<;iranteed from foreign attack, Tlyat^the 

King of Gi^tBrftain Iras empowered to employ 'tiifem m 

Safop^ AS wfell i^ in Ameifica, was likewife cenfufed,. as 

'VftlV^ii that the commanding officer of the Hefianfs fliould 

have the thcire aothor ity over that body of troops. It waa 

ityfifted) (bat the Inrhole force agrc(fd for, wouM cbft tBa 

:tiatidn the fir ft year, jwhen alJ contingent ekpenccr wei« 

inchfded, a ihrlHon and an hralf fterling: an expence not 

to be parallelled in the htfbry of mankind, for the fervi^ 

ctf an eqaal ntiniber of meh^ 

The meafure at large was reprobated, not only as in- 
human and fdhrage to fend foreign mercenaries to murder and 
nnrage Oor own fubjeAs, but as dangerous to our intereil^s 
lor tbefe forefgtaers, thus forced by the orders of th^ir PrfncCf 
tobeconye 'parties in a qaarnel in Which they had no iiiv 
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IfUifie 6Mi6cnt» afttfrad by :die profpiA of mh^Uii pieA^^ 
.•(rkicb iirttlisg in America licld out .to them, wchiU dcMt 
in gifftt numbecs. . It was>d[enifd that thk fo«ce, greatts 
ji war» .would fobdue Amerioa» and it was.ftttii^ thtO^- 
lofdcs.an oiaaplciaf. nuking &mgn alliances to ftreogtfaaki 
itonfelves againft the foreign fo^cerwhich^we bad^stied ill 
aid. The miniftry repelled thefe arguments, by a&ing« 
9K€^m tx> 6i ftilU W^ {^Ski an independent .boftifeea^Fe 
ao arife out, of ?n unprovoked re!>elIion I . A$e we tamaly-io 
IkSkr the trade of the American Colonies^ tha objeft o||b 
jBuuNcbeare, attention and expence, of JCo many Jaws and |b 
many wars, to be giiren away to fareigoera» nierely fropi 
n fcruiJe of employing foreign forces I The Americana^ .))7 
their revolt, have, inja£b, made themfelves foreigners^ can 
they. ^e» comp^lain that foreigners are employed againft 
Ibem 2 However well difpofed the Amef leans might. be |o 
retaliate, they would hardly (ind any Su^rqpaan ponder fo 
|>lind to their true inter^ft as to make a leagw with them, 
or indeed give them any fort of Countenance : but admitting, 
fof a moment, that the advantages to be derjiyed fi;om;a 
free trade with America, and a defire to finK the oonif ^ 
quence of this country, fbould incline a rival power (o a^ 
the Colonies, the argument for vigorous meafures is equa^y 
ftrong, for to prevent fuch confequences, we ought to cru^. 
Shis infant rebellion with ^very kind of force that iHf^ cyi 
ColIe£t, before our rivals and enemies can ^vail themfelves 
of our (ituation. 

The. floufe agreed to a motion made by Colonel Barrf , 

that an humble addrefs beprefented to his Majefiy, praying 

^bim to ufe his.intereft, that the German troops in 6riti(h 

^ pay, Bo«f or hereafter, may be clpathc^ with the many- 

fe^urcs of this country; 

, BcfidQt 
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BefideS tliefe ibreigif lei^M)' the EarUf Harbourt, LorA. 

I/fciitetiant of Ifelmid^ o^faiiied 4000 fiTocfn ftom ttnet 

iltingdom, which wa9 one third of the^brces kept tli»re fcr 

itsitft^}^:' A^ offer was at the fame time made to re{dace 

^theie Wkh an *^qual numhtr- of foreign prc^eftam troops^ 

^«he charge of which (bould be defrayed without any expcMo 

^ ifhe kingdom of Ireland, The Commons^ranted tlie 

^fbdps, but declined to accept of any foreignera in thdr 

ftead. ' Thia tranfadion gave occafion to the oppofition fat 

tbelBritifli Paritament, to cenfuregoverniiient on the groimd 

of attempting to introduce- foreign troopa^lnto the empiiv« 

.without thefandioh of Parljament, and ilipulating for the 

^IpayTof 8000 men. When only 4000 were employed* It * 

was debated, whether the Lord Lieutehant, by Tormalif 

^.ttndersaking in his Ma)e;fty'9 naqiie^ to engage, for the Gooi* 

fnot» of Great Britain, was not guilty, of a breach of j>ri- 

vilege 1 Some of the miniftry cenfured the fiep, but tbc 

majority cruihdd the encjuiry*, 

The laft important regulation introduced in this felG<m 
of Parliament, was a partial fufpenfion of the A& of Nav}-> 
gation, to anfwer the exigencies of the times. It was 

.hereby made lawful to employ foreign feamen on board oilir 
ihips of war, and that our merchantmen might be navigated 
with foreign feamen, fo that no more than three fourths of 
the crew were foreigners. *This bill was framed from one 
which 4i7as.pa^d in 1755, on the breakifig out of the war 
with France. A motion was made, which was however 

' over-ruled, that the fubje^ls of France and Spain fliouid be 
excepted out. of the bill. Many weighty objeftions wetc 

'urged againft paffing fuch a law, as making our natural 
f nemies acquainted with our coaflS;^ harbours, docks, and 



f ^24 tp IQ^4 



lirfenalf, 



vIcmW BdUd^H if ^^ 'ftould b« Ibrcal kUo t wur -nitli 

tilh brtucjm of iIm H<I^ ^f BouAon^ fiich of theA^ 

■jeas fff France aod Sfm cm wouU then be w out icrvioe» 

j»eA quit it ufWi |>mo of beii^ deemed \trai«of«» wluah 

weiitd occifieo M iAospdiAte lediidiOA of owr ft|«Rgth» and 

'MMdejr^f^ fup^If io oor enemies, by fucof&mg chem wMi 

.ti^iMd: >amen and ikilfil^l oHvigai^rs. Th» defbaakie 

oondwft^ whicti oaI)^ tbe neceffitous cooditton toio 

tvhich 'we were f edis^» codld be «r^ as M <eteufe ffr, 

; wa« pa/ibftkaUy iaaoieated. Fofei(ocfa, klr^ fiM» bariN 

,fK>ie our 9riimp# man oar ifl^et», taise charge df our oataft 

• impoftttnt tdrtreffes in Europe, figjhtoar bftttks ui ^Aierica; 

• tiur. Gomtnerce *i» to be carried on witb foreigoei^b Thva 
are we rendered tbe flUdft defj^icaUe-aAtioli in E«fdpe, fioea 

. Wtfig beetle but a lev years ago, tUe «ftoft pobtaM aa4 
.je%itfiable# 

Tbe dqclinirg health of .<he Eari of Chaliam prevented 
Km from taking any a£tive part during this feffion, fo that 
^1% ^ppofitioni to the meafiiiiies of govemnmit tn the Hbufe 

.of Lords waschiefty aiaintained by the Di*ke$:of Ridbi«ibii#^ 
BAanebe^r ^d Grafion, the Marquis of Rockingham^ and 
Ike Earl of Shelburtae. In tbeHoiife of Comiii0n0,Mr.Biirke, 
Lord John CaveadiAi, Sir G. Saville, Mr. Hartley, Mr. 
D&Hiaii^tf Governor johfiilone, Mr. Charles Fox, Cdonel 

. ]Karr«, Mr. Tboenas Tofwn&eod, and Mr. Temple Luttrel, 
wefeibe moft confpiciiotts'for the attempts which they fofa^e 

> cither tootverturn the tneafares of adaiiniftration, by pro- 

M|po&og a contrary plan of condod, or pointing out themf. 
chievotts confequence^ refulting from the prefeat fyftcn, 
Ja purfaing tbefe views, the enormous expences which 

^were incurred, and which were daily incteafing in a com* 
pound ratio, were defcanted upon. The ftate of our navy 
in time$ fo critical^ was defi^ibefd as particularly alarming, 

and 



(mi 

«4 ^ akafeg in that ttpmsunaot wxm ii^Cecli^M 
gteat acrioiooy: ol cinfare. Tii0 koAile df^gnt q£ £» 
and Spaia wen pfcdiAci:. ftflranlKr of cIm Ht^boiCom^ 
nicMift * eiiileafaMimd to call the attention of PaxlkmeMt^ 
the gnat naval prepatatiOBS which wece making ia the porta. 
of both kiagdoBia^ and to. A« ^dd«lioaal fiorce which hoA' 
keen iknt feom the foimer to her W«ft-IndU iflanda. Ho 
jAsdy I^ not the French, miniftry chan^ i h aat iho. 
Queen of, France thought to have great influence in the 
now ariaegement ? Who it her gffa^ feieod i MonC Choi«i 
ftttlr Who is the avowed eneniy of this countij ? MoolL 
ChoifiMil i Who is the lover of wv l Monf. CbmktiL 



The merdiaot^, who bad fufiened feverely by the peQl»*, 
bitory ads, which cut off their commerce with AfQerka» 
now faw large cargoes (hipped for that continent by a nc«r 
fet of men, who obtained licences from the admiralty board, 
for the purpofe of Aipplying his Majcfty's forces wjth ftores^' 
grovifions and neceflaries : under which deno9iiaatioi)y all 
forts of merchsuidize bad been fonttp Americay.The abtifo- 
of thU privilege was pointed out in both Hou%ii» and facia 
froofs adduced as .tended toreflrifi i^ in futimj^ 

The formidable power which was deftined to s^ againft 
the Ainericans, occafioned a large tncreafe in the annual 
egcpoD^ce^ of the nation^ although many of^ the chaiges there* 
by incurred were it that time kept back from the public 
eye, and referved to fwell fofie furure accounts Th« 
whole amount of the fupplies was 99097,577/. (includiatg 
1,250,000 of Exchequer bills paid ofi, and deficients o£ 
the laft year, 538,920/.) which was 3^44^,753/* more 
tbai;i for the year 17 75* The means of providing (ot 

f G«nend Csnway« 
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iMA wtrcy £xiog the bnd-tax at four {fainui|;s ill thd 
pounds incfeafiog Exchequer bills to a mrllion aiid hal^ 
and borrowing two millions upon annuities and a lottery* 
The annual intercftof this funded debt amounted to 64',oooI« 
to-raife which, an additional tax of twenty (bilUxigs was laid^ 
en four-wheeled carriages, the produce of which was com-^ 
pitted at x7,oool. Five pounds per annum duty on ftage. 
coaches, computed at 2000h^ An additional fiamp of on^^ 
Ibilling upon all deeds or writitigs, eftimated at jo^oooK A' 
ftrnip of one half-penny on all news*paperswasezp^£ted to- 
yeld i8,oooL the number of news-papers printed laft year, 
being upwards of twelve millions.. A furthe^ duty of fix* 
pence a pack was laid on cards, and two (hillings and fix* 
pence on dice, which was eftimated to raife 6000]*^ Befides 

wbicb^ 

* Tlie lAaniier in ^bicli the national expencet are incurred^ and the 
teeans by which they are difcharged^ although deftltute of entertain* 
ilient to the general reader, are enquiries of great importance to the po. 
Vticah reafbner, to gratify whom, the annual accounts are dlgefted ia 
tttswerrk. The part ictihrs for 1^76 were as follow t 
Natt— »S^ooo feamen> .ordinary, building and repairing £4. 

^»P» ^- - - - - a,aa»,056 

Greenwich Hofpital - - - . 5,00a 

Towards the difcharge of the Navy Debt - . . 1,000,009 

Ordnance— Ordinaries, 249,6551. extraordinariei, 223,172!. 472,^27 



AR-MY— 20,752 men, includlngcvery expcnce i>5'35>705 
L6vy- money, for augnlentationof Britifli ind 

Iriffi forces for 177 & - - iP4fZ37 

Fire Hanoverian battal ion a of loot at Gibraltar ' 

and Minorca to Dec, 24, 1775 - - 9^^7(4 

Ditto for 1776 - . - 46,839 

Charge of a Regiment of Highlanders, confift- 

bg of two battalions ;* « ... -47,400 



3>699^83 



Charge 



%likih; a vote of crfdit was paifcd for another mllHoii', to- 
wards the dofe of the feffion, which ended on the 23d <tf 
May, l^^($. 

; The attention of the nation wasnowchaltenged tothepub^ 
lie ruin which would refult from the profecution of fuch niea^ 
fores. A gentleman highly efteemed for his probity, iearo« 
ipg and abilities ; whofe lucubrations had ever been diredled 
to the gcnerar benefit of mankind, and whofe reputation as 

a calculator flood very high, at this time came forward and dc- 

... * 



Charge of augmentation to his Majefty^s forces 

, to the^jid of 1775 

CheUea Hofpital ^ 

X2i394. Heflians for 1776 * « 

4,300 Brunfwickers' 

Regiment of Hanan - • t . 

Sixregimentft of foot from Ii^and » 

Extraordinartes for land ferrice 



a3,9ta 
i07,5i» 
3^1,888 

19^006^ 

I37>449 
845,165 



Miscellaneous Services — Including. 
''9244211. expences of, and lofs by coinage « 
Exchequer bills - - • » 

Deficiences on land, m<ilt> fund in 1758, coinage, 
' (74-75^0 and grants for 1775 

\ 

I 

The Ways and Means, wcr^ 
Land and maft - - • • 3,750^000 

The furplus in the finking fund to Jan. 5, 1776 17,869 
Ditto to April 5 ... 962,571 

Growing prodnce of the finking fund - 1,837,428 
Surplus, faving^, and American revenue - 3 9,36 & 

- 17,000 

- - - - 30,00* 

• - - 1,500,000 

• A • 2,000,000 



French Prize money 
Sale of ceded iflandt ~ 
New Exchequer billt 
Annuities and lottery 



<C-f»»s+*»i» 



" X4fi*49« 
'^350,000 

£-9»097»577' 



dared 
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Ifooi fto Am^ticmk^WM:^ Qe iAfiftni> that tb$ wedy^kHA 
wealth which could withftand the fliock of public oda^Htfr^ 
was the fpecie which refted in the Jdngdom^ all repre« 
fcftMi^ piper lfcsd(h» Wb«a biougkl tp fet Ibvcre a teft> 
w»M v«i^ as a phaploou Thid popubic writer tMtsiM 
%iUli gi;wt feecdom tJue cicdit of tlte Bank of £i]giaod».|pi:o» 
•otiBced it to he precarious, ftooi thft v^ft loana which if 
kad advanced to government ; for Ihauld de&ienccs m dMi 
seveoiiC bsiag govecnment under a/ dificulties^ all thofe 
ftcuritles Would lofe their value, in confequence of which, 
the Bank, government, all private and ^ubjfc credit, would 
fell together*^ This pamphlet was circulated through the 
Bation with prodigious induftry : it ^as tranllated into 
Dutch, and lerved to intinudate the wary. Holland^ fronoi 
trufiing his property on the fecurity df an apipfopriatod re<* 
venue, which might fail, and a iieking fund conftantly ap^ 
plied to the yearly expences. Even a Prince of the blood 

* Ii> ^fcertaimng tbf credu of this acciimttla|ing cotniN»y» th^t p^^cn«i^ 
tiiil iprijn|^ of its wealth/ tbe loana mgde to private perfSbQ& on p«i^bti^ 
6curity» ought to be takf&intp dvea£CoiiAt> being made wi^tont »q]L 
4i'aiik of thacompany^s cafli^ iucb funis, being coamonly iffu^ in ^ir 
mvm notes. It is true^ the profits arifing from this> and every other Itt-^ 
cfative bofinefs, is divided among the propri^ors^ but in ^atever^ 
tranfa^lLon the company is a partly the increafe of its paper beconies 4 
fcon&quenceji and in that proportion the amoiuit of itt cafh mti.ft increale« 
^he univexfal confidence which is placed in this grand reiervoir of (pecie, 
eaufts perhaps mere thanHfifty millions in Bank notes to belA-COQilant 
circulations It may be added> that tho^Iofles wl^icb individuals muft 
fiiffer in poiTeffing fuch a perifliable kind of wealth. Is. not t«o trivial t0 
be dwelt upo»> when the profits accruiirg to the company ane (poken Q& 
ts it may fairly be eftunated at a veiy capital annual (ms9j| g t^ hff t gh 9ei%^ 
•B tncideotal advantage* 
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paH the author a very partlctrfartromplimentt. This prtfg- 
i^oftic of a mortal difeafe having feized the national credi.t> 
greatly engaged the pubHc atterrtion, yet no general panic 
or diftruft was difFtiFed : both the printiples laid down, a*nd 
the reafoning founded thereon,' underwent eveiy mode of 
attack ; the friends of government cenfured them as unwar- 
rantable and feditious, and the monied intereft )bxpIoded 
them as itl-founded. - Afcer a fhort ferment^ tHe nation Ve*; 
pofed itfelf in its former fecurity. 



c HA P. m. 

Superiwr Jldvantagei enjoyed by the Americans abinu any other 
People retorded in Hiftory-^Opinions cmcerning their Cha^ 
ro&er as a brave Peopte'^'CaUfiS wbieh operated againji their 
btcttming difciplined Seller S'-^Exptdition againft ^ebet^^ 
Death ^f Montgomery — Evacieation of Bojfon by General 
Hotute^^Siate of Affairs in yirginia^-'-Unfuccefsful Attack on 
Charleflown'^Deeilaration of Independence by the American 
. Congrefs-^Form of Govefnment eflahlijhed in the netjf States 
^^What ought to t^xve been the Plan of Condu^fhr Great 
Britain in reducing America to Obedience — The Hottfes arrive 
at Staten IJland with a Fleet and Army — Their Overturerfor 
rej^ring Peace prove ineffeSlual — Reduction of Long Ifiand 
"^Tork Ijland-^and Rhode Ifland-^The Jerfeys fubdued^ and 

* The Duke of Cumberland foeing Dr* Price' in an anti>«hamber of 
the Houfe of Lords, e^prefled his approbation of tbe Treatife which be 
liad juft then publiflied« adding^ that, he had fat up fo late the night before 
to read it, that it had almofi blinded him. Mr. Dunning) who hap^ 
pened to be^near, obferved, he was forry his Ro]fal Highnefs (hould be 
afR;6bd in fuch a manner by a work which had opened the eyes of the 
iprcatsft part 6f the nation. * 
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ihi Campaign UrminaUd — JR/maris^ en General Hm^i 
Conduct — If^ajhington furprtfes Trenten^ and- retrieves the 
Fate ofAmirica-^FrankUn negotiates at the Court of Franee 
--^His Chara^ier'^Depredations on the Britijb Commerce"^. 
Naval Preparations on the Parts of France and Spain-^ 
Meeting of Parliament^ Gr^at Debates' on the King's Speech 
•^JSls pajfed refpeSiing America — Charges brought of va^ 
rieus Abufes in theF,xpenditure of public Money^^Demands 
• made by the Landgrave of HeJJi-^Difcharge of the Debts on 
the CivilLiflj and Augmentation of the Revenue^^Tranfa^ions 
en the Coromandel Coaji^ and the Imprifonment and Death of 
Lord Pigot-^Supplies for the Year ijjj— State of the War 
in Americd'^Different VievfsoJ the Cokmander in Chief and 
the American Secretary — Operations in Penhfylvania — Pro^ 
feedings of the northern Army under General Bur^oyne'^Ti'^ 
eonderoga taken-^ Advancement of the Army towards Albany 
Capitulation at Saratoga — Rejignation of Sir William Howe- 
"^Lord Chatham's Speech on the meeting of ParUament'-^Sub^ 
fcription for the American Prifoners — Regiments raifed by 
private Contribution --Lard North's Conciliatory Bills-^Royal 
Meffage on the French Declaration^^ Attempts toprecure a Free 
Trade for Ireland — Bill for the Relief of Roman Catholici'^ 
Enquiries in both Houfes into the State of the Natiot^^'^ -> 
Death of the Earl of Chatham^-^His Chara&er — Budget 

*^SeJJion clofed. 

• 

THE Brltifli dominions in Korth Anierica had bhherto 
enjoyed fuch pure and unmixed advantages, as no 
people wbom hiftory hands down to us, had ever been 
bleiTed with : no age of barbaiifm involved in obfcurity and 
ignorance the early period of their exigence. Arts atid 
fci^ncei li^ei'e cultivated *ere their woods were cleared; their 
minds were enlarged without their manners being depraved. 
Tlie foflering hand of Great Britain nurfed the rifing genii^g 

of 
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'•f t6e Colonics; and an immenfe expanfe of country taught 
them to contemplate on futurity with exultation*. Their 
towns had been built far from the din of war i their people 
.bad multiplied amidft the bldlSngs of peace.; their fituation 
and employments rendered them robuft and ehterprizing 
without becoming fanguinary. The inroads of the In- 

* A late publication^ attributed to the AbbeRaynalf, (which ii^deed 
poiTefles all his animation and itrong fenle, but is remarka\}ly inaccurate as 
to fa£ls^ and fomewhat extravagant in ientiment) fuppofes that the Pro* 
vinces in North America are not capable of fupjiorting more than ten 
millions of inhabitants, ami that the exhimfhd lUte of the foi]> will, ia 
a ihort time^ render the lands now cultivated, of little value. But ii 
diere any thjngto bound their progrefs tp.the weftward f Does this 'write; 
make no account of the immenfe tra£): of country about the Eve greal^ 
Jakes ? Are the Banks of the MiiSSfippi to be for ever unoccupied, and 
only occaiionaliy vifited by parties or Indians, whofe numbers are ev^ry. 
yearieffening*, by the Vices they have irqbibed from their intercourse v^ita 
Europeans } Can aiiy phyiical reafon be afligned^^ why all the lands to 
the veftward of the Alligany mountaiai fliould not, in fome diftsnt pe» 
Tiod of time;- become as populous, as Switzerland^ Auftria> or Germany ? 
The tendency of the ea^th to fterility in that country is a falfe affumption. 
Nearly the whole province «f Connecticut, at this day^ coniifts of rich 
land, and though the fnow is in general th^ only manure, yields fuc&, 
abundance^ that the inhabitants fend o\it of the Province as much corrf> 
and other proyiirons, as are confumed in itj. That the iand in many 
places has been worn oiit by exceiiive ufe, and a total ignorance of th^ 
arts of huibandry by which its genial qualities are preferved, it acknow« 
ledged. In the year 1756 it was th^ practice of the farmers about Al* 
bany, when the river was frozen, todepofit their dung on the ice, to be 
carried away by the iiream on the return of fpring. The £ngll(h of^ 
ficers in the laft war, firft taught the Americans the value of this compoft 
to enrich the land ; afid, there is no doubt as the luxuriance of nature 
abates, a more ikilful method oi cultivation will reftore the powers of 
vegetation. 

•f- The Revolution of Americat 

} General Hiflory of Conne^iicut^ juft publiihed, p. 24.3, 244. 

R 2 dUnSy 
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iiins^ thofe Aberighies, whofe pofieffion^ the;^ 6atf, m moll 
jhftancesy rather feized upon than honourably purcbafed, 
were ccHifined to their back fettlements, and ferved tp keep^ 
them attentive without endangering the general fafety. The 
ipprehenfions from the encroachments of the French, Were 
drPpelled f6on after they had been ferioufly formed, and the 
fortunate termination of that four years confliA, ferved ta 
teach them ta value a fecurky which thereby became pef- 
manent,' 

CivH commotions and inteftine wars have ftained witb 
blood every kingdom and date, both in anclentand m<5d<frft 
times ;, the Americans were not to txptR an exemption 
from the common lot of humanity, and the time was iid# 
arrived, when the horrors and defolations of war wer€ to 
)>e fpread over a country in wbich the banAtrs of an> enemy 
had never before been fpread* 

Very unfavourable ideas were formed by th^ BrTtidi mi^ 
niftry concerning the martiar difpofition of the Americans^ 
and the fuppofltion that they would make any firm re- 
^ftance ag;iiiiift the force which was preparing te be fent 
Bgainft thicm, was ridiculed asabfiird. In the Houfeof Peersy 
tfte firft Lord of the Admiralty fyokt with great contempt 
df American ^ourage^ and fupported his afiertiohs^ 6y prb* 
duclr^g the authority of a Eritifli Admiral^ whofe reputation- 
was very high, although be died in the prime of life. This 
commander f had enteruined a bad opinion, of the Ame* 
ricans as foldiers, from the expedition which he commanded 
Irt 1745 againft Cape Breton, the land forces of which con-*' 
fifted of American volunteers. In the Houfe of Commons 
the fame language was ufed by military men^ whohad ferved 

+ Sir Peter Wanien. 
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on that continent in tjbe laft war. J'he difppfition and 
habits of the Aoiericans were certainly little fuited to the 
aAifterity of European diCcipline. * The difputear which fre* 
4)uently broke out between neighbouring Colonies^ had no 
tendency to roafe them to arms, and they had no ambitious 
.and xisil Princes, as in Europe, to infpire the people with 
jft paiSon for military glory, to ftrengthen their native 
courage; and to give fplendor to the profeffioh of arms. 
Americans had not yet til^d at Americans, and It was 
never thought neceflary for their militia to be fo trained as 
to compofe a firm body of infantry, a£tuated by one genial 
mechanical principle, and acquiring force by the uniformity 
of every movement, in which coirfifts the real ftrength of 
every kingdom in Europe; notwithftanding this, the fir ft 
fnterprize which they undertook, was daring 9nd hai^ardous 
iti the extreme; 

This was no lefs tlian an atunipt to reduce Canada : for 
which purpofe two diflin£t armies penetrate^ by different 
routs. The largeft body, which confifted of 2000 men, 
j(vas commanded by General Montgomery, a native of Ireland, 
who in the laft war held a Captain's commiiBoh in General 
Monckton's regiment of foot, which bore a diftinguilhed 
part in Wolfe^s glorious campaign againft Quebec. At! the 
conclufion of the war, Montgomery quitted the army, fet- 
tled at New- York, married a lady of tbecountry, and be- 
came an adopted American. That .an Iridiman, who had 
ferved as a ^ritlfii officer, (hould head an army of PrcM- 
Vincials, and be the firft to wage an offenfive war againft 
fhe BritiOi government, is a very remarkable fad. Had he 
fucceeded in his enterprize, he woviid certainly have ftruck 
(uch a deciflve ftroke, as would have rivalled the fame of 
jthe moft renowned commanders. Early in the month of 
Ihfovejonber^ ^77jf' ^^ embarked bi^ army on LakcCham- 

• JR 3 plain. 
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plaiOy and proceeded againft the fprtreCs of St. John'59 
fituateJ on the river Sorel, which he reduced, and made 
the whole garrifon, confiding of 500 regulars and 200 Ca* 
Xiadtan volunteers, prifoners of war, with Major Prefton, 
who commanded. The poffeflion of this place opened to 
him a paiTage to the St. Laurence, which he immediateljr 

* - ^ • , • ■ . * 

'croiTed, and appeared before Montreal, which Surrendered 
a few days after. 

Thefe rapid conquefts, made by a fmall number of new- 
.raif^d troops, cannot but be placed in contraft tp the ope^* 
rations of the BritiiOi army during the lafl war,^ when the 
Commancer in Chief thought it too dangerous an entefprize 
to attack the French at St. John's, although it was of the 
higheft importance to the fervice to render afTiftance to the 
army before Quebec, and no communication could be 
.opeped whilft that barrier was in the hands of the eneipy* 
The inflexible fpirit of the General in Canada, atoned 
for the cautious circumfpe£tion of his iupecior ofSeer : thie 
former pupchafed viftoryat the expeinceof his life, the' latter 
procured for himfelf the diftinguiOied^ title of conqueror of 
America, by reducing Montreal a twilvemonth after. " 

Whilft Montgomery was thus fucctfsful to the weftward, 
another army, compofed of iioo men, proceeded from* 
Bofton^, through a wild and trackleis country more to the 
eaftward, and after encountering a variety of hardihips ancl 
difirefTes, reached the heights of Levi, opposite to'iQuebec. 
Thefe troops were commanded by Colonel Benedifl ^Arnold, 
by birth an Englifliman, and bred a tradefman, but who(e 
zeal in the caufe of America had led him to take \jp th« 
prpfeifton of arms. The Canadians in general bad refufed 
to fight on either fide in the difpute, but they furnifiied 
Amdld with boats to tranfport bis troops acrofs the river. 
* ' •' ^' ^- •. .• • • Tht 
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The brave General Garteton was Governor of Canada, and 
•narrowly efcaped falling into the hands of Montgomery near 
Montreal ; but having reached Quebec, he took the moft 
efFe£bual meafur^s for the defence of that important capital, 
Montgomery, joined Arnold in the month of December, 
and loon found himfelf in a moft perilous iituation. At 
the head of new-raifed men, who had never experienced 
the hardlhips of a winter campaign, who were daily grow-*- 
ing weaker through ficknefs, and mutinouis through difcpn* 
tent. Pufiied on. by thefe increafing difHcuI ties, knowing 
the reduced flateof the garrlfon, and being well acquainted 
with the natvire of the works, the American Commander 
refolved to make a general aflault. He underftood, fays 
his panegyrift, thafmaxim of Folard, ** No obftacle^lhoald 
break our refolution, when there is but a moment between 
a bad fituation and a worfe*/' In a letter which he wrote to 
•a friend, he fays, ** I fliould be forry to. be reduced'to the 
necelSty of ftorming the town, bccaufe I know the melan- 
choly confequences, but every motive points it out too 
ifrongly to be paffed by. Fortune often baffles the mcfft 
fanguine expe£lations of poor mortals, I am not intoxicated, 
^ith the favours I have received at her hands, but t thinjc 
there is a fair profped of fuccefs.'- 



V 

On the laft day of the year 1775, Montgomery and 
Arnold led on the attack upon the town from diiFerent 
quarters ; they were received with great firmnefs, which 
feems to have difconcerted the afiallants, fothat thejrCoth- 
mander in Chief bei;ig ilUfupported by his men, was foon 
ilain. Arnold alfo received a wounfl in his leg,' vfhiph ob- 
liged him to be carried o|F. peneral Worfter, who then fuc- 
ceeded to the command, drew off his men, now reduced 
belov!^ a thoufand in number, and on the arrival of fome 
frigates from Europe, the invaders were driven out of Ca« 
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md^f and obliged to abandon jevery poft which they held* 
General Carleton, difdainixig to wage war with the dead, 
caufed Montgomery's body to be buried in Quebec with all 
the military faoDOurs due to a brave foldier, and even io 
the Britiih Houfe of Commons, a veteran * who bad fouglH 
.by his fide on that very ground, upon a more triumphant 
occafion, -paid a tribute of friendship to ^' bis brother of 
the war," 

Whilft on the part of Great Britain, every thing i;emaine4 
in aflate of ioafiivity, the Americans coUeded fiv&frigatqs 
under the command of one Hopkins, failed from theDela^* 
ware to the Bahama iflands, and ftized upon the artillery 
:and naval ftores which were there depofited, but the powder, 
.which would have been the moft valuable acquiHtion, had 
.been previoufly conveyed s|way. Letters of miirqiie.and 
^leprifal were now ilTued by tbe Province of Maf&cbufet'j 
^ay againft all Britifh (hips, and courts of Admiralty srexe 
cftablilhed for their trial and condemnation, which ea^ample 
Vaafoon foUowed by the other Colonies. 

All this time the Britiih army in Bofton fuffered an In* 
glorious blockade, reduced to groat extremities by the (cm 
verity of an American winter, and the fcarcity of fuel and 
frefli provifions ; it proved, however, a very fortunate cir-r 
4:uq[i|lafice, that the feafon was lefs rigorou3 than ufualf 9 

General 

f Colonel Barr^. 

^ Many haye been at a lof^ to account for the cold being more in- 
tpnfe in the northern parts ot the Wefkexn hemi%here, than in European 
fccuhtries under the fame degtee of ktitode | but when it is confidered^ 
that whiift the Herctaian fdreft ovftrfludowed a great part of QermaEiiy 
•and Poland) Eyrope wa$ much colder ^n k is at prefent $ ' the oan^ of 
^heTupedcrcoldneisof Aiiierica, will be found to be the vaft quantity of 
yifjQO^ Whicl^ overr|>read9 tfie country, ^^ yf\Acl^ bptb f olk^^ yapours, 



\ 
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General Ga^e ixfigned the commztii to Geoeral How^e^ 
and the Americas being fumiihed with eannda and fi^or* 
Urs from the tranfports which they h^d taken, ,er,e£led 
works on Dorcihefter neck, which commanded the town 
of Bofton to the foutbward, in the fame mai^ner as 
Bunker's^hill to the north. All attempts to, diilodgje 
the enemy from thefe heights proved inefFe£lual, and th^ 
town was ]at length evacuated on the 17th qf March, ijj^* 
It had never been the deftgn of the Comn^nder in Chief tQ 
open the t\tjit caoiipaign from Bpfton ',. and in the beginning 
of the winter .an order wa3 received fr^ the Secretary of 
State for America, to abandon the town, and to remove thf 
army to New York* The late arrival of this order, toge* 
llier with the want of tranfports, pc^vented «tbis evaluation 
faking place fooner: 6000 rank and file, and.909iU^,.^nr 
barked, and proceeded to Halifax ; but coofiderabl.e quan- 
tities of linen and woollen mercbandij^es were Icfft in th^ 
town, which received no injury from the troops 1 wbilft, oa 
the other hand, Wafliington, with bis army continued n 
calm fpe£lator of the tranfa£lion, and made no attempt to 
noleft the troops, although they were muphjBxpofed to hiy 
attacks wbilft embarking, 

A number of A.mericans, amqunting to about 150O} ac^ 
f(Qfnpanied General Howe to Haljfax ; but Congrefs iflued 

an order, that the effe£U Qf all faph t^Q\\ld be confifcated 

Mfid exdudf » from the earth the rays of (he fun. Whenever ^^ morafles 
PjaII bedrs^in^j ^he wop4f ckaredi and the foil c^y^tipd^ . th^ air wil| 
become inofc temperate. 

C^ad9> at this dajr> fays. Mr. Qil^J^oR, is an ekaft p^ureof ancieDt 
Genpaay. Although |&tuat(id in the fame p^lel iyi|h the BneA Pro- 
viflcei of France an^ England^ that country esfperiencn the jK^pft rigorous 
^old. The great river St. Laurence is regularJy frosen, in a feafon when 
fht waters of the Seine and the Thanies are.ufually free (isoa H«*^?v 
Pfciine rftbt Rompm Em^ire^ Volt I, p^ %6%f 
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and fold, the produce of which ihould be applied to tb^ 
public fcrvice. Thofe who ftaid behind that were attached 
to the royal caufe, and had taken an z&'tye part againft 
their* countrymen in arm?, were brought to trial, as ene- 
mies to their country, and fuch as were found guilty fuf- 
fered a like confifcation. 

A tranfport veflcl having Lieutenant Colonel Cambel, 
and about 500 Highland troops on board, foon after failed ' 
into Bofton, not apprized of its being in poiTeffion of the 
Americans. Several other vefiets fell into the fame 
fnare. 






In Virginia, Lord Dunmore having publiflied a procla- 
mation, declaring all negi'o flaves in the Colony to be free, 
the meafurc fpread fuch a general abhorrence, that the 
Governor was obliged to retire ion board the ibips of war 
which lay in James river, and after burping the towns of 
Norfolk and |Portfmouch, retreated to Flori^la, 

A fquadron, commanded by Sir Peter Parker, had failed 
from Portfmouth the latter end of the year *, for the re- 
du£tion of Cbarleftown in South Carolina. At Halifax 
he took on board a body of troops under the comnnand of 
General Clinton. This force arrived oS Gape Fear the 
beginning of May, and a month afterwards the ibips 
anchored before Cbarleftown- bar. A firong force was 

• The Earl of Comwallis wa« fecond in command on this expedi- 
tion. That noblem n, when the' repeal of the ftamp aft tc>pk place, 
propofed in a committee of the Hcufe of Lords, fuch an amendment to 
the preamble of the a£t> as went to renounce the tight of Great Britain 
to impof^ ta^es on America, notwithftafiding which, his dread of the 
Imputation of backwardnefs ih his military profeffion, led him to fa* 
crtfice his political opinions, ai^d draw his fword in a cauie which he 
had declared to be. unjuft, 

coUe{)t^4 
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^ollefled to defend this important poft, and Corigrefs cn^» 
trliffed the command to General Lee, an Englifh officer, 
who had fought with honour in Portugal, where he com* 
mahded a regiment, and afled under Brigadier General 
Burgoyne. ftis enthufiafm in the American cauTe led hiin 
to throw up his conimiflion, abandon hi$ native country^ 
and enter into the fervice of the revolted ftates. 

Much time was loft iii getting the (hips over the bar, fo 
that it was not till the 28th of Jiine, 1776, that the attack 
y^2LS made upon the fort, when a defperate acSion chfued 
which was fupported for ten hours, in which the fliips were 
very roughly handled, and a dreadful jQaughter was made 
of the men. Never did Britim valour (hirife more confpi- 
"ciioofly. The troops were landed with a defign to attack 
the American lines on the land fide ; but being obliged to 
pafs a ftream which was generally fordable, but then ha4 
nfen fo high as to be impallable, but by means of boats* 
whiqh conveyance not bding at liand, the troops did not 
advance^ whereby they efcaped an ambufcadeand maiked 
f)atteries, which were formed to cut them off. 



Hitherto therefolutionsof Congrefshad been pafled with 

a bbafted unanimity ; but a ftep was now taken whicl^ 

^greatly divided the Americans in opinion, and ferved to 

introduce difcord and diiTention among them. This wa$ 

tbe declaration of independence madie by the Congrefs on 

the 4th of July, 1776. State neceffity, which has been fo 

often pleaded in defence of meaCures repugnant to th^ 

f ftabliflted forms of government, and to the general fenfc 

of a people, \;vas urged on this occafion; Great Britain, 

jay they, has hired foreign mercenaries to reduce lis to a 

ilate of unconditional fubmiffion : we are therefore com- 

pelled to renounce our allegiance to her s^s a preparatory 

fiej> to our obtaining fuccour from foreign powers; for 

Wbili^ 



ly^Uft we ccmatn fubordinate Colonics, it would be 9> foli- 
rifm in politic? for any European ftate to Uague with us. 
We do not break the connexion, it is already broken and 
Jillblved i and thus abandoned,- all laws^ hiiman and di- 
vine, not only permit, but demand of us, to provi4e 
«very internal and ejfLternal ijntraDs fpro^r own ft^kiw 
vation«, 

We are told by an A(ner|can refugee *, that when the 
igueftion concerning the independence of America was pitjt 
in Cpngrefe^ the Colonies were equally divided, (iJi^ againft 
.fix. The delegates of Pennfylyania being alfo divided, that 
jColony gave no vote f, which occafloned this aflfefDbly to 
))ie adjourned until the next day, when one of the dele?- 
ea^tes;^* ^!^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^V before oppofed the ipeafure, rcr 
jt^aded bif .opinion, and gav^ ||>p f aftixig votp Jf^r indcpcndr 

' The Congrefs then iflUed a declaration, in whiqh thejr 
^ffigned reafons for their withdrawing .^heir >ailegiancc from 
the King of Great Qritain^ In this paper they difcard 
that conftitutional language, in which complaints are ever 
j^xpreiTcd by Brjtj(h,fubje^s, and dire^ all their, changes in 
unqualified tei;flas agaipft the (|h WHP itfelf. Tb^y no Iqpg^ 
complainef} of a fritiih parli^^n^^nt, or a Brit;i(h m\ni^Tj^ 
j)ut of a Britifli JCing. l^he declaration of ip^epen^ence 
W^9 fpon followed by articles of c:<)(^fed|eratiOfi^ndperpetif.4 
union between tl^e dates of America, by which the^p^%l 
^pngrefs ot)taif>ed tbepojver pf rejgiilating ^11 m^tter$ relaT 

f Mr. Galloway* 

•}• The Colony of Pennfylvania Cent feven delegate? to the firft Con- 
grefs, but the number de^utec) mutt iuvp been afterwards altered to 
occafion this equality, 

X Mr. Dickenfon, 

4iv« 
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iivt to politics and war, but b%d no controut o^ef t&e 
Provincial aflemblies in their reguratiohs of tbe internal 
government of the feveral Provinces. Hereby the Ameri« 
fcahs engaged to yield an impticit obedience to'thie mandate^ . 
of fi^y or fixty men, froth whofe cFecrees there lay no ap-» 
peal i but in ibdne nieafure td check t6is aiitliority, every 
ilate had the power of recalling at any time its delegates^ 
or any one of them, and of fending others in their room 9 
and a general ele£{ioii was to be made annually in the month 
of Koveitiber. 
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A council df flate Was aiHb fdnhed from tlie tnimhtn 
which compofed the Cbngrt^ $ to confift of bhe fdr^aclii 
of the ilates, who was to be annually nominited by the oihet 
delegates of his rcfpcSive ftate. This body Wai itn^eftiei 
with various powers^ for carrying into iSeO, fuch ifetefdre/^ 
as 0iould be from time to time refolved upon in Cdh^refs ^ 
it was defigncd to be the e^cutive part bf government^ 
when that aflembly was not fitting, and ^as eritrufied with 
the expertditure of the monies voted b)r the general affembly 
of the ftates fOr the public iervice. 

The re)u£tance which the Americani in general flieweS 
^to the a£t of fevering themfelves for ever from their iiiothec 
country, fecms to point out, skat the fending of foreign 
troops to that continent to recover the people tb obedience^ 
was the fole c^ufe which j^rodticed thid difmemberment of 
tht empire. Had the whole force of Great^Britain been 
exet-ted on its proper element, had every nerve beeiifirained 
to equip and man a formidable fleet, and had thi operations 
of the war in its com ihenccment been purely niantime^ 
had the ports of that continent been blocked up, and all 
intercourse with foreign ftates effedaally cut oSv ^^ flibuld 
not havis heard of American independence^ ^nd the deHigna 
of France' to reduce the coofequenee of thU country, by 

aiding 
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aiidiflj^ ttie /evoUed Colonies, would have been baffled almoft' 
as Toon as fornned. An effectual force at fea, in the full 
vigopr of operation^ was the only terror which could intU 
midate that reftlefs rival. The, amphibious Americans, 
tnclofed within the confines of their lands, might have be- 
come tractable. Abounding in wants, which they were 
finable From within themfelves to fupply, they would have 
fuffered humiOating inconveniencies, but would have been 
exempted from thoie miferies which an hoftlle army is dif- 
jpofed" to infliA, and which inevitably drives a people to 
defperation. But the notion that the Americans were to 
be dragooned into unconditional fuljmiilion was yet preva- 
Jent, although difproved by repeated, expeHnients* Hence 
» ruinous, land war was to be maintained in another hemi- 
fphere, where the face of the country every where rendered 
vidorics ineffeftual. It muft be owned, that it required 
an uncon^mon (hare of fagacity in a monarch, to decide 
Vor himfeif, hqw hq ought to a£l in fo embarrafling a fitua- 
tion, and.as great a (hare of firmnefs as wifdom, to carry 
the proper pUn into execution. In the Briii(h cabinet^ 
every meafure is viewed with approbation or diftafte, in 
proportion to the number of friends which it will (crvc. 
No minlfter would have (uggefted a merely naval blockade, 
t)r perhaps have cheerfully concurred in efFeded it. Such ii 
plan of condu£t would have tended to6 mtich to caufe the 
j>ubiic good to preponderate^ over private gain. A preda- 
'tory war was calculated to enrich thoufands j a war of po((s 
was utterly unfavourable to . the acquiring of private for- 
tunes ; beftdes which^ it did not poiTefs thzt eclat which 
gratijks a high fpitited nation j but it was the only cbndu6l 
by which its interefts could be eiFedually ferved; 

A^niiral. Lord Howe was appointed to the command 
of tfaeBeet, which was deftined, to co-'Operate with thearmjr 
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agaiifft the Colonie?. A great number of the youog'nobl- 
licy and gentry feized this opportunity of initiating them-^ 
^Jfelves in the art military, by fervingas officers or volunteers. 
In the mean time the army under Gen. Howe fuf^erf^d great 
inconveniencies and bardibips at, Halifax; and the fummer 
being advanced, the General determined to proceed lo New 
York, and there wait the arrival of his brother with, thc^ 
troops from Europe. He appeared oiF Sandy Hook^the day 
before the declaration of independence was palTed ia Con** 
grefs, and landed on Staten Ifland withoqt oppoiition«. Lord 
Howe arrived on the 14th of July, lyjt), when the com« 
l>ined army confided of 20,121 rank and file^ of which 
1,677 ^^^^ fick*. 

The Genera] and Admiral havfng been appointed com- 
miifioners f for reftoring peace to the Colonies under the late 
a£t of parliament, and fo^r granting pardons, before tfaejr 
entered upon allien fent flags on fhore, accompanied with 
letters to the late governors of the Colonies, acquainting 
them with the civil and military powers with which they 
were furniflied, and defiring that a declaration, which was 
at the fame time fent, might be publifhed as generally as 
poffible : but the(e endeavours to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion had no efFedi. A letter was alfo fent by the fame con« 
ve'yance to Mr. Wafliington ; but as the fupeifcripiion did 
not addr«f& him by the title and in theform due to th^ rank 
which he held under the Congrefs, he refufed to receive 
it. A letter from Lord Howe to Dr. Franklin was 
received and anfweied. The hoftile force which was now 

♦ Mr. Galloway aflei-ts^ that General Howe's force was 4.0,874. Let- 
ters to a NohleMan, page 35. The General dared not mirrepiefent fuch 
a fa^ to the Houfe of Commons^ the writer ought not to hav<J done it 
to the public. The difference of lome thou&nds, however, is made, by 
calculating the force, in one inftance before, and in the otheo after, Ge» 
i{eral Clinion arrived. 

f The faiary paid to each CdhmiiHonerwai lOjK t vreek. 
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artired oii the coaft, had no efEtQ. in lowering the fkjU^ 
or abating the claims of the Americans. The offers of 
pardon uj^bii Aibmiffion, Franklin^ in his letter, rgefied 
ilfith fcorn } and the acknowledgment of Am'efitsin inde« 
p^fidence was made the only bails of reconciliation. ** Yet 
I kndw too Well," faid he, ** the abounding pride 
and deficient wifdom of your nation, to believfe fhe will 
ever take the ftcps neccffary to recover our regard. Heir 
fbndrieTs for conqueft as a warlike nation^ her luft of domi- 
i^ion'as an ambitious one, and her thirft for^a gainful mo- 
tiapiHy as h commercial one, (none of them legitimate 
<bmfe« of war) will all join to hide from her eyes, every 
view of her true intereft, and will continually goad her ott 
in ibefe ruinous diftant expeditions, fo deftrudlive both of 
lives and treafure, that they mbft prove as pernicious to her 
in die end, as the Croiiades formerly were to moft of the na« 
tions in Europe. I have not the vanity, my Lord, to think of 
iptimidating by thus predicting the events of the war, for I 
know it will i|i England have the fate of all my former prCi* 
di£tions^ not to be believed till the event (hall verify it.*' 

He concluded with faying, ^' Long did I endeavour, with 
unfeigned and unwearied zeal^ to preferve from breaking 
that fine and noble china vafe, the Britifli empire ; for I 
knoW) that being once broken, the feparate parts could not 
retain even their fliares of the ftrength and value that exifted 
in the whole; and that a perfe£l re- union of thefe part$ 
could fcarce ever be hoped for." — If this was arrogance, it, 
was the defedi of a great mind, which (hewed itfelf more 
difpofed to fpeak ftrongly the nearer 'dangers approached. 

The unfavourable reception given to the two brothers, at 
commiffioners, made it now necefiary for them to SiSt as 
commanders* Clinton and CornwaOis from South Carolina 

had 
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had joined the main arn^y with 3000 men. Yprk Ifland 
was too well fortified to invite the iirft attack. Lpnglfland^ 
although defended by 10,000 Americans, under Putnani, > 
being of much greater extent, was more aiTailable. The 
arnvy made good their landing on the fouth-weftlhorf, 011 
the 22d of Auguft, 1776, and a deciflve a£ljon was fought 
five days after at Bedford, when the Americans, unable ta 
withftand the valour and difcipline of their aflailants foon^ 
fled j nor did the condu£l of their General appear to more 
advantage than the. bravery of his troops, for the whole army, 
would have been cut oiF, had not their retreat to York 
Ifland' been fecured by works conftrudled on the heights of 
Brooklyn, opposite to New York, and their embarkation co- 
vered by a number of floating bactisries. One thoufand men 
were made prifoners, with the Generals Sullivan, Sterling, 
Adell, and ten other field officers ; two thoufand werq 
killed or wounded; whilft the combined army did not lofe 
more than three hundred and fifty men. The city of New 
York, and the whole 'ifland on which it .is fituatcd, after? 
wards furrendereJ. King's Bridge, the lad: place of 
firength which held out, was taken by afTault; and the 
garrifon, confiding of three thoufand. naen, was made 
prifoners of war *. Wafliington, with the main army, 
narrowly efcaped deftruftion on the White Plains. The 
Province of New Jerfcy becoming then the feat of war, 
the royal army drove their enemies before them to the banks 
of the Delaware, notw^thflanding General Lee reinforced 
the flying army with a body of four thoufand men. The 
Earl of Cornwallis, who commanded the troops moft for- 
'W^d in the purfuit, was unable to attack the rebels, 
through the fatigue which his own men had endured, and 
becaufe the whole of his corps had not joined him. This 
river was therefore crofted without any moleftation, and the 

• November i6» 1776. .» • 
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vicw^ of- tfrc Afherican General were iidw difefled to the • 
pfoteftioft of his mag2zine8 in Pennfylvania^ againft whic^ 
-he expeSed that General Howe's force would have been 
turned : but no boats could be procured to tranfport the^ 
troops ; and the month of December being far advanced, 
the army was cantoned over the Jerfeys, and the profecu-^ 
tton of the war to the fotrthwatd was referved for the en« 
fuing campaign. Four nfionths had been pafied in rery 
a£live fervice^ the fuccefs had been brilliant, and thie moil 
flattering profpeft prefent^d itfelf of tek-mrnating the war itt 
the courfe of the next year ; at leaft of fubduing everjf 
thing to the fouthward, but the unconquerable wili of th^ 
revolters.' In this iituation of affairs, fucb a hero as Frc-« 
derick III. would have created the means of tranfporting 
his victorious troops to the oppofite ihore, and would not 
have thought of repofe until he had cut the finews of the 
war, by becoming mafler of the magazines which were 
there depofited ; but iuch ardour is peculiar to commanders 
whofe intereft ftrongly incites them to give the moft fpeedf 
termination to a war. It is a precipitancy which a£ttzated 
neither a Ferdinand nor an Howe. No refleCli^rrs were 
at that time caft upon the General for not pufbing his con-» 
quefts fart^her, and his Sovereign fet his feal of approbatiott 
by creating him a Knight of the Bath*. The gallant 

• A writer ©f great name, a quarter of a centary ago, snakes the 
following remark : *' A man who iball go out of the common road of 
life in purfuit qf glory, and ferve the public at the expence of hU tsSk, 
his fortune, or his pleafure, would be Aarcd or laughed at in everj^ 
faihionable circle, as a (11 iy fellow, who preferred fhews to realities, an4 . 
needlefs toil to pleafurahle enjoyment. The laurel wreath, once alpired 
after as the higheft obje^l of ambition, would now be rated at the 
n^arket price of its materials, and derided as a three-penny crown, aa4 
if its modern fubftitutes the ribbon, or the coronet, be eagerly fought aftec^ 
it is not that they are regarded .as the diftinflions oiF public virtue, but 
as the eniigns of vanity and place/' Brrwn^s Mfimatip VvU /• SeB 4. 
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Carleton, who had purfued the Americans under the coni'* 
mand' of Arnold acrofs Lake Champlain, and taken or 
deftroyed all their veflels near Crownpoint, received the 
fame honorary diftin£lion. General Clinton at the head of 
fix thoufand men, with a fquadron commandtd by Sir Peter 
Parker, took pofleffion of Rhode Ifland, which, as it af«^ 
forded a fecure harbour, was a very valuable acquifition ; 
for wliich fervice he was likewile invetfed with a red rib- 
bon*. It might, however, be aflced, why this fquadron and 
detachment of troops did not rather fteer to the foutbward,, 
and by failing up the Delaware, facilitate the paflage of the 
main army into Pennfylvania, and fecure the poffcBion of 
Philadelphia ? The Congrefs, thinking that capital infecure^ 
had removed to York-Town, 



Before the clofe of the campaign, the Commander in 
Chief had written to the Atperican minifter the outlines of 
his p] ah of operation for the next campaign, with the force 
jequifite, in order, if poffible, to finilh the war in one year* 
He propofed, that ten thoufand men (hould ad on the fide 
of Rhode Ifland, and penetrate eaftward into the country 
towards Bdfton, leaving two thoufand for the defence of 
Rhode Ifland ; ten thoufand in the Province of New York^ 
to move up theNorth River to Albany ; five thoufand for 
the defence of York Ifland and its dependencies, eight thou- 
fand to cover Jerfcy, and to keep General Wafhington's 
army in check', by giving a jealoufy to Philadelphia, which^ 
4N well as Virginia,^ he propofed to attack in autumn. 
South Carolina and Georgia h6 propofed as objeds for win- 
ter. Bi|t to carry this plan into execution, he informed 
his lordlhip, that ten fhips of the line, and a reinforcement 
of fifteen thoufand rank and file would be abfolutely necef* 
fary, befides an additional battalion of artillery. Such a re- 
quifition at a time, when, in England, America was confi- 
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dcred as alnK^conquered, .was looked, upon as extravagant; 
but future experience juftified the calculatioOp and a moft 
ufiexpeSed event gave a new turn to the war* 

The inhabitants of New Jerfey fiiffiired fcverely frocQitbc 
unbridled licentioufnel^ of the troop?, particularly of the 
German auxiliaries : an attachment to the royal ca^fe^ was^ 
no proteAion againft thefe depredatiolas. In confequence 
of this crue) oppreffion, the minds of the natives wert 
alienated^ difcipline among the troops was fatally relaxed, 
and a dangerous fecurity prevailed «. Wa&ington avarled 
biYnfeif of this pofiure of affairs, and collecting 3000 men^ 
bis army having almoft deferred him, on Chriilmas^day,^ 
crofied the Delaware upon the ice, iind fui:prized Trenton, 
the moft weftward poft, which was occupied by about 
laooHeffians*^ ciommaTided by Colonel RhaU, to whom 
General Howe bad fent orders to bu^Id redoubts fgrthe bettei 
fecuritjf of fo imporunt a ftatien* Thefe orders bfi^ been 
neglected, and the Comoninder was apprized of the approach 
of thet enemy when opprefled with intoxication. In tbis 
fiate of imbecility he attempted to rally his troops and 
inarch them out to the attack, but m the firft onfec the 
American riflemen direded their ihot fo perfonally^ that 
moft of the officers fell, and among them Colonel Rhall, 
who, for his unfoldierly negligence paid the forfeit of his 
Kfe*. The troops, deprived of their officers, threw down 
their a|;ms, and furrendered prifoners of vvar. 

* The rcafon which General Hdwe kfligns for entrafting fuch an imV 
por'tant poft to foreigners, is, that the left wa» the poft of (he He/Hans ir 
tiie line, and had he changed i^t upon this occafioa, it lauftlltve been 
fcoitfidercd is a difgrace, iince the fafne fituation held in the tsmtonmentt 
as in the camp. Two of thefe battalions had ferved in Germany during 
the laft war with great credit^ and had given accent proofs of their 
braveiy*- 
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This ftrpke revived the drooping fpirifs of the Aincricans : 
another ariny was foon colie^ed, and all Weft Jerfey, to** 
gether with a conrideral>le part of the eafiern diftri£i, was 
recovered as rapidly as it hadbten loft. It feems, however^ 
Arange^ ttkat ^M the fortrefles in the country fttould be fo 
baftily abandolied, when fo large an army was at hand to 
aflift in keeping the poQeffion of them. The Commander 
in Chief has been roundly charged, with thrawtng sifitje the 
cares annexed to his important truft, and giving himfelf up 
to the blandilhmeAts of beauty and the fafcination of deep 
play. ' . , 

. Not fo were the intereft of the New States attended to; 
;Dr. Franklin had pafTed over into France, for the purpoft 
of forming an alliance with that kingdom, whofe fecret 
iiipport and aAtftance had at all times been reiuJeired. This 
fnan (who formerly for I'naRy years carried on the bufinefs 
of a printer at Philadelphia) may be confidered as the firft 
-fruits of American genius : and perhaps no man ever owed 
rmore to the time and place of his birth : had he been a native 
of London infteadof Bofton, and born intotheiame rank of 
focictyf , the world would probably nevfer ha»ve heard Ms 
name either as a philofopher or politician. Pent within 
-a populous city, his occupation would have been more labo- 
rious, and his incentives to cultivate fpeculative fcience^ 
would have been fupprcffed by every confideration of in* 
•iereft or ambition. He might have diftinguiifaed himfelf as 
an ingenious artift, but he would neither have formed an 
iiypothefis to account for the phoenomenon of the Aurora 
-BoreatUi nor have traced out the principles ^nd operations 
of the electrical fluid ; and what is much njore important^ 
he would never have become a powerful engine to (hake a 

. ^ His h£ktT was a talloW'^chaodlec 
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great empire, and to eredl a congeries of republics from its 
difmembered pares ; nor would he have had the appropriated 
diftindton of being the principal agent to introduce a new 
asra in the hiftory of mankind, which may prove as im- 
portant as any which have yet elapfed^ by propiring a le- 
giflative power to the weftern hemifphere. In this view be 
may be confidered as a greater enemy to England than even 
Philip II. or touis XIV. 

4 

His love of fcience marked his early years *; and^ as if 
no event of his life was deftined to be unimportant, even, 
an intrigue which caufed him to quit Bofton and fettle in 
Philadelphia, brought him into a wider fphere of afiion, 
and placed him in a more refpeflable fituation : he had, 
however, pafled the meridian of life, btefore he rendered 
himfelf confpicuous as a- pCfHtician. .-A^s his influence be- 
came extenfive, it was exerted to inculcate among the 
people the virtues of frugality, temperance, and induftry 5. 
and all his labours were direded to advance the eileatial in- 
terefts of humanity. He poflcffed the plainnefs of manner^, 
and precifion of thought, which charaflerized John de 
Witt, but he ever efcaped falling under any populv 
odium, either by being matter of fuperior addrefs, or afting 
• under more fortuitous contingencies than that devoted pa- 
triot. 

.. " I. 

Trammelled in no fyftem, he may be faid to be a philo- 
fo^r without the rules, a politician without adopting the 
Roman pandefis, and a ftatefman without having facrificed 
to the graces : poffcffing a diverfity of genius without a ver- 
fatility of temper. 

• T^cre are fome letter* now extant which he wrote to Sir Hans 
Sloanc, in the year 17*6, when he was onJy tweDty^>ne years of age. 

Such 
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Such waVtbem^) thoughtful, delib^rate^colkid^d,. and 
clrcumrpejiSliv^ ; who, when more than feveoty years of a^ge^ 
appeared at the court of Franqe, firfl, as an Agent, and 
afterwards as a Plenipotentiary, from the New American 
States. All ranks vied with each pther In paying their 
court to this hoary-beaded fage^ Among the fubjeds of ari 
abfolute monarch, it became fa(hioiiabIe to admire the 
fyirit of freedom, and the new member of the corps diplo- 
matique was complimented in an hyperbole of panegyric^. 
Public admiration is, however, no^proof of merit 3 t\fQ 
frivolous frequently obtain it when it is denied to the wife. 
jHis negotiations with the court of France required uncom- 
SQon abilities, and that he has fucceeded in the arduous 
work, proves, that during his long life^ he had practically 
iludied tb^ philolbphy of ma^t 

Whiljl the war was waging in the Jerfeys, Gongrefs fet 
on foot a Joan of five niillions for dollars, at four per cent, on « 
the faitfi of the United States ; the Americans, at the fame 
time, opened their ports to all foreign merchantibips^ and 
found their wants in fome degree relieved by the fupplies 
brought to this new market. Then it became evident, bow 
deilrudliye a ftep it had been to delude the nation by a rCf^ 
dudlion of the number of feapien. The American cruizers 
fwarmed iii the European feas, 'and our homeward bound 
Weft-Iodia ^lips fell a prey to th^fe vigilant enemies^ by 
whi^h the planters in the iflands, and the merchants at 
home, were alike involved in ruin, The lofles in mer- 
chandize and (hipping taken by the Americans, in the courfe 
of the year 1776, was computed to exceed a million ilerling, 
In the ports of §pain and France, the American privateers 
found fafety and affiftance, and their prizes vi^ere ther$ 

♦ The motto affixed to his buft at Paris, Is, J^rif>uit ^^lo fuknen^ 
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openly fold, until our Ambafladors at thofc courts rcmon- 
ftratcd agiinft fuch a conduft, after which thefc captures 
were difpofed of in a more fecret and guarded manner. In 
the French Weft-India iflands, the Americans were pub- 
licly countenanced, and even French (hips received Ame- 
rican commiffions, and with few, and fometimes with no 
' American feamen on board, made prey of the Britifli com- 
merce, infomuch that infurance on our homeward-bound 
Ibips was advanced to 23 per cent. 

In the midft of thefe commercial diftrefles, the manu- 
fafiures of England felt no dangerous ftagnation ;''for thofc 
nations which now fupplied the American markets, not 
being able from themfelves to furnifli the goods required, 
were obliged to feek a fupply from hence; and further, in 
fome degree, tp compcnfate for the lofs of our merchant 
(hips, the King's frigates captured a great number of 
American vefTels, both privateers and traders, which they 
carried into the ports of our Weft-India iflands, an'dl thereby, 
relieved the preiSng wants of the inhabitants. 

Our commerce being thus reiidered infecure, the Thames 
prefented the unufual and melancholy ftghtpf great numbers 
of foreign (hips, particularly French, taking in cargoes of 
Englifli commodities for various parts of Europe, the pro-i 
perty of our own merchants, who were thus reduced to feek 
that proteSIon under the colours of other nations, which 
the Britifli flag ufed to afford to all the world. 

The arfenals of France were filled with naval ftores, and 
in every port of the kingdom as vigorous exertions were 
made to fit out a formidable navy, as if a war was a£tually 
waging, whilft the finances of that kin^om were ent'ruft^d 
tp Mr, Necker, a native of Switzerland, and profeffing the 
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proteflant religion, but whofe abilities were fo confpicuous, 
as'to raife him to this diftinguiihed ftation, notwiihftanding 
every obftacle arifing from birth and prejudice. The war- 
like preparations in the kingdom of Spain, were alfo car- 
ried on with a dtrgrcc of fpirit unufual in that country. 
Thefe hoftile portents at length called forth the attention of 
fniniftry, and early in OQober, fixteen additional (hips of 
the line were put into commiffion, a bounty of five pounds 
tvas offered for every ablj-biodied feaman, and prefs warrants 
were iffued for the more effeftual manning of the fleet : an 
embargo was laid on the exportation of provifions from 
Great Britain or Ireland^ and a general faft appointed, 

4 

The Parliament aflcmbled on the 31ft of 0<Sober, 1776, 
Early in the fummer ten new peers had been created, who 
had been called up a few days before the clofe of the laft 
feflion ; three Barons had been advanced to Earldoms, and 
one to the dignity of a Vifcount, In Ireland, the peerage 
was augmented by the creation of eighteen new BarOns, 
beiides feveral promotions in point of rank. Since the year 
1766, no commoner had. been advanced to an Englifh peer* 
age ; but fo great an addition at one time had never before 
been made but in the year 1711, when twelve new peers 
were created on the^ fame day by Queen Anne. Such an 
exercife of the royal prerogative at that time, excited great 
clamour in the nation, as the deiign was evidently to obtiin 
a majority in the Houfe of Lords, which could not be fe-i 
cured without fuch an acceilion of numbers : but in the 
prefent inftance no fuch necefiity prompted to the beftowal 
of dignities, as decifive majorities had carried every mini- 
'fterial meafur^, thefe difiindions therefore rather excited 
furprize than alarm, for the nation was no longer apprcr, 
benfive of danger from the exercife of prerogative* 

H 



( *5« ) 

In tfao fpeech from the throne, the declaration of iode-. 
pehdence made by thg Colonies was faid to be caufed by the 
daring and defperate fpijrit of the leaders there, vrhofe objed 
had ever been dominion and power, and whereby the unr 
happy people had been deluded and-oppreffed ; that if their 
treafon was fuffered to take root, much mifchief muft grow 
from jt, to the fafety 6f the loyal Colonies, to the com* 
merce of thefe kingdoms, and to the fyftcm of Europe, His 

, Majefty, however, confidered it as one great advan? 
tage derived from the ohjtSt of the rebels being openly 
avowed^ that it would produce unanimity at hom^, founded 
on the general convi£lion of the juftice and neceffity of oiyir 
meafures* He fpoke of the recovery of Canada, and of the 
fuccefles at New- York, as giving the ftrongeft hopes of the 
moft decifive good copfequences, but notwithftanding fo 

' fair a profpe^, it was neceflary, at all events, to* prepare 
for another campaign. AfTurances of amity were faid tp 
continue to be received from the different powers of Europe^ 
but in the prefent fituation of affairs, it w^s expedient that 
the kingdom (hould be in a refpedlable ftate of defence. 
The fpeech concluded with faying, that no people ever en« 
joyed more happinefs, or lived under a milder government, 
than thofe revolted Provinces: the improvemeiits in every 
art of which they boafted, declared it. Their numbers^ 
their Wealth, their ftrength by fea and land, which they 
think fufficient to enable them to make head againft th^ 
whole power of the mother country, are irrefragable proofs 
of it. His Majefty declared, that his defire was to reftor^ 
to them the bleffings of law and liberty, equally enjoyed by 
every BritiSi fubjed, which they have fatally and defperately 
exchanged for all the calamities of war anjd the arbitrary tyii 
fanny of their chiefs^ , 

' Th8 
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The addrefs of thapks for the fpeccb, which was move4 
for in each Houfe, was much objedled to, and an aaijendment 
propofed : every part of the fpeech underwent free animad- 
verfion. It was faid, thlt the American leaders who go- 
verned the people with fo defpotic a rule, were plain men, 
invefted with no means of enforcing pbcdience, their eftates 
werei not larger than thofe of feveral private gentlemen ia 
every county in England, and it was afked, if it could be 
fuppofed that a people whoaredefcribed as violent republicans, 
fhould all at once have changed their nature, and refigned all 
their faculties of thinking, and powers of aflipg, to a few ob? 
icure defpots ? That unanimity at home (bould be prodttce4 
by this zS: of defperation in the American States, was 
treated as a vifionary expeSation. It was alked, what 
reafon is there now to expeA unanimity in fuch meafures aj 
have been uniformly produAive of all the mifchiefs which 
have been forefeen end predicted ? No prophecies were eyejr 
more accurately fulfilled ; and at the time when the Empire 
is difmembered, and America is loft for ever ; when foreigif 
war is iqnpending, the minifter flatters himfelf that unani- 
mity will prevail in profccuting the fame ruinous fyftem^ 
It was infifted, that no alternative now remained but re^ 
calling the . troops from America, repealing the reftri£live 
]aws laid on the Colonies, and complying with all that 
America had alked, pr to acknowledge her independence^ 
conclude a commercial and faedera] treaty pf union with, 
her, and endeavour to regain all that we can of thofe glo- 
rious advantages which in the high career of our pride, in- 
juftice and madnefs, we had fcattered abroad. A war with 
France and Spain was foretold to be at no great4iflance, if 
we fhould jperfift in coercive meafures towards Am^ica^ 
Grievous and painful as the lofs of America would be, it 
wa^ not however the upfliot of calamity. The queftion of 
the Americans being our friends, or bging in confirmed en- 
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riiity, and in compact with our natural enemies, went per* 
haps to that of our exiftence as a ftate. 

The minifierial members, on the other hand, defended 
each paflfageof the fpeech, as founded in truth, and breath- 
jng.fentiments of tender afie^^lion worthy the royal breaff. 
The amendment was objeiS^ed to as ill-timed ; the mifcon* 
iuSt of minifters, if fuch could be proved, was a fit fubjeQ: 
for parliamentary enquiry in the courfe of the feffion, but 
eught not to be entered upon when the bufinefs before the 
Houfe was merely to exprefs the affe£lion and loyalty of 
parliament to their Sovereign* Shall we, faid they, now re- 
fign all the benefits which we have derived from our Colo- 
hies, and thus furrender up all our fources of power and 
opulence, tamely fufFering ourfelves to be degraded from 
fhat rank which we now hold in the political fyftem of man- 
kind, or (ball we not rather compel our rebellious Colonics 
to yield us that obedience to which we are entitled ? It was 
faid, that the rapid fuccefles of the King's troops in America, 
gave the moft flattering encouragement to hope for a fpeedy 
and happy termination of the conteft, and that the next 
canvpaign would undoubtedly be conclufive, . In the Houfe 
6T Lords, one of the new created peers * treated the appre- 
henfion of foreign interference as a vain fear : it being re« 
poignant to the intereft of any European ftatc, to fee the 
Continent of Britifti America cre£l itfelf into an indepen- 
dent ftate ; fuch a revolution, he faid, would endanger all 
iheir pcfleflions in the Weft-Ihdks, and in the fou the/a 
Continent. The addrefs was carried in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, by 232 to 83 : in the Houfe of Lords, by 91 to 26. 
In the latter Houfe, the propofed amendment was entered 
as a proteft, and (igned by fourteen pecrsf • 

' • Lord Cadllft, the eldcft fon of the Earl of Butt. 
• f 'Richmond , .Devwiihirey .:Portland, Manchefter,,. Rockingham, 
Scarborough; King, Craven, Filzwilliam, Abingdon, DeFerrars, Ef- 
fingham, Abergavenny, and P^nfonby, 
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The ftropg fopport which government rcceiveil, iavingf 
now deprived oppofuion of every profpefl of being able to: 
cfFeft a change of oieafures, many naembers in both Houfe^ 
who had Combated the American war ii^ every ftagc of itd 
advanccpifinr, now regularly withdrew theinfelvea, when- 
ever any qiieftion which had that for its obje£b, was under 
the difcuJEon of Parliaments this conduft was firft adopted- 
when the refolutions were moved for the number of feamea 
and land-forces to fervc in the enfuing year, and an inftancci 
of a fimilar feceffion, in which Mr. Pitt was included, was 
given in the year 1738, after the ratification of the con* 
vention with Spain. It was then caufed by the pacific dif- 
pofition of the minifter towards Spain, to whi^h his op- 
pofers charged him with Acrificing the honour and intereft^ 
of the nation^ the oppofuion now, charged the minifter with 
having made the fame facrifice to a different propenfiry^ 
** There is no fuch thing/* faid the feceders, in apology 
for theirxondua, ^* as faving a people againft their will. 
The repeated and continual warnings which have beea 
given of the dangers refulting from thofe ruinous meafurea 
which were purfuing, and of the fatal precipice which muft 
terminate that mad career in which they Were blindly and 
defperately driven, havin,g had no effeft, to what purpofe 
is it any longer to withftand a force fo overbearing and 
refiftlcfs, upon which the weapons of reafon and argument 
can make no impreffion ?'' This condud, however, was 
not adhered to throughout the feffion. 

The only bills that were pafied during this feffion of Parlia- 
ment" refpefiing America, were, the aft, enabling the Admi- 
ralty to grant commiffions or letters of marque and reprifal tp 
private merchantibips, authorizing thcip to take and make 
prize of all veffels, with their effeds, belonging to any of 
the ifthabitants of the thirteen revolted Colonies j an4aaa<a-» 

to 
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to enable his Majefty to feciire ,and detain pef tons charged 
with, or furpe£led of, 'the crime of high treafon committedf 
in America, or on the high feas, or the drime of piracy. 
The firft of fliefe bill^ occafioned very little debate. Lord 
Marchmont, in the Houfe of Lords, move^d, that ^' letters of 
permiffion^' (hould be fubftituted in the place of *^ letters of 
ttiarque," the latter as he^conceived being only applicable to 
reprifals on^ a foreign enemy, which amendment was 
adopted. The other bill underwent a more minute and 
rigid difcuffion, as it went to a partial fufpenfion of the 
habeas corpus a£t, by giving to the crown a power of com- 
mitting to any fpecial place of confinement within any part 
of the Britifli dominions, fuch perfons as came within the 
defcription of the z&. Several alterations were introduced 
into the'bnT'whilft it was depending in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and the power of committing was re(lri<fled by the 
expreffion, ** within the realm," which in the original 
draught had ftood, <* in any part of his Majefty's domi- 
nions ;" and the operation of the bill was limited to crimes 
committed out of the realm. This a£t was to continue in' 
force until the 31ft of December, 1777, but the time of its 
duration has been ever fmce annually extended. 

As the accounts of expences incurred during the preceding 
year came to be laid before the committee of fupply, many 
objeSions were raifed to the enormity of the debts which 
had been incurred the extraordinary unprovided fervices or 
the war were ftated by the minifter to amount to upwards of 
two millions : a fum which exceeded the demand fipon the 
head of extraordinaries in any year of the laft war, when 
very great fleets and armies were maintained in ever quarter 
of the globe. The rate at which tranfports were engaged 
by government, and the conti-aA for fupplying the army 
in America with rum, were defcribed as wanton waftes of 

the 
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ITie public tre^fure. Some fevere ftridures V9trt pafiedy not 
onljT on thcf manned of making contrafls, but on the mif* 
dhief refulting from foch contrads being entered into with 
members of the Houfe of Commons ; whereby the ptiblie 
money was not only fquanderedy but the perfons who re-^ 
cei?ed it were bought to betray the interefb of their con** 
ftituentSt 

In addition to t&e money wbicbhad been irotti the former 
feffion to the Landgrave of Heile Caflel, in confe^ueiKre of 
the treaty entered into with him for the hire of a certain 
number of his troops, the fum of 44,000/. now appeared. 
The minifter being called upon to explain this tran- 
faftion, ftated it to be levy-money, which, after the ratifi- 
cation of t^e treaty, had been demanded by the Landgrare^ 
he having difcoveied nthat the treaty of ^ I755> which was 
Confidered as the bafis of the prefent, warranted fuch a 
claim. Nor was this extraordinary requifition the only one 
made by this Prince, in confequence of the humiliating ftate 
of dependence into which Great Britain was brought, by 
obtaining the afliftance of his troops : the rainifter fome 
time after, moved for the payment of above 40,000/. to the 
Landgrave, for the expences of foreign hofpitals in the laft 
war. Soon after the peace of 1763, Commiffioners had 
been appointed to ad ju ft, liquidate, and fettle the claims 
made by German Princes. In profecuting this bufinefs, 
the moft grofs and flagrant impofitions had been dete£tedy 
and fixty or feventy per cent, had frequently been flruck off 
from the original demand. The claim now revived had 
then been made, but was rejefled totally^ as well as many 
others, they appearing to be altogether ilUfounded. Tbofe 
who were no friends .to the miniftry, r^prefented this dcf- 
niand as a foreign tribute, exa£led from us in the hour of 
' our diftrefs. The nation, faid they, is to fubmit to every 
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fliaicnc^ful impoficion i^hich can be pradifed upon it by tht 
pptty ft^^» of Germany, left they Ihould withdraw their 
mef^cnaries from the fupport of our fatal minifterial civil 
wafy b^foro they have piK the laft haa<) to the ruin or ex- 
t^imipjltipn of the jSritifti nation on both fides the Atlantic^ 
Even many of the. firm friends to adminifiration (hewed a 
full determination to .reje£l this claim, although the mini«^ 
fter urged the juftice and propriety of it with a laboured 
fpecioufoefs and folici^ous vehemence. Hqwever, the pay- 
ment was at length voted in a thin Houfe by a fmall m&r 
jority*. 

The court had now been for fome years embarrafled 
with a heavy and encreafing lo^d of debt on the civil 
lift ;. whieh the pofture of public affairs had caui^d to be 
held back. from Parliament, until the poverty of tl\e crown 
had become fo difgraceful as ro be no longer fiipportable. 
An account of the fatal reverfe of fortune in Ame- 
rica, by the defeat at Trenton, and its confequences, bad 
reached England, fo that the profpe£t of a fpeedy termina^ 
tionof the war, with which ministers had iimu fed themfelve$ 
and the nation, was clouded, if not entirely loft, and 
the fupplies neceffary for the fervice of the current year were 
enormoufly great. In this predicament, when every thing 
tended to four the temper of Parliament, Lord North w^s 
compelled to enter on the unwelcome bufinefs of announ- 
cing. to the Houfe of Commons the exhaufted ftate of the 
royal coffers j for which purpofe he delivered a mefiage froai 
his Majefty f, acquainting the Houfe with the difficulties 
which he laboured under, from debts incurred by the ex- 
.pences of the houfehold and the civil government,amounting 
.on the 5tb of the preceding January to upwards of 6oo,oooK 
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and expref&ng his reliance on the loyalty and afie£lion of hit 
jfaithful Commons, for making fome farther provifiofi-fbr 
the better fupport of his houihold, and of the honour and 
dignity of the crown. Half a million bad been granted by 
jParliament in 17691 to difcharge the debts then incurred oa 
the civil liA; the minifter however, left none of hH. 
4ifual friends upon thi3 trying occaAon. He gfottrnkd tbo 
propriety of this augmentation of the civil lift, upon the plesi 
that the revenue which baJ been appropriated to thcjia^lf 
#f that eftablifliment, had exceoled tte yearly fuin of 
Socoooi^. with which it was charged, by upwards of 
100,000/. each yeaV| which was the addittoiml iocome 
aiked. The greait increafe in the value of all the ne** 
cefiaries of life, and every articfe of expencc, daring 
the lafl fifty years, was infifted on, and it was obierved, 
thav^. although this advancement was felt by the no* 
bilUy and gentry, yet they were compenfated for it by a 
conilderaVle increafe in the rents of their eftates ; was then 
tl^ Sovereigia to be the only gentleman in his dominimsj 
rho was not to feel the benefit arifing from this istcreafe of 
property ? On the contrary, was he to be imp6verifiied 
^n an inverfe |>rQportion to the general happineft afid in^ 
creafed wealth of his {»ople f The numerous Royal iflue 
was likewife adverted tOj as a Jconfiderabie addition to the 
expences of the crown. 

The oppolition were divided in opinion on this octafton. 
Some among them were wiMing to difcharge t^e f refent 
^efat, but did not choofe to make any augmi^ntation m 
future to the revenue; whilft others firenuoiifly infifted, 
that the whole bufmefs ihould undergo a fuK {parliamentary 
difcuflion before any money (hould be voCied to difcharge the 
4tbt. They inftanced the long reign of George the Second^ 
t^ughout which, no application was made to Parljament 
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for Ac difcharge of any debts. In the y^ar 1746, indeed 
the fum of 450^000/. was applied for by the King in hi^ 
Speech at opening the feffion, becaufe the funds appropriated 
for theTupport of his civil government, had, for fome years, 
fallen (hort of the revenue intended, but no complaint wa^ 
made of the infufficiency of the fum at which the civil lift 
revenue was fettled. It was infifted, that the revenues of 
the crown were not only fully fufficient for all rational pur- 
pofes of dignity and magnificence, but that tbey already far 
exceeded thofe boundaries which were confiftent with the 
natute of a limited monarchy, and with the fafety of a con- 
flitution founded on freedom* It appeared by the papers 
kid before Parliament, that half a, million had been ex- 
pended under the head of the Board of Works, without fpe- 
cifytng to whom, or for whatpurpofe it was ifiued. I'he 
two Secretaries of the Treafury had received, for fecret fer- 
vice money, 285,000/. and it was obferved, that the Trea- 
fury was not the proper channel through which money ex- 
pended for fttch plirpofes ought to pafs, for money withdut 
ftint or public account, (hould be entrufted to the Secretaries 
of States for the purpofe of procuring foreign intelligences 
but the officers of the Treafury have no intercourfe with 
foreign ftates^ and can therefore be only agents for mifap-' 
plying fuch large fums to the purpofes of bribery arid cor-: \ 
ruption. 

, The Houfe, at length, voted 618,340/. to enable'^ his 
Majefty to difcharge the debts incurred by his civil gorl 
vernment, and that the fum of 100,00c/. a year, overhand 
above the fum of 800,000/. be^ granted, a$ a farther pro- 
vifion, for the better fupport of his Majcfty's houlhold, and 
the honour and dignity of the crown. This refolution wl9 
qarried in the Houfe Af Commons, by 231 to 109^ and in 

the 
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the Houfe of Lords, by 96 to 20. A proteft figned bf 
fourteen Peers, was entered on the Journals*. 

The attention of the nation had .now, for fome time, been 
folely di reded" to the weftern t^orld, but fome proceedings oh 
thecoaftof Coromandel, drew ihe public regard towards the 
caft. The prefidency of Madrafs had formed a very clofe* 
leagu^e with Mahommed Aly Cawn, Nabob of Arcot, a 
Tartarian Prince, who poiTeifed an inJand territory, equally 
diilant from the two European fettlements of Madrafs and 
Pondichcrry. From a clofc attention to his army^ this 
Aiiatic bad become formidable, and his connexion with the 
civil and military powers at the Englifli fettlementj pro-^ 
cured hini the ailiftance cf Briti(h ofiicers to difcipline and 
command his troops. Whatever were his views in keeping 
Dn foot fo large ^n army, he was obliged to exhauft his tr^a- 
fury, to preferve the friendfhip of his allies 9 for European 
mpacity, when exercifed on Aiiatic Princes, is infatiabl^^ 
It became therefore neceffary, that pew fouurces of weahK 
ihould be opened to fupply his continual wafte : he there^ 
fore propofed to the Prefidency to undertake an expedition 
againft theJRajah, orKingof Tanjour, a Mahrattah Prince^ 
who refided feveral leagues to the fouthward of Poncjicherry, 
the fituation of whofe country towards the extremity of the 
peninfula, had hitherto fecured it -againft the Mahometan 
conquerors of Htndoftap. This country had been long in 
alliance with lhe£ngli(h, inconfequenceof whlchhis father 
£ad been attacked by tjic French Generajially during the laft 
^ar^ but that incurfion was bravely repelled. PertoupaSing-j. 
father of the prefent Rajah, was the firft Indian Prince with 

•■ Richmond, Devonfhire, Portland, Manchefter, Rockingham^ 
Tfhaoet, King, Ardier, Fitzwilliam, Abingdon^ Torrington, Eflingj- 
tarn, Abergavenny, and Stamford. 
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whom the Engliffi conduded a t^aty» which TuBgee, the 
prcfent Kiog, ratified on his fuccefiion* 

The pretext on which the Nabob of Arcot waged war 
againft this Prince, was founded on an unfattsfied claim of 
a large fum of money, which the RiTjah pleaded his inability 
to pay. The government of Madrafs^ howercr, fupported 
the Nabob rn his quarrel, and cveij put the forces of the^ 
Company under the command of th^ Nabob's fon, to make 
war on Tanjour- Such a force was irrefifttblc \ the Rajah; 
was completely defpoiled, and his fuljeds pkadertd. Every 
t*ing which the caft holds facred was.viofated ; the apart- 
ments of the women were forced, their persons- ftripped of 
the ornaments they wore. Effedls to the amount of tea' 
millions of pagodas were carried ofF,. and the revenues of the 
country, during the two years and half thai, the Nabob 
ufurped them, amounted to fifty lacks of pagodas more 
The booty collected in this marauding expedition, ferved to 
palliate the enormity of the outrage, and to render the per* 
petrators infenfible to the difgrace and diihonour which they 
had brought on the Engliih name and charader* 

When the news of this tranfaSton reached the Court of 
Diredors, the ftrongeft refentment was (hewn, and mea* 
Aires were concerted to make all poffible reftitution to the 
injured Rajah. For this purpofe. Lord Pigot was fent but 
as Governor of Madr^ifs, a nobleman higbly refpeded m 
that fetttement, for his able and eSeAual defence of it Kt^ 
venteen years before, againft the attacks of the French^ 
He arrived at his government the latter end of the year 
1775 J but t^e oppofition which he met with from the ma- 
jority of the Council, and the Commander in Chief of vthe 
forces, was fuch, as entirely fruftrated all the purpofe» 
which he was^ appointed to ciFe£):. Not discouraged by thefe- 
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<di£cttlties^ but prompted by an impetuous and violent 
temper, by an undue exertion of his authority, he put the 
Commander in Chief, and two of the Council, under arreft. 
The Nabob was ever at hand to foment the difientioOj 
and by his intrigues,^ the Governor hiinfelf was foon after 
feized by the officer nexi in command, and kept in clofe 
confinement* Reprefentations of thefe events were imme- 
diately tranfmitted to |g)urop^, and the Nabob, who had 
been the principal caufe of thefe commotions, fent a gen« 
lleman to England ^s his agent, through whofe inter* 
pofition, both the Company and th€ Miniftry might be 
enabled to decide between the contending parties. 

• When the bufinef^ came firfl to be difcixfled, a large ma- 
jority of the proprict'ors voted for the rerinftating Lord 
P'got, and puniihing tbofe who bad been fo daring as to 
jdifpofTefs him. The Court of Direflors were more divided 
in opinion ; at length the weight of government was thrown 
in^ and the Governor and Council of Madrafs were ordere4 
home, in order that their condu^ might undergo ^ legal 
fcrutmy. 

From this ' determination of the Eaft-India Company^ 
Governor Johnftone made an appeal to the EJoufe of Com- 
mons*, by moving five refoljutionjs, which tended to juftify 
the condu£l of Lord Pigot, to condemjn that of his.oppo* 
nents, and ito annul the refolution for his recal : but in this 
attempt he was unfuccefsfiul^ by a negative being put to 
each. Lord Pigot did not long furvive the lois of hia 
liberty, and thofe of^be Cotnpany's fervants, livho had beeo 
the principal z&ors in this bufinefs, were afterwards fued 
in the King's name, by the i^ttorney General, In the court 
pf ^ing^s-^ench^ and fetitenced to pay a fiat of ipoo/. each. 

* May •»« 1777' 
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Oa tbc 30tb of May, 1777* ^he EarJ of Chatham ipovcd, 
in the Houfe of Lords, to addrefs his Majefty, that tl)t 
moft fpcedy and effeaual meafures might be taken for putr 
ling a flop to hoftilitics'in America, and for the removal of 
accup>ula.tcd grievances- He particularly infifted upon the 
ncceffity of imroedia.tely adopting the propofed roeafure, 
from the iipminent danger to which, in our prefent fituation, 
we were cxpofed, from the Houfe of Bourbon : a treaty be- 
tween France and America, he faid, was then depending, 
whereby we-fhoujd not only lofe the yaft and incrcafwg 
commerce of our Colonies, but that commerce and thofe 
advantages would be acquired by our natural enemies. He 
infifted, as he had done upon all former occafions, that it 
was impraaicableto conquer America, and declared in that 
'ftrongand emphatic language, by which that great man 
was peculiarly diftinguiflied, that we were waging war with 
America, cxpofed to a maiked battery of France, whi<:h 
would, 'ere lon^, open upon us, and fweep us away. 

This motion brought the arguments for and againft the 
American war, again under difcuffion. The Earl of Manf- 
ficld objefled to Parliament interpofing refpefling peace or 
war, to determine upon which, hcconfidercd as the peculiar 
right of the executive part of the conftitution- He knew, 
be faid, but of two inftanccs in which Parliament had inter- 
pofed in fuch a manner : the one wa« by a refolution en- 
tered on their Journal? in the reign of Queen Anne,, never 
to make peace with France an^ Spain, whilft a branch of 
the Bourbon family fhovld fit on tjie throne of the latter 
kingdom : the oijier, in the reign of^ Gsorgii the Second, 
that no peace (hould be mad6 with Spain, unlefs the court 
of Madrid renounced the right which it claimed of fearching 
Britifli (hips in the Weft-Indies, neither of wtTich reso- 
lutions had been adhered toi This nobleman had eve^ 
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ftfongly enforced coercive tneafures againft America, and 
in' a former debate (tac) obferved, that we had gone too far 
to recede, that we had pa^fTed the Rubicon, and we muft 
cither conquer or peri(h*. The E^l of Sandwich obferved, 
that the Americans had no better opinion of thofe \n op. 
ppfition than of thofe in power, and that no change which 
xpuld tal^e place either in men or tneafures, would work a 
change either in the temper or cond'u£l of the Colopies* 
The motion was rejefled by a majority of .99 to. 28* 

The fupplies for the fcrvlce of the year 1777, amounted 
to 12,895,543/1. for the raifing of which, the land-tax wa^ 

continued 

' " . . . « 

* This allufion to the conduct of Julius Csfar was extremely mal-a^ 
tropos. That General caufed his army to pafs the Rubicon, in violation 
of the eftablifh^ laws of bis country, and for the purpofe of enflaving 
Rome : it might, therefore, have been afked, for what purpofe have wf 
nietaphoricaliy, uaffed the Rubicon ? 

t N A V Y. 
45,000 feamen, ordinary, building and re- 
pairing (hips - ' - - - 3>»o6,305 
Towards the difcharge of the Navy debt - 1^000,000 
Greenwich Hoipitai - r - 4,000 



ARMY. 

ao,75i effective men in -Great Britain, Jerfcy 
and Guernfey, including every contm- 
gpncy of the ellablifliment - - ' 1,751,12ft 

Out-pcnfioners in Chelfca Hofpital - - 10 5,2 79 

Bxtraordinaries for Land- fervice, f rom Ja- 

nuary 31, 1776, to February I, 1 777 - i,200,6o» 

Five Hanoverian battalions at Gibcadtar and 

Minorca • - - - 56,07^ 

^German troops ferving in America, including . 

the fubiidies to their Princes, of which ' 

39^,64.1 1« was to the Landgrave of HefTe - ^^9^^%$ 

T 4. Ordnanct 
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totiiinutd at four (hillings in the pound : the ufiial dtitie| 
were continued upon malt, &c. the finking fund to 
January 5, 1777, after the appropriation of the laft year, 
yielded a furplus of 295,832/. and the next quarter ending 
the 5th. of April, produced 760,363/. The growing pro- 
duce of that fynd was charged with 1,939,636/. a mtllioh 
and an half in Exchequer bills was continued ; five millions 



Ordnance for Lafid-ierricei 1777 310,1 1» 7 -q^ g»7. 
Ditto for 1776, not provided for 271,705 3 



MISC^ELLANEOUS SERVICES, 
Koads and bridges in the Highlands of North 
Sfiuki - - . - ' - - 

Civil Eftablllhments in America 
■ ' ■ in Africa 



2%,±6z 
3,000 



To the Trufteeg of the Rritiih Mufeum - 
To t)i€ Landgrave of Hefie, on account of 

HoTpitals during the late war in Germany' ^ 41,820 
For the relief of Americans fuffering for tlieir 

attas^ent to his Majrfty^s government - 32,934 
Maintaimfcg and employing Convi^ls on the 

river Thames - - - J i>S79 

Sums ilTued in purfiiance of Addrefles of the ' ^ 

Hbufe of Commons - ' - - 1 3,060 

Printing Journals of the Hotife of Commons- - 600 
Forts on the coaft of Africa - - x 3,000 

Enquiries made by order of the Houfe into the • > ^ 
' State of the Poor - - •, 500 

Exchequer Bills difcharged - » - - 

i.afryearsTote of Credit diicharged - . - 

Arrears and Debts upon the Civil Lift oh Jan. 5, 1777 
To pay off the Prizes in the Lottery of the year 177^ • 
Deficiences on Land, 150,000!. Malt, zoopool. ]f und ia 
' I7i3, 44,6091* an(| Grants for X776, 6i»i3Sl. • 



4,366,3^3 



X4i,6o« 
X, 500,006 
1,000,906 

500P00 



i^S,^^^ 
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were jraiM by annuities, and 500,000/. by a lottery^ th(^ 
yrhole produce of which was to be diftributed in prizes, aii4 
paid in money in March, 1 778. 200,000/. ^hich had b^eii . 
Drought into the Exchequer by the executors of the latc^ 
^ord Holland, formerly pay^mafter of the forces, was ap^ 
plied to the current fervice, and fome favings and furplufes 
in the Exchequer, on varioiis accounts, which amooAtecl. 
to 7,701/. conipleted the ways and means. 

The fubfcribers to the loan of five millions, were to ' 
receive ^. per cent, per annum, and for every 100/. an 
additioiial interefl of lo;. for ten years; alfo a lottery 
ticket at the rate' of id/. For the payment of the intereft 

on this funded debt^ a tax was laid of one guinea on each 

«.»•••■. - ■ • 

male fervant, not employed in agriculture, hufbandry or 
trade ; additional duties were laid on glafs and cm ftamps, 
and a*duty on au£tioheers, and on goods fold by audlion. 
At the fame time, a former duty which had been laid 
on filver plate was repealed. Befldes thefe fupplies, a vote 
of credit was pafled for another million* The Parliament 
rofe on the 6th of June. 

The condu^ of the Dutch, particularly in the Weft 
Indies, bad caufed a memorial to beprefented by Sir Jofeph 
Yorke, jthe ^riti(h minifter at the Hague, to the States 
General of the United Provinces, complaining of the coo- 
du£l of M. Van Graaf, their Governor of the iflasd of St. 
Euftatia, in having permitted an American pirate to make 
prize of an £ngli(b Veflel within cannon (hot of that iflaud : 
of haying returned the falute of a rebel frigate, and of hav- 
ing proqtipted an illicit commerce, and connived at the 
boftile equipments of Americans. Attefiations of thefe 
charges beipg annexedj the meniorial peren^ptorily infifted 

^■,••-••7 ^ , 



on the dirmiflton and immediate recal of the Ooverkor, 
The Stales replied by their envoy at London. They cOm- 
, plained of the menacing tone of the memorial, as too highly 
^trained, and, beyond that which ought to take place be- 
tween two fovereign and independent powers^ united for 
many years by the ties of good harmony and mutual friend- 
fliip i they, however, dffavowed the condudl of their Go- 
vernor, and acquainted his Majefty with thcii; having or- 
dered M.Van Graaf home to render an account of his con- 
dud. It does not^ hojvever, appear that he was fufpended.] 

In Ai?aerica, the arniy under Sir William. Howe wa$ 
unable to take < the field early in the fummer, for want of 
the neceffary camp equipage, which did not arrive until 
the latter end of May. In the mean time a detachment ojf 
coo men, under the con^mand of Lieutenant polonel 
Bird, was fent up the North river^ to deftroy a very large 
inagazine which the Ameficans had collefted at Peek'^ 
Kill, 50 miles from York Ifland, Vaft ftores^ of rum^ 
mohiles, flgur and provifions of all kinds, with fome mili- 
tary ftofes, were deftroyed *. A month after, Majorr 
General Tryon, Governor of New York, at the head of 
jiSoo roen, penetrated into the Provinceof ConnedUcpt, 
and deftrpyed two large maga;&ines depofxted at Da'nbury 
and Ridgefield, which confided of provifions and military 
ftores. In deftroying the magazines the towns were alfo 
reduced to aihes. The American "^ General \yoofter was 
killed in a fkirmifli on the return' of the party. Thcfe 
fucceffes, previous to the opening of the campaign, made 
a figure in a Gazette, and fcrved to keep up the fpirits of 
the nation ; but they da not appear to have had any vifible 
cfFcft on the operations of the American army during the 
year. They certainly tended to impoveriflr the new States* 
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jby rendering it ncceflai^y to collc£l frelh ftorcs, but thefe 
the country was able to furniih, and the credit of Congrefs,* 
in Tome way or other, to procure. 

The Americans were not backward in retaliating thefe 
lofles: a body of troops under Colonel Meigs, who had 
ferved with cpnfiderable reputation in the expedition at^ainft 
<3|uebiec, eml^arked in whale-boats at Connefiicut, and 
proceeded to the Eaft-fide of Long Ifland, to a place called 
Sag-harbour, where a quantity of forage, grain and other 
jieceflaries was colle^ed for the ufe of the army. A com- 
pany of foot, and an armed fchooner, defended the poft 
butVere foon compelled to fubmit. A number of fmall 
vefTels which lay in the harbour were burnt, every thing 
on fliore was dcftroyed, and ninety prifoners carried off *. 
Another detachment^ from Providence, under Colonel 
Briton, made an incurfion into Rhode Ifland, and carried 
pff, by furprize, General Prefcot, who commanded there i 
that officer bad been before a prifoner to the Americans on 
the tiakingof St. John^s on Lake Champlain. The Ame- 
rican General Lee had been, captured the year before by a 
fimilar exploit performed by Colonel Harcoiirt, at the 

bead of a few dragoons. 

' ... 

In confequencp of our having regained pofleifion of the 
X^akes, a deifign was formed of making an irruption from 
Canada^nto the Northern Colonies, and by ftretching for- 
ward to Albany, (a town fituated 150 miles up fludfon's 
river, and which in the laft war had been the head quarters 
for the forces,} to fecure the entire navigation of that 
river, which feparates the northern from the middle and 
fouthern Colonies. A very coniiderable army, compofed 
of Britifli and German troops, with the moft amplq apr 
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foin\mi^HS9 V^i ^ fine tn^iQ of arttllcry^ was deftined tp 
f x^cu^ t^if ^inpof taut plap | a,ml Lie.utenaot Geaeral Burr 
goyne,. who had diftinguilhed hipfclf fojf bis br^v^ry^ 
fpirit and fuccefs, during the laft war» in repening the at«- 
UQk^ of tbe Spafl^irfjs upofl tbp.>:ing<J9n| qf Portug|l, was 
^pppini^^l to thf cc^.a^an4. Tq ftrikc terror injo tjie ^ipf^ 
riic»D?i| ^d with a viciy to haftcn their rle^urR to pbedienqc^ 
^, body of fayag/;s ba^ b^^n jeQga^?4 by a profuflon pf prpr 
ijbuts, to ?a a^ allies of the l^ingof Cxrcat IJritain againft 
Ifi^ ColQiiies *. Sir puy Carletoa now qtMUed the j^o^irernr 
iQPPt 9f C^ofda, bei^g fijtpce^ded in bis cpqitpand b)s Qe- 
iMri4 Jialjdioiand, a n^ive of Syir^dep. Thjs f?xpeditioQ 
yrsyj in gr^af ^jyar^nf ft yh|?p Sir Willisp |?oyeie's atiny 
took the fields 

The .fi^jft a^d principal pbjeft ^r the foutber;} army wa$ 

|be |:c;d{i^j£iiofi of.P)^.iIs^lpbM^» bu^ th.e fecifetary fpr the 

poU>ni?^ b^ jr45^o9aff»$f,nd^ $9 tlje Copiman4w in .Chief, 

jcp na^jp^ a vr^n^ divf^rfion pif t^e coafts of l^^acbufei'^ 

fi^ f nd New ll^fpp^ire, in or(^ to ^eakexi tfaf Anaerican 

|oj;qe ij^ tli^e b§ck fejttlem«nts : but though % rfjjiiiii^ion ^ 

f5>o<5P m^ b?id b^n m;idf jto reiafwcc the army, only 

2900 were fent; notwithftanding which deficiency, the 

official difpatches cxpreiled the fulieft expefiations that 

eyf ry |lH?ftf^.r.« whicb had beep f^annc^ would )» cffcjfted, 

^hff {f^p W^x^ ha.4 fe«l?n fuflicienf ,Jto take piofleffioA of 

l^ew York, S.bii>d(e Iflai?^^,,. ^i^ ^.ejr ftrong b^lds of th^ 

pwmy, ^ffpr tibc «ec«(ra,ry d^vjfipn^ tyerp mf fj? f9f jJfc/^y, 

ffiglbe viriety pf ppfts wbipb h?d bf^a gaiftf^^ .wwl^ i?c^ 

te ^qanlly fjiiii^f tQ itke 43\9ki|ig ^ ii^^ f onque^., tbje 

* Jt |j?8c?^jj^.,]by RjP^I l.ai^ before the Hpufe df .Comrp^ns, that th9 
cxpenc^ of retaj^ning the^e Indians^ amounted to i^o>eool. and notnlor<; 
thaii feven or eight hundred were faid to have been in the field at any one 
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number of troops for the field being thereby rtcccffarily rfcj» 
creafed. The General ahd Admiral rleprefented this to the- 
ininifter, and that the diveffion to the northward fhixft be 
confequentjy laid afide. Sir Guy Carleton, who Vir'as th^n 
in Quebec, was informed, that Genera) Howe tiirould pro- 
bably be in Pehhfylvania, at the time when the Hofthtm 
army would be ready to enter the Province of New Yotlt* 
That little afiTftance was to be expei^cd from him to fa~cili«' 
tate its approach, as a want of fu^cient ftrengtb in his 
own army would probably not admit of his detaching » 
corp3 to zd: up Hudfon's River in the beginning of the 
campaign. * 

WaQirngton, who was now app^ttrteJ to thediftingtiMhtd 
rank of dictator, commanded an army mu<!:h fuperictr to that 
in the lad campaign ^ the Provincial officers were much 
improved, and feveral French officers had' arrived, togiether 
with fifty pieces of brafs cannon f * The Americans oc- 
cupied a very ftrong and advantageous camp in the J^rfeys^ 
which the Britifli General endeavoured by ftratagem to in- 
duce their General to quit, in hopes of bringing on a gener^t 
engagement, well knowing that with Aich an enemy m 
force, and hanging upon his rear, it would be impoJQible 
for him to penetrate through the Jerfeys, and pafs 
^bis army acrofs the Delaware, where the enemy 

f The Marquis Payette, nephew to M. dc Noatlles, th* Frfench Atn<* 
baf&dor at the cotirt of London, who had rcftded with hh VLti^c foribme 
time, and who liv^d in the moft unreierved intimacy with many of the 
confidential ferrants of the crown^ having obtained very impoit^nt in- 
formation concerning the plan of operations fo? the campaign, particu* 
larly refpe^ing the northern army, fuddenly withdrew to France* an^ 
without communicating his intemioAs to any of his relations, or obtain- 
ing leave of abfence from his court, which, as an ofHcer in the French 
Ring*8 fervice wa ^ requifite, he embarked on- beafd a vefTel bound ta 
America, to ferve in Ac army commanded by Wafliington, 

had 
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bad a corp^ xcziy to difpute the paflage. But tbc catitiofi 
of that Commander was not. to be circumvented; fo that 
Howe* after having made a feint of retiring from theAniericait 
lines^ which drew after it no decifive confequence, was ob- 
^i^ed torelinquifl) his attempt, and with great delay and 
danger to. adopt a new and diftant plan of operation^ by 
embarking his army in tranfports, and proceeding to the 
icene of aiStion by fea. Waiting for the arrival of Sir 
Henry Clinton from Europe, who^ was to command at 
Kew Yoric, and to hear from General Burgoyne, retarded 
the failing of the fleet until the 23d of July. The main ^ 
army which embarked confided of 14,000 men ; 8500 were 
left at New York, exclufive of the fick and recovering ; 
and.jooa defended' Rhode liland. 

The fleet Arrived at tke mouth pf the Delaware on the 30th, 
and if a landing could have beenefFe&ed on the fouthern coafl: 
near Wilmingtoq»>the fervice would have received a moft ef* 
fex)tial .benefit ; but a number of floating batteries, fire-(hip9 
and {ire-rafts, had been coUedled by the enemy, which 
would have endangered the dedruflion of the fleet in the 
night. There were only eight of nine pilots on board, 
and no boats capable of withflianding the row-boat9 and 
galliet) *. Thefe circum dances rendered an attempt to land 
extremely haxardons. The country too was very marihy,. 
and the roads formed iipon narrow caufeways, interfe£led 
by creeks f. Thefe diflkulties and dangers determined the 
land and naval commander to proceed two degrees farther 
to the fouthward, to Chefapeak Bay j but in thifr courfe 
they were greatly impeded by contrary winds, the wind 
.Wowing generally from fome point of the fouthward in that 

• Ividencc of Sir Andrew Snape Hammond before the Houfc of 
Commona. 

V 

t Sir William Howc*i narrative. 
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fcrfcm bf the yaarr . Orf th« i6th of Auguft the whale- ffeec 
entered the Bay^ and proceeded through a difficult and dan-- 
gerOtis navigation to the mouth of the river Ellc, in which 
progrefs the (kill and adivity of the Admiral appeared to 
great ad vantage. The whole army landed in fafety'on the 
25th. Wafhington, as foon as the deftinatfon of the flfect 
was known (for the alarm had heen fpread from Bofton even 
to South Carolina), pafled the Delaware with his a^ttiy, 
confifling of 15,000 men, and marched to cover PhHai 
delphia. The two arnwes approached each other at a fmall 
ftream called Brandywine-creek, which falls into the Dela- 
ware, about twenty miles below the city. After fcveral 
movements on each fide. Sir William Howe, by a mafterfy 
difplay of generalfcip, found a favourable opporturyty for 
attacking the American army*. The Heflians, who csmt 
iirft into a£lion, behaved with fucb intrepidity slb nothitig 
could rcfift. The enemy every where broken and difmayed^ 
Aed. A few hours more dayrHght ^ight h^ve annilnlated 
their army, but undercover of the night, aflifted by a knoW«- 
ledge of the country, they retreated f- No lime appears to 
have been lolt in purfuing the fugitives^ confiftent with the 
fafety of the troops, in a* country rendered ^very where 
ftrong by nature, hilly, and covered with wood, interfer- 
ed by ravines, creeks and marfhy grounds, where littlri 
or no knowledge can be obtained by reconnditering if. 
Walhiiigton did every thing becoming a flcilfol commander 
» • Sept li, 17^7. 

f Lord George Germaine Hated to tie Houfe of Commons,' (Dec. a^ 
*777) General Howe's numbers in this a6lion to be 13,000 rank and filei 
doing duty, and .WaHiington's force to be 15,000, exdudve of militia. 
Officers of every denomination, are confide red as an addition of about < ne 
iUth, to the numbers of rank aiid file. * 

X Evidence of. Major Genenil Gr6y before, th^. Houfe of ^Compon^. 
The evidence of Lord Cornwallis went likewife to prove, that the General : 
left no time after the a^ion 3 but a petulant d€tril6lor has aiierted the 
coAtrai^. 

• to 
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h> impede the progrefs of the vi6lor9, but unable to protcA 
tiie eity, he abandoned it to its fatei and retreated ten oiilea 
to the north of German town, whilft the combined army 
foon after encamped at that village. The Earl of Corn- 
walUs took pofleifion of Philadelphia oti the 26th of Sep- 
tember. 

In the mean time Lord Howe proceeded with the fleet 
round to the Delaware, but an unfortunate overfigbt hi^d 
been committed in neglefiing to take poifeffion of a ftatioln 
on the eaftern fide of the river, called Red Bank, which the 
enemy- afterwards fortified, and in an unfuccefsful attempt 
to difpofirefd them. Colonel Donop, of the Heffians, and 
many brave men, loft ^ their lives^. It was not until the 
I5ih of November that the navigation of the river wai 
opened as high as the city,' by theredudion of Mud liland^ 
find the removal of the tbevaux^de-^frize^ in which fervicc 
the Augttfta, a fixty gun (hip, and 'a floop^ went aground^ 
ud wtredeftroyed* 

A few.d&y^ After the arrival of the King's troops at t*hi<& 
iadelphia, General Wafliington formed a defign of fur* 
prizing the army at GermantoW'n, and early in the morning 
of the 4th of OAober, attacked the dutpolts with great fury. 
The intrepid behaviout of Lieutenant Colonel Mufgrave 
flopped the advances of the aflailants^ and gave time fdr 
Major General Grey, who had been apprised of the attack 
by Sir William Howe, to march a body of troops to their 
.i«lief| and the army being quickly aflfembkd^ the Americant 
W^e driven back with great flaughter. 

The arniy wsls now plentifttlly fupptted with protifloni 
Irom the adjacem country, the farmers preferring that 
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market to ahy other, becaufe the onljf one where they could 
i^ceive payment. for their dommodities in gold and illver* 
They had the farther advantage of providing themfelves aad 
families with a variety of neceflfary articles, which could 
pnly be had in thofe places v^bich were poflefled by the 
Britifh army and navy. It is fuppofed that Wafbingtony 
through policy, connived at this kind of commerce, know* 
ing that an influx of gold and filver was ftrengtheoing his 
country in a moft important point *• 

Th& noble;, populous, and wealthy city of Philadelphia, 
was DOW fubdued ; but the rebel army remained unbroken. 
It was even augmented in numbers, improved in difcipline, 
habituated to fervice, and though degraded by a defeat and 
a repulfe, yet fecure in the perfuafion that the nature of 
their country would ever prote£l them from a decifive over* 
throw. Such fuccefles on the part of Great Britain, could 
yield little rational hopes of nnal triumph in the war ags^inft 
America, even if conquefts fliould continue to fpread in the 
like gradual manner as they had done during two campaigns. 
But fuch an expedancy, fb (hort of the fanguine views en* 
tertained in England, was entirely vain. From whence 
could the force be drawn, that ibould^arry on. an active 
war during the next campaign,, fuppofing the northern army 
^ad accompUihed its purpofe, and penetrated to Albany ? 
Had that event taken place, terror alone muft have efieded 
what force could not have done, and no indications were 
ftewn by the Colonifif, when their afFairs wove the mpB: 
difaftrous appearance, of a difpoHtion to yield unconditional 
j^bmiffion to this, empire, and how was fo extensive a 
country to be governed by the fword ? Every conqueft 
weakened the operating force equally •as a defeat ; but fuch 

* Sir Wiiliam Howe's narratlrc, page 4.3. 
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» regular coutie of events was not deftined to take place, 
and it is now neceflkry to fpeak of the expedition from 
Canada, and to follow the northern army in its progrefs* 

Lieutenant General Burgoyne proceeded with his array, 
conitfting of upwards of 7000 men, acrofs Lake Chainplain, 
and arrived before Ticonderoga on the 2d of July, 1777* 
General St. Clare, who commanded that fortrefs, aban-^ 
doned it in the night of the 6th, before any attack could 
be made ; for which conduct he was afterwards tried by a 
Court-martial, and found guilty of negled of duty. A 
fmall part of the garrifon reached Fort Edward, fituated on 
Hudfbn's river, twenty-five niiles from Lake George, where 
General Schuyler commanded, but the far .greater number 
was either killed, made prifoners, or driven into the woods, 
where many perifhed. 

The General fent immediate notice of this to Sir William 
Howe, who was waiting for advices from the northern 
army, before he would venture to fail towards the fouth- 
ward ; but fo favourable an onfet feemed to promife a fuc- 
cefsful progrefs to Albany, therefore leaving general in* 
iirufkions with Sir Heiiry Clinton, to z£t oiFenfively, in 
cafe an opportunity (hould offer, confident with the fecurity 
of New York, the Commander in Chief proceeded, as has 
been already related. 

In the mean time Burgoyne met with fuch unparalleled 
difficulties in advancii^g towards Fort Edward, that it was 
the end of July before he appeared there. The Americans 
immediately abandoned the place and retreated to Saratoga* 
The favages who accompanied the Britifh army, were not 
to be withheld, by the influence and authority of the Ge- 

neral^ 
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liilsral, frorn a£ls of cruelty towards the Helpleft and peaceable 
inhabitants of thefe Occluded diftri^ls; . Tiiefe barbaritiek. 
i/^ere reprefcntW through the coinftfy in all their horrors^ 
dnd mod probably With many exaggerations^ which roufed 
the people every whfere to ftand bpon their defence ♦; Tht 
dread of the toniahawk and fcatping-knife infpired the moft 
timid with courage. Inipelled by defpair, the Americans 
Hflembled in great numbers, whilft the combined arniy having 
crofled HudfonS River, advanced towards the Plains of 
Saratoga; Although payhient in money was offered foi^ 
whatever provifions ihould be brought to the camp^ yet no 
, fupply was obtained. Foraging parties were fent out^ 
which were betrayed by pretended friends^ furprized^ killed 
or lAade prifoners; 

Befides th^ army iinder General Burgoyhe^ a body of 
troops j coniifting of near 700 men^ with a party of Indians^ 

* General Suirgoyiie iffued a proclamation^, inviting the inhabitants 
io return to their allegiance^ and threatening thetn with the miercilers ra- 
vages. oFthe Indians, if they continued in rebellion. He aflierwards de- 
clared in the Hbufe df Cohimonsi that his d6GgA herein waS to excite 
obedience) firft, by fencotiragement, and next by the threat, hot the ^ 
bommiflion of feverity ) to fptak daggers but to ufe none) He inftaneed 
two wounded provincial officers^ who weie brought off in the inidft of 
fire, upon the backs of Indians, and a Captain and hit whole detzlch-. ' 
inent, placed in ambufcade, were brought prifon^rs by Indians^ without 
a ihan hurt, thoiigh they ivctt |(lacbd foi* th6 Ipecial piirpofeof dleftroying 
thofe Indians. The cafe of Mifs Macree excepf^dj ^hith was accidental, 
hot premeditated cruelty ; he faid^ the ftones on which fuch charges 
were founded j were fabricated by coihmitte^'s, and propagated in newf* 
papers, for temporary purpofes. The General ftipulat^d with the In* 
dians, that they £k'ould receive tompenfation for piifoners, and that not 
only fuch compenfation ihould be withheld, but a ftrift account de- 
manded for fcalps. They were prohibited frorti fcalping the wounded, ' 
©r even the dying, and the perfons of aged men, wopnen, children, and 
prifonersi were declared to be racre<i even iii aH'aults* 

ij 2 commanded 
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comtnanded by Lieot. Colonel St. Leger, procee^J-by ibe 
Mohawk Rivera and invefied Forc Stanwix^ which was 
commanded by Colonel Ganievoort, a name which pughtco 
be tranfmitted on account of the unftiaken firtaicrfs with which 
he defended the plact* A body of Americana advancing to 
its relief| were defeated by a party of Indians, but feveral of 
their moft refpe^ed warriors fell in the aflion, wbicb^ 
tegethei^with the reftraints which w^e laid on th^ir faVagci 
tbirft of blood, gave them a hearty difrelifb of the fervice. 
St; Leg^r, in vainattempted^ bo^h by offers of advantageous 
terms, upon fttrrender, and by threats of utter extirpation^ 
in cafe of obftinate perfeverance, to gain pofTeffion of the 
place $ and the approach of Arnold with a confiderable army, 
obliged him at length to retire from the fort^ the Indians 
who accompanied him having haftUy refolved to return 
iiome y but before they feparated themfeives, they committed 
depredations upon theijr allie; with impunity. This de« 
fe<Sion, and the enemy he had t^ encounter, obliged St» 
Leger to retire to Canada, and abandon General Burgoyne 
with the main body <ff the troops, which were now reduced 
ta 3^500 fighting men, not 2000 of which were Britifh i 
the Canadians and Provincials having, in general, deferted* 
The a>fny thus reduced in numbers, engaged the provincial 
militia c6n>manded by Major-General Gates, an Englifh- 
man, and who had ferved as an ofEcer during the iaft war» 
Th,e former remained mikfiers of the field, and the latter re- 
tired in good order*. , 

The perilous iituation of the northern army being, now 
known- at New York, Sir Henry Clinton, with a con- 
fiderabk body of troops, .embarked jn armed gallies and 
fmall veiTcls, and having fome frigatesunder' the command 
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of<7otn«dd6re Hotham, proceeded up Hudfon's Kivti^^ 
wiifh a view ito gain Aftany^ and thereby open a commu-' 
fifcaiion'vnfhSurgoyRe. Some for($ were taken and de- 
ftroyed. Sit Junes Wallace^ with 'a fquadron of fmall 
frigaiteS) and-Getteral Vaitghan, at the head of a body of 
light troops, fpread terror and deftrudion wherever they 
went ; the village of ^fopus was reduced to afliesf , and 
every principle of humanfty feemed to be abfofbed in a zeal 
for extirpating irreclaimable rebels* 

Variotss were therattempts made to convey infonnatioii t# 

General Burgoyne of the approach of fuctours, but they 

were in general defeated byrthe treachery of fome entrufted 

, with the fecret. On the 7th ofOiflober^ Burgoyne fougb^t 

a defperate battle with Arnold, but was. obliged to retreat 

into his camp, where he was foon after attacked with great 

fury, but in this onfet Arnold received a wound, and his 

troops were foon after repulfed. The combined army now 

lay a few miles fouth of Saratoga, on the way to Albany ^ 

,to the latter place it was impradlicable to penetrate, but to 

the former it efFe£led a retreat. The only remaining hope 

confided in retiring to Fort Ed Ward, but I10 more than threie 

days provifion, upon Ihort allowance, remained in ftore, antt 

Xhe camp was inveded with an army of 16,000 men, which 

occupied every pa fs. In this extremity a council of war was 

- called on the 13th of October, compofed of the Generals, 

'field officers, and Captains commanding cores, wherein it 

•was refolved to open a treaty with Major- General GatCf, 

and three days after a convention was figned, whereby it 

-was ftrpulated, that the Britiih and Heffian troops (hould 

march out of ^he camp with all the honours of war, and 

their artillery, to a place appointed, where.. they fliould de« 

f Oflober i6, 1777. 
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pofit their arm$. They were to be allowed z free embarka^ 
kation and paflage from Boftoo to Etrrope, on condition of 
their not ferving again in America during tlie war } th^ 
officers- to be admitted on parole, and to wear their fide 
arms 5 all private property to remain unmolefted, and pubt 
lie ftores of all kinds to be delivered up upon honour, 

. Whilft the vanquifhed army was employed in the irki; 
fome ta(k of piling th^ir arms, the American General felt 
- as an Englifliman) and to alleviate, as much as poffible, 
the painful fituatton of his countrymen, die^ qiFhis whole 
lurmy, (b ^that none of his men were fpedlators of the tranf- 
(Sifiion. It is truly memorable, ih^tth\$. ^ciScd2Lrtnj^ rer 
ceived thefe honoyrable terms of capitMlacjon, on the very 
^ay when the defeiiceleis town of i^fopus yvas \yantonly laid 
in ruins. 

» 

Several inAances. occur in the hiftory of Europe, during; 
the prefent century^ of fimilar misfortunes befalling large 

..bodies of troops, A^ the battle of Blenheim, 13,000 men, 
%he beft troops in France, laid down their arms without 

.firing a volley. Some yeafs after 14^000 Swedes, com- 
manded by Cbarks XU* t^'^ then invincible, furrendered 

^themfelyes prifoners at difcretion to an arn^y of Ruffians. 
The fate of 5000 BritiQi troops, under General Stanhope, 
jn New Caftile, in the year 1710, is welllcnown. 

The Cofngrefs, upon various pretences,' afterwards rc- 
fufed to ratify this convention ; fo that the troops remained 
prifoners of War for more than three years j J^nd when they 
were at length einbaiked, not one fixtb part of their origi- 
nal nurnbers were muftered, the far greater part having 
affimilated themfelves to their conquert>rs ^. 

f The army whjch fvinendered amoimted to upwards of 5600 men, 
•fiicers included; the non-efFe5live men at the time of the capitulation, 
aiuft therefore have been a very confiderable number. 

The 
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The army under Sir William Howe repofecl in com- 
^Foruble winter quarters at PhDadelphia, whilft Wafliing- 
'toUf now reinforced with 4000 men from the northern 
army, and a large train of artillery, advanced to White-- 
inarlh, and foon after removed to Valley-forge, where his 
troops were obliged to continue during the fevericies of 
winter in a hutted camp, twenty-two miles from the capi» 
, taU Here he entrenched himfelf in fo ftroiig a manner, 
that Sir William Howe thought it not advifeable to attack 
hiodv 

t 

It appears that difciplin^ was much better maintained, 

whilft the .combined army continued in Pennfylvania, than 

in the Jerfeys, the preceding winter. But though the army 

.was well fupplied with neceffariesi, the inhabitants, to the 

amount of 20,000, were reduced to great diftrcfs. The 

Quakers in England were no fooner informed of the fufFer*- 

ings of their brethren in Philadelphia, than fome fhips 

were immediately freighted with fuch articles as were moft 

wanted for their fupport and relief. 

The Britifli Commander had in vain remonftrated for 
more troops, and imagining that he had loft the confidence 
of government, folicited his Majefty's permiiSon to with- 
draw from the command,^ which he immediately obtained. 
The condu^ of this General has been feverely fcrutinized^ 
and every endeavour has been ufed to attribute to his zt;//- 
^ful ncglefl:, the procraftination of the war in America, 
The HeiBan commander was heard to declare, '^ that if 
Great Britain had paid her General by the job, and not by 
|he day, the bufinefs would have been foon fettled ;" but the 
future events of the war have certainly weakened the force 
of the attacks upon Sir William Howe. It is milch eafier 
p decide upon vvhat ought to be the operations pf aa army 
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4iver a napt than tp tfk& tbofe purppff^s ip fhe Sel4« 
General Amberft, in the laft war, was employed two cBm^ 
paigns in driving 5000 French troops oat of America; 
4>ut the nation was then as much difpofed to be pleafed, aa 
it has fince been provoked to difcontent. The enemies cf 
Howe readily allow bim to poflefs an uncommon ibare 
of perfonal courage and great profeffional fkill. tik ha- 
bits of difSpation were fuch as n^ilitary men are more paf* 
ticularly addiSed to ; they were no lefs predominant in 
Marflial Saxe, notwithftanding whicb» he is now .confi^ 
dered as the firff General of his agCi, We are not, at thir 
day, to lay claim to tbe extraordinary gifts of public l^irit. 

Sir William Howe has been loudly and generally blamed 
as deferting the northern army, by undertaking his ibuth-- 
em expedition. His juftification of himfelf appears for- 
cil>le,. not to fay conclufive. By proceeding to the 
fouthward, he elFedted a powerful diveriion in favour of 
peneral Burgoyne, by drawing off the main American 
army« On the other hand, had he advanced up Hudfon-s 
Oliver, Wafhington, with his whole force, would have 
either cut off his communication with New York, or with 
the northern army. The cry would then have been, that 
he had wafted the campaign in accoroplifliing what would 
have fuccccded as well without bun. By the fall of Ti- 
Conderoga, bis afliftance Teemed to become unneceffary, as 
rapid fuccefs was expeSed to follow. Had he then pro- 
ceeded with his army to the fuccour of the victorious Ge- 
neral, he would. have been thought envioufly to have 
grafped at a fliare of that^lory which would otherwife have 
been entirely due to the northern Chieftain. Add to thisj 
tpathis inftruaions, infteadof direfiing fuch a conjun£i 
jilan of operations, pointed out Philadelphia as his objeA. 

Among the plans fuggeftcd In the beginning of the year 
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f777t for the deftinatton of ibe northern army^ one wa^^ 
to embark it at Qudbec^^ in t>rdtf either -to efie.i^ ft,cpn«' 
lunfiion with Siir Willram Hovre by fea, or to. employ it 
ibfuarxtely, to co-o|)efate with/the main defigns,,by fuch 
^eans «8 &ou)d be withini its ftrangtb, upon other parts d 
the continent* The' event hais Aeivp, how much ^nrefer-* 
able it would have been to have given fuch a direction ta 
tte ciltoipaign. 

The parliament aiTembkjl'on the 20th of November, 
1777. The King's fpeech fpoVe of the iie9effity ti coh- 
tinuing (be war hi America, and of the probability diat it 
would be neceflary ncit only to keep the land-foucee cbm- 
plete to their eftabKihment, but to encreafe them bjr con^ 
tca&ing new engagements. Of the drfpofition of fomgn 
powers it fpoke dotibtfally^ His.Majefty faid, ^ la^on the 
one hand I am determined that the peac^ of Eurqpe ihatt 
not bedifturbed by me, ib on ibe ofther I ihall dlwayi^ be 
a faithful guardian of the honotir of the crown lof Gieat 
Britain.'? 

» • X 

The addrefs in aniwer to the King's fpeech yrzs moved 
for in the Houfe of Commons by Lord Hyde, and fecond* 
ed by Sir Gilbert Elliot,i the latter of whom gave a Joofc 
to the fervour of youth, and paid the moft lavifh compli<f 
ments to the wifdom and equity of adminiftration, declaring^ 
that the rectitude of their meafures was fo demonftrable. 
that he wa$ amazed a fingle Englishman could be found 
hardy enough to oppofe them, and juftify the American 
rebels. It had long been' the pradice of government to 
difleminate, by every means which unbounded influence 
fupplied^ the opinion|,that all the oppofers of public mea- 
fufes were unprincipled, clamorous and feditious men, 
who oi^Iy aimed at en^barraiBng and diftrefiing thofejn 
power, in hopes of rendering their pofts untenable, -and 
' ^ - ^ advancing 
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advancing themfelves to envied pre-eminenee • Foreigners 
have defcribed thegovermnent of England as more tempef^ 
tttou» than the fea which furrounds the ifland ; but adiidft 
the body of the people this fury has of late very much abated. 
The prdent age, grown weary of the political as well as 
leitgiotts difputations, in which their forefathers had deeply 
ioterefted themfelves, and difgufted at the condud of many 
profeflfed patriots, who had renounced their principles to 
acquire power, were eafily prevailed upon to place a con* 
fidence in their rulers, and to entertain the moft incurable 
fufyicioos of tbofe who profefled themfelves the champions 
•f the conftittttioiT^ But it will perhaps be difficult to 
f rodace a fingle feffion of parliament fince the acceffion of 
dw Houfe of Hanover, in which the members who 
compofed the minority in both Houfes, gave more iir« 
Cforvocad proofs of their integrity and wifdom,. than 
in the prefent* The condua of the Earl of Chatham 
In the Hottje of Lords on the firft day of the feffion, 
ferves as one proof in fupport of this affcrtion. *« The 
jaundiced eye of party,*' is little qualified to difccrn 
truth* But whilft an biftorian ought to ibun the 
contagion of faflion, he is no lefs bound to point out 
inftances of true patriotifm and fuperior penetration,^ whe- 
ther they are to be found in thp meafures of the cabinet, or 
in the propofitions which originate in the kgiflative body. 
To adopt the language of a living writer of dcferved celc- 
brity ♦, ««^ our fole objea is to be ufeful and to be true. 
Far be from us that fpirit of party which blinds and de- 
grades thofe who are the conduftors, and tbofe who afpire 
to be the inftruQors of ipankind. Our wifli is for o^r 
country, our homage is to juftice. We honour virtue, ii^ 
whatever place, in whatever form,»fhe is fecn ; the dif- 
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lifldions of condition and of nAtioa cannqt eftran^ us froflg 
her," 

f 

When the addrefs had been moved for by Earl Percy, in the 
Houieof 1/ords. the Earl of Chatham rofe and declared^ that 
)^e would not join in congratulation on misfprtune and diC^ 
'grace, He faid, it was a perilous and tremendous moment 
?nd not a time for adulation* It was neceflary to difpel 
4be deluiioh and darknefs which enveloped the thronej and 
todifplay, in^ its full danger and iiati;ye colours, tberuift 
•bat was brought to our doors. Ti^e meafures which ha4 
been purfued, he faid, had reduced this late floiurifliiiig 
'lempire to ruin 'and ^contempt. Not only the^ppwer ani 
firerigtb of this country was wafting away Jind expirinj|« 
but her well-earned 'glories,, her true hbnourand iiibfiaiiti^l 
dignity were faerificed. France, my Lords, ^continued hci, 
))as infalted you ; (he has encouraged and fuftained An^ 
lica ) and whetbei America be wrong or right, the dig. 
•fiity of this country ought Co fpnrn at the officious infult ^ 
French interference. The miniftera and ambalQidors ^ 
thofe who are called rebels and enemies, are in Paris : j||i 
Paris they tranfa£l the reciprocal in tercfts of America a^d 
' Fi'ance. Can there be a more mortifying infiilt ? Can ev^ 
our-minifters fuftainamore humiliating diigrgce ? Do they 
dare to i^efent it ? Do they prefume even to bint a vindica- 
tion of their honour, and the dignity of the ftate, by rf« 
quiring the difmiflal of thejplenipotentiaries of America? 
Such is the degradation to which they hare reduced t^ 
glories of England? The people whom they.afiedled to call 
contemptible rebels, but whofe growing power has at laft 
obtained the name of enemies : the people with whom they 
have engaged this country in war, and againft whom they 
now command our implicit fupport in every meafure of 
^efner^t'e boftility \ this people, defpifcd as rebels, or ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledges ^s enemies, are abetteij agarhft us, fuppliel 
with every military ftore, their interefts confulted, and 
tbek ambafladors entertained by our inveterate enemy I 
and OUT mihifiers dare ndt interpofe with dignity and tScSt, 
Is this theiionour '6r a great l^ingdom ? Istfab the tndig? 
nantfpjrit of England, who but yefterday gave law to the 
lioufe of Bourbon ? 



His Lbrdfliip linen imrncd hH yienv lofvmrdt Atecric% 
and itclinsd the «ttcr inpoffibiiity of oonquving thac 
ceuAtty . fie Ihswed, that jdtiriog duree camptigna we bad 
done *|iothiiig^ and iu£»ed Inuch; beiides, perhaps tbe 
total hrft ctf the nortliorti force *. You miiy fwell every 
^pefijtte alid every eflFort ftili more extravagantly ; |Mle and 
aco^muliteevcvy affiftance yoii can buy or borrow j traffic 
and baiter with everjr Jittie pitiful German .prinee, ths^t 
^llshis fubje>Asto tbe ^upbles ;df a foreign potentate.; 
your^effbrte are for ever vain. and impotent.; doubly fo, 
from chrs 'mercenary aidtm which you rely, for \i irriiatet 
to «n incurable refentmenty the. minds of your enemies, by 
^ver^^ruantiig theni'with tbe mercenary fons of rapine and 
plunder; devoting them and their ;poff^ffio)» to the rapa- 
city of hireling cruelty. He added, your'Offrn army is 
' infeSed wjth the contagion of thefe illiberal ^ties : the 
fpirtt df plunder and of rapine is gone fonh among them.; 
your difciplineis deeply wounded. Whilft this is noto* 
rioUfly your (mking fituation,^merica grows and flourjflies: 
.9thi\t your ftrength and difpipliae is lowered, theirs rifes 
aad improves* 

His Lordfliip execrated virith great vehemence the mear 
fures of delegating to the mercilefs Indian, the defence of 

* The news of General Burgpyne^ Airrender arrived .a fortnigiit after | 
this |>redidiony thcrifore, ihews die intelligence which this great man 
deiivcd isom his own fa^cious mind*. 

difputed 
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4ifputed ught$», aod to wage the horrors of barbarous war 
agaiaft our brethren *• Our army, familiarized tp the 
horrid fcQoes of (avage cruelty, could no longer boaft of the 
fiobk and paeroy^s principles which dignify a fojdier. 

No man, he faid, wiflied more for the due dependence 
«f America^ oa this country than himfelf : to preferVe it, 
and not io confirm that ftate of independence into which 
the coivlu£k of government hitherto had driven theni, waa 
the obje£k which parliament ought to unite in attaining* 
America derived affiftance and prote&ion from us, and we 
reaped from; her the moft impor^nt advantages. She waa 
ihdeed the fountain of our wealth, the nerve pf our ftreogth^ 
the nurfery and baiis of our naval power. It is our duty„ 
therf fore,^ if we wi(h to fave our country, feri(>ufly to en« 
deavour the recovery of thefe. beneficial fubjeds ; and ia 

.* Ik is pleafing to record inftances of genuine goodnefs of heart and 
dtiinteiiefted philanthropy^ which leads us to infert here the conduct of Go* 
vemor Pownal in, the Houfe of Commons (February 6, 1778)9 ^hen the 
iubje^ of the Indian war was under difcufiion. That benevolept man 
propofed, as a means of putting a ftop to the Horrid cruelties ef the 
Americftn favagesy. that the two countries ihouldmotualijry in theipirit 
ef good faitby break off all alliance with thde blood^hounds of w^r, cn« 
gsge to treat tbem as enemies whenever they (hould commit an a£l of 
kofiility againft any whi^e perfon, whether European or American, 
whereby all the dreadful icenes of indifcriminate murder would be pre* 
Vented. If government, he faid, would propofe to Congrefsy the terms^ 
^f fuch an agreement, he would anfwer for it that the Congreft would 
embrace them, and execute them with g»od faith. Such a difpofition^ 
and fuch an overture, he faid^ might be productive of the happieft confe- 
quences j it might lead to the mutual performance of good ofKces, and lay 
the foundation of a more ex ten five treaty, which^ by prudent management^ 
might be brought to terminate in peace $ and he offered to go himfelf, if 
government would adopt the meafure, and parliament ratify it, without 
^ay, or.fbe hope of any reward, and make thepropofaltoCmi^efs^ and 
would anfwei^ with hit life for the fucceis that would attend iu 

thif 
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thh perilous crlCs, perhaps the pr^fent nlomeni liiiy be tW 
only one in which we can hope fof fuccefs *, for in theilf 
segotiatiohs with France, they have, or thtnk they have^ 
leafon to complain : though it be notorious, that they havd 
received from that power important, fupplie^ and affiftance 
of various kinds ^ yet it is certain, -they expeA kfin a more 
decidveand immediate degree* America is in to ill huinouf 
with France on fome points thut have not entirely an«* 
fwered her expectations, let us wifdy take advantage df 
every poffible moment, of reconciliatioh. America and 
France cannot be congehiaK There is fomething decifive 
^nd confirmed in the honeft Ameritan, that willhot affimi-^ 
late to the futility and levity of Frenchmen* The natural 
dfifpofition of America fiill leans towards England, and thd 
old habits of conne£lion and mutual intereft that united 
both eountries. This was the eftablifhed fentiment 6f all 
the continent, and ftill, my Lords, in the great and prin-^^- 
cipal party the found part of America, this wife and affect 
tionate difpofltlon prevails,. 

The defigns of foreign powers, he. faid, was tobd 
judged of rather by their aSions, and the p^ture of things^ 
than by interefted aflertions. The uniform affiftance ren^ 
dered to America by France, (hewed the difpofitioh of that 
kingdom. The mod important interefts of Ffance^ in ag.*' 
grandizing and enriching her felf with what (he moft wants^ 
fupi^ies of every* naval (lore from America, mud infpire 
lier with fentimeats not pacific towards Englaud^ In this 
complicated crids of datiger^ weakiiefs at home, and calaa 
mity abroad, terrified and infiilt^d by the neighbouring 

* This warning voice was heard in vain f and in lefst than t^o mbntfai 
•f^er^ a coinmerdal treaty was figned at Paris $ upon which event theMl- 
Aiftereagerly addpted the faliitary plan of xondu^b hereadrired | but it vfwd 
then too late $ the Americans faw that the overture was didatod by fesH^ 
•tul that it tended only to allure them to break their faith with France^ 

, powers I 
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powers; unable to z& in Americt) or tSting only to be- 
deftroyed, he afked, where was the- man with the forehead 
to promife or hope for fuccefs in fuch a fituation i You 
cannot conciliate Atnel^ica hj your prefent meafures ; you 
cannot fubdue her by your prefent, or by any meafures.— 
What then can you do i You cannot conquer, you cannot 
gain, but you can addrefs ; you can lull the fears and 
anxieties of the moment into an ignorance of the dai^er 
that (hould produf e them* 

His Lordfliip then propofed an amendment to the addrefs ^ 
to his Majefty, which recommended an innnediate ceflatiott 
of hoftilities, and the commencement of a treaty to reftore 
peace and liberty to> America, 'ftrength and faappinefs to 
England, fecurity and permanent profperity to both coua« 
tries. The amendment was rejeSed by 97 to 28« 



When the nation had fomewhat recovered from the con* 
fiernation into which it was thrown, by the arrival of the 
difpatches which related the furrender of general Burgoyne 
and his army, ftrenuous endeavours were ufed to fet on foot 
i4ibrcriptions for the purpofe of raifing men. The towns 
of Liverpool and Manchefter raifed each a regiment ; the , 
cities of Edinburgh and Glafgow furniflied the like fup« 
p]y<: feveral independent companies were raifed in Wales. 
The livery of London Was convened for the purpofe of 
raifing and maintaining a body of 5000 men, but the mea- 
fure could not be carried. A private fubfcription was thea 
kt on foot at the London Tavern, by which about 
20,oool. was collefted. At Briftol, the corporation could 
not be brought to adopt the plan, but many individuals 
gave a public teftimony of their zeal, by affixing their 
names to larg^ fums of money, profefiedly for the purpofe 
of raiftng men for his Majefty's fervice. The number of 

nea 
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man ohtaiAcd in conliiquluicc of tbcfe corporate aad private 
fiibferiptioii9 were £m4 ta amouiu to 15^000. 

« 

• • * 

When the parliament afieiiibLed; after the Eafter recefi y 
this mode of r^iiinig U90P15 without tji^ concMrrencc or 
knowkdgeof the legjQature, was objcAcd to a^ highly un« 
cobftiliHional, and d^agcFous to the liberties of this coun- 
try; it being, the fole and unalterable right of parliament 
to grant money and men for the fervice of the ftate. Tha 
plan on which thefe benevolences were conducted, was 
equally ventured, becau& it,\fras^ caloilated to ferve a few 
men of influence^ who were complimented with the privi* 
lege of naming the officers,^ the purchafc money of whofe 
commii&ons, it was faid, would greatly exceed the whole 
expence of railing the men. The full amount of the gra- 
tuities was Calculated at 8o,oooK and the nation incurre4 
an jexpence of not lefs tha^ 480,0001. by the full and half 
pay of th&officers, with the pay and cloathing of the men. 
It was likewife aflerted, that the only oeconomical plan 
would haye been to offer bounties to recruits entering to fervt 
in the old regiments^ which plan had been adopted by the 
city of London in the laft war, and was found to render 
t&ntial fervice to the army at a cheap rate* 

Wbjift.thofe who were ftrenuoot f6r puirfalng, at all 
events, the America^ war^ bad nojNf an opportunity of con* 
tributing their benevolences to it, people of a contrary fen- 
timent, found another channel through which their bountjp 
flowed. The American prifoners, at th|it time confined in 
England, fufiered many haitKhips, which the fubfiftenc^ 
allowed them by governiiient, if faithfully dealt out tQ 
them, could not be fuppofed tp remove, and which wcrtf 
increafed, in many ioilances, by the inhumanity and cruelt]^ 
tf their keepers* To relieve thefe unhappy meo» n fub- 
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fcription. was opened, by which they were fupplied with 
cloaths, firing, bedding and. other neceflaries, during th^ 
winter, 

• % * • 

On the 30th of January, 1778, a treaty of commerce 
was figned by the American Plenipotentaries, and the Coiint 
de Vergennes, the French minifler for foreign affairs ; and 
the week after, a treaty of alliance was executed. The 
Earl of Shelburne, dn the 5th of Dececnber, had put, the 
queftion to the miniftry, in the Houfe 6f Lords, whether 
fuch a tranfa£lion had not taken place ? which they then 
difclaimed any knowledge of, but on the 17th of February^ 
Lord North brought in two bills tending to a reconciliatioii 
with America. The firft was exprefsly defigned to remove 
all doubts and appreheafions concerning taxation by the 
Parliament of Great Britain, in any of the Colonies, Pro- 
vinces, and Plantations of North-America aod the Wefl- 
Indies, and it alfo repealed the aA of parliament which Im* 
pofed the duty on tea. The other bill enabled his Majefty 
to appoint Commiffioners with fufficient powers to tre^t, 
confult, and agree upon the means of quieting the diforders 
fubfifiin^ in certain of the Colonies of North-America. 
Thefe Commif&oners were endowed with very cxtenfive 
powers :, they were authorized to treat with the Congrefs by 
name, as if it were a .legal body, and fo fas to give it au- 
thenticity, as to fuppofe its ads and conceffions binding 
upon America. They were empowered to treat with any of 
the Provincial Afiemblies upon their new conftitution, and 
with any indivijluals in their civil capacities or military 
commands': with General Wafliington, c# any other of- 
ficer. The Commiffioners had a power to order a fuf- 
penfion of arms ; to fufpend the operation of all laws ; and 
to grant all forts of pardons, immunities and reWards ; to 
re&)re all the Colonies, or any of them, to the form of their 

X ancient 



( 298 ) 

ancient conftkution, as it ftood before the troubles ;. and in 
any of thofe where the King nominated the GpverHorsy 
Council,' Judges, or other magiftrates, to nominate fu$:h 
at their difcretion, until his Majefty's further pleafure could 
be known. 

It bad been obje£led to the former Commifi|oners, that 
their powers were deficient : this aft therefore declared, 
that fliould the Americans claim their independence at the 
outfet of the treaty, they fliould not be required to renounce^ 
it, until the treaty had received its final ratification by the 
King and Parliament of Great Britain. A reafonable and 
moderate contribution towards the common defence of the 
empire, when re-united, was ^o be negotiated for, but fuch 
(X>ntribution was not to be infifted upon as zfine qua Hen of 
the treaty. 

The concefiions which the^ Britiih Parliament hereby^ 
made to America, were much more ample than thofe recom* 
POendjEd by the Earl of Chatham and Mr. Burke, three years 
before, but which wiere then unhappily difapproved. It 
was the opinion of feveral members, that, a repeal of all the 
oi))no3diou8 a£ts fhould be a preliminary to any treaty, in- 
ftead of being held out to them in future. The minority, 
in general, fupported the bills, though, fome of them de- 
clared, that, in their opinion, the o0er would arrive too 
late. Both the bills pafied the Houfe of Commons on the 
2d of Marcb^ were carried through the Houfe of Lorda 
without a divifion, and were paiTed the 9th of the fame 
month. 

. ' ' ' 

On the 1 7 lb of March, a meffagc from his Majcfty was 
prefented to both Houfes of Parliament, relative to a decla* 
tian delivered to Lord Weymouth 4)y M» de NoaiUes, the 
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-French Ambafiador, fignifjing, in form^ the treaty of 
friendfliip and commerce which had been entered into with 
the States of America. It defcribed thofc States as being in 
full poffeffion of independence, and declared that the con- 
trafling parties had paid great attention not toftipulate any 
cxclufivc advantages in favour of the French nation, and 
the United States had referved the liberty of treating with 
every nation whatever, upon the fame footing of equity'and 
reciprocity; It expreffed a defire that the good harmony 
fubfifting between Great Britain and the court of France, 
might not be altered by fucb a ftep, and an expedlation 
that the commerce between Fi-ance and America, would 
not be interrupted,, and fignified that at all events the 
French King was determined to proteft effectually the law- 
ful commerce of bis fubjedts^ and to maintain the dignity 
of his flag* 

In confequehce of ihh declaratioh, his Majefty ac- 
Iqiiainted his Parliament, that he had recalled his Aiiibaf- 
fadoJr from the court of France, andihould depend upon 
Parliament for fupport, which was promifed4n the ftrongeft 
terms of loyalty and affe£lion; A declaration of war againft 
France would no doubt have immediately followed th% 
King'^s meffage, if an opinion had not prevailed, that 
America was at liberty to make peace, without confulting 
her ally, unlefs England declared^ war^ ' 

Thp Hiftory of Europe might perhaps be confuUed in 
;vain^ to find a more aftonii&ing inftance of blindtiefs and 
infatuation than that (hewed by the Britiih miniilry during 
the progrefs of this treaty* That fuch an alHancc was ne- 
gotiating at Verfailles, had been confidently declared in- 
both Houfes of Parliament^ from the very commencement 
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of the feffion *, and a variety of open and apparent circum* 
fiances, rendered the information highly probable. The 
intelligence communicated to government by ouir Ambaf- 
fadorat the court of Verfailles, not having been laid bcfort 
Parliament, cannot be fully known. Indted, inftances arc 
not wanting, of the mofi important meafures having been 
concerted, under the very eye of an Ambaflador, wbofe 
country was deeply interefted in the confcqucnces, without 
his being at all appJ-ized of the defigns. Walfxngham, a 
man of diftinguilhed penetration, was, in perfcft ignorance 
of^the intended maflacre at Paris, until the.night when that 
bloody tragedy was aftcd ; and the Marquis of AlbyvjUe, 
the Englift minifter at the Hague, gave no certain Intel- 
ligencc of the dcftination of the armanient which was pre- 
paring in Holland to tranfport the Pxincc of Orange to 
England, until King Jame» had been apprized of it from 
various quarters. 

Indecifion and procraftination h^d too long marked the 
condu£l of adminifiration, infomuch that M. de Koaillet, 
the French Ambaflador, en his departure from' London, de» 
fcribed the Britifli councils as fo totally Undetermined and 
indecifive in every matter, ' whether of public or private 
concern, that he never could get a pofitive anfwer from the 
miniders, upon any bufinefs, whether of fmall or of the 
higheft importance. How difFerenc were the fentiments of 

* It is aflerted by Silas Deane, an American Deputy, who iigned 
the commercial alliance on the part of the States, that Arthur Lee, 
one of his colleagues, immediately on Signing the inftrument, that 
very night, tranfmitted the following mercantile epiftle to the Ear] of 

S n. *' This day, the new partnerihip was figned and fealed, and 

the new Houfe will begin to proceed to bufinefs imraediatety. If the 
old Hcufe meant to have any thing to do farther,^ and means honefiljj 
it mult make its propofals immediately/* 
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M. de Buflfyt ^hsn he leturned home from his fruitkis ne- 
gDttation eighteen years before ! But the helm of ftate was 
then under the guidance of another pilot^. 

Such being the fatal propenfities which predominated, the 
n^vy of England was now found to be in no condition to 
revenge the infult offered by France ; whilfl a fleet conftfting 
of twelve (hips of the line, fix frigates, fourteen flore<>{bips, 
with 6000 troops, under the command of the Count d'£fiaing, 
failed frpmTouIon, immediately, upon the French court being 
informed of the reception, which its declaration had met with 
at St. Jameses f ^ It is warrantable to take council eveo 
from an enemy | the cpnduA of England towards Ef^nce, 
iQ the year 17559 was n6w adopted by her antagonifl ^ 
meafures were taken to firike a deciiive firoke while the two 
kingdoms remained at peace* It could not be doubted 
t^iat this forge was deftined for America, but much time was 
loft before a fleet could be got ready to make head againft 
it. The arfenals at Portfmouth could not fupply the re- 
quifite (lores or rigging, and the want of feamen impeded 
every operation. At length Admiral $yron, witln twelve 
fail of the line, put to fca J: but before we follow tbefe hoflilc? 
fleets, it will bp neceflary (o fpeak of (be tranfadlions in 
Parliamentt 

On the 2d of Apr^U E^rl Nugent moyed, that a coin« 

mittee of t(ie whole Houfe (hould be appointed toconfider of 

the trad^ of Ireland, which had feverely fuffeifed by the 

^ war with America, a ftop having t^een thereby put, in a 

* Charles the Second complained to a Dutch Ambafladorj that the 
States paid lefs regard to him than they had done to Cromwell $ to which 
the Dutchman, with phlegmatic franknefs, replied^ << Ah, $ir, Qlivev 
vas quite another fort of a man/* 
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. great me^fure^ to the exportation of manufadures from 
thence, hence a large body of the people were deprived 
of their ftated employiQents, and rendered deftit^te of the 
means^ of fubiifting. The decreafe of trade was flill more 
fevercly felt, in confeqiience of very heavy additions which 
had been recently made to the civil eftabllibment, by the 
increafe of penfions, and other burcienfome appointments. 
The relief folicited was, to take off fome of the many re- 
ftridions, which cramped both the export and import trade 
of that kingdom. Such an innovation alarmed the mer- 
chants of Briftol and Liverpool no lefs than the manu- 
facturers in Lanca(hire, and the county of Nottingham, 
the members for which places ftrenuoufly oppofed the ad- 
mi ffioti of Ireland to a participation of the rights of Britiih 
fiibjefts; Mr, Burke, who had been chofen as a repre- 
fpntative of the city of Briftol, by the free, votes of the 
citizens', without any expence, on this occafion, found 
himfelf in a tnoft unpleafant fituation. The prejudices ec-' 
tcrtaihed by his conftituents were too violent to be com- 
bated, but the juftice, the expediency, and even the necef- 
fity 6f the grant, urged him ftrongly in its favour j at 
the fame time it appeared to him in no refpeft to interfere 
with the intercfts of Briftol, or of any other part of this 
kingdom; he therefore noblyrenouncing all private views and" 
cxpeflances, came forward, and with a degree of public 
fpifit that would have done him honour in the mpft virtuous 
times, became the champion of an oppreffed and fuffering 
people. He confuted very ably, the principle laid down, 
that' Ireland could not be indulged in a free trade, without 
her becoming a rival to Great Britain. Tbe free ex- 
portation of fail cloth and manufadured iron (he had long 
enjoyed without any inconvenience being felt in this 
country, from whence he inferred that the other matters of* 
apprehenfion vvould be found equally groundlefs. A few 
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years before, an a£l had been pafled, allowing a free ttn- 
portation of woollen yarn from Ireland ; the manu- 
fa^urers in England oppofed the bill, but they were not 
able to throw it out, and experience has iince led them to 
acknowledge its beneficial tendency, A participation of 
manufacture, he faid, could not poffibly be detrimental to 
this country, there was* certainly room enough in the world 
for the trade of two fuch iflands as thefe. He obfefved, 
that although the internal wealth and the external advan- 
tages of trade and commerce, are forty times greater in £n« 
gland than in Ireland, yet the latter is taxed in proportion 
to one fourth of England^ which fliould incline this country 
to promote the means of her acquiring wealth. He la- 
mented that it could happen in any one inftance, tjiat his 
confcience ihould diredl him to take a part contrary to tho 
opinion of his cohftituents. It had been his invariable aim 
to prbteft their rights and interefts, and to a6t ^i all times 
as beciime the fenator and reprefentative of the people. '^In 
this inftance he had dared to a£t contrary to the wiflies, 
though he was fenfible not to the interefts, of his confti- 
tuents ; and if from his condu£): in this bufinefs, he (hould 
be deprived of his feat in that houfc, as he apprehended he 
might, he had the fatisfa£iion of being fully aflured, that 
he (hould fuffer in the very caufe of thofe who had inflidied 
the puni(hment. He fliould not blame his conftituents if 
they did fejc£l him j the ?vent would afford , a very ufeful 
example: on the one hand, of a fenator inflexibly adhering 
to his opinion againft inter^ft and agalnft popularity j and 
on the other, of conftituents exercifing their undoubted 
right of rejedion ; not on corrupt motives, but from their 
perfuafioi), that he whom they had chofen, had £^£led againft 
the judgment and in^ercft.of thofe he reprefented*,- 

, Notwithftanding 

• Thefe apprchenfions were verified at the general eIc6lion in i/Sp* 
Vvh^n Mr,- Burke lolt his ele^on for griilol ; previous to which, in ^ 
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Notwithftanding the Houfe feemed well difpofcd to adopt 
the bill, yet It was not carried through, and from forrie 
events whicfi afterwards turned up, it does not appear im- 
probable, that the fecret interpofition of thp miniftei- proved 
fatal to it, although be openly fupported it. 

The fevere laws which are in force againfl; Roman ca- 
tholics, difiinguilb this country from every other Proteftant 
fiate in Europe, whilft the inoffenilve condud 6f that body^ 
for a feries of years, had entitled them to fome relief from 
government. In the perilous iituation into which the nation 
was now brought, when an immediate invafion from France 
was threatened, and which we were very ill prepared to 
refift, a petition from the body of Roman Catholics, figned. 
by almoft every gentleman of thai'perfuafion, of note or 
property in England, wa& prefented to the King, ftrongly 
exprefilve of their loyalty and attachment to his perfop and 
government. Nothing, ther^efore, could more direcSUy meet 

ipeech to the dehors, fraught with true dignity and ftrong argument, he 
defended his conduft in this buiinefs, as follows : " It was a painful 
but ncceirai7 part of my duty, to read vhat was appioachihg in Ireland, 
in the black and bloody chara6Vers of the American war. I did not ob^ 
your inftru6lions : No. I. conformed to the inflni^lions of truth and 
nature* and maintained your interefts againfl your opinions, with aeon- 
ftancy that became me. A reprcfeotative worthy of y<^u, ought to be 
a perfon of lability. I am to look indeed to your opinions j but to fuch 
opinions as you and I mufi have five years hence. I was not to look to 
the.flafh of the day. I knew that you chofe me, in my place, along with 
others, to be~a pillar of the flate, and not a weathercock on the top of 
the edifice, exalted for my levit}- and verfatility, and of no ufe but t» 
indicate the fhiftings of every fafhionable gale. Would to God the 
value of my fendments on Ireland and on America, had been at this day 
a fubje^^ cf doubt and difcuilion \ No matter what my fufferings had been, 
fo that this kingdom had kept the authority I wlfhed it to maintaiB, by 
a grave forefigbt, and by an equitably tspjperance in the ufe df its 
]^QWcr." , ..,...•. ' •' ...•». 

the 



s* 



( 305 ) 

t 

Ibe wiflies of the court, than to fliew a proper fenfe of tbia 
attachment ; but the dread of incurring popular refentmenf, 
V^ould, mo(i: probably, have prevented the fmalleft exertion 
in their behalf. It muft be confidered as a piece of fubtik 
policy, for government to cSgA fo defirable an ohje£t by 
means of the members who compofed the oppofition i a fet 
of men whom venal pens and tongues had branded with the 
moft opprobrious epithets, becaufe they held opinions on 
great political points, eflential to the well*being of the flate. 
Which were repugnant to the minifterial creed. It appears, 
however, from their condu£t in this inftance, that their 
zeal to ferve the caufe of humanity, rendered them indif. 
ferent to the fugge&ions of, felf-intereft, or to the clamours 
of men under the influence of an intolerant fpirit : it even 
fubjeded them to the imputation of being ipade the dupes 
of crafty ftatefmen. 

On the 14th of May, 1778, Sir George Savile • brought 
i^bill into the Houfe of Commons, for the repeal of the 
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^ The following charader of this Baronet defenres a place bere.«-« 
I)e IS a true genius ; iwith an underftanding vigoroQSy acute, le- 
£ned ; diftinguifliing even to excefs ; and iUuminated with a moft 
unbounded, peculiar, and originalcaft of imagination. With the/e he 
poirdiTes many external and instrumental advantages ; and he makes ufe • 
of them all. His fortune is among the largeft ; a fortune which, wholly 
unincumbred as it is, with one iingle charge from luxury, .vanity, or 
excefs^' (inks under the benevolence of its diipenfer. This private be* 
nevoleiice, expanding itfelf int« patriotifm, renders his whole being the 
eftate of the public, in which he has not referved a peculium for himfelf 
ofpro^t, diveifion, or relaxation. During the feiHon, the firft in, and 
the laft out of the Hou(e of Commons j he pafTes from th^ fenate to the 

.1.4 . ' 

camp ; and, feldom feeing the feat of his anceftors, he is always in Par- 
liament to ferve his' country, or in the 6eld to defend it. But in all 
well-wrought compofitions/ fome particulars ftand out more eminently 
tl^aA tbQ reft I and the things ^hich will carry his name to pofterity, are 
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i io6 )' 

* 9A of 10 and 1 1 W. III. entitled, << An A€t to prevent the 
furtbtr Growth of Popery; ;" which to, the. many pains and 
penalties before inflided^ by a variety of afks of parliament^ 
added, a prohibition to popifh priefts officiating in tbe.fewJoe 
of that church ; foreigners fo offending were made guilty of 
felony, and natives of this kingdom, of high treafqn. Poptfli 
bcirs,. educated in foreign countries, incurred a forfeiture 
of their eftates, which defcended to the naxtproteftaot heir ^ 
a fen, being a proteftant, was empowjered to dtfpoilefs bia 
father, being a papift, of his eftate, and members of that 
communion were incapacitated from purcbafing landf* 

Tho 

ms two bills } I mean that for a limitation of th^ claims of the crowik 
upon landed eltates; and this for the relief of the Roman Catholics^ 
By the former, he has ' emancipated property ^ by the latter, . he has 
<[aieted confcience ; and by both, he has taught that grand leflbn to go* 
Tei nmcnt and fubjeft, — ^no longer to regard . each other as adverfe 
parties, 

.?><ich was the mover of the aft that is complained of by men, who are 
not ^ite fo good as he is $ an a^, moft afTuredly not brought in by him 
Irom any partiality to tha^ feA which is the objefl of it. For, amon^ 
hh founts, niay be redeemed a gi^ater degree of prejudice a^ainft thtit 
people^ than becomes fo wife a man. He inclines to a fort of difgiift* 
mixed with a coniiderable degree of afperity to the fyftem f and he hm 
lew, or rather no habits with any of its profeflbrs. What he did, was 
©n quite other motives. The motives were thefe, which he declared in 
bis excellent fpeech on his motion for the bill j namely, his extreme teal 
to the Proteftant religion, which he thought utterly difgraced by the aft 
oi 16995 and hisrootjed hatred l;o all kind of oppreflion, under any co- 
io^ or upon any pretence whadbever* 

f B.fliop Burnet, in the Hiftory ofhis ow^ Times, «vo, Edition til. 
3»*» 3'7» informsus, that after the peace of RyiWick (1697), agreat 
iwarm of priefts came over to England, not only thofe whom the re- 
volution had frightened away, but many new men, who were faid ^ 
boaft the favour and prote^ion <Jf which they wfere dflfured. Some ene- 
mies of government gave it out, that the favoiiring that religion was 1^ 
lecrei article of; the peace j and fo abfurd is malice arid csilU9my, that the * . 
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' The propriety of granting relief to a body of men wlio 
a£led confcientioufly, appeared fo clearly to the Houfe, that 
the bill was pafled without a diflenting voice. Whereby 
the fubje£l» of Great Britain, profeffijig the Romiih faitfa^ 
virere permitted to perJForm their rites of worfliip, were rea- 
fjered capable of inheriting or purchafing real efiates, upon 
fubfcribing an oath of allegiance to the King, and folemnl/ 
fdifclaiming the doftrlne of the Pope's auihority over this 
realm, or his power of abfolvipg the fubjefls of it ^rom 
their obligations to the government as by law eftabliihed% 
Dodrines which had prevailed in times of fuperftitious ig- 
norance^ but which had long been forgotten by the Apo« 
ftolical vicar at Rome, and were po longer held facred 
either by the priefihood or laity. Tf^e fpirit of perfecutioa 
is happily extiqguiflied in ipany of the Roman Catholic 
pountriej9 in Europe, even the moft rigid kingdoms have 
relaxed their feverity. Such a liberality of fentiment well . 
deferves imitation. The King of Pruflla has long fince 

Jacobites beg^an to fay, that the Kiiig wa» either of that religion^ or at 
leaft a favourer of it.-^Upon th^s, fome proposed thU bilL Thofe who 
brought it into the Houfe of Commons^ hoped that the court would hare 
oppofed it) but the court promoted the bill. So when thep^yfaw 
their miilake> they feemed willing to let the bill fall i and when that could 
not be done, they clogged it with many fevere, and feme unreafonable 
clauTeSy hoping that the Lords would not pafs the a£l $ and i^ was faid* 
that if the Lords ihould make tb^ leaft alteration injt^ they in the Houfe 
of CoinmohSj who had fet it on, were refolyed to let it lie on their tabl^ 
when it ihould be ient back to them. Many Lords, who fccretly fa-' 
Toured papifts, on the Jacobite account, did, for thist very reafon, move 
for feveral alterations } fome of thefe importing a greater fevei;ity 5 but 
the zeal againfl popery was fuch in that Uoufe, that the bill pafTed with- 
out any amendment, and it had the Rojal afTent, 

' •• It is very remarkable, that the original draft of this a6l of W. III. 
as faSt brought into the Houie, aimed at nothing more than obliging the 
Koman Catholics to take the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, and the 
%t&f the two firft of which are now enjoined them. See Burnet utfupra* 
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Iff] the W9y) by caufing a popiih church to be buth at 
Berlin, the fou^idation ftone of which was laid in his own 
i)ame. In an enlightened age, it is not poffible, that the 
tenets of popery (hould gain ground in a proteftant country. 

A committee of enquiry into the fliate of the nation, was 
appointed in each Houfe of Parliament, which fat early in 
the month of February, 1778. This was propofed in the 
upper Hcmfe by the Duke of Ri^hmpnd, and in the lower 
by his nephew, the Hon. Mr. Fox, Colonel Barr^ diflin-- 
guiflied himfelf greatly, iii his attempts to corred the abufe$ 
which' prevailed in the expenditure pf the public money^ 
and Sir Philip Jennings Gierke endeavoured to obtain aci 
ad, to reflrain !any perfon, being a member of the Hpufeof 
Commons, from being concerned himfelf, or any perfon in 
trufl for him, in any contract made by the Qommiffioners of 
his Majefty's Treafary, or Navy, the ppard of Ordnance, 
or by any oiher perfoa or perfons, for the public fervice^ 
iinlefs the faid contra£t (hall be made at a public bidding. 
Mr. Alderman Harlej was tl^e principal fpeaker againft the 
bill, which however was fupported by a great number of 
independent members, and was at length loft by on^y two 
votes*. 

The enquiries into the ftate of the, nation were purfued 
for, upwards of two months. The vaft fums voted for the 
fervice of the navy, during the laft eight years, and the bad 
condition in which that national defence was fuppofed to 
be, notwithftanding fuch ample provifion, were urged a$ 
proofs of great iieglig^i^e or peculation in that department, 
but the minifterial party had the addrefs to counteract every 
attempt to bring before the Houfes fuch evidence as was re- 
quifite to eftablifii fa£ls, and thereby to warrant a refolution, 

* nstoiij. May4» »77l. 
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of cenfure. Xhe tranrport-fervice was become an article 
of expence beyond all precedjent or imagination. At length, 
an addrefs to ^ his Majefly was propofed in the Houfe of 
Lords, ftrongly expreffive of cenfure on the King's mini'- 
flers ; defcribing, in emphatical terms, theftate'to which the 
nation was reduced, arid praying that his Majefty would be 
gracioufly pleafed to put an end to the fyftem which had 
prev^led in his court and adminifiration, to the difgrace 
and ruin of the kingdom. The minority were much di-' 
vided in opinion concerning the propriety of immediately 
acknowledging ^he independence of America. The addrefs 
being reje£tecj> a noble Earl propofed, that thofe members 
•who fupported it, ihould wait upon the King and prefent it, 
but fuch a fpiritcd proceeding was not adopted. 

During a very animated debate in the-Houfe of Lords, on 
the day that the committee for enquiring into the ftate of 
the nation clofed that bufinefs, the Earl of Chatham, whofe 
vigorous mind, on fo momentous an occafion, endeavoured 
to (hake ofFthe preflure of bodily infirmities, having fpoken 
with great vehemence, was fuddenly feized with a fainting-' 
£r, which he furvived but a (hort time. On the ii^h qf 
May this truly great man refigned his breath, in the fixtieth 
year of his age. 

This country may exult as much in having produced a 
Pitt, as in giving birth to a Milton or a Newton, his ge* 
nius, like theirs, being great and original. Nature had 
given him every bodily and mental qualification of an orator^ 
A graceful figure, a piercing eye, a voice ilrong and clear, 
which, through a variety of cadences, was harmonious and 
infinuating. He had iludied the mafter of Grecian elo- 
quence with the difcernment of a kindred fpirit : poffeffing 
a fancy equally playful, he wielded thunder equally^ ma« 

^ jeftic. 



( 310 ) 

je^c. tHThnU: he rivalled aatiqtrity in the poilrersof his 
eloquence^ among modern orators be was as the eagle 
among birds. The rapidity of his conceptions ftrugglmg 
with the ihackies of language, rendered hint frequently 
abrupt and incorr^£l, but the efFufions of genius always 
threw a grandeur over the whole^ like the creative pencil Of 
a Salvator Rofa. 

Thefe precious gifts were not deftined by Providence Xny 
be merely admired ; they were employed to recover a na- 
tion finking rapidly into effeminacy^ to its native fpirit 
and vigour* Born to a£t as well as to harangue, ev^ry 
department of government, both civil and military, felc 
his renovating influence. His difcernment pointed out 
men, whilfl: his wifdom planned meafures which his vigi« 
lance eflfefted* . When he withdrew from power, the in- 
fiance which he gave of incorruptible integrity, confum-^ 
mated his charadter : he then delivered into the treafury a 
very large fum of money, of which he was exempted from 
rendering any account, having officially received it for 
the fecret fervice of the ftate, but to which purpofe it had 
Dot been found neceflary to apply it* 

His greatnefs was not derived^ from noble birth) or tb^ 
gtfts of fortune* He rul^d over the empire of the mind^ 
and monarcbs felt the inferiority of external to intelle£i;ual 
-power. They either relu£lantly availed themfelves of his 
councils, or paid the forfeit for their contumacy in degra^ 
dation and ruin. In himfelf he was equally dignified^ 
Whether he awed the houfeof Bourbon, or fuffufed apallid^ 
oefs and trepidation over the minifter who fpurned at his 
warnings*^ It was only by the honours derived from 

* Such were the effe^ls of his elcquence Upon ihe Iftte Earl of Suffolk* 

kings 
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kings thdt h^ couM be degraded. What could ndt his tit^ 
vskitd foul effe£l ? He caufed eveii f)ngliflimen to renotiiice 
thofe political diftindions which had divided and weakened 
the nation for ihore than a century ! Difdaining to govern 
by parties, he abforbed them all into his own voftex« 
Alike regardlefs of the approbation or cenfure of bufy and 
pbfcure writers, (the objects of complacence or dread to 
court-made ftatefmen) he kept on his courfe, and made 
h}B appeal to the underftanding ahd to the heart* Tp fum 
up the whole of his chara£ter : he was a minift^r formed 
for fupcrinten^ing the afFairs of a mighty empii-c, and to 
preferve in a free Hate, the dueequipoife between the powers 
of the crown, and the liberties of the people. — Nil ori^ 
iurum alias j nil artum talefaientei. 

I 

t 

Such are. the viciffitudes in the Qiotives to human 
aflion, that the very member, who, when Mr. Pitt was 
minifter, iirft difplayed his oratorical powers againft the 
tneafures then purfuing, now pronounced a panegyric on 
the late Earl of Chatham, and moved that his remains 
fliould be interred at the public expence* Mr. Rigby en- 
deavoured to qua(h this motion, by fuggefting, that it 
would be a more lafting teftimony of public gratitude to 
vote a monument to his memory, which Mr. Dunniag 
propofed as an amendment to the original motion, and they 
were both carried without a diffenting voice*. The Earl of 
Shelburne moved in the Hou(Je of Lords, that the Houfe 
fliould attend the funqral of the late Earl, but it was loft by 
a calling vote* In coniequence of. an addrefe to his Ma- 
jefty from the Houfe of Commons, an annuity of 400oh 
per annum was afterwards fettled iti perpetuity on thofe 
heirs of the late Earl of Chatham to whom that earldom 

* The Athenians, on thed^atb of P^mofthcnes, exprelTed their vc* 
neration for his memory la a rnamier very iimilaf.<— Each of thefe re« 
tiowned orators di«4 in- 4lie (ixtieth year of his age. 

Iiwgbt 
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might dcfccnd ; and 2o,oool. was Ranted towards diS^ 
ehirgtng the debts of the deceafed nobleman. The Com'* 
mons were unanimous in (hewing thefc inftances^of refped^ 
but in the Houfc of Lords they occafioned a proteft to be 
figned by four peers*. 

The fuppHes for the year 1778 amounted to I4>345>497'' 
of which the navy claimed 5,001,895!. t Befides the 

land 

• Ths Duke of Chandos, the Lord Chancellor (Bathurft), the 
Archbifliep of York (Markham), and Lord Paget, 
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60,000 fcamcn, including 11,8^19 maiines 
Ordinary of the Navy 
Building and repairing ftipt 
Towards difcharging the Navy Debt 
Greenwich Hofpital - - 



V. 

3i120>«00 

3^9,200 

488,695 

'i>ooo,ooo 
4,000 



ARMY. 

40,057 cffe6llvc men for guards, garrlfons, &c. 
inGreat-Britainj ftafF officers 5 garrifonsitt 
the Plantations, Africa, Minorca, Gibral- 
tar 5 provifions for forces in North Ame- 
rica, Nova Scotia, Gibraltar, Ae Ceded v 
Jflands, and Africa 5 penfions to widows; 
out-penfioners of ChelfeaHofpital( 105,431!.) 
Kduced officers of land forces and marines 
(90,9401.) 5 difference of pay between Bri- 
tifh and Irifh eftablifliment - - tfis6fi%^ 

Augmentation of forces from their feveral com- 

/ mencements, to Dec. 24, 1778 - 

Five Hanoverian battalions, ferving in Mi? 
norca and Gibraltar - - • 

Foreign troops ferving in America, provifions 
end artillery - •• * • 



385.H7 

5^,075 
641,^18 



5,061,89^ 



a»94-0|55<» 
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iivd^tsii; tsid duiy i^on m4^ U> pcoindo .^ Khin bi^ 1^ 
miUiQiit were tfuM by fti|t»4if i^s* ^ ^«Bf^ m ^#^» Htl 
iMAWiQ^ with the fuitber ajuMiity of tisl^ficiui^ (cf^ MUi^gH 
|«r ccnti. per 3itfiiiiii» foi: tbe ttete o( $iiir^|«|i4» .9fii i^M^ 
t9 ^^sife 2 or it might be fiia^e determi^ii^l^ i^pyo^ %^<qel 9^4^ 
48096001. by i lottery I two iniUioi]^ by £tci;h«qii^. bMM* 






£xM9r<Snariei oCtbcarnyfttiii Jah. 3i» S77^» 

to Ftb. i, 177! * • . 

0'diMimiMt777iioifhriMittlbt • foMkit 

Militia, {ncludoig thm ircgiincntt of foiclbk 
men ko be raiM ih North Britiiii 

M I S C B I. L A N t» ^ tf 

Calling in and ttcoitUDg tho cll£ipii^ j;«id^ 

doin - - - •> t^jittj 

Vo f(^ perlbliti for compiling a general In- 

4i» to t|« Jouiroah oi the Honfe of ContaioM is'^^oo 



Mew n)a4l and bridlBbi in S)(cttfaMHl - 
Deficiency of ftiod for 1 75S « 
Civil Hft eftabliflimenuiil Afiericay &c» - 
Ditto at IknegambH - - ' 

Fortioikthecoaftof Africii * 

Qcnedi Ainrey^t in Korth Aiiierfca ^ 
Sumi iflbed in porfiiance of addreflTes ^ 
For Ibe relief of AtneHiealil ibfibrihg on ae- 
accoimt df their attaehment to hrs Ma- 
jeftjr^a government - •» 

Confining^ maintaining, and cleatbing con- 
f iftf on the Rtver TliMBet - 
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i3»oo6 

»>37» 
ij^.io^ 
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BadMlliitt bilkiiiUiaiged ii 
i^ri«l$i9 toM79 ff777» paiid oi 
lleflaienciuof granis for 1777 
i>itto |ai^-tia for 1777 
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1,500,000^ 
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#ilote'pMddte6f tfielottery #M diftrlbuted into pri^e^ ; fbaf 
tleketsfor evtry 50CI. ftock fbbreribed, upon paying lohifbr 
eicb tietet $ the geaiAng produce of the finking^ fund was 
appKed to the amount of 3,196,2091. Various duties and 
flnringt produced 148,566!. The annual intereft upon the 
fiinded^ebt, with the annuity, amounted to 330,oool.for the 
^yment oTjvhich, a taxof fix-peiicein the pound was laid on 
all bottfes from five pQmi^s.toii^. pputsds a year rent, aad 
one ftUling in the pound on all above 50I. lAn additional 
^uty of eight-guineas per ton wasiaidc^iall Frendiwiiiesy 
and four i^tneas per ton on -all other wines imported. 
Thefe two taxes were calculated to produce 336,558K 

As the FrencITdeclaration was delifered ifut a few daya 
after the contract for the loan had been made^ the mdney* 
lenders became great lofers by the fudden fali of ftocks, on 
account of the^confequent rupture with France. ' But not- 
withftanding op money had then been paid as a depbfit, 
yet fuch was'the honour of the'contradors, that the pay- 
ments were regularly made. The minifter endeavoured to 
procure them an indemnification ftom Parliament, but 
without eiFed* The feffion was clofcd on the third pf 
Junc» 



C H A P. IV. ^ 

Ctndition of France at iha Commencemem ^f Hf/liUii§9^EiP- 
^agement between the Britifly and Freneh Plats fljf Ljj&tfaf— * 
Valuable Captures made by- the Englijh-^ Arrival of the ^ 
Commijftoners at Philadelphia— Evacuation of that City^' 
and marsh jf the combined Army to New-Tork— French 

Fke$f 



Plift' tinder C^iki ifEftaing^ appidri of Stattn Jflaii 

- itmOperathm efibt Anrty otNtw-Torh^i/kimpt uponRIMk* 

V' Ifland^^Efigagtmnt between tble ttv^ J^kett' prevefHed by 4 

'- Sfoff^D'E/tairtg fakes r^tige In BoJIm Hmrbiir^Bifiw^ 

\ tents if^eAmericanS'^Si. Pierfe and Miquelon taken bf tbi 

. MngUJhj and the IJland of Dominica by the Frencb-^DiJ^ 

pirfim of the Englijb fleet uniir Admiral' Bj/ron-^Driai^u^ 

JriJIanees of Cruelty in the Bad Settlements — ^Trials of 

, the Admirals Keppel and Pailifer'^Pondicberry iaken-^ 

' I Meeting of Parliament'^Staie of Ireland'^EnqUiry into the 

. Condu^ of the American War-^SpaniJh Manifeffo laid before 

' Parliament^The Minijier unable So rUtife the full Amount 

. .of the Supplky-^ontlufidn of the Seffion — Operations in 

' America'^^^ener^l Prevo/Ps attempt upon CbarUft^n-^ 

l^eiachments from Sir Henry CSnion^s Army-^The Ijlandtf 
St. Lticia captured — DeJiru£iion of the Amirican^s Jhipping 
,; at Penohfcot—The French reduce the JJland of St. Fsneenii 
and afterwards Granada — Engagement behpeen JSyron and 
d'EJiaing — The Town, of Savc^nhah defended againft the 
French and Americans'^Gibrakar imefied by^ the Spaniards 
^Succejes of the French on the Cpafl of Afritm^-^Engi^ 
land ihreai^d with an Inxafion from France'^ Rifui^ 

. Ttttons made to the States of MoUafdr^^e condfihed Fleets 

of France and Sp^in enter the Britijh Cham^l^^lmtehied 

State of England-^Meeiing of ParUanteM^State of Af^ 

fairs in Ireldnd-^Events in Scitland^nJIances of Pisblit 

Spirit-^ASis pafed in PavoUr if treland^Genef'al pt/^ 

' iohtenti ih Cohfequence of the kaitonat Expences^^Gowstf 
Meetings formed^ and Petitions prefented'^Mr. Burie'i 
Plan jfSr the better fecuring of ihi Ipdependence of Par-- 
ttainenti^ and ihe oeionothicdl Keformation. iti tie Civil 
and other E/lablijhmenis-^Plah for a Committee of Ac^ 
tounis propofed by Colonet Barri — rettUGhs from Jomaica 
»^Lord North* i Bittfo^ appointing CommiJ/ioners of Accounts 



.tiiUu frsfiaiid i$ the Uwfi tf Cmmm» h ^' 
- Garj^ Qw4mifir tiff Rtp0ol •/ ihi J& vAiA emui 

. f$r the Xior ij^xy-^Parlus^ rifi$^^SipMt FiOmyb* 
ifumd If Sir Gs^^e fLnbuy o^ftr the Sfattlj/k Fkii^^GihrMl' 
ior reUiwd—Swiccfi ofAd^rd Dighy^Spiriui Atta^ t$ 
Tifitmn tb$ Duub carrprif'XriuU'-'-^ExpifiiimJrom Jummca 

^ U the Spamft>Main'-''0^tures from the French in theffyi^ 
Indiei'-^^ayal Engagements — Hurriamee^VdiuMe Cfp* 
itpresfrem the Spetniar-dfj^harlejiwm in Seuth Can&ta re- 

. ^^lySirHenrjtOinU^^SpleHdidri&^ekmBedbyEarl 
CorvwaUis at Camken^Difplaj iff Bravery emi Gmdu£i in 

. varietu Aifiom ct Sea. 

TH £ kingdom of France^ ever fiiice the acceffion of 
Louis'XVI. hacf been recovering itfelf from the cpn« 
ftifion and diftreflTes into which it had been plunged by the 
mifirule #f hi; predeceflbr. Profufion and negleA no longer 
Wafted the public Avenue. As the yonng monarcb was 
intent on reftoring the iuftre of that potent kingdomj, he 
fought out fttch men for public employments as were moft 
likely to further fuch patriotic views. It is a remark of the 
Duke de Sully, that *' although good Princes may be wai^t- 
ihg ^to good ministers., yet good minifter^ will n^v^ be 
wanting to a Prince who has difcernment enough to fix^d 
them, who cboofes them for their fuperior parts, experience, 
add integrity, and who refolves to fupport them againft ^11 
oppofiiion raifed by the cs^ba]s of the court, .or the fa^ibos 
o^'tHe* ftate/' Keeker, w[ho fucceeded Turgot, carried the 
reformatiod farther than his predeceilbr, r^gardlefs of the 
clamdiitMyhicb was raiifed 1>y interefled men : ^^ a i^an of 
>- - ^ an- 



^ith bbftui}^ ^riiM.*' SiiA Were the tfk&s proa^eM fMk 
fliefe Htboiirs, ibai tMoMifiiity tcvtttuet bf^the kin'gdoRi #d»fc 
fpteiiiy brought to txd^di {heorditia^yext)etii:eSby 10,206,^^ 
firfei*, befrdbs tbrecrqu^rtersdratxiilHonfterKiig, employdl 
1a reimburfemektts. tin Yuperior ^bilitier, Md the fhaiiAer ih 
Whidi they wete estereifed^ placed faitn w t ftiriir #hfa thi 
Stt&yi md Colbem, to whorii France Iiaf4>eeA fo inuth^ii^ 
ilebted. In oppofitioil, however, to the vieiira of tbemU 
tiifier, the King teiblvied no longer to kihain a quiet 
i^clatbr of the tihpendin^ fate of America. It waa ih 
rain the minifter reprefentfed, that ^^ nrither tbh^neffs tak 
alUatites could prove fo valuable, ar i^at tVt King ilH^ht 
Dne ilay draw from his owa powef, Iht idiphhcettenti iik 
littlbandry ahd iu iht naiiohal trrtf<it, bjr a ^rMeht wihaa^ 
fiiftfation and the 6ncourageinettt of induft^t tK&febeln^ tbe 
6nt]rtfatAg8Wancing1tbfirengtb^A akingdbm» ikSttt there ^^ 
tMtity-four inillfons of fa^habitanti aha idtob inillions iX 
fp6Qi6;y* To ^ntt fi^om Great BritsUnlKir'eiiMedfitp^ 
iloYiifiki ^h^' ocean, was^tfae Bitterin^ ^id ^ch fediio^ 
the French King ifrom hit pacific pfarfliiii; ind the ttan^ 
foffe^wUch he p^, Iff^ff^^ ei^courajcjc} tibat Copt^x* 
pe^Uon*. . .. j^ , ,, ^ . . , , ^. ., :j,^ ^ ^^^ 079M 

^Een'the BrrtiUmtiiiilV^Vi^e d^^^^ ftiak<&^| 

igainff .this new einfcf^i it iSet^mefnV^^ to'^fihgio 

pi^t ' ibme . naval commancier oY tried fvil1[9uV and long 

^perieriqe, to whom" 't\?cip^6u11' en trdn^iSe*. fleet wbicn 

wVto W pppofed tb*t1)aiit>f/]F?ancS( Jh^tRiixliirope^ C^\ 

^*)lere qualities, Uibti>ad giiairW tie' Warm itte^ 
t-'^- . * • • -• '/ '.v ^ . -y.z ooow '.-U .t* *j 

''^^ 4^5>ooo]. (lern'ng: 'S^ t^^^St^tt dT tte iteiS l»¥U^^ 
fciJfomilg-oftl»eYwri769J'piVl' *'^*0i r-* 1 *^ '') ^* rMmt 
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iqfaUfwkftiii tiu Ji«r j» jxiioiod out ^^mfrat Kf j^.^lSof 
f|iat imporuat fervice, ^ Pe wfis one of. the oldci^ o#c^rf 
19 thf 0a|vy, $nd b^d f«en a| gr^f^ter variety of fervice tlui| 
^y other mga in it, \Vhen not j^iore thao fo^neeo yeai.« 
pf age, l^e acpopipajnied Qomn^oips^ 4<^^ ^'^ '^^ XQy9|ff 
^6uxu(.the worlds |nd in th(: laft witr had n^n^eredi^jpjfell' 
c<^^|iou8^£ ^jbi, gallantry a,nd fupcefs in fiurop^. ^^ncf 
|UUl,'Americiu -A noble dpfcent. an aau>le fortune -afid 
jje^fon^l o^eri)^ ,fvere united in this comi^aii^et; but as, ^ 
X^oa^of:, l^e ba4 (^flared his difli)j;:e of (hp American, wftr^ 
/indbj^fMTaigned tb^ CQpdvi6Jk of the Adiniraltyrbpard ,\s\ . 
jxof rendering tl^ naval forc^ of the kif)g^oai mc^e power- 
ful af^d, e^£la;f 1 to awe its eneo^i^f . . .The exigence qf thq 
hm^ ffq.uircd, ^owey^*. fhjjt .piinjifters Ibpuld feejp .tbg 
i»ffiA*ncc of thftfe ivhqm t^jey-coj^y yot 9all Xfeeir fiic.«^| 
Md. the ,kii2£hjmfi;lf therefpre jH:p%red ^im the'cQq3099i}d^ . 
.Tiic A^njiral- decjarejl^his. re^diqefs |p fcry.c hi? kii}g^M4 
fpuatry, bwf d^lsiijejl ^11 a^qiu^ii^^j npc 1^*^ <#j5i3l; W?, 
jind ^ bo r^geived his com9i^d|ima^^i^tdy fir9Q>^)^i§. 
^ftjefty, he . ^cfR himfelf upftn^^hjs Wi^¥f .mWX 
feW^rtW^.projeOion, ,.;: ;:: , i ..;;r.:'I .r.i 

' WbeA Eijipil trflvca af Forttt6ufli to takenfitfn^Mm 
|b«€omaiind of the grand fleet, he found that tliere Wfcii 
^ftj]| p< (iil^cjf rt»|ifljf vhiclj wff^ jn apy degree. of coiyli- 
' /•r jmoHMCTt? feryjce^ a^id a grcit 4«ficienty |n i^ilorsj 
rel) ^ jn ^), feHi^ll ^ iiavafftores. Ifis appliqi'tions 
|othe Adii{i^4^*)h?ar4 cfNifecl ifnepnAmcm' exertions to 'be 
f^^ uA by t^ )ie|ifmifig pf jf^nf iie put td fcf,' ^witli 
f JNt ^'^ A#«nu Pf |«c»ty fail 9i tl»c fifie, atn^ thrcf JBr^t 
ytcce. Ifeiboii after fell in witV ll^ French fngaiefn 
f¥(^ l»1?iJ*fiMt »|i^hoogb tbn fit|Mli<>)i of the tw ga- 
tJOiU^ iritb fffpe^ to letcb otjier, was pe^b^ th^t p^ m^ 
fffUffUfM. By thie p9ftrs found eiiboifd tbeff pfisfces, lie 
||r# )eai»t. dial ihirty-twQ &il of the iisic, and ten frigatct^ 
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9iir9'tiitn ]iy!i^ tt anchor lA 'Bl-eft^ftter, preparing to 
puttofiuu This fuperiority of force determined fatm-K^ 
recum into port for a reinforcement, ite might certainly 
llirekipttliefawkhottf 'iny danger of -befaig compefled 
to figbt oa fiich afrttiud terms; and to fare the appearanc^ 
«fa retreat is ever ,t<>'^^lfl!ed. Oit^faeQth of Jfuly'tti^ 
. Adnurtl commiiided -tbkt Jr Ihips of'tl|fe Itne/^witb whick 
lie weot >ia Jeai'cb of .tbe Freticb ieety whioh^bftdioUff 
qvittai tiwir harbt^r dwdky beforf/itnder^e edmiiiaiid 
of the Count d^OrriUUrs; ! In the after aeon* of the ^^^d 
the two fleets: came in fight of each jottmrn^ 'Hhe Prencb 
bad ll»e wiad) fo diat..tbey. might ofaoofe #bcdier to fight 
or iKoid it. The line of battle wHt ioroied^by the Bfkifli 
fkec^ btit noadiooi^ok place. The ^eit iitytmo ihipaef 
the French fleet, the one of 80, thd other of t\, guns, i^ert 
fo fiqparated, that their . Addiiral wai eoh^eUev) to bear down 
tad otgage. the £ngUfli if he meant to'a^otn them/: but (0 
folttdant wu be to: rifle tberfiate of a hMk, that be rather 
phofeio fttffcr that dimiiiution of <btsjforeey than iegain H 
upoii : fuch cQfidi tioii8« Keppel infcrrei from th is ippirexit 
h4iri(Mrdnd's» that the enemy expoAeii •> reuifiwiceiMnfj 
1^ iberefpie redoubled fais eflSocts M bnog on an efigiq^ 
mlnl^ and aa failing in a regidar line of haole w m Ai Htm 
letifdfd.tbe progrefa o€ his fleet, hethrev>4NitifRaU'Mtf 
chafing. The two fleets were employed, tfavoM^^in re^tSAJ^ 
the other in purfuing until the 27th, when a fiidden fquall in- 
t«Mi|iMii them from the fight of eacbother* Ti§ Mrfather^ 
htfw4rer> very Cbon' .ckaied np^ and 4tfodtiMtd the eneiby 
Acair^iip in 'liiie4f battle ;' and a« the Fiench, by m fuAi 
dOftfihifCpf the windii :bad the 'adirantage^of the weather 
g?g^ ^^ bore down on: the beadmo^^ fliips of the Bntiflr 
fleptt and difcharged their' broadfides* The two fleile 
iMyng;.i|{K>n diflSmnt tables, maUitained a running fight 
mUlMfk fi&(A ibM.of eadh,otber» for pear iwo-houre^ and 

Y 4 ^t 
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IB Will dffi^d b|t««$a 4«« «iM tv«li0^1flt| .knAe 

ffccrAfPUt ...: o ., . 

■» • 

' Niiiffirii ym$ wHt HQw 40iMft^ tomplctcil &i^ ik/t 

«afd IC HpIfMrfil iai()(r(%urft t|f iliit day'^s «aioiv itettW 
IFrMfBtr imi.'tp^^f itepioycS 4nriiig; ilmt:.time^:fa0diii Sir 

Il9 iiHidRflr ^ vod|iQt thw ^tpH« sitd of difttaeifit 
Ihf fiMift ^ in tqnfeqtielict of wiiic3li> tb^ Bsftitii flcr| 
piilaiiMfcd ipoofidwiUe. dvlBfl^ in tlM« paffi^icao^i tk* 
]Ei^9l bittved frb|i tlieir Wofttmf biawy, sittil did^'givaLt 
ft^euffen iinilie f^qeiiqr) b^ ^i| Ib^ l^oftteft «cai9Ni^«l 
br.j4ttfidaa bgr atMb Bod i^eneral aAbfti, Md Kcppel'^ofteM 

#fid')sMd' ber tead) tcnd»d| «he enemf ^ be : thwgttft wb^id 

im iJ k( yyt-totiCf|hKw| itift dadkage wb^cb die ^etr hid 
Jilft|i9ed#. 9Qd> Ip^itndbipi i?i tte rear dMfi^ fdtl lb miidl 
||^fcii|C.lbc|f:dl>^l4r?al9.tb b^ in d^i^ et beiogeM ^ 
Q^'^Rf^iffra ' fim ;|ftr lU^rt^ifi^^ aiid t^reir i»tt€ a figtitd 
\m ilbt jiKlkeid« |H6iC|«», who KrtAiiMmaied the '^wnrti 
s(||M^ #f btaii dqpii $; bttnftic erder Mc beifl^ hmmdMMlf 
IHiU^rfliadi dtoi^Srliifti Admiral hs(d titiit i^ ^«»ifoAi f^ 
4ffif 'i9lf#^ whkh tasAnl thfs aaioo $o be tbel^ft^femdt1|| 

- I, I ' ' ^i * Ml . . ^ 

,r:^ll^fb' fallal Vice Adiiiipll<« the ^taft, wfl^tfMl- 
mff^^^jilie i:f^ 4ivjfite^. bad f6fin|Bd^be Ikit ef betrifrbf 
tJMF ft'fUDcli;^ afid ^ Mm pofitieaiflii^ta the Bri tMh fmito^ 
b(|i^ b# 4bipt craipofed the ve^ J^ir HMNbri IfarUMPl^ 
4j^4&ait !Brbich prq^iij ternhdrrthrtQai^ %e{if({^ tfoif ]« 
^ l^ar^ ThQ Qofttipiaodef: m Cble^ Mt<:ttoo« to rOf 
9f^ the gghf, tbrm out %iaUr;^ir« hi9 itNt( «^ 
^ }a ^|ca tbeif.-padj^ef Oatitm. q^hia waaiimMH^ 



i^ifOtlf ptrfmniA V Sir -Robert Harhind's ^aMfidn, %^t 
the Rear Admiral of the Blue paid no attention to thefigMl 
which was flyingy and although Captain Windfor, in the 
^ fti|k((S K^ikr fint With ttptat orders^ for tlie Vice 
A^fM tollcftr dMTtt into bit Avfinir^I't wirke% ytt nd 
tfibrt #ii$ «^tkUe* ftl^ thitt purpo(b| iki cbnfequince dF 
Wttiefii ite flight cMii ^ heX0re the B^itifli flbet wit 






'^]hi^Fretlth^!^aveii peculiar inethod of rlfpeatlDgfignlilt 
^tinrightlyixieaiit epTOcke'ts and ex^lofiont of gunpowder^ 
fhelb were dtfctmible timH da]r-breafc» but when light 
tetntned, tfa6r f^eiich i^iiet was only vffila^ hcftn the mkft^ 
hezA. Keppd ^id not think proper tb |iorfae them ; bni 
;^ foon at -every ihip had emirdy dift^peared, he direfieit 
}n% ccmrfe homeward, ^n order to repair hit crippled -ffiips^ 
^i tt> b^ s^ "foon aift poffible in a condition ta tneet the 
^tftenty again.' However juftifiabfle tbt tnotfvet for thit 
^nda6tn^tght be, it furn^ed the enemy with a col6ur)i%ld 
prete)ct to boaft of a vtdtory, and gaye the otbtr ftatet of 
Earbpeian tinfkroi^rab{e idea df Sritiib |m>wefir| vf ^hidl 
they had eniertain^d fp e^^aked a fentimehty that a drawtl 
|»attle between two fleets of equal force wat confid^red at 
kighty difgrac^ful. Th^ reafont affigned by the Coin* 
inander ih Chief for tl)i($ cotidud were, ths^t a firong wind 
|>Iew directly into the harbour of Breft, under favour ot 
wiUch ihc Fre^cK j|eet W9> able tp enter that harbour^ 
before he could pofflUy have come |ip with them, an4 
the-^t|crefd condition of maHiy of the fliips under his c^m-^ 
mand would have expofed them to iipmin^nt haa^ard from a 
|ee-(bpre. This indeciifve adioq ws^ fought io lat. ^S^. 

f It waf declared up«n die tiials, by a variety of witneflies, that thi| 
fneifage was delivered at five o'clocky wbilfi Ibme f|>oke as pofitively tq 
its being received at feven p*clock. 

^8- 
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Wbcii tbt UmU&iooB of this dajr cime ^ ^ mw^fbK 
ti^ prnifliaad^ in Cliief was diftinguiQied by the parckulinr 
Birtice of thofe mjnifierial ageatji, wl^oft bufiaeAat is ta 
lM|pt down cbaraM^n in tbc gublic pciatP»: They j^Uwod him 
ss the mark at which their envenomed ibaftt were aimec^ 
The moderation which he bad ihewn in fcretniog the mif- 
condo^l of tht . officer who. commauded hia rear, and die 
favoiirable manner in which he had fpokeo of that offi^r's 
iebaviour^ ia tus letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty \ 
pere certainly not tp be juftified upon the principle of ^ri£^ 
diif ipline^ whi^k is eiiential to the public fervice. This 
6crifice of bis duty he had been tempted to make to the re* 
snembrance of a loog*fubiiftLng firiendfliipy which howcFer 
l^d for fome.time been in its wane t* Had Keppel immci- 
Aately^ upoflL his orders being^ difpbeyed, put the delioj- 
^ucnt.wder zfi acreftt and brought the whole traafadioii 
tefiore a court-martial^, with a rigid but warrantable auficr 
itty^ tbcpalargi whicii fuch a fpirited conduct would haWf 
^^d in the navy) and throughout the nation^ would not 

' * Kf pi^ <ommfSoM§ Cafit. FauHpnor, whom h^ Tent with bit^ofJKciaf 
dkibatches from Vlyv^puth, to acquaipt the marine minifter, ** that hs 
(the Admiral) had more to fay to him than he thought proper tp put io 
IS& public letter, and if it was his Lord (hip* s pleafure to a(k him any 
^treftfofTy tie was ready to wait upon hhnJ'* This^ meflagt the Gaptant 
mat ooly dktsireyed, but «epeatedy and it was both times received with« 
wfH any a^^pa^ent attention being paid to it» and no aafwer wsf made. 

« 

-{■ It has been faiJ, that Admiral Keppel named Admiral t'igpt for 
die third tn command oF the grand fleet, -but that appointment wat 
over-vulrd. Keppel and Pallifer had been the common friends of Sir 
Cbarict Saunders^ a man highly meritorious as a naval ofGcer/of 
viiafir ample fortune^ at bis death, they each largely partook* '^ 
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b^ve bee^ To vlolept^ ; nox its confeq^cea fo.faul as Aob 

which have been aflualJ J cxpcricpcccj. .' 

Admiral Keppel failed again on the ^ ^d of Auguft^ mtk 
Sir Robert Harlaodahd.Sir Hu^h Fallifer fecond arid fliird 
in command, and, b^ing joioed' foihe time after by thtec 
)inf of hattle {hips^ hi? force then, conuftea ^f thirty-one 
f^il pf the liri?. The Trepch fleet, left their harbour fiire 
pays* before, but.Qiaping their cQurfe to the foi^th weftward^ 
e^pStd^Wy avoided a fecond a^ion: hereby, however, the 
trade of France was' left defchcelefs,'and feveral Weft In^ 
dian^en bound to.Na^ntes and Botirdeaux were captiired^ 
^Ifo three Eaft Iridiamen were made prizes to two priva^ 
^ips of war and a king's frigate; whilft our own trade 
arrived from ^ye^ry quarter gf the world fafe and uiii 
annoyed. ,. ' * . . ' ' ■* i. ' . - 

' ■ , ' • ■' . ' . . 

Wheri the approach 6f winter caafcd the grand fleet to 
retuTn hbmb frorfi its^iecoitd cruift, the Admiral was fA 
peivcd by his Sovei'eJgn with every mark of fatisfefiion ah(l 
regard, whjlft the firft Lord 'of the AdHiirilty was ih * hh 
fefpeil backward in'his profeffibnsof gbod-^wBland cfttemi 
.^t lengjh, howeVer,' the' neyer-ccafin'g' buzz of paragraplk 
Vvriters excited the ' iatSonr to d ifcontint." The peoj^e aP- 
Vays expeSt fome decifive confequences when two fleets'i)^ 
tv^o armies engage; arid althoogh that expedation is contitHiL 
il^lly difappointcd by the event, yetits impaticnte isno^i^ 
Abated; Sir Gedrgc Pocock, during' the laft war, tbrie<^ 
fough'tand worfted'the French fleet In th« 'E^tt tndm^ 
without a fingle fhip being funk oir captured on either fid^ 
fk fhort, no general afiion at fea, daring the preflmt 
century, vvhen ^e fierce on leach fide tiarbeen nearly equals 
has proved decifive, or attended with any of tfaofe eircum* 
jlan^^es whici) are calculated (o elevate and furprize, 
- froni 
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From ttie evtnts triiith turned op in t,nTt)pt inting tht 

Tumnier of the year 17789 tt d MdWtiikri tb pkftotdr Cfr 
thpfe in America. Tte commiffiooers appointed by his Ma« 
jelly tb carry into tJkSt the conciliatory prdpofitions dttered 
by parliament, were, thetarl of Carlifle^Mr.Eden, Governor 
Johnftone, and the commandera of tbe land forces, and of 
the fteet in America. Tbe political fe&titnents of tbe firft 
commiflioner were well known by fiis cohda£l in tbe Houfe 
of Lords, where be bad declared bis full approbation of 
coertive meafures in uAqualified terms, nor could any other 
condii£^ have been expeded from the fon*in-law of the 
Xarl of Gower, Mr. Eden was under Secretary of State 
to tbe £arl of Sufiblk, and on that account poflfeHed no 
prepofl*efliog qualities when he appeared as a medfenger of 
peace in America ; but the popularity of Governor John- 
llone was to make ample atonement for the antipathy 
^wbich operated againft the two principal agents in this bit* 
i^lefs• Early in the mouth of June tbe comroiffioners ar- 
rived at Pkiladeljphia, and immediatelv forwarded a letter. 
Idle two a£ts of parliament under wnicb they aded> and 
other oeceflairy jcredeniiaU to Mr. Laurens^ the Prefident 
|if tbe Congf e&. They propofed, in the name of the Sling 
asid Parliamei^ of Great Britaipj^ aq immediate ceflTation of 
Jipftilities both bf )and and fea^ That tbe moft unreftraincd 
ff^om^lbattld be.gjvfn to the American trade: that no 
^litary force flioiil^be jxiaintained in any part of America^ 
iyrUtl^ut tbe confentpf a General Congrefs, or of tbe Provin- 
fM Aflembtiea f. they offered to coaourin^ meafures which 
ffrigbt \€ni to diCcba^rM t^e debt contra^ed by Congrefs^ and 
pbicb inig^t in tbe meantime, raife thecretlit and value of the 
napcr circulation : that the union thus. reRored (bould be 
perpetuated by a reciprocal deputatiiop pf ^nts from there* 
^fpedive States, who (hopld have the privilege of a feat and 
f oice in the Parliaoi^nt of Qrea; Britain j^ or if £uch agenta 

wcfir 
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yifim.m (he i4llirqfiblif?f of tl^difierpnt Staytfs to whicli theif 
WCte b« r«^4iiiE^X deyu^d. The jco^^diUpai offer€4 
^mm ft^ s|iQf|lt» thfn UusjE ^mcd ;q r«ff rye oQibiag mot^ to 

Ibe Mcit^crrcpviMT 4^ ^kp (Mov of. nvitboru/ oy^i: bqr 
Co)qn^i i ta put m c^d tp the decided and avowed inde* 
pentaice of America^ but to kgati?^ (a tba( oo^iouy ai| 
aAual independence *, 

T«o caufea c^perated to prevent tbefe propofals pioviog 
fucpcfafuL A month before the Coinini0iooer9 arrived^ 
Mr. Silas Deane bad reached York*Town from Paris, with 
f ra^caf i({(i of the twa treaties between the Court of Ver^ 
faille? and tbe Thirie^ United States of America. By the 
eigb|:b ai tide of ^ treaty of defenfive alliance^ neither of 
^0 two coatrading parties were to conclude either tf;uce of 
peace with Great Britain, uolefs the formal confent of the 
Ql^fr was firft obtained, aod they mutually engaged not td 
l^y down their arms until the independence of the United 
Sutes fliould have been formally or tacitly acknowledged. 
However inclined the members of the Congreis, and the 
whole body of the people, might have been to renounce their 
new alliance aod return to their old connediions and habits, 
yet fucb a ftrong belief was entertained of the infincerity 
with which tbe propofals from Great Britain were fraught^ 
that little attention was paid to them. They were iaid ta 
be diftated merely for the purpofeoffeducing America froM 
ber French alliance ; that when her breach of faith flionld 
liave left her unprote^ed and defencelefs, (he might ex- 
perience the full meafure of chafttfcment which the cank' 
ling, though concealed, refentment of Great Britain, ihouki' 

• « We ftnt ent»'' ikid Mr. Burke, << a folemn enbaflTy acivft the 
Atlantic ocean, to lay the Crown, tli^ Peerage, the Commont of Great: 
Britain at the feet of tba American Qongreft/' Sfaeb 0t thi GuiUhoB^ 

prompt 



1 

« 

J 

« 



t 



{ 346 ) 

jprompt her to inffid* Hie Congreft, thei-efore, repttifdib 
thefe overturci for an actoaimodiCion» thst tlie acknow*- 
fedgiog the independence of tbofe Scatcs, or die witUnw* 
Sng of hit Majefty*8 Htet% and armies irom their coaff- and 
country, could alone pave die wajr for f«eh a treaty of peace 
and commerce, as fliould not ho inconfiftent with other 
treaties which already fubfifted. 

It being found that the Congrefs, as a body, were in« 
lexible, and that the defedion'of any oneCotooy frohrthe 
genera! confederacy was highly Improbable, lecourfe was 
therefore bad to individoalr, and ofiers of large fmns and 
the faigheft pofts were made to the leading men in America^ 
to prevail on them to intercede in bdialf of Great Britain, 
now become a fuppliant to her Cdoniies. It b probable^ 
that this was the firft inftance in which this country had 
attempted to conciliate the Americans, by fpealdng-tO'tfae 
private interefts of particular perfons*t General expteC^ 

fions 

* lo a very knChlt pamphlety written by Sir William Draper* wbidll 
was publiihed at the commencement of the preient troubles, is the fol* 
lowing paiTage. ** It Teems very extraordinary, that we ihould never 
dilnk of guiding our affairs in that part of the world (America) with 
die fame prudence as in this. Benefits and obligations conftitute the 
public, as well as minifterial^ ftability : an afs loaded with gc^dlhat 
fi>mettmes cffe£ked more than an able General with twenty legion?. I 
am far from thinking the Americans corrupt^ but I think all men fen* 
£bU of good offices. If you defire to reap fhould you i^ot fow ? Of the. 
Bumerous employments and finecures in America, created chietfy for the 
purpole oF obligation and dependence, how few are the portion of its 
inhabitants ^ Some mdeed aft as deputies to the jirincipals here, whtf 
live at their eaie, without the leaft attention to any part of their dtlty bttt > 
the falary. The recommendation of a Governor is rarely taken, and 
wfien the people find they can have no encouragement or reward for t\ip^ 
p6rting government, dlfappointment or refentmdit foon prompt them to 
fte through the unfubflantial power of their rulers, fet over them fbme« ' 
timsfi mere from compailton than true difcernment, and whofe dtfl|eflet 

hava 



fibni of grattful^acknowledgem^nts^ for any fervices which 
ihight be rendered, were conveyed to W^Ihington, Lau« 
itns, and others. The offers made to General Reed wero 
more fpecific, viz. lo,ocol. and dny office he pleafed ia 
the Colonies. The General returned for anfwer, ^ He 
was not worth purchafing, but fuch as he was, the King of 
Great Britain Was not rich enough to do it/' In all theft 

tranfaAioss Governor Johhilone was .agent, 

.. . • • • 

Every one who was any way tampered with, difcovered 
the tranfadion to Congrefs, who caufed each circumftanc« 
t^ be poUKhed tiid circnlated through the Provinces. AI-* 
though the alliance with France was univerfally difreliihed^ 
and the ratification of the treaties by the Provincial Afiem- 
blies was long dckyed, id the northern Provinces for up* 
wards gt a twetremontk, 3ret the Americans did not feck a 
mitigation of the .evil in a.return to Great Britain. 

■ 

This mortifying reje£Uon pf a moft. humiliating overturfy 
was immediately followed by a flep which proclaimed to al{ 
the world, that neither the numeroua armies which had been 
iienc to America, nor the immenfe fums which had been 
ca^pended on the war, were adequiite to the purpofe which 
they were defigned to effed, . and ferved only to render the 
kingdom an object of contempt to its enemies, and of pity 
to its friends. After large fums bad been laviflily expfeiided 
in conftruding works for the fecurity of the city of Phila- 
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have been made an apology for want of education^ judgflMiit, or abiHttes 
to govern.'* Tbg Tbeupbts of a ^Traveller on our American DifpuU^ 
fiMfiedin 1774, hy Ridley. 

. Sir Wiliiain crofled the Athnttc to make the tour of America; his re- 
mark^on the difpofition of the people are (olid and important, he wat 
very capable of imparting ufeful truths to thofe in po«^r» had they been 
difpofed to have received them* 

dielphia^ 
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delpbia^ it wa&foun' to be an uottQtUe poft, Md Mtc %iw4 
who was entruftcd with the fecret refolve of (be Brkifli. 
cabinet, wbich had been conceaded from Governor Joho-«. 
ftone» a( length produced tbe ordf^rs fcotn ihe^ Axneriom $.«•« 
cretary to Sir H. Cliaton»now Cpaunaoder mi Chief, for^v;^. 
cuating Philadelphia, croffing the Delaware, wd n)airc^ii)|| 
the army through the Jerfejs to New- York. If the Aokh 
ricans had baited between two opipiooa^ poncernmg ein« ' 
bracing or reje£ling the propofals made them by the Com« 
miffioners^ eye^^ latent propeoCbty iA fa^^f o^rec^dli^n 
was extinguiQied by this dereUdlioo of tieiritpfjF, of frij|«49«' 
and of reputation. From this period the Ap«mm war^Q* 
came utterly bopeliefs* 

The whole a^Qpy p«fied the Delimr^K ot| the iSth ol 
June, 1778. The obI|l road by which the ha^tgt andl 
ftores cou Id p^OQe^d to Nf w«Yoik was airiaow, fo thai th# 
waggons, artillery, and camp equipage, extended twelve 
q&Uea; notwithftanding which, the Ceneral found meant 
to dffevK) the whole, frpai all attempts made by Wafliing- 
ton and hU army. A large body of Americans, commanded^ 
by Gefieral Lee, was driven back, and if the rnteiife beat 
qf the d^y * bad not put a ftop to^ pur/iitf , the Royal army 
wo^ild have ob^aioed a very decifive advantage | Imt being 
thus impeded, ti^e aAion wai memorable anly from the 
(;ircumftance of fifty«mne Ibldiera having expired through 
i^xceffive beat and latigve, wkbout feceiving a woanAi 
The American accounts reprefent the fortune of the day as. 
baving hecn reverfed by the mifcondu£l of Cenetal I^e^ and 
aierty that if be had, adied with fpirit, a.xery c;apit^^d^ 
Vantage would have been gained over thie x^spX s^a^T* 
That ot^Qei was ^ter wards ukd by a couit> martial on ft* 

nral 
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vferarl charges^ and diTmifled the fervicc* Thic Mafquis de , 

la Fayette diftinguiihed himfelf greatly in this a£tion. 

if 

The judicious manner in which Sir Henry Clinton con^. 
du£)!ed this retreat of the confederate army, received great 
ftpplatife : it is perhaps his moft diftinguithed atchiere- 
ment. His whole force did not reach Sandy Hook until 
the firfl of July, fo that a fortnight elapfed from leav« 
ing Philadelphia to the arrival of the army at New York* 
If fuch were the impediments arw! dangers in traverfing 
fhis country, with an enemy hanging on their rear, it i« 
obvious to infer, that Sir William Howe was perfcdly right 
in not attempting to penetrate b)l^that route, when 
Wafliington was prepared to difpute every inch of ground, 
and the BritiflS gcneral'muft have driven the enemy before 
him through the whole progrefs ; a fituation much more 
embarrdffing thanr iberriy to repel his attacks. ' 

The abandonment of Philadelphia was rendered necef- 
fany by the approach of the Count d'Eftaing*s fl:et to thd 
American coafts. Intereft and ambition will frequently 
lead* nrten to aflumc the femblance of generofity ; but that 
government, which was then atSually exercifing the moflr 
unfeeling feverity on thie brave Corficans, becaufe their 
ftubborn nature could not be brought to yield obedience tb 
a foreign yoke, (hould have little credit given to it^ ott thi 
fcorc of motive, \ti the relief ' whichMt now fent to Attfc^ 
rica. Tempefts, which had aifperfcd and (battered Ad- 
miral Byron's fleet, had only retarded that of d'Eftaing, 
fi> that he arrived in full force at tfar mouth of the Dela* 
ware, the latter end of June, only three days after Lord- 
Howe had failed from thence for New York. The 
Britifli naval force was fo inferior to that of the enemy; 
that the confequences of his arrival but a few days fooner * 

Z might 
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jhigfat have been very fataU The Americans) mailers of 
Philadelphia, Sir Henry Clinton's ^rmy on its march, and 
only fix fixty-four gun (hips, three fifties and two forties, to 
make head againft eleven (hips of th^ line, of which one 
carried ninety guns, another eighty, fix feventy^four, and 
three (ixty-four, befides which, there were a fifty-gun (hip 
and three large frigateai neither fuperior bravery nor. (kill, 
although exercifed in their fulleft extent, feemed capable of 
extricating fuch a fleet from fuch a fituation^ The French 
Admiral, thus difappointed of meeting his enemy in the 
(pot moft favourable to his defigns, fought him in his more 
defenfible pofl^* Lord Howe, who poifefied every qualifi- 
cation of a naval^mmander in a very eminent degree, 
made great ufe of a very ihort fpace of time, in protefiing 
his (hips in the harbour* * The ardour, activity, and un- 
daunted firmnefs difcovered by UlI ranks on this trying oc» 
cafion, prefaged a favourable termination of the conflict. 

D'Eftaing appeared on the ^ith of July, and Immediately 
made the necefiary difpofition for an attack, but the danger 
to which his targe (hips would have been expofed in pafliDg 
m bar which ob(lru£ls the approach to New- York, abated 
his impetuofuy j he therefore continued ten days before 
Sandy-Hook /Without attempting any thing itgainft the. 
Briti(h fleets and then diredied his courfe towards Rhode- 
Ifland) for the reduAion of which^ a plan had been con- 
certed with Congrefs^ General Sullivan> at the bead of 
ten thousand Americans, being to pafs over from the Con^ 
tinent and attack the town of Newport and the Briciih, 
lines^ whilft the French fleet aflfailed them on the oppofite 
fide. 

Lord Howe^ foon after the departure of the French fleet, 
, wa$ joined by three (hirps, one of which carried fevehty- 

four 
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fottr guns, ihfc Olhcf (ixty-four, aad the ' third fifty," He 
was now fuperiar 4o tbceneaiy la'autDlMif of.&ips, but 
much inferior in weight of metal and adual force. He waa 
not however deterred by thefi^difadvantages from failing out 
with a defign to try the fortune of a battle* On the joth 
of Auguft, 1778, the French fleet having quitted its ftation 
before Newport, appeared drawn up in order of battle,, but 
the wind being then in their favour, Howe endeavoured to 
gain that important advantage by ikilful. tackings, not 
choofing to ri(k the fate of his country againft fuch inc^'eafed 
odds ; but in this he was baffled by the counter movements 
% of the enemy. iThe whole of the next, day was.fpent la 
thefe fruitlefs efforts^ fo painful to a ii(|N> of ardent bravery, 
when in the immediate profpeA of encountering the foe. 
The Admiral, defpairing of bejttering his fituation, about 
four o'clock in the evening, threw out a (ignal for the ihipt 
to clofe to the centre, and form in line of battle a-head, 
and in that pofition he waited the approach of the enemy, 
who was between two and three miles diftant. 

The Bri^ifh Admiral, in condu£ling the operations of the 
fleet under his command,adopted a mode of cond u£k altogether 
unknown to former naval commanders, and which indeed 
aone but thofe of acknowledged bravery could adopt, with- 
out incurring imputations on their charafler : he removed 
from the Eagle to the -Apollo frigate, that he toight be' 
better fituated for directing the fubfeqUent operations of the 
fquadron, A fea fight of a very fingular kind was now 
about to be entered upon, in which the 'weight .of metal 
was to be oppofed to the dextrous working of fmaller ihips^ 
naore numerous, and pofleffing all the advantages of Briti/i 
feamanfliip. The brilliancy of Lord Hawe's courage bad 
appeared on many trying occafions ; it was generally ac- 
knowledged, that iU the naval line he bad not a fuperior ; 

Z 2 a moft 



Mmotknrt opportonfty now prcrented itfelf for che dirphf 
tff his prbfeffidul ikilK Hitherto, during the American 
war^ cbe*n»ral Cynunander in Chief bad no opportunitjr of 
emioeiitlj difiingtitfliing hsmlciif > this wa» tho precffepdnC 
of time for doing it | but wbilft the battle was thits put in 
array, a ftroog gak of wind arofe, which in a ftort time 
iticreafed to a vtolebc tempeft that continued for near forty-^ 
eight hours* This eiitii%Iy chang^ the nature of the cofw» 
KSty and both fleets had to contend with the enraged ek* 
liients, inflead of eaf:h other* The ftorm foon difperfed 
the fliips of both fqua^^rons, and threatened them with de-«' 
ftrudiofi. - The Apollo, wiftl^ the Admiral on board, fprung 
fcer main«mafty andA>i^ her iFore-iinaft ; he therefore weni^ 
bn board the Phoenix as foon as the weather became more 
moderate; that frigate he foon after quitted for tbe-Ceft- 
turion'} but on feeing ten fail of the French A}uadron zt 
suichor, about twenty- five leagues eaflward of C&peMay^ 
his Lord&ip left the Centurion in a proper ftation to wahrh 
their motions, and to diredt any Britifh fliips thaf might 
arrive, and, again going on board the Phoenix, reached 
Sandy-hook on the evening bf the ijth^ that place being 
the rendez\r6us appointed in cafe of a feparation^. 

This ftorm fyroved much more fata) to the French fliipt 
than to the Engliflir Their Admiral's ownr Ihip, she Lan- 
guedoo, of nintty-guiw, loft h^ m^ftsy and narrowly 
dcaped being takon by a iift)^gunibfp, commanded by* 
Gapt. Dawfoh, whofe fuperior eoursfge and dexterity fup«>* 
ptied the phce of for6e> but iatbii moment wken he- was* 
alxMit to feizie. hiB^iorbas prey, fix French- fiii{:ks of forces 
a(>peattd,. and afterteil the otherwife iaevitabk fhtt of tbeif * 
Admirar^ The Sbgitfli aequirei great honouf in er^f 

• Hmey^s JNatal Hiftwy, p/ 5^r 
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action wtiich thty Aiaintained $ Commodere Hptham^ m 
amther fifty-'gun Cbip) fell in with the ToDnant of eighty 
gufts, which the fiorqfi had aKo difmafte^,. This (hip wou)d 
have fallen a prey to the Engliih, if it had not been rercuc4 
by the coming up of the French fleet. Capt. Raynor, in 
the Ifis, another fifty-gun (hip,, fought a prench feventy- 
four gun (hip for an hour and half, within piftol-fliot, both 
Ihips had fuiFered nothing by the tempeft, yet Capt. Rayner 
not only defended himfelf, but at length compelled his 
antagonift to put before the wind. 

• The Eoglifc had now gained a fuperiority over their 
enemies on the American coaft, by another* fixty-four gun 
fiiip, one of Byron's fquadron^ havkigi^rrived/ D'Eftaing 
coUecSled his fcattered fleet off Rhode-Ifland, and whilfl: he 
remained in that bay, he became expofed to fimilar dangers^ 
as thofe which the Britifh Admiral had fo la^y efcaped in 
the Delaware 5 be too was favcd by ^he iame means^ for 
Lord How^ did not appear until his enfeebled enemy had 
reached the port of Bofton *• The arrival of Admiral Byrpn 
fome time after, caufed the command in chief to devolve on 
him, and Lord Howe returned home. 

It was little lefs mortifying to France than td America, 
to fee that formidable fleer, which b^d fix tboufand land* 
forces on board, inftead of efFe^ing the great things which 
had been expeded from it, enter the port of its new ally, a 
4iftreffed fugitive. Thefe difappoiotments which had hap- 
pened, notwUhftanding the force tinder Byrpn had been 
rendered incapable of taking any part in the naval cani- 
paign, by a tempeft which difperfed ai^d fiiattered his (htpi^ 

caufed . mutual diflTatisfa^on, and heightened that natural 
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ai-will which fubfifted between the people of Maflachmfct^t 
Bay and the French, particularly among the lower ranks, 
fo as to produce affrays and fkirmilhes between the townf*^ 
men and the failors, which the magiftrates and officers, 
with all their exertions, were hardly able to (upprcfs. Sul- 
livan being now abandoned by the fle^t, retreated from 
Rhode-Ifland, which Sir Henry Clintoh in perfon, witTi 
four thoufand nnen, had proceeded by fea to relieve. 

The operations of the army at New- York, during^the 
campaign of 1 778, were carried on by detachments* Major- 
General Grey dcftroyed in Plymouth county, eight large 
vcfiels, fix armed vefiels, and feventy floops and fchoooers 
of inferior fize, with* all the magazines and flores in tbofe 
parts; and from a fmall but fertile ifland called Martha's, 
or Martin'sVineyard, carried off the amazing quantity of 
ten thoufand (heep and three hundred oxen for the fupplj 
of the army at New- York, a contribution which he had 
exaded from the inhabitants. The fame officer foon after 
ftirprized a regiment of American light horfe, called Bay.' 
lor's regiment, at New Tapan, near the North River, almoft 
the whole of which was put to the fword. An expedition 
to Egg-harbour on the Jerfey-coaft proved likewife fuccefl"- 
fuJ, io deflroying fome privateers, and furprifing three 
troops of light infantry in the night, moft of whom, were 
flain. 

Thefe inftances of mercilefs rancour in Britifh foldierSf 
were however greatly outdone by the favages, in their in** 
curfions into the ^Back Settlements, in which expeditions 
they were guided by the American refugees, who had taken 
(helter among them, and whofe refentments againft their, 
countrymen difpofed them to join in any deliberate afls 
♦f crvLtlty, Tb? infant feuleipc^t of W/onwng, which 

bad 
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had been peopled by the over-flowings of population in 
Connedicut, was doomed to become a dreatifui example of 
the exterminating fpixic which may feize even human 
breads. The fine river Sufquehanna ran through this 
diftridl, which^ though it dated its iirft eflablifliment fub« 
fe^uent to the concluflon of the late war, pofTefTed fuch un- 
common advantages in foil and climate, th^t it became ex^ 
tremely populous ; whiift the (}rodudions of the c^rih in^ 
creafed in proportion to the number of its inhabitants. A 
thoufand men from this country ferved in the American 
army, fo that the fettlement was left in a very weak ftate 
of defence; which being reported to Col. Butler, who had 
been employed as an agent among the northern favages^ and 
who had fometimes a£led as their leader, he immediately led 
a body of about fifteen hundred men, partly Indians, and 
the reft difguifed like fuch^ againft this hitherto happy 
region, which was protedled from attacks by four forts; 
The firft of thcfe wa^s voluntarily fi^rendered, being occupied 
by thofe who are called Tories : the fecond was taken |y 
ftorro, and the men who were found in it were murdered, 
with many aggravations of malicious cruelty, but the women 
and children were fpared. Under pretence of holding a 
parley, Butler drew the pfincipal officer, with a great part 
of his force, from the third fort, into an ambufcade, where 
they were cut to pieces, only the commander and abopt 
feventy of. his men efcaping. The invader then invtfted 
the fort, thus rendered incapable of any cfFediual defence, 
and to appal the fpirits of the miferable wretches within it, 
he fent them two hundred gory fcalps ;of their murdered 
relations and comrades. When the befieged begged to 
know what terms he would grant them on furrendering, be 
replied, '* the hatchet.** Defpair caufed the place to be 
defended a (hort time longer, but it was at I^ength 
furrendered at difcretion. The conquerors, now ^rowh 
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weary of manual bu.tcberies, after having feleded feme few 
from the general facriiice, (hut up the re(^, without regard 
to fex or age, and fetting fire 16 the building, enjoyed the 
diabolical pailime which fuch a fpe£lac!e afforded ; whilft 
their ears were gratified with the piercing cries of the tor- 
mented and expiring victims. Another fort ftlll remained 
unattacked, but which was furrendered without any re* 
liflance being offeree?. It was however fatally proved, that 
the relent! efs nature of thefe blood-hounds could neither be 
humanized by fubmifiion, nor fatiated by ilaughter. Some 
provincial militia, who were found in the fort, we;re put to 
death on the fpot, but with lingering and laboured .ciuelty: 
the refl, of each fex and of all ages, were (hut up in the 
houfes, which were immediately fet on fire, and the inha^ 
bitants and their dwellings perifhed together. The families 
of fucb as were denominated Tories, were, in general,' faved 
from, this mailacre, though in many inftances the rage for 
carnage i^as indifcriminating. No fooner were the inha* 
bitants extirpated, than the country was laid wafle, and the 
cattle thAt efcaped with life, were fuffered to live only to 
endure a keen fenfe of mifcry, by their tongues being cut 
out, or their bodies maimed in fome irremediable manner— > 
"l^hc fads here flared arc t^n from the account of this ex- 
pedition which was publifhed by Congrefs, None other 
has appeared, nor has the authenticity of this account been 
controverted. 



A party of Americans, eager to revenge fuch a fceoe of 
defolatioB as the world has been a flranger to for more tbaa 
a century, not long after, penetrated with uncommon perfect 
verance, and in contempt of every danger, into the receiTes 
from whence thefe fiends had ifTued, All the cai^tioo with 
which they approached, could not prevent an alarm being 

ipread} fo tbgt the inbabit^ntSi both Indians a^id Jlefugees, 

efpapcd ^ 
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efcaped ; but tbeir boufes^ sind every thing which they poT* 
fefled, were deftroyed and laid wafte, 

A Colonel Gierke, about the fame time, proceeded from 
Virginia into the country of the Illinois, a nation of Indians 
dwelling near the Upper Mi ffiiSppi, among whom the French 
are fettled In great numbers. His principal object was to 
fcize the French Governor, M. de Rocbeblave, who had 
I^een very adive in ftirring up the Indians to attack the back 
fettlements, and who paid them a price for fcalps. AU 
Chough twelve. hundred miles were to be paiTed in order to 
arrive at Kaikafkias, the place of his refidence, yet th« 
purpofe was fully accompliihed. The place was completely 
furprized, the Governor ws^s feized upon, and fent prifoner 
to Virginia: all his papers were likewife fecured. In this 
expedition the Indians were every where flain without 
mercy, but the Frenclji inhabitants obtained fecurity in their 
lives and property, by taking an oath of allegiance to the 
|iew Slates. * 

Whilft thefe horrid fcenes were tranfa£ling in the Back 
Settlements, the Sieur Gerrard arrived at Philadelphia, in« 
vefied with a public charadler from the court of France to. 
the American States, The Congrefs having now returned 
to their original place of afiembly, received this Miniver in 
due form, in that very city froip whence the Briti^Comr 
mifiioners had been compelled \o withdraw a .^w weeks^ 
before. Thefe Commiffioners, noW" Je(pairii?g of rendering 
any fervice to their country by their embaiTy, ifliied a long 
manifefto from New- York % addreiTed to the people at 
large of the Thirteen Colonies ; in which they reprefented 
tjb^ conduA of Coogrefs, as deftru£tive of the tri^^ intercft« 
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^f America: tbey charged that body with having aflumed 
powers which their conftituents had not delegated to them, 
and with deluding and deceiving the people. They then 
pronounced their farewcl to America, by faying, " thatth^ 
country having profefled the unnatural deGgi^^not only of 
cftranging herfelf from Gieat-^Britain, butof mortgaging 
berfelf and her refources to France, the queftion is, bow 
far Great Britain may, by ev^ry means in her power, dcftroy 
or render ufelefs, a conneflion contrived for her ruin, and 
for the aggraadifement of I^rance. Under fuch circum- 
fiances, the laws of felf-prefervation muft direfi her condftd, 
and if the Britilh Colonies are to become an acceffion 
to France, thofe laws will dired hen to render that ac<- 
ceffion of as little avail as poi&ble to her enemy." 

One of the iirft confequences of hoililities being com- 
menced by the French on the coaft of America, was, the 
difpoffcffing them of their iiOieries on the Banks of New«r 
foundland, which the peace of Paris had granted to thcfn, 
rather as a matter of favour, to be held at the good pleafure 
of Great Britain, than as a tenure to be maintained by force 
of arms. Admiral Montague, therefore, who at this time 
commanded on the Newfoundland ftation, fent Commodore 
Evans with a fufficient force, to feize upon the fmall iflands 
of St. Pierre and Miquelon. The Governor and inha- 
bitants, amounting, with the garrifon and feamen, to near 
two thoufand men, capitulated *, and were conveyed to 
France, upon which the iflands were reduced to their 
former ftate of defolation. 

As foon as an approaching war with France was rumoured 
in England, a committee of the Weft India merchants 
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ir^ted upon Lord North, to reprefent the <]ef(Ri«eIer$ ftate 
of the Weft India Iflands^ and to folicit that a proper foixe 
might be fent out for their defence. The miniitef exprefled 
his concern, that the poftureof public aiFairs was fticb, as 
rendered it impoflible for government to flrengthen tbofe 
pofieffions with any additional troops, add recommended 
to the merchants, that they fhould provide a fufficient fecu« 
rity by their own exertions. The dcfcncclefs ftatc of Do- 
ninica could not be concealed from the French ; whilft the 
fituation of that ifland between Martinico and Guadaloupe^ 
caufed the Marquis de Bouille^ Governor general of the 
former, to endeavour to re<-annex this fpot to the crown of 
France* As foon, therefore, as he received the document 
fr^m his court, which was equivalent to a declaration of 
war in the Weft Indies, he proceeded thither with 2000 
troops, and as fewer than 100 regulars' defended the works, 
a capitulation followed of courfe *, Governor Stuart, 
who commanded, obtained fuch favourable terms for thq 
inhabitants, that the event was to them little more than a 
'change of fovereigns. The French foldiers and volunteers 
were gratified by receiving a confiderable fum in ready 
money in lieu of pillage, which prevented the fmalleft dif- 
order being committed, Notwithftanding the want of a 
garrifon rendered the ifland defencelefs, yet one hundred 
and fixty-four cannon, and two brafs mortars Were found 
there, together with a very ample fupply of warlike 
fiores^ which, though they did not at all ferve to fecure the 
place from a foreign attack, greatly enhanced the value of 
its conqueft. The Marquis, effecSlually to fecure what he 
bad fo eafily gained, left a garrifon of fifteen hundred men 
•n the ifland. The lofs of this little fpot has proved of 
vaft difadvailtage to oui- naval operations in the Wtft Ia« 
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iies, and wbefr the circumftancesof it are conlidered^ Do^ 
jninica may \^t faid to have been conquered in America^ 
The cnorfcous fum of 70,000!. fterling had been expended 
en its harbour and fortifications : a fam little (hart of that 
which had been received from governfnent by the faic of 
lands in all the ceded iflands ! ^ 

The interefts of Great Britain in the Eaft Indies, wer^ 
however attended to as early and efiicacioufly as poffible. 
The chairman of the Eaft India Company having commu- 
nicated with the miniftry on the pofture of affairs with 
refpe'fi to Great Britain and France, was authorifed to fend 
advice over«-land to the prefidency at Madrafs, of the ap- 
proaching rupture between the iwo kingdoms. The 
officer who was entrufted with this bufinefs, received in- 
firuAions not to pafs throtigh, or even to touch upon the 
kingdom of France, Jcft fufpicions fliould be excited con- 
cerningjtbc purport of his difpatches : he therefore pro* 
ceedcd through Germany, and reached Madrafs with fuch 
celerity, that the Company's forces were forming for the 
purpofe of laying fiege to the French fettlement of Pondi- 
cherry, at the very time that the flcc;s of the two nations 
were fighting off Ufhant, - 

Early in the month of Auguft, Major General Mon- 
roe, the Commander in Chief, had approached within f6ur 
inilcs of the place^ whilft Sir Edward Vernon, who com- 
inanded the fleet on that ftation, blocked it up by fea«. 
His whole force confided of a 6q gun (hip, two frigates^ 
the one of 28) the other of 20 guns, a floop, and an India- 
man on her voyage to Europe* Thefe hoftile attacks were 
the firft notices vs^hich the French received of any breach 
between the two fovereigns. M. dc TronjoUy, the French 
H^Ydl qomm;^ndei:,, foojd afcejc appeared with a fuperior force, 
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having a (!i!p of 64 guh^, two frigates,, one of 36, the 
other of 32 guns, and two Indi^men armed for war. An 
aSion immediately took place, which was maintained with 
^armih for two hours, when TronjoUy retired Into Pon« 
dicherry { but failing out fome days after. Sir Edward 
Vernon, who then lay off the harbour, prepared for an«* 
other engagement. Thi9 the French chofe to avoid, even 
at the inevitable lofs of all their valuable pofTefiions on the 
CoroQiandel coaft : th^ir fquadroa retreated in the night, 
and proceeding to the Mauritius, appeared no more in 
Ihofe parts. The frigate of 32 guns, named the Sartine^ 
was taken. 

On the 1 8th of: September the batteries were opened be« 
(ore the town. M. de Bellecombe, who commanded, 
made a gallant defence, and the fiege was continued ve;ry 
bfilkly until the i6th of Odober, when a general aiTault 
was intended to have taken place the next day ; but the 
Gdvernor offering io capitulate, prevented the flaughtei^ 
and depredations which are confequent upon that laft cx^ 
tremity of civilized war. Honourable terms were granted, 
and this invportant conqueft was made with little lofs. 
The fortifications, have fince been demolifhed by orders from' 
home. The pofieffions which the French held on thd 
Ganges, fubmitted without any ftruggle, fo that Franc« 
(as might ba^ve been* expe£led) loft ber poileSons in tho 
£aft to become patronefs . of the Weft. The ambition of 
pcinces is generally doomed to mourn over lofles« 

The King's fpeech on opening the feffion *, was totallf 
ilent with regard to thtf American war, and the whole (^ 
tlie parliamentary bufinefs, during the feffion, which re» 
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|pe£led America, (the voting of fupplies for continiiing 
the war alone excepted) was brought an by the members 
in oppofitioD. They reprobated the threat which had been 
denounced againft America, by the Commiffioners, pre>- 
vious to their departure from that continent, in very fevere 
terms ; and in the Houfe of Lords a proteft was enteicd 
againft it> iigned by no lefs than thirty^one Peers *• 

, The ftttention of parliament now began to be engaged 
by an altercation which had arifen to a confiderable height, 
between the Admirals Keppel and Palifer, on the condu& 
of the latter on the 27th of July. It has already been re- 
marked, with what fuccefsful afliduity Admiral iCeppei 
bad been traduced in the public prints ; at length thofe 
Dcws-papersy which fcrved as vehicles for anti-miniilerial 
do£lrines could no longer forbear acting in their vocations 
and accordingly took up the other fide of the queftion, fo 
that the condad of Sir Hugh Pallifer was brought under> 
difcuffion, with no more deJicacy than bad b^en ftewn to.his 
fuperiorofficen During this reciprocatiodiof flaiider, anano* 
nymous letter was inferted, which w^s neither fcujrilous nor 
mifleading ; it ftated the tranfadions pf that day fairly, 
and drew juft ahd obvious cpnclufipns, which indeed con- 
veyed an implied cejifure on the Vice Admiral of the BIuc^ 
Sir Hugh Pallifer applied to Admiral Keppel, rejquiring 
him to contradi£l the fajfls advanced in that paper. The 
Admiral declared his total ignorance ;Of it or iu author; 
but that he could not confider himfelf:a3 under any obligar. 
tion to^ confute an anonymous writer]; he had not thought 
k worth his while to take notice of any among the nunie* 
rous attacks which had been made upon himfqlf.. In ^ 
few days after. Sir Hugh Pallifer pubJiibed in thp news* 
papers his ftate of fads, which bore hard on t^e coadu^ 
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•r his fuperior officer, and to this piece he figned his 
name. 

This' procedure caufed the matter to be agitated in the 
Houfe of Commons, and a member moved to addrefs his 
Majefly for an order to bring Sir Hugh PalJifer to his trial, 
which was then over-ruled, but not reje£ied. Before thi^ 
propofition was refumed, Sir Hugh Pallifer preferred to the 
Board of Admiralty five articles of accufation, or fpecific 
charges, againft Admiral Keppel, for his conduct on the 
ayth of July, and demanded a Court*martial to beheld 
upon that oflScer. The Admiralty-board were far from hefi* 
tating to comply with a requifition which afie£led tjbe life of 
the moil refpcflable Commander then in the fervice, and 
who, during forty years, had acquired the refpe^l, efleem^ 
and love of the navy : without adverting to the fufplcious 
appearance which this condudl borej of being dictated by 
perfonal refentment, from the length of time which had 
clapfed . between the tranfa£lion on which it was flated, 
and the charges produced ; without being withheld by the 
confideration of the vaft injury which fuch a flep muft in- 
evitably produce to the public fervice, not only by en- 
couraging a captious humour towards fuperior officers, but 
by introducing divifioiTs and animolities into the navy, at a 
time when the falvation of the nation depended upon thqi 
united exertions of that body of men ; and finally without 
regarding the a£l of indelicacy, in giving countenance to at 
member of their own board, in his attack upon one., ii^ 
every refpefi whatever his fuperior, whilft the accufer 
might be fuppofed to have taken this ftep for tba 
purpofe of ikreening himfelf ; uninfluenced by any, ot 
all of thofe motives, they fuffered an ill-founded plea, 
of official duty to varniih over their prompt alacrity, and 
immediately fent a cppy of the charges to the accufed Adm 
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niral, accompanied with a notice for hlcn to prepare for hi$ 
fpeedy trial. Such a condu£l fpread difguft through the 
navy, and no lefs than twelve Admirals,* at the head of 
whom appeared the refpedable name of Lord Hawke, 
figned a memorial, which was prcfented to his Majcfly, in 
which they founded their complaint againf); the condu£t of 
the Board of Admiralty upon the grounds above ftated. 

A court-martial was accordingly appointed to be held on 
board the Britannia, in Portfmouth harbour ; but in coo- 
fequence of the Admiral's ill ftate of healthy an a£l of par- 
liament was pafled empowering the Lords of the Admiralty 
to order it to be held on (bore : from the (hip it was there«» 
fore adjourned to the Governor's houfe at Portfmouth, and 
began on the 8th of January, 1779. On the ilth of Fe- 
bruary, which was the thirty-fecond day of trial, the court 
baving heard xhe evidence and the prisoner's defence, were 

. of opinion, *^ that the charge was malicious and ill-found- 
ed ; t i^ having appeared, that the Admiral fo far from hav- 
ing bymifconduAand negle£t of duty, on the days therein 
alluded tQ| loft an opportunity of rendering eiTential fervicc 
to the ftate, and thereby tarniflied the luftre of the Britiih 
navy, behaved as became a judicious, brave and expeti- 
cnced officer. The, court therefore unanimoufly and ho- 
nourably acquitted the faid Admiral Auguftus Keppel, of 
the feveral articles contained in the charge againft him/' 

. Sir Thomas Pyej the prefidcnt^ on delivering to Admiral 
Keppel his fword, addrefled him in the following words : 
^ Adi^iral Keppel ! it is no fmall pleafure for me to re- 
ceive the commands of the court I have the honour to pre- 

^ Hawke, Mboro» Bolton, Gzaves, PigoC, Harland^ Briflol, Young, 
Sartoo, Geary, Shvldhani, smd Gayton. 

f In affixing this mark of ftrong and fevere condemnation in dK 
body of the fentence, on the conduft of the accufer, the court-martial 
confiderftd therofelvet as a court of military hoaouri as well at of cri* 
ARnd jurifdiftxon. Jnnttal Regifter. 

fide 



ftde ati that in delivering you your Avor'd,*! am to congfai 
tulate ybu On its being reftored to you wiih fo much ho« 
itbur \ homing ere iong you will be called forth by your So'^ 
viBreigh to ,draw it once more in defehce of your country." 

' Immediately uf^on the acquittal of Admiral Keppel^ both 
Jfoufes of Parliament voted him their thanks for his gallant 
conduct on the 27th of July. The vote of thanks wai 
carried writhout a difTenting voice in the Houfe of Lords^ 
and was bppofed by only oiie member * in the Houfe of 
Commons. Soon after. Sir Hugh Pallifer refigned his feal 
at the Board of Admiralty^ gave up his pofts of Lieuteuant- 
General of the Marines, and Governor of Scarborougli 
Caftle, and vacating his feat in Parliament^ kept nothing 
but his rank bf Vice- Admiral of the Blue^ which he was 
faid to hold as a qualification for his trial by a court-mar* 
tial. Befides the hohouts and authority annexed to thefe 
diftiniStions, he gave up an income of 4000I. peramium« 

Many crrcumfiances "were ftated in evidence on the trial 
of Admiral Keppel, w4iich tended to criminate his accufer^ 
the Lords of the Admiralty therefore IflTued 6rders for a 
court-martial to be held on Sir Hugh Pallifer^ which begari 
to (it on board the Sandwich, in Portfmouth harbour, oii 
tile izth of April, f The triah toniinucd untH the 5th day 

A a q\ 

* Mr. Strutt> member for Maiden; 

f According to the eftabliflied lAo Je oF feleaing offlceh for courted 
martiaf, the Hon. Keith Stuart^ who commanded thefietwick. In Sir 
Robert Harland's divifionv on the a7tH of JUly^ beiftg then at PottA 
mootbv would have been a memberbf this court, had he not )>een fum- 
moned as a witnefs on the trial, but being thereby difqualified, a ne- 
phew of tiie Admiral to be tried, tobk his place* Capt. Stuart was not 
cKamine^d '«ii the trial. Lord Lohgfoixi, of the America, whoie na- 
tion was near Sir Hugh Ps^llifer on the day ^ a^ion> vTad fent out tipon 
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cf May, when all the wifcoeflcs having bcenf examined, amd 
Sir Hugh Pal lifer having made his defente, the couct pro« 
cceded to deliver their opinion, which was, << That the 
behaviour of the Vice* Admiral of the Blue pa the 27th and 
28th days of July, was, in many inftances, highly merito* 
ribus 'and' exemplary ; but that he was blameable for not 
making the diftrefled fituation of his (hip known to the 
Admiral, either by the Fox.or otherwife* Yet as he was. 
Qcnfurable in no other part of his condu£l» the court are of 
opinion, he ought, notwithflaoding that, to be acquitt^^ 
and he is acquitted accordingly;" Vice-Admiral Darby*. 
the prefident, then delivered Sir Hugh Pallifer his fword* 
with this ihort addrefs, ^' Sir, I am dire£led by the court 
to return you your fword/' Sir Hugh being prefent the 
next levee day ac St. James's, was prefented to bis Majefty^ 
and gracioufly received. * About the fame time Sir Ro- 
bert norland firuck his flag at Portfrnoutfa^ and refigoed 
his command. . 

' It is now neceflary to return to the proceedings in Par* 
liament, and the attempts made to afford relief to Ireland, 
come next tobe fpoken of. Earl Nugent defcribed the great 
diftrefTes of that kingdom, the manufa<£lurers as fufferitig 
every fpecies of human mifery, and if not fpeedily relieved^ 
be foretohf that they would infalKbly tinigrate, and carry their 

* 

a cniife. It has been remarked, that three capfains of the blue divi- 
fion, who were involved in the Admiral's guiii^ iat in jadgmcnt Qp*a 
hiiii« 

• As the Adnjiral had notir been acquitted by a.cotirt-martial> in 
foine meafure to eotripen(ate for the facnfices which he had made of 
pofts and emoluifients, on the death of Sir Charies Hardy^ the next 
year, he was appointed his fuccellbr as Govemor of Greenwich lieipi- 
^, and ibme time after, is faid to have been fixed upon to commaad 
ftikec defined to the Eaft-Indies, but the Lord Chancellor refilled tp 
^x the great feai* to the commiiion. 
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iiftfft] iitt aioh| whti tbem; The fubjed was freqbehtty iii& 
troduced. His lordOiip aflTerted, that the revenue of Ireland 
was theti fo diminiflied, that it yielded little more than tho 
txpences of it^ civil eftablifhinent^ and he appealed to the mi- 
nifter for the truth of his afi^rtion. Lord Beaucharftp informed 
the HoUfe, that the Irifli eitpe£ted a free e:lportatiox)j ex^ 
cept ill the article of Woollens; When thefe applications 
proved of no dvail, Mr. Burke fpoke of li«ooo Qien txi 
arifis, all difciplihed troops^ which the codfiifution kneW 
nothing of} a new kind of national defbnce, Which he feared 
would prove tob powerful fdr adminiftfatiort X6 cohtroU 
"The Marquis of Rockingham and Lord Shelburne^ in the 
Houfe of Lords, laboured the fame pointy bfeit Without 
effedti At lengthy towards the clofe of the kS^otiy Lord 
Oower entered into a kind of icng^gement for hitiifelf and 
bis colleagues in the minifiry^ that i proper plan for the 
.aflF^trs of Ireland (hould be prepared and digefted by thft 
tnitiiftry^ during the fummer rec'efs^ and in readinefs to lay 
before parliament at the opening of the tieilt fe&on, b]^ 
which procraftination^ the Wound which at that time 
might have been beded^ was fuffered to become gaa^ 
grenousk 

The condoA of the firfi Lord of the Adihirahy under« 
went e very fevcre reprebenfion, for having fent out Admi^ 
ral Keppel with only 26 Qxips^ when be knew, or ought 
ta have known, that the French fleet confifted of ;}2. The 
Vaft fams voted for the various fervicel of the navy^ dur* 
ing the years th^t the Earl of Sandwich had preiided ovek 
tbftt department^ Were (hewn to exceed^ in a mod afto^ 
niihiHg [degree^ the provifion made by parliaiiient for that 
fti^tce^ In any equal number of years^ or even duHng the laft 
Wfir* The flate of our navy was declaricd to have been 
IWperior at the breaking out of that war,«to what it then 
WaS| atiid the eaufe of this alarming decline of ftrength was 
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attributed to the negligence and mifcondud of the navsd 
minifter. 

The pleas urged by the noble Ea^l in his defence were : 

That' the JFrench fleet was not in a conditioa to fail out of 

• 

JBrcft, and actually continued in that harbour until the 
day after Admiral Keppel failed a fecond time out of f he 
channel*. The neglected date in which^ the navy lay whe^ 
Lord Hawke quitted the Admiralty Boards was pleaded as 
the principal caufe, which furnifbed ground for the pre-^ 
fent complaint, although the comparative fiew which was 
taken of the^navy in the years 1755 and 1778, was obe- 
je£led to as delufive. A fire at Portfmoutb, which had 
confumed large quantities of (lores, and a combination ot 
the workmen, which had impeded the building and re- 
pairing of (hips, w^e reprefented as events which mufl 
inevitably embairafs the marine miniller in his attempts to 
provide a formidable navy. But thefe difficulties,^ he faidy 
had been furmounted : the arfenals in every part of the king- 
dom were at that time fo pleutifullyfurniflied with timber and 
naval ftores of all kinds, fo many Ihips were adually ready , 
fbr fea ; fo many more were preparing with vafl expedir 
tion, and would foon be finifhed ; fo that in a very 
ihdrt time, fuch a naval' force would be got together, as 
would ftrike terror into our enemies.— Parliamentary en- 
quiries into the conduA of minifters have long fince become 
mere matters of JForm. The grofleft negleds or miftakes 
may be glofled over by plaufibility, and the beft founded 
charges evaded by round aflertions. Such, however, was not 
the ftate of government in this country, during the war 
which Queen Anne waged with the Houfe of Bom^ 
bon ; each Houfe of Parliament then inftituted very dofe 

• lit one of the ftate papers iflttcd by the court of Verfailleai the 
rcafon aOigned why the French fleet did not fail fooner, i$, that the eowt 
of Spain had juft then become a mediator, to adiuft the dif&rence betwtea 
the two nations. 

and 
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imi «ffe£):ual enquiries into the management of naval 
affairs, even when the Queen's confort was Lord High Ad-« 
niral, * 

In the Houfe of Commons, an enquiry into the condud 
of the American w^r was entered upon. Many witnefTes 
were examined at the bar, and fome in their place as mem* 
bers. The evidence of many tended fully to juftify the 
' coodud of Sir William Howe, that of others tended to 
charge bim with a general want.of vigilance, and brought 
particular inftances of bis conduct as proofs of his having 
negle^ed to improve obvious ajnd deciftve advantages^ By 

* In the year 1704, two committees of enquiry were appointed by the 
Hbuie of LordSy one of which was to inrpe6l the books at the Admiral- 
ty Office! in order to gain cxa6l information df the condu£): the Board 
hadpurfued) and the other to enquire into what was done at iea. By 
their means much mifmanagemen^ was dete6led> the whole of which 
was reported to the Houfe : in confequence of which ^ an addrefs was 
prefented to the Queen, which covertly reflected on the Prince her con- 
fort. Her Majefty, however, wifely concealed her diflike, and in her 
anfwer afliired the Houfe, that'fhe would take the fubftance of their 
'addrefs into her ferieus coniideration, and give fuch dire6lions as 
ftiOuld appear moft conducive to the public fervice* Dr. Campbell 
calls this addrefs, which was prefented on the 5th of February, *70^^$i 
one of the moH valuable Itate-papers extant, as it is a noble inftance of 
the true fpirit of an Engliih parliament, " It (hews," fays he, « how 
enquiries may, and ought to be condufled, and how agreeable it is to 
" the nature of our conftitution to lay before the crown, and exhibit to 
the people, true reprefentations of the (late of public affairs, tliat men 
may fee how the money goe^, which is faid to be raifed for their fervice, 
and n^ look upon govi^ntiient as a bad fteward, that receives and pays 
without account. This I will be bold to fay, was the reafon that this 
war (for the Spani(h fucceflion) was carried on fo much cheaper than 
our naval armaments have been ever fince 5 for when enquiries are fre- 
quent, frauds feldom happen ; but when thefe are either difcouraged, 
tnade only for form, or ufed to (erve the little purpofes of partis, 
who, under c;olour of difcovering the faults of a minifter, mean no luoitt 
ihan to become minifters themfelves^ things muft go from bad (b worfe* 
and a (pirit of plundering inflnuate it(elf through all public ofBces/^ 
* ii^fJ oftbe Admirals^ HI. 407. Not^ 
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ifaeCt latter cU6£f wttoei&f he«PM dtntgei widlh ifinttentSom 
towards coDciliafikig the miiMls of Hbe Aanericah^ 9nd is 
ppt i^rming fucb as wiire well affe&ed. The moft effimti«l 
wuneffts in ftnoux of tbe Coinnuioder in C^kf, worct 
Lieut« Qoneral ^arl i^rowallii and Itfijor^ciicnd Qicjri 
pien who b^ bnriie the harden and heat of the fervk^ 4uriag 
the whole wiir. Thofe of moft weight ^n the contrary 
fide, were, {Soierel Robinibn, Lieuteiiant43aireroor ef 
New-Yor):, and Jofeph Galloway^ f)f^ i <fae fornifr iff 
thefe, from <he poft which he held, had obtained btft ftw 
pppoMtpi^^ of being wknefs of (be ^ill^fit ppeiatieDS of 
the arpiyi and the latter, who was a pative of ^mexissL^ 
bad been bred a lawyer, apd was a nuember of the firft 
(pongrefs, but afterwaiFd^ becoming a noiimXy be aigicb€4 
faknfelf to the jloyai caafe. On his exai^ifiaiion, he ap« 
peafed to know much more concernfrtg General Howe, and 
the bufinefs as well ^s duties of a Commanderj^ than abou| 
himlcif, aiid thofe proceedings in Congrisfs ii» wblcb be baj 
IxMrne ^ part. 

Thp war bad been|iecttliarly unfortunate, aiid it w^t ^ 
ftntverfally receiy^ed corollary^ that die condu^l ekher bf 'the 

Minifter or of the Commander muft have been highly cri«« 
minal I hence every means were ufed (o pdmipat^ the one 
)Q order tp exculpate the other. We generally attribute all 
eve;n|:s whether profperous or a4verfe, to ^ ^r^fi^gfamJBiX^ 
0( men rather thaa to the nature of "^ings, whofe infiuetiCG 
Is, however, mud) gf eater, though left yifiWe. The'hu- 
in'rlrating events of the American war may perhaps be owing 
iieither to any wilful or flagrant mifcondu£t in the Qenerals 
fipployed, nor in the Miniftpr prcfidingd bnt to the impracr 
Akability of tl:^ attempt arifiiig (torn jtbe vymntiof a fu^iciinit 
lorce; coilld an A\v% or a Paitnni fubdfie the 'Flemings, tfU 
though the t^q gteateft Generals of thaf age,, igrhen the 

fnilicarjr 



ttiiRtary tbaraAer of Spam wat at its height ? Akfaougk the 
firft annexed the kingdom of Portugal to the crown of Spain, 
he ofily in^poveriflied his country, and degraded himfelf iq 
tiie Low Countries. In deciding ap<m die conduA of the 
American war, greaf iitplzys of talents or vtel, at home 
or abroad, are out of- the queftion- ; no ennobling merit 
can be claimed by any one, nothing monecan be pleade4 
than not to have been intentionally wrong. 

Thefe enquiries had been fet on foot by Sir William 
Howe and Lord Howe, after which General Burgoyne 
inade his appeal to the Houfe. Being confidered in the 
light of a prifoner to the American States, he was denied 
admittance to his Sovereign, and his requeft to be tried by 
a Court-martial was alfo refufed; he therefore threw 
bimfelf upon the juitice, and claimed the protection of 
the Houfe of Commons, as the only means in his power of 
clearing his charader to his profeffion and to his country, 
by prpcuring a parliamentary enquiry. Sir Guy Carleton, 
late Governor of Quebec, was examined, and dizny.<^ the 
officers who had ferved on that unfortunate expedition, the 
evidence of every one of whom tended to place the merit 
and fuSerings of the General in a very ftrong light. No 
endeavours were ufed by the mioiftry to weaken the force of 
this body of evidence ^ and all the reports which had been 
generally circulated and believed refpeding the General's . 
condu£l in parttci^lar fpecified inftances, in which it ap- 
peared to have been injudicious, and contrary to the opi- 
nions of the beft officers ferving under him, more efpecially 
his paffing the army over Hudfon's B^er, were fpuod to be 
altogether groundlefii and falfe« 

The Miniftry, probably apprehenfive of the confequencek 
which might enfue from fuch a full and uneoatroverted ex- 
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tulpation of th^ General, caufeil repeated notices to he kn% - 
biih from the Secretary « War, that it was bis Ma^efty'ii 
pleafure h? Ihould return to his army at Boftoa *• - Finding 
all his endeavours to avert this femence of.exile^ in^Seikual^ 
be threw up every appoi^unent which he held under the 
croiyn^ and therf^by • became no longer (iib]e<^ tp or4ersK^ 
ifrom that quarter. 

• • • • 

The feffion had been continued to an unufual lengthy 
iprhen a Royal meflage to each Houfe was officially pre- 
fjsntedf, wb)ich was accompanied by a Manifefio from the 
court of Spain, delivered by the Marquis D'Almodovar, the 
Spani(h Ao^bafiador, who had therewith received letters >£ 
recal. In this implied declaration of waT, the court of 
Madrid complaiped in a very general and vague manner, of 
a variety of affronts and injuries which had. been^received 
from Great Britain. Thefe were ftated to amount to iuft 
one hundred in number ; befides which, the Manifefto 
fpoke in a haughty and ^^g^Y tone, of the Britilh Minifirj 
having applied to the court of S.pain to become a mediator 
in the difpute between France an^. Gre^t Britain,, which 
having been accepted, the negotiation was protraded and 

• " Thefe erders occafioned Iiim to addrefs a Uttn of remonftrance to 
the Secretary, in which he faid, ** I am deprived of a Court-martial 
iipon m}' condu6l in America, becaufe I am n^t iuppeied to be am«:iiali2e 
to the juftice of the kingdom ; and th^ Kibgis told, I have difobej^d 
Kis orders, in the very fame breath in that I am Hated not to be acr 
countable to l^un. By this do£lrine it ieem« fuppofed, that I am not 
capable of receiving orders for the purpofe' of public milice or pubh'c 
fervicc, but am perfeftly fubjeft to all fuch as have' a tendency to my 
own tleftniftion/U-Lord Peterfham, the prefcnt Earl of Harrington, 
iurrendered at Saratoga along with General 'Burgoyne $ that nobleman, 
snftead of being ordered back to America, raifed a 9ompanyi and wmi| ^ 
with it to janiaica. 

t June 17, i7Mv . .' ' . . 
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flighted by the Brltifh Minifiry, who (hewed oo fiiicen 
defire of profiting by the mediation which they had (oiighc. 

A general confternation feized the nation upon the ap« 
pearance of another enemy, although the fiate of poHtics in 
Europe at that timiti feemed obvioafly to point it out. 
Neither friend nor ally prefented itfelf iii this feafoh of. one 
extremity ; the crifis was aweful and alarming ; the Britiih 
empire feemed to Ihake to Its foundations, yet the nation 
felt no defponding panio, but feemed ready to meet its fate 
Vrith a fixed firmnefs. During the firft emotion, .a bill i^as 
framed for doubling the militia, which however did nol 
pafs into a law, but the powers vefted in the Board of Ad*' 
iniralty to imprefs feamen, were enlarged, and the claim of 
prote6lion9. in many inftancesj was rendered invalid. 

The neccffity of putting an end to the war in America,i 
was no^ reiterated with redouble^ force, but ftill the attach* 
inent to that ruinou$ and hopelefs conteft was unalterable s, 
neither the ei^pediency of.firivjng to reduce the grpwing 
power of France and Spain, which called, for the full, 
f xertion of our own, nor a regard to the inftindiive prin-* 
jpiple of felf-prefervatiQn, could be fuffered to operate wbil^ 
America reo^ined unfubdued. 

The fupplie^ for the year ^779 had been fiated by the 
Minifter in this feffion rather earlier than ufiial ; the budget. 
having beeh opened on the 24th of February, fo that no 
provifion was made for rai&ng a force to withfland the' 
attacks from Spain. The fervices of the year were then 
^imated to require 15,729,6541*. The land-tak and 

•NAVY. 
70,000 feamen, including' 17,389 marines, ordinary, 

building and repairing ihips . . « 495^9,069 

rN« B. Nothing was voied for Greenwich Hoipitak J 
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Aitks upon malt furAifted thtir wonted propoptliaa. 
Sei«tt miUions were rttfed by annukies, and a Lottery, con* 
fiftiag of fort j*niac thoufand tickets^ was diftributed among 

the 
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)%34^ eSfiRiwt nKn* nicliading every «apence - 
y^wfifiooe lor fiorces ui Kortb America* Nova Seotia* 

Gibraltco:, tlie Ceded Iflands^ an^ Africa 
Foreign troops ferytng in America, with the fubfidiety 

provisions and artMleiyi sunoimtbg to about siiooo 



BMiewiaRt ftrmg at Gibrahar and Minorca^ 
Avpntntatkiat to die forces for 1779 ^ ** 

iPartQordipaqes of die land-fervicc . • • 

Crdtoance .«..*• 
Chel&a Ho^ital .... 
Itfilitia in Exigland, and Fencible men in Scotb^nd $ 
iioathtng for ditto* and additional companies « 

MISCELLANEOUS SERVi 
To die Levant Company ... 5*000 
Hew Reada> Set, in Scotland • - . 4*995 

A«gme«ution of Salaries to Judges - « 4*109 
S«ma ifiiied in .pucfiian^ of Addrefles fromthe 

Houie of Commons ... 32*96$ 
J^auntaining and employing Convifts on t^ 

Thames ... X3»5S4 

For the Relief of Loyal American Refugees - 60*5x7 
SorveyTin'North America - - a*©^! 

For difeoveriBg a Method of dying Scarlet and 

Crimlbn on Linen and .Cotton' - - 5*000 

<;;ivil Eftabliflunentsinthe Iflandof St. John's^ 

CcDigia* £. and W. Florida - - fto^y^ 

Forts aqd Settlements in Africa • - 13*000 



— - * 



- 259*72^ 
9*006*137 

9X7>364 
« 103*117 

- 7**f J04. 

CBS. 



Laft Yearns Vote of Civdit dlTcharged 
J^acheqoer Bills difcharged 
]^lizes in Lottery* 177811 paid off 



164,013 
x/>oo,ooo 
a*ooo*ooo 

49o,oQa 

Pfficipiciea 
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^c (i&b^riberfl^ ia the pcoportif>n of fcvea ijiclf^et^ far «teqr 
fhoufiniiwi pounds fubfcribed^ at iol« e^ch li<Jc€t« JUlf4 
]!^ort;b ^idy be waAted to iaave f aife^l eigh^ mi^AQiH) 4Mlf 
could |iCQCU(e no more th^n feven, Tbe wl^9l*^ dfnount cf 
the monejr raifed by the Lottery w?s Ip 4|e 4iftijibiited im 
fxiztSf Tbe flnkiiDig fund fv^mifhoii th97i99s4^^* ^» 
chequer bUls, to the amount of 3^O0y€0QU iwcupe mt^ 
^nd other lefs confiderable articles of reY^uecpmpj^tedlbc 
Ways and Means. The number of feameft was augmented 
to {wmtf ilppufand^ Itfld jtbe land fofcesito thirty ihbtffand 
Hm^ ^Winlred and ic^y^n. A vote i)f cscdlt for a miliiai 
sm aC^erwards p0f{bd> iNq partof d»e Navy debt wts^ii;* 
csl^gfid ihis year. The ;|erftM on v^hidh riie ioan vm 
4U14a, waire, bVides ^ di^HC^^Hr of XoMf7)ticUt8» tfaitr 
per cent, jper ^niHim» Mi:^n Wnjiity of 3U tp. per amum 
fg^ ^he term of twenty-niiie years, for ;€^ery jooL The 
^W^i Uter^ft pay^^Ue on the cdPil^'boia-Qnrpji, omeamted 
tQ 472^00!. 16 raifc whk^, m addHkmal dut^y «f fivc;p€r 
pent, Wj6.1ai4 on Ibe full psC^uoe of the Excife j becr,;di^ 
ibap, canAkst and bides fCK^epted s (fibkb iRRSj^UmaM 
dt $^f f^l.) a |a9( on psoft-^hoffes of 4ait penny ^ 
P^iW ('ifi^^T.ip].) : 9fl ^d^hianal duty of fiye |)cr cftit. oa 
4;ai9b[rid^s ( 36,000) )• 

Npipore than -fifteen 4ay$ elapfed between t^e delivery :<^ 
(be Spa<ii0i JV^s^nifeitQ ^nd a SpaniH^ ^r^ly bl^^^adinj Qi^ 

pefidcncics in Xanc|» a50,oooj. Malt, aoo,oool. Fund 
in T75S9 40,54.0!. Ditto in 17789 98,891!. In Grants 

for i77«, «,H4l- - - r ^5^f7j[ 

T Note, T)(e emimerated Articles of Expence exceed the given Total^ 

,\yy One Hvnd|«d Thouiand Pounds.] . 

* The produce of tlie Anking fund, at the quarter endifig 5tli of 
Jafiuary^ ^779^ ^^^ not ipecified as iifual, btcauie the large appr<v 
piriation of ,^at fund the preceding year had confumed more thai) the 
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trahar. The attention of Government bad been however 
•ffsdually employed to put that important pof&ffioo into a 
ftrOAf ftate of defence, A numerous garrifon defended the 
works, and an ample fupply of ammunition and neceflaries 
weie depofited in the magazines ; but we Ihall forbear to 
fpeakof the military tranfadions in Europe during the year 
^779i ^^^^^ ^^^ events which turned up in the weflern b9*. 
siifphefc arc related* 

4 

Wbilft Admiral Byron's fleet blocked up the harbour of 
Bofton, D'Eftaing dared not put to fea, but a florm having 
4riven the former from his ftation in the beginning of No^ 
vcmbo I779» the latter took the opportunity to make his 
cfcape, and proceeded to the Weft-Indies. Towards the latter 
cod of the ^eie month a body of troops^ confifting of High- 
landers, HdBan»and Pi^ovinci^Is, which were commanded by 
JLieuteaant Col. Campbell, embarked in tranfpofts at New 
York, and being accompanied^ by a jfquadron under Com- 
inodofc Hyde Parker, proceeded to Savannah in Georgia, 
vrbilft Major General Prevoft, who commanded in £aft« 
Florida, was diredcd to eo-operate in the deiign of reducing 
that province, by jcntering it from St. Auguftine, with all 
the force which he could draw together; Colonel Camp- 
bel, as has been related, was made prifoner at Boftpn, fpoa 
after the Britifh army left the town. He had endured a 
long and rigorous captivity, but he now compenfated for 
bis ina&ion^ by totally defeating, immeidiatejy upon his 
landing, the American force which was coUei^ed for the 
4efence of the Province, and commanded by a Major- 
General Robert Howe. He became mafter of the town of 
Savannah, as the firft fruits of this vidlory, which was di- 
fiingurihed by a conduft not very prevalent in this civil 
war, for no violences were committed on the inhabitants, 
|keitfaer did any vindictive flaughtcr of the vanquilhed^trqops, 
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ftaio the glories of the daf • Had Colonel Campbel boeft, 
actuated by per fonal refentment for ,the injuries he bad fuf- 
fered, he might have converted himfelf into the inftrument 
for executing the valediAory threat of the Commiffioaertt 
but he aflbciated humanity with his courage and coi)dud« 
The Province was fubdu/ed fo foon after this decifive ftroke^ 
that Gen<!ral Prevoft had only the opportunity of reducing 
the town of Sunbury. The chief command now devolved 
dn that officer, and he was not backward to follow up thefe 
figiial fuccefles *• General Lincoln had arrived at Soutiw 
C^olina with an army for the protedbn of that Province, 
and pofted himfelf on its fouther n frontier* A detachmeat 
from this army, confifting of two thoufand men, was, by. 
an eflFortoffuperiorgeneralfliip, fo completely furprifed, as 
to lofe one fourth of their numbers in killed or made pri* 
foners, whilft thofe who efcaped, abandoned their arms, 
which, together with the adnmunicion^ baggage, cannoa 
and prbvifion, became the fpoil of the conqueror f. Some 
time after, Lincoln having changed his pofition, Prevoft 
entered South-Carolina with three thoufand men, and 
gaining three days mdrch of his adverfary, appeared 
before Charleftown, which he fummoned to furrender the 
1 2th of May. No terms which he could offer, however fi« 
yourable, were fufficient to induce a furrender, but it was 
propofed that the city and whole Province fhould obferve a 
neutrality during the war, which being re)e£ied on the 
other fide, a general aflault was expe£i;ed by the inhabitants 9 
the general, however, being without artillery, and unfup- 
ported by a naval force, deiifted. He then took poflTefSon 

* The General immediately declared the Province in die King's 
peace 5 which (hews t)ie ufeleiTnefs of the commiflion which was ient out 
principally for that purpofe, but without exercifing fuch authority in 
any one diftri^l. 

f March 3>, I77?* . 
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dT tile Mttrf of P«*t Roy»l, by wliich he obtainisd a fcwrn 
footing lif the Piwiilce, wbilft General Linccdti, ^idf ft» 
Aoufemi Ataeticansy wa» uoabie to difpeflefs L«u«* Colo- 
Mel MaiilMid of a ftreog p€ft whieb he oecta^d at Stosei 
Ferry* 

Tkecaittpaign oa the fide of NeVi^-Y<Mrk t^at hu«gcii4» 
and itf operaciona confined to the furprire of pofta and de^ 
fiiltttry excurfions. Ao expiedkian was ttndertai^te to the 
Cftftftpf^ in thebcginniog of May, in whic& Sir Gtorgtf 
C^ier commanded the fleet, which effeAed the deftraiaioii 
of vaff qoantitiess of tobacco, large magaaines of provtfions 
and natal ftores, together with one hundred and thirty ffaipA 
and vefieh, which were either burnt or taken. Another 
expedition to the coaft of Coo»e£licut) occafioned the de- 
fttuGLicfd of the towna of Fairfield, Norwalk and Green- 
Sold. The lofa of an Amerkan fleet which failed ham 
Bofton, tjo reduce a fortrefs lately conftru£l«d by Colony 
Macleane on the river of Penobfcot, was an irreparable bie^ 
to the Northern C(donies, by reduing a maritime force^ 
which they, had ufed every poffible means lo raife that 
kmaian cxertioni could fupply. The vigilance, intrepidity, 
and feaoianflMp of Sir George Collier, atehieved this gii^t 
03cploic» Eight American frigates, from thircy^twd f6 fi)t« 
aeen guns^ and (even armed brigs, were bloWh up ; font 
SKire were taloeii ^ but the crews of the flirps defih>yed^ 
efcaped on fliore* 

The arrival of D'Eftaiog in the Weft Indies had been 
preceeded by a large body of troops under Major General 
Grant, which Sir Henry Clinton had ferit for the protec- 
llbif of the Britifh iflands there. This force, affifted by 
ihe fieet under Admiral Barrington, made a defcent oh the 
Frexkch Ifland of St. Lucia, and were on the point of be- 

becoming 
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coming mtfters of tbe whole, wbea D'Eftaing apfMared 
with fifteen (hips to its relief. The danger of the Britifli 
fleet and army became extreme^ but the eve^t of the con^ 
teft difplayed, in the moft illuftrious manner, the fuperio* 
rity of their valour aend fkilU The French commander^ 
unable to make any impreflion upon the troopi, who re- 
ceived him with a cool firmnefs, and fwept away his men 
by their well directed fire, was eqfially incapable of bring* 
ing his fuperior naval ftrength to bear upon the Britifli 
ihips. After having faffered a lofs in killed and wounded 
of 1600 men, foiled and difgraced in all his attempts, be 
abandoned the iiland, which immediately Surrendered $ fa 
that he had the additional mortification of feting the 
Britifh flag flying from all quarters. The bravery of our 
troops, though it could chafe away a foreign enemy, 
could not withftand the noxious qualities of the climate; 
both (bldiers and faiiors fell a prey to that defl;royer« The 
labour which was requifite to put the place in a refpe£^abl€ 
ftate of defence, increafed the mortality, and caufed Xbt 
pofleflion of St. Lucia to be obtained at too dear a rate. 

. Admiral Byron arrived foon after, when Barrington, 
whofe name ought ever to be revered for the efiential fer-* 
▼ices which he rendered his country, in repelling this for- 
midable attack of the French, became fecond in command* 
Soon after, the Britifli. fleet was reinforced by a fquadron 
under Admiral Rowley, and the French by one tinder M. 
de Grafle. The attention which was neceflary to be paid 
to a valuable fleet of merchant fliips which were colle£led 
at St. ChriflopherV, to proceed to England, obliged Ad- 
miral Byron to qait his ftation off Martinique. This fur-* 
niflied an opportunity for a fmall body of troops, not more 
than four hundred and fifty men, to be conveyed to the 
iCiand 6f St. Vincent, where the difpofition of the Frendi 

inhabitantSjb 
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inhabitants, and of the native caribbs, were welF know^ir* 
This fmall fwcc, under the command of an officer of in- 
ferior rank, found means to reduce the ifland% although 
^fended hf upwards of four hundred regular troops* The 
lifad policy of that fcverity which had been exercifed towards 
the hative Indians upon that ]fland» then became apparent^ 
and a valuable pofleffion was loft, by government having 
vietded a few years before to the folicitations of injuftice 
and rapacity t» The good fortune of France now prevailed j 
La Motte Piquet arrived about the fame time with a rein*' 
fbrcement, having on board troops and naval ftores, where* 
»pon D*Eftaing immediately put to fea, and proceeded td 
the idand of Grenada, having then twenty-fix (hips of the 
line under his command, and near ten thou&nd land^ 
forces* The fate of the ifland was inevitable ; but the re* 
Iblute defence made by Lord Macartney^ the Governor, 
protraded it for fome time, until a hill which commandecf 
the fort, being forced, after a gallant defence, in which 
the French loft three hundred men, the Governor propofcd 
to capitulate j but the terms offered by the French Gencrari 
with the haughty port of a conqueror, being unufually hard> 
the fort and ifland was furrendered at difcrelionj. The 
bf haviour of D'Eftaing, in this his firft fuccefsful enterprize^ 
degraded his charader by the feverity and oppreffion With which 
bis condu£k was marked* Thatferies of adverfe fortune 
which had hitherto attended him, could not fail of making 
a deepimpreffion on a man fo exceedingly irritable, and im« 
patient to acquire glory ; bcfides which, he har;boured a 
perfonal refentment againft the Engliib nation % as he la-^ 
boured under a charge of having broken his parole when a 
prifoner lA the laft war, on which account many expreffiona 

• June 16, i77f- t See jfrage 95; :j: July %, 1779^ 
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^ ftroog contempt had.beea thrown out t>y the JBritidi haifat 
commandersy againfi hinif .of which Jie was well appiifed* 
and a mind confcions of a'diihonourabte action is, prepared u>, 
admit th^. moft inoplacable refentmenta** 

The appearance of the Briti(h fleets confining of twenty^, 
one (hips of the line, was now too late to fave the valuable 
poiTeOrion which it became a witnefs to the lofs of ; but it 
interpofed feafonably for the prefervation of Tobago, the 
only pofTeffion which remained to England of the iflands> 
which were ceded to her at the peace of Paris* . A partial 
engagement followed, in which Admiral B4rrington, in the 
Prince of Wales, with the Captains Sawyer and Gardner^ 
in the Boyne and Sultan, fuftained the whole weight of thd 
French van for a confiderable time^ .thettdion was inde^ 
cifive ; many of our fhips fulFered confiderable damage^ and 
'Admiral Barrington received a flight wound : the French 
are faid to have had twelve hundred men killed and two. 
thoufand wounded ; a Captain and five Lieutenants were 
flain on board one fliip< Their conduct throughout 
the a&ion, ihewed great inattention to feize the** advan^ 
tages which prefen ted, in confequence of their decided fu« 
pef iority in point of force* 

If D*Eftaiftg, immediately after this confliia, fcid bent 

bis whole force ag2tinft Jamaica^ it can fcarcely be dotabted 

* '• • . . ' ■ 

• the Coutit D^Eflaing refemi3les Marihal tallard in hi8defe£l9S 
he 18 extremely (hort-£ghtbd, and iikipdtttout, even to raihne£l} which. 
t!sLuM him to be made prifoner before Madras in 17 5 S^ as Tajllard was ^ 
at the battle of Blenheim. He was permitted to retmn.tq Europe on hip . 
p^olei but during itie voyage he caiiied himself to be cpllufively ex* 
changed^ and immediately prd(^eeded igairfft thh Eiigliih Eaft- India 
Company*8 iettlement of BeificooleA^ "^fbhh he eeuld AOt fa/i of re- 
dticing**. This conduct led the late Admiral Bolcaweh to declare, that • 
if it was his fortune to maice D'Eilai^g his priibneo he would chain lam . 
to tht deck like a monkey, 

B b thaf 



thst he wraU'htri 2ioixxtA Ant vriiisAK^ Msrtitl to i^t 
obwa of Fnuitie. The reprefemttioM whtck were ihkdcP 
to. gofecumeht^ kt wral: State ef defence, H^^ been crrgene 
and repeated, but without ttkCt i indeed' ^e time after 
troops did arrive^ but thempment of extreme danger was 
then elapfed« As the prdgrefs 6( the Hntift arms iii the 
feutfaera Provinces was a lieVir and uriexpeded event, the 
French commandeir may be fappofed to have received no 
pofltive orders from Europe, for attempting the recovery of 
Georgia and prote£Hon of Carolina ; the initrufiribns tinder 
which he aded might perhaps leave him at liberty to choofe 
his own plan of condud, and* that he proceeded to the con- 
tinent ought not to be attributed to Warmth of zeat in the 
caufe of hi!s matter's ally, becaufe it was greatly for the in- 
terefl of France to prevent, if poffible, her rival becoikiing 
pbflefied of the valuable Province of South Carolina, iV6m 
whence flie drew thorfe artides of commerce which were 
fafer on}y c6mpennit76n for this moft expenfive allbnce, and 
the forces of the coumiry were utterly unequal to the tstk of 
proteSin^ that Colonfy, fo remote ffom the centre of op(* 
rations. D'Eibing therefore was no fboner difengaged from 
Byron than he proceeded to Georgisi, and on his paiTage 
thither, happened to capture Sir James Wallace in the Ex- 
periment, a fifty-gun Aip, with a large fum of money on 
board, to pay the troops at Savannah } three frigates like^ 
wife fell into his hands. 

The French troops were landed on the 9th of September^ 
and on the x 6th their General fummoned the Cbtnmander 
at Savannah to furrender the. town to the French King. 
Prevoft, on the firft alarm of dangerj^ had called in Co- 
lonel Maitland and his force, which then was at Port Royal 
ifland, and that able officer effeded htsretreat, and arrived 
at the moft critical point of time | for after various letters 

had 
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hod been interchanged between t4ie two C^enerais^ I^revoft 
wae aUowed on)y twenty^four hours for returning a decifive 
anfwer. Had D*£ftaing formed the attack iitimediatel^ 
upon hk landings he muft inevitably hmve Carried the town ; 
but his confictenfce in the force which he coitirhanded, led 
Mm fo much to de^ife his enemy^ that he Wds rendered in*- 
cautious^ and weakly negleded to penetrate into their de* 
figos« Lincoln, with the A^leri€aR^force^ arrived cbe day 
after the invitation to capitnhte had becn.rejeded* Th4^ 
French army is fappofed to have confined of nearly five 
Ihoufand men^ the American of about three thaufaftd : the 
wbc^e force under Prevoft, comprebendiiig r^egulars, pro- 
vificiak, andfailors, might amotiot to three thon&nd, but 
atdent were the exertions ufed to ftrengtheti the works, zt\i 
fupply tte want of artillery with the gu»t from the ftrpt; 
The judicious difpofitioR of this force is to be attributed t« 
Capt* Moncriefie, who was principal Engineer. 

'. An heavy bombardment b^gan on the night of the. 3d of 
0£);ober, which proving ineflFe<9aa]» on the gik a genccal ' 
aflault was made upon the Briti0i lines by the French and 
Aniericans, on which occafion D'Eftaing ltd bh choiceft 
tfoops in perfon. Capt. Taws, who cooamaod^ a re* 
doubt, made a moft heroic defence, but he was at length 
ilain, whilft bis fword was plunged into the body of tha 
third enemy whom he had killed with bis own hand. Thji 
bravery of this officer had been difplayed in many ai^ionsi 
but his fervices had failed of procuring him any advancement 
in rank. When (he foremoft of the Frej^h troops bad 
mounted the works, and were in the near profpe^l of be-* 
coming mafters of the place, fome batteries, which W6r« 
difcharged by feamen^ dealt fuch deftru<3ion in every di« 
redion, as greatly impeded the advancement of the maiii 
body i «t the fame time a party of greiiadiers and mairinos^ 

B b 2 bravely 
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bravely afiailed thofe who had gained the lines, and who 
bad there planted the ftandards of France and America j. 
thefe they flew, and immediately attacked the advancing 
enemy, ftopped their progrefs, and threw them into dif- 
ordcr. All thefe exploits were performed araidft the ob- 
fcurity of night, and by the return of day the enemy were 
effcaually repulfed. At ten in the morning they afkcd a 
truce, for the purpofe of burying their dead and carrying off 
their wounded ; which lay in fuch numbers, as m many 
places to &11 |ip the ditches ; the works were ftrewed with 
them, and a moft (hocking fcene of flaughter prefented itfelf 
on every fide. D'Eftaing himfelf received two dangerous 
wounds ; Count Polafki, a Polifli nobleman, who had been 
an adive partifiui ia.thecaufe of America, was mortally^ 
wounded. The French did not loie^Iefs than ^fy^n 
hundred men in killed and wounded through the^hole of 
this fervice ; the lofs of the Americans was never afeer- 
tained. On the i8th of Odober each broke up their camp, 
after having openly and paffionately reviled the other as the 
caufe of their joint misfortune : the former retreated on 
board their fliips, the latter ta Carolina, le^iving General 
Prevoft and his brave coadjutors, in pofleffioh of the highefl 
renown, which miiiury merit fuccefsfully exerted could 
poffibly confer. The killed and wounde^ in this memorable 
defence, did not amount to more than fifty, but Lieutenant 
Col. Maitland, who had contributed greatly to this exploit, 
foon after died of a fever brought on by his laborious fervice* 

* 

In the m^an time the French fleet had fufiained con- 
fiderable damage by' tempeftuous weather, which obliged 
the Commander to proceed with the chief of his (hips to 
Breft, where he arrived, crcft-fallen and difgufted, en- 
during the angui(h of his Wounds, and the keener fen« 
(ations excited by a wounded fpirit : defeated when he 

had 
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hid afliired hinifelf of conqueft ; upbraided' by bis allies ; 
his militslry chara£ter debafed', and the expedlations of his 
country blafted : thus terminated the for<nidabIe expedition 
tinder the conduA of the Count D'Eftain^. In Africa the 
French wrefted from Great Britain the important fettlement 
of Senegal, which had been taken from them in the year 

1758. 

Many were the diftreiles and embarraifments which the 
States of America experienced^ Their wants were nume^ 
rous, and their refources fuch as only their neceffities could 
juftify reforting to. The fum& which bad been ilTued by 
the authority of Congrefs, in paper currency, exceeded 
tbirty*five millions of dollars, and the confequenjt depre- 
ciation of that fymbol greatly funk the credit of the New 
States. Unfuccefsful attempts had been made to negotiate 
loans in Europe, and debts to the amount of more thaa 
eight millions, were contra£ied, without any funds being 
provicjed for their difcharge^ whilft the war flill called for 
freih fupplies. The continental troops, to the want of pay 
added that of cloathing and other* neceflaries, whilft the 
northern Colonies appeared backward to furnifli their con- 
I;ingent8, and foikie^ of the leading men at Bofton^ opienly 
exprefied their apprehenfions from a {landing army beliig 
maintained, even in fuch an exigency of affairs, and the 
popularity of Wafliington became a caufe of jealoufy to 
thefe {harp«fighted republican theorifts. The American 
force at fea was alfo brought extremely Ipw, and the So-^^ 
vereign whom they ftiled their ^' great and good ally,^' was. 
AOt at all, difpofed to lend any affiftance to reftore their 
marine. Nevertbelefs, amidft poverty, diftrefs, and in«- 
ternal diviiions, their refentment againft Eogland became 
more rooted and inveterate than ever« 
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TKe fita'atUn of Gre^t Britain at that time feeiried to 
forebode mi utter extinSipn of ber power and confequence. 
The Maniieftot of France and Spain avowed fhe motives 
for tbdr c&riiaderaqr to bd, faefidei t&e avenging their re- 
fycSkvm injuries, ^^ a defign to put in end to that tyran-f 
meal eoi'pire'whicti England had ufui'ped and prefepded to 
maintain upon the ocean.** To execute thefe threat*, ^ 
fleet, confiding of twenty-eigbt fail, under the commaqd 
of M. I>X>rviIKefs, filled from Breft in the month bf 
June, 17799 ^nd joined a yet more numerous Sp^nffh fleet 
at Cadiz, the French Admiral being tntrufted *wkh the 
chief comrtand Of this combined force, which aftbuptcd 
to (ixty-C)t ftiips of the line, befides a vaft titrnVr o{ 
frigates. Sir Chafles Hardy was appointed to the comm^d 
of the Britifh fleet which Was to defend the empire agaihfi; 
. its powerful enemies. This officer had quitted the /ervice 
many years, ha^ih^ obtained the honourable retreat whicH 
jHe government of Qreenwich Kofpital' v^as meant to alFord^ 
It had never been hia fortune to render himfeff confpicuou^ 
as a commander, and the infirfn ftate of his health was not 
calculated to procure j;iopu)arity to himfelf^ or Simulate to 
^(Stivity in the fervice, but the operations of the campaign 
Were tne^nt to be noerely defenfive, and the debilitude of 
(ftxbaufted life, it ftould feem, was thought adequate to fuch 
a purpofe. Thirty-fix (hips of the line compofed the grand 
fleet for the bofue defence. 

The terrors of an fnvafion from France were now added 
to the other dangers which impended. Large bodies of 
troops were coltefted along the coaftj of Bretagne and 
Normandy, i«^hich fpread fuch a (erious alarm, that a royaj 
Prochmatibn waa HTucd for driving thecatfle from thecoaft 
of England, in cafe ait enemy appeared with and attempted' 
|o I|pd. Repeated requifitions tvad been made to the States 

■■.,.■ • ' • ■ • •• ef 
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cC the UaIM I^pvi9«j^» for tbt sit^A^nai in troopn and 
fliips, whi^Jti by tr^M«8 %h%j w:ef€engag^ to fomifli for 
the df^ce of ti»ipi..cQ9jntiy l but it .b)i4 bcenio«md knprac'^ 
ticfble tp d]raiV;^y kM of HiiAivtr fjrpoi.tbat xepublic. la 
t^is ^e j(^f ^fir9> av^ilft Sir CharifisJEIardy w^s cnitfing 
to the weft w^4> the ^ombintd. Antt eniwed the fiiitifli 
^haaAel.9pd aypf^^d befoni Ply moutht. where it coniimiod 
for thr^ days J d^iring which time . no attade was madey 
:|Uhoiigb.#i|afiy ^fidicattpas. were given of Aich an inteation*^ 
Jt baafince been,difcovered^ that a. place of loch vaftifn<i> 
portance had been fo overlooked, as, tx> be ultpr)y uni(bl^^ 
ipake any fifie^ml. defi^. Soootocioiis. kidbe^n tfae 
negligence in fuch a momentous a concem, that'tjie cannonv^ 
balls were found too large for the bore of the guns*, and 
the future navies, of this country ^ere expofed to the de- 
flroying vengeance of ita boaftful. rival f • This defenceleft 
fiate. of the phoe jovas h^pily unknown to the enemy> and 
it is prdbable, that no ferious defign had been formed of 
m^ing a dcfcent on any part of Eligknd. JSuch a pro- 
ceeding could hardly hfive failed to force the I>utch', though 
meft unwillingly, to bteooie parties in the quarrd ; but the 
fickaefs which prevailed on board the fhips, has been af- 
ilga^d at the c^ufe of the inefficiency of this vafl force. 
It is eafier to provide fliips than feafoned feamen : a con-^ 
tagious diftemper raged on *bdard the combined fleet, parti- 
cularly the SpanifiTfliips, which fwept away great numbers 

d^ily, and a mkiinderftanding was fai d to prevail between 

» 

* A lijc^ iBiftaltf) 19 not.piHyvmfing.pniper balls f^ tke ea»ion» 

proved verjrfatal in the aiSiion at>Bunker>-^U. 

f It was undei^qady that a judicial enquiry into the canie of the de^- 
fencelefs date of Plymouth was to have been fet on foot : (6 ^grant m 
breach of duty, called for exemplary pun»fliment> the public fervi^e de^ 
manded it, but fupinenefs or powerful applicatlonii caufed the inveiti- 
Iptioa to be iEbppF^fad. ' 
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the two coimnafiders. Whatever was Che cauft, they availed 
thcmfelvesof a ftrong eaft wind to getout'of thecb«inel,wfaich 
the Qrttifli fleet entered in fight of D'Orvilliers, by whom it 
was followed^ The Englilh Admiral proceeded to the Iflc 
H)f Wighti ftUl drawing afrer him the force of the enemy« 
Here the^ channel narrowing^ an engagement might bavc^ 
been maintained with left difadvantage on the fcoreof num« 
\fetSy . but the conteft was not brought to that iffue. The 
combined fleet again retired, and early in the month of 
September reached their refpedive ports^ The only ad« 
vantage they gained by this menacing appearance, was in 
the. capture of a fixty-four gun 4||ipf whtlft on its way to 
join the £ngliih Admiral^ ' 

r 

The internal date of the kingdom, at the time when itsoutw 
W^rd fplencJQr was thusecljpfed, became gloomy and cheerteft. 
The public funds h^d fallcAi twenty^ilve pet cent, in about 
five yeairs, and the valueiof land bad decreafed in much the 
ffime proportion; The immediate ruin of the country was 
apprehended. by many, though a defponding fpirit did not 
generally prevail. Great numbers, who were accuftomedto 
^raw large incomes from' the Weft-India iijands, and who 
Tefided in the capital, living in arftyle of elegance and pro-* 
fufton which the moftprofperous ftate of their af&irs was 
fcarcejy able to fupport, w^re now obliged ta reduce their 
e^pences within v$ry narrow bpynds, and for that purpofe 
quitted the l^ingdom to rcfiide in.the Aufirign Netherlands^ 
A gentleman, whofe rent-rolls in the counties of Hunting- 
^ipxi and S^lop amounted to more than 6eooK per annum, 
had his apprehenfionb of a genieral crafh of property fo 
jlrongl)^ excited, that he fold all bis fine eftates at fixteen 
years purchafe, and renouncing his native country, went 
to refidc at Venice,'. choofmg rather to depofit his eifeds in 

(h^.banl^Qf that republic. Qn th? other. band^ tbc'e^pec-* 

tation 
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tation of an invafion produced many ihftancea of public 
fpirit. Subfcriptions were opened for the fervice of the 
ftate, and large fums were raifed in feveral counties of £ng« 
land, befides fome additional regiments - of infantry. The 
£aft-India Company gave bounties for raifing fix thoufand 
feamen for the nayy, and undertook to build, at their own 
expence, three (hips of feventy-four gun's each, for the 
public fervicp, ' 'Itn "Ireland, volunteer companies were 
formed, fo9^ the purpofe of pending the kingdom againft 
a foreign attack j and fuch was \l^e readinefs with which all 
ranks of people there fubmitted to be trained to arms, that 
thirty thoufand men were foon farmed into difciplined 
troops. So great an acceffion of flrength gave a tone of re* 
f(sntment to their intereourfe with Great Britain, which ef« 
feflually compelled a compliance with their long urged re;* 
quefts. Agreements were entered into not to import or 
confumc any merchandize from Great Britain, and their 
Parliament pafTed the money-bill, or the zQ. for raifing the 
fupplies, only for the term of fix months, inftead of the 
cuftomary term of two years. At any other feafon, fuch a 
Condu£l would have been confidered as an aA of rebellion, 
and the force of the kingdom both by fea and land, would 
have been drawn out to chaftlfe fuch an outrage againfif the 
fupreme authority of the ftate ; but the pride of power way 
now To much reduced, that this oiFenfive money-bill re^* 
ceived thefandion of the Britiffar cabinet. 

The Parliament niet on the 25th of November, I779» 
Qn the day preceding which, feveral refignations and new 
appointments took place. The £arl of Gower, Lord Pre-* 
fident of the Council, r^gned, and £arl Bathurft was ap- 
pointed to his poft. ^Jhord Weymouth refigned his fecre-* 
taryfliipfor tjje^outhern department, and was fucceeded by 
the £artof Hilliborougb I Lord Scormont^ late AmbaiTadot 

at 
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at BiriS) obuiocd tbc Secreurylbip of Stale for tbe northern 
dcpartinentt which oftcc haid beea upfilUd ever fince tbe 
death of the Earl of Suffolk, which happened in tbe mootli 
of March preceding. Tbe poft of Ftrft Lord of Trade uui 
Planutions, ever fince the appointment of a third Secretary 
of State, had been united with that office, but; it wa^ aow 
Separated) and heftowed upon tbe Earl of Carlifle. 

A few days after the opening of the fefEort, Earl 
Gower, who ftood engaged to Parliament that relief IhouM 
be granted to Ireland^ declared the caufe of his refignation 
to have been the divifions that prevailed in the cabinet re- 
fpefting tbe treatment of that kingdom, and one of his fons 
in law^, in the Houfe of Commons, attacked Lofd 
North on that fcore, with fuch oncommon afperity of 
language, that he thought fit, thi^ next day, to apologize 
for his warmth. The fituation of public affairs, at length 
wrung fronr government that relief, which would never have 
Veen obtained as a largefs. Three a£ts were paffed in tbe 
coutfe of the feffion, by whith the triih were permitted to 
export their woo}, and Wo6llen manufddures, to import 
and export glafs, and to carry on a trade of import and 
export to and from the Rritilh colonies in America and 
^he coaft of Africa, fubje£l to fuch limitations, refiridiona 
^nd dutiesj^ as the parliament of Ireland fhould impofe. 

It was truely furpriftnf to bear tluit very minifter, who^' 
Iff ben coercion towards America was refolved upon in the 
cahinet, had thrown afide, with fo much ekfe, the nume- 
rous^ interceflbry petitiona whith were then prefented fa 
farlrament, now plead, that he had hitherto been with- 
held from gratifying the wUh of his heart, by rendering 
^lief to Ireland, from an attention to the petitions which 
bad been prefented from fome parts of the kingdom agaioft 

* ^ M^;. Macdonaldi 

any 
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any fucb indulgence !<— It wtU appear in the feqtsel, that 
like a refpe^ful lieferenoe to<the petitions of the people, 
did not cb$ra£briae the (eiSon 6f «&hich we are now treat- 
ing. 

. Apetitioni 0g8rd by feYenty^^fiveof the principal planters, 
merchants, and <»thers, interefted in* the ifland of Jamaica, 
was prefi^t^d to the Hoiife by Mr. Pennant, member for 
LiverpGoJto It ffpr^fented the wreak ftate of the defence on- 
that ifli(f|d» apd arraigiiedi it^ &vong terms of cenAire and 
reproach, ' th^ iiegkfl ' of government, in fufiering 4b va«' 
luable a poQVffiofii to beeacpefcd to die attacks of an enemy, 
and claimed pi0te6liotn as a right. The warm manner in 
which this a&ir H^as taken op, occasioned fome new ratfed 
troops to be fcnt there foon after* 

^the attention to an oeconomical expenditure of the pnb^ 
lie money, which bad been ihewn by particular mpmbers 
in e^ch Houfe of Parliament, for , the laft £ve years parti«» 
calarly, not having proved efFe^Mal to the obtaining aof 
cure for the great and growing eyil of wafteful expence, a 
general fpirit of difcontent at leoglb pervaded the nation. 
County meetings were held for the purpofe of framing pe*> 
titions to the Houfe of Commons, and appointing conw* 
mittees of correfpondence. This fpirit of reformatioa^ 
ftrcngly prevailed during the Chrifimas ^cefs, and afTocii^ 
ations for the redrefs of grievances were formed in variouf 
parts of the kingdopif The couaty of York took the leaA 
in thefe proceedings, and in the month of January, i;^8o» 
Sir George Saville prefented to die (ioufe of Commons a 
petition figned by 8000 freeholders : about 40 other peti* 
lions were afterwards prefented. The oeconomieal regiirlaf% 
tions which the French king had inuoduced into'bis^hoiA.* 
|ioId (preparatory to a more general io.troduidlioil of tho 
(pif it pf fru|alit^ into ev^ry department of the Aate) joined 
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to the exigencies of the times, had ftirred up this difpo*. 
£cion. < It is not difficult to introduce a reformation 5f 
abufea into a ftate, when the executive power ftrenuoully 
engages ia the attempt, but nothing can be efie£lual to 
reftrain profufion, when the lavifli ufe of the public purfe 
is made the moft ready means of ftrengthening the hands 
of government. Some very able politicians have thought it a 
great defeA in our conftitution, that the whole of the public 
revenues (hould be managed by the officers of tke crown, 
though thofe revenues no longer make any part of the eflate 
of the crown. It was remarked by King William, 
that if he bad a fufficient number of places to beftow, he 
Ibould be able to gain the afcendancy over all parties. 
That enlarged ability to confer favours is now poflefled ; 
and in fuch a ftate of government, little hopes can be en- 
tertained of eftabliihing a fyftematic frugality i the attempt 
was however highly meritorious, and the feafon moft pro- 
pitious, for the Parliament being now entered on its fixth 
feffion, the members of the Houfe of Commons began to 
recoUe£i: from whence they derived their feats, and the 
voice of the people was thereby rendered potential. To 
bring back the conftitution to its iirft principles, by intro- 
ducing a falutary reform of abufes, was attempted by a 
anember of the Houfe of Commons, who, in a courfe of 
fourteen or fifteen years, had laboured moft affiduoufly and 
ably, aItho^gh too inefFeAually, in the public feryice ; for 
which entire furrender of his uncommon talents to the in- 
ferefis of the nation, he had not been gratified even with 
the honorary mark of general approbation. This coolnefs 
however no ways abated his zeaU <« I was bound to ferve 
Great Britain and Ireland," faid he, upon a particular 
occafion^ *' to be pleafed with my fervices was their aflPair, 
not mine.^' Mr. Burke, on the i ith of February, laid be- 
fore the Houfe of Commons, *• a plan for the better fecurity 
pf Uie independence of Parliament, and the OQConomical re^ 

formatioa 
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formiition of the civil and other eftablifliments." He ftated 
the operations of his plan with refpe£t to the firft head, to 
be equal to the places held by fifty members of parliament^ 
and to the latter, an income of two or three hundred thou- 
fand pounds a year was propofed to be faved, without any 
a£t of injuftice to a fmgle individual ; befides eftablifhing a 
fyftem of oeconomy, which, he obferved, was itfelf a greaA 
revenue. He propofed that the principality of Wales and 
Duchy of Lancafter (hould be united to the crown, for the 
purpofe of abolifhing a number oT ufelefs offices : that the 
landed eftates of the crown (hould be fold, and thofe pof^ 
ieffions, unprofitable at prefent, being thereby thrown 
into the mafs of private property, would come, through 
a courfe of circulation, and through the political fecredons 
of the flate, into our better underftood, and better ordered 
revenues. He then proceeded to the civil lift revenue,, and 
propofed various reforms in the Royal houfehold ; among 
which were, that the offices of the Great \ykrdrobe, the 
Board of Works and of Green Cloth, fhould be abo- 
li(hed. That the bufinefs of the Mint (hould be under- 
taken by contra£):, upon proper fecurities, and under 
proper regulations, as on its prefent footing it was a great 
expence to the nation, chiefly for the fake of members of 
parliament* Under other governments, he faid, a queftioa 
of escpence is merely a queftion of ceconomy ; with us, 
in every queftion of expence there is always a mix* 
ture of conftitutional confiderations. He meant to 
limit the fum granted in penfions to 6o,oooL p^r annum, 
'the whole ^oiount of the penfions of all denominations, 
which had been laid before the Houfe of Commons, 
amounted, for a period of feven years, to confiderably more 

than lOOjOOol. a year*. The office of Pay-mafter of the 

» 

Land- 

• It appears by Necker's Compte rendu au KoU that the finances o£ 
France were annually charged with near twenty-eight millions of iivrei 
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Land-forces, orTrcafurcrof thte Army, and the Trealiirer 
of the Navy, he meant to make mere offices of aditiHit* 
ftration, by transferring the Bank, from which the great 
and invidious profits of tfaofe offices artfe, to the paUic. 
The great patent offices of the Exchequer he meant to 
redoce to fixed falaries, as the prelent lives and reverfiona 
ftould fucceffivdy fall. The office of' Secretai^ of State 
for the Colonies he propofed to abolrfll, as likewiie the 
Board of Trade and Plantations, which latter eftabli{hmeflt| ' 
lie fiid, merely ferved to provide eight members of parlia* 
rAtnt with a thoufand pounds a year each, tk pcnnted out 
how ncccffary it was to review our military expences for 
fome years paft, and, if poffible, to bind up and clofe tbat 
bleeding artery of profufion. 

The Houfe was greatly jRruck with the profound re- 
fearcbes and acute difcriminations, which appeared in every t 

part of his grand and compreheniJv^ plati for a national 
reform. The Mi<iifter declared, that he believed ho other 
man in the kingdom could have inveftigaifed ib complicated 
and difficuk a fubjed with equal ability and fuccefs. Three 
days after this bufinefs bad been opened. Colonel Barri 
propofed that a committee of accounts fliould be appointed, 
irs a farther means of promoting the general plan of oeco- 
Qomy fo neceflary to the national fecurity. This was alfo 
approved by the Minifier and his friends : but fuch ap«' 
pearances of concurrence were not long preferved, for Lord 
North hrmfelf foon after brought in a bill which appointed 
II commiffion of accounts, compofed of fix commiffioners, 
whick ihould enquire into the paft expenditure' of the public 

(i,^s6,53ih fterling) in annaitiesy known. under the name of peaiioiit 
•f various kinds and denominations. He adds, <* I much queftion, 
whether all the Sovereigns in Europe put together, lay out in peufions 
mon than oao half of that fam.** 
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tn&ncy, as well als iiltd the current accounts ; and cdnfolt, 
prepare, and report fo^ the Houfe what appeared to them to 
be a mote eafy and fpetfdy mode of keeping tfaofe ac^ 
coutttsy and fectling tbetn, fi> that their true ftiate might, 
frem cine to fiiae;, as Dear a» ^SiU^, he laid before the 
Houfe when caKed for.* Tbe bill t*xprefsl/ pt^ibitcd 
the Comoiiffioners fftyili being fAembers of the Houfe of 
CoHMBons, 

/ . • • 

On the 6tb of Aprils when the county petitions wer« 
to be taken* into confideration by the Houfe of Common^ 
the burmefs was opened by Mr.^Dunning ; and that the fejv- 
timents of Parliament mi^t be coniiftent with thofe of the 
people, he moved two propofitioni, the fiift of which was, 
that the influence of the crown had increafed, was in- 
cre^fuig, and ought to be diminrflifed* The fecond ^ tba^ 
it is competent to this Houfe to examine into and corred the 
abufcs in the expenditure of the civil lift revenues, as well 
as in every other, branch cf the public revenue, whenever it 
ibaU feem expedient to. the wifdom of the Houfe fo to do. 
The firft motion was carried 233 againft 215; the fecond 
paiTed without a divifion. The Minifter, on thrsoccafion, 
was left in a minority, and the whole fabric of bis power 
feemed to 0iake. Mr. Thomas Pitt then moved a re« 
folution ; that it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
it is the duty of this Houfe, to pcbvide as far as may 
be, an immediate and eiFtdlual redrefs of the abufes 
complained of in the petitions prefented to, this HouD» 
from the different counties, cities, and towna in this 
kingdom. It was carried in the affirmative without 
any apparent difienr. When the Houfe was refumed, Mr. 
Fox moved, that the three refolutions Should be imme* 
diately reported i which was agreed to, notwithftanding tbQ 
flrong oppofition made by the minifter. They were then 
read a firft and fecond tim'^, and agreed to, without a di- 
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vifion. The Speaker being fuddenly taken ill, the Houfil 
was neceflarily adjourned for fome time, and when it was 
refumed, its temper was found to be much altered* No 
more popular refolutipns were agreed to, and fuch as ia 
the firft tranfports of zeal had been made, were rendered 
inefficacious, by recourfe being. had to' the parliamentary 
forms of civil difmiilion. Members had done enough to 
fa?e appearances with their conftituents, and to have done 
mote, would have been dangerous to the eflential interefis 
of individuals. All the component parts of Mr. Burke's 
Icheme, were, in their turns, finally reje£ted, although 
many of them on their firft appearance were approved by a 
majority. The aboliihing of the Board of Trade was car- 
ried i but no fooner had government found time to rally its 
broken and difcomfited forces, than the whole was loft. 
This fiate-phyfician had indeed attempted the radical cure 
of a diforder, at a time, when even palliatives could be with 
difficulty adminiftered. But it had never been his pradice 
to apply palliatives. Even the unfuccefsful attempt, 
bowever, ferved to eftabliih two points : viz. the aduiL 
cxiftrnce of very great abufes ; and that their removal could 
only be effefted by the gracious propenfities of the Sove* 
reign to introduce a reform. In all the important concern-* 
ments of the nation, for fome years paft, (and no period of 
its hiftory have furni(hed a greater variety) Mr. Burke had 
rendered himfelf confpicuous as a patriot. When diC* 
fention and diflatisfaftion were fpread over the nation fome 
few years before, he pointed out, in a forcible manner, the 
caufe of the difcontents which prevailed. He had laboured 
to ftop the progrefs of depravity in the eaft*, to avert the 
miferies which threatened the weft; to obtain diftribucive 
juftice for Ireland, and now, a reformation of abufes in 
England i every one of which attempts difcovcred the pro- 

• Sec p. 9). 
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poik&iaiii and real SrleiKl to his country^ yet could 
•be not efcape the Joapfimiofi of bemg the partifan of k 
p»Ttf* TfM {Qttt' he a^peaped dang^roiis^ becatrfe he had 
<lfcwed.himfelf hoftkod toCfienfltal-P^liamenis, and to 
4itbcf8 uBpl^afi«4^ bqcitttfe be <liAs6v*Md a Aabborn and 
unacoommddatibi; vivt^ef $ wfeitft fbenfe vrho poCeiTed 
4. Iiiii€*ibraii^^ flexibiliqr. of mind, irere inclined to 
ftwiaitdi thajc &ich a thaaihoiaid <be a patriot when public 
*yiniteiscc^9t t)ffi^iDn J ^But^ neither narrownefs, infenfi*- 
j»Ui%y^ £3rdi(Lne&^.,nbr. ingratitude, could withheld froei 
bipo^tbe inward* iadi8fitt&ioi)$ fefuking from a public fpirited 
l;poiie^f and.wbitt.tbey .ace have been deicribed by a fine 
i^rier* *^ A life dedicated to the ifrvice of our connlry^ 
^mia the. full ufe, . and no life (bouid ladmit the abufe of 
pUaf^ires ; tbe lead are confident with a cohAant difchargt 
f>{ mix public duty, tbe gxeateft arife from it* Neicheir 
Montaigne, ih writmg his Effays, nor Des Cartes,, ia 
buckle new wprids» nor Burnet In framSnig an antedi-^ 
}uvi»6 earth ; no, tior Newton, in difcovering and efta- 
blitbing tbe true. laws of natn-e on experiiDtnt and a fub-^ 
lime geometry, fdt mote intelledlual joys than he feels, who 
is a ilsal patriot ; who bends < ail the force of his under*' 
ftapdM^^^d dire£t3 all bti thoughts and anions to thb 
good of his country .**j 

•f The late Dr« Goldfmith^ whom Mr. Burke honoured with hit 
fifiendihipy in a fportive vein of humotir^ drew a chara^ler of his fi iend, 
fBhkh concludes thus i^ 

Who too deep for his heaiciersy ftill ^cnt on refiuing> 
And thought of conirinciisg >«rhile they thought of dining* 
trboagh equal io a3i tMng4, for all tbmgs Uirfit ; 
Too nice for a ftattfman, too |>roud for a wit | ' ' 

For a patriot too cool ; for a diudge 4^b^<^ent ; 
And too fond of the ri^t to purfue the expedient* 
IV> ihort, 'twas his fate, unemploy'd, or in placei SiTi 
^ 'f'o 6it mutton cold> and cut blocks with a razor, 

C « Whilft 
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Whilft the reformation of abufet ia the ftate wa# lb 
earnedly fought by all ranks of people throughput the kiog«» 
dom» that fome defcribed the nation as haviag run matf 
about public virtue, as being aSuated by an- innovatiag 
fpirit which formed motions of ideal perfq&ion ; as ckerLih- 
ing fi^uTelefs .difcont«nts which inflamed to turbulence and 
diflention ; an unlooked for fource of civil commotion pro- 
duced the moft alarming cffeds. The partial relief which 
had been rendered to the fubjedb of England who adhered 
to the Romilh faith, had giveano fort^df offence to the 
nation ; in Ireland, the principle had been adopted with 
great fucceftt A°cl no difgufts were teftified by any claft of 
the people. Thefe appearances induced fome leading men 
JQ Scotland to proroife to ufe their ioterefl in Parliam^t^ 
for the purpofe of extending the relief lo that country-^ but 
the dcfign was no. fooner named^ than a few iqipetHOus 
l^ealots^ "^ho were utterly unacquainted with the nature of 
the relief ^wbich was meant to be obt^iitedf became alarmetf 
' at the danger to which they thought the Proteftant church 
was expofed, and made ufe of every method which a blind 
etithufiafm fuggefted, to inflame the people, to the moft 
violent refentmeJiC^*. Every adive principte was emjdoycd 
in this caufe, whilft no efFe£lual means weTe ufed to coiin^ 
teracEl thefe deflgns, by reprefenting to the people at iarge^ 
how groundlefs their apprehenfions were, and that nothing 
more was meant to be done than to repeal an unjuft JaW, 
which, by a ftrange concurrence of clrcumftanccs, had be- 
come a law contrary to the intentions even of its.firS 
framers, and that a great number of penal ftatutes ^gainft 
Roman Catholics, would fiiil remain in full force« It is 
highly becoming the leading and enlightened part of man* 
kind^ to make ufe of every meaAS which argument, inter- 
mixed with good-humoured pleafantfy, can fupply,' to 
If move any falfe notions which are likely to prevail to the 
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dtflurbaiice of the public tranquillity : .and of all mifiak^s^ 
thofe which arife from a confcientious attachment to re<^ 
ligious principles, deferve the mo& afliduous endeavours to 
be ufed in correAing and confuting. The outrages which 
were committed in Edinburgh and Glafgow^ early in the 
year 17799 on the houfes and property of the Roman Ca-« 
tbolics, in confequence of the popular refentmenis having 
been eiccited againft them, by a variety of inflammatory 
pamphlets, which had been induArioufly circulated, would 
never have happened, if any portion of zeal had operated 
to the producing, and fpreading widely, of well-written 
trafis, to difpfove the aflertions which had been fo roundly 
and falfely made. But the weapons of reafon are lefs fre- 
quently reforted to, for the purpofeof fuppreffing a popular 
infatuation, than thofe forcible weapons with which the 
fiate is armed, and the progre|Sou of difcontent is feldom 
attended to, until the confequenccs of its maturity are 

felt. 

/ 

From Scotland, this fpirit of bitter enmity againft the 
Catholics paiTed. into England, and caufed a fociety to be 
formed under the title of " The Proteftant Aflbciation,'* 
which was compofed of well-meaning but uninformed 
people, whofe fears were excited, becaufe they confidered 
the principles of popery as increadng to an alarming pitch 
in this country, and that the defign of the legiflature was to 
psitronife that religion. The averfion which Britifli Pro- 
teftants difcover to Roman Catholics, is uncommonly inve- 
terate \ it feems almoft to have furvived their religious 
principles. The Dutch, although they revolted from 
Spain, becaufe they were cruelly perfecuted as Proteftants, 
yet were fo far from bearing animplacable enmity to the Ro-^ 
manifts, that they allowed a general toleration ; and the 
Roman Catholics to this day, are confpicuous in thofe 
fi^ces, both for the Jargenefs of their numbers and the 
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jsteaceableftefs of their demeanor. The Swtfs Cafitofitf 
know BO diilentions, becaufe fome are of the Romifb per-* 
fitafion and others Calvifiiftical Proteftants. But the at- 
tempts which have been made in England, fifice the Re-^ 
formation wap introduced into it, to render the religioit 
of the Church of Rome the nattofial religion^ and to exter- 
minate or deprefs the reforiped churchy had eftabliibed aa 
hereditary antipathy which is not yet'extinfi, inlomuch that 
the peaceable conduit of this body of men for eighty or. 
nintft^ years, has not been liufficient to expiate the mif- 
deeds of a formei: race^/ It' therefore became the indif^ 
pejifibte duty of every man of inftuence to oppofe to tbis 
popular prejudice the force of truih ^ but whilft a general . 
fupinenefs prevailed coticerning the principles and condu£k 
of this foctety, it increafed in. numbers and in ^eal, under, 
the influence of a prefident, whofe violent and daring 
tjfifit .qualified him 'for crediting and leading, a fa&ion« 
This young nobleman is defcended from one of the . 
inoft ancient and honourable families in Scotland, (o 
that he might lay claim to popularity as a birth-^ 
right, whilft a peculiar caft bt character, which marked 
hi^ whole deportment, clrew the public attent^ion j hiil 
£pgulaiies pafled for marks of genius, and his drefs and 
appearance, which feemed to have beeA copied from the • 
age of puritanifm, imprefle^ the fuperfitial multrtude witif 
a notion of the fan£lity of his manners ^ ahhough nnde^ 
this difguife, his private life was not cohrpkuous fbr ar 
correfponding auftcrity*. Through the influence of thilT • 
reformer, a petition to the Hgufe of Commons was dtaVi^n 

• Ml'. Wilkfts very aptly a^jplied to this i'ealof, a-tr^it bf Ae- cha- 
mber girdn of Fleetwood Shepberdy in 'a Latin epitaph :'—- ** NalSs 
mdretrix difplicuit prseter Baij^'loaxcatti/' BfiiShi Efitafk is tlft Oiu-m 
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Up, in the hame'oF the fociety, praying the repeal t>f the 
zA for the relief of Roman Catfaolict, which was frgocd by 
vaft numbers; to attend the delivery of wfaich^ all true 
ProteftantB were invited by hand-bills and adverttfcmenta 
in thenews^papers» to aflemble in St. George's fields, and 
to diftinguijih themfelves by wearing blue cockades in their 
hats; their champion, who was a member of "the Houfe, 
haying declared that he would not deliver their petition, 
unlefs he was attended by twenty thoufand men, and a 
number not ihort of that were a£tually got together. Al- 
though it was not the intention of government to grant th» 
prayer of the petition, yet it either did not apprehend, or 
did not choofe to provide againft, any confipquences which 
might arife from the aiTembling of fuch a concourfe of peo- 
ple. The behaviour of Lord Qeorg^ Gordon, the popular 
leader of this multitude^ -which now befft the Houfe pf 
Commons, and occupied every avenue to its entrance, 
tended greatly to exafperate and inflame his followers. 
Many of the Lords received perfonalaffronts and injuries in 
their way to the Houfe of Peers, and in the evening, thq 
Romifli chapels belonging to the Sardinian and Ba.varian 
Ambafiadors, were demoliflied and fet on fire, although no 
proper obje£ls of their reientment, becaufe the obnoxious 
a6t of parliament no ways afFe£led them. The (nounds of 
law and order being thus broken down, the dwelling- 
^oufes of the Roman Catholics in different parts of the 
town were difmantled, the furniture piled up in the Oreet 
and burnt, whilft the dwellings were fet on fire. The civif 
power was unable to prevent thefe outrages, and the few 
military which could be drawn out, adting under the com^ 
mand of the magiftratcs^ were not efFedually employed to 
(uppreCs them. A wealthy- and luxurious metropolis mufl: 
harbour a nutnber of defper^te wretches, who are only 
awed by thefcourge of the law whicl^ is be|d over ihem : 

Q c 3 fucb 
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fuch would not fail to avail themfelves ot the fufpenfioa of 
legal authority, to commit the moft atrocious crimes. 
Thefe being now collcaed, levelled their attacks agarnft 
the places which ibcy bad moft rcafon toldread, and the dif- 
ferent jails were forced open, the prifopers fet at liberty, 
and every thing confumed ^bich was fufceptible of th<j 
a^aion of fire. The dwelling-houfes of fcveral Joflic^s of 
Peace fuflFered the fame fate, and as all authority and con- 
trol was borne down, no limits could be kf to the de- 
vaftations which might follow. The deflru£lion of the 
Bank of England was openly threatened, and the fate 
of the empire feemed to depend upon the torches of a ruth- 
lefs banditti. At length, however, that vengeance which^ 
had folong lingered, overtook them : large bodies of troops 
had arrived, and on the night of the ytb of June, the 
dreadful expedient of military execution was reforted to, at 
the only means of faving the capital from deftru£lion. The 
)iorrors of ttiat night are not to be described: between* 
four and five hundred perfons were killed or wounded $. 
and though notices Vfcte delivered at every houfe, cau« 
tiontng the inhabitants not to quit their dwellings, yet 
many innocent and refpe£table people fuiFered from random 
ulljcts in paffing the ftreets. 

Soon after the fuppreffioti of thefe tumults, Lord George 
Gordon was taken into cuftody, examine4 before feveral 
lords of the privy council, and comniltted to the Xower*,^ 

This ftate, of anarchy fufpended the fitting of parlia- 
ment until the jgth of June, and the next day refolutions 
were agreed to, which tended to explain the nature of thq 

• He was tried in tlie court of King's-Bcnch, Weftminftcr-hall, on 
the 5th of Febmai7, 1781, on an indiftment for High Trcafon, in 
levying war again ft the King, and found by the Jury, not guijty. 

..V > aS 
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ad of ps^Iiament)' t^e attempt to procure the repeal of 
which bad eventually caufed fo much terror to the people, 
and brought the whole kingdom into fuch imminent peril. 
It i$ much to be lamented, that no fuch met)iod for re- 
moving the apprehenfions of the well-meaning, but ilU- 
informed, had been taken fooner.; An end was put to the > 
fel^li on the ^th day of July. 

ir 

A general torpor fueceeded this yiolenlconcuffion : the 
nation was no longer infpired with the defire of obtaining 
redrefs of the grieyanees which it faw and felt. In confe* 
^uence of the tumults in London, the whole kingdoi^ 
was put under the difcretion of a military force ; the 
power of the cirown therefore gained fuch an afcendency, 
that the fpirit of liberty gradually melced away, infomuch 
that the county afibciations were fome time after de- 
fcribed, by a member of the HoufJ; of Commons^, ^s no 
better than a rope of fand. Every thing feemed tending 
t)^ what Mr. Hume calls the eafieft death, the true Eutha^ 
nafia of the Bfttifli conftitution, abfolute C[ion4rcby, 

The fupplies for the ferviceof theyear'1786 amounted to 
21,196,49611. The number of feamen employed was 

• • ei 
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S$,0Oo"ftainen, including 1 8^779 marines - 4.^42«»ooo 

Ordinary of the navy -" - - 385,381 

Building, rebuilding^ and repairing, of ,ihips 697>903 

arging the navy-debt - - i» 500,000 



7>«>3»»l4 
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S5,5O0 eflfe^livemen^ inclnding4,ai 3 invalrds^ . 
ftafF and reduced officers, and allowance tp 
private gentlemen - - - li^l^^l^i 

'•• ' ' ' - Cc 4. Kw 
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ci|,hty-five tbeuian^t includisg marine^ amid tjktrtjrwfiir^ 
tboufand Britilh troofxs, induding invalids. Nomonetiian 
a million ^nd half of t)ie aavy-debt wsaa difdiarged^ although 

Cbae 



K^ levietfdr 17S0 - - • 258,407 

Cllarget on new levies* from their commence- 

ment to the end of 1779 - •' . - . y^ii^ 

Corps of Lieut. Col. Fullerton and Humber- 

ilone^ 8,6231. each % Major- General Rainf> . 

ford^s regiment, 12,9191. additlbnul pay to . 

Lieut. Col. Holroyd's - - - 11>3S,6 

Out-pcnfiorters of ehclfca Hbrpital ' - - 87,7x8 
Maintaining forces and garrifons - * 19418,059 
"Five Hanovenan raiments, of foot^' at ^t^ - 



braltar and Minorca 



^ilitia in En^and, and fencible men in Scot- 
land, cloathing, axlditional companies, and 
deficicnceainz-779 - . i. 

Foreign troops feriring in America, with the 
' fubfidies -' • «, ^ 

Provifions for ditto . « • 

Artillery for ditto - • - ' - 



56,229 
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Unpfevidied ordnance for 1779 
* i' ordnance for 1780 






^48,029 



X9Q4f,6o» 

Sxtraordinaries of the army • « i,4,i848bk 

M I S C B li L A NEC tT S S E R V I C E S, 

To William Smirii, M. D. for nearly four " " ' ' ' • 
years attendance upon iick and difcafed pri- 
ib^iei«) 4nd furniftiing medicines - - 1,200 

To the Levant company - - - 10 006 

J^bads and bridges in the Highlands of Sc^Iand ^,997 "" 

TotheTruftecsofthcBritifljMufeum -» 3,500 

'" ' ' '" ' - ^ ^ Sartf 
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tjt^t pf ni1d(5ii$ ufe 6f credit had caufed a vail fum to W 
^ngagcd for; the extraordinary expences of the army^ 
amounted to 2,;4i?,.8osl, The pew taxes which had )ieea 
levied the two preceding years, to pay the intereft upon th^ 
inoney borrowed, were found tp have produced in a reiy 
inadequate degree, to the payment of the fums for which 
they were appropriated j recourfe was therefore had to thai: 
5ollateraI fecurity, the finking fund, to make good this 
failure. Indeed, new taxes conftantly prove'deficfent the 
jE'rft year, even if they are found to be as produaive as the 
niinifter had ellimated them to be, becaufe the loan bears 
intereft from the beginning of January, an(} the taxes dcr 
not commence till midfummer. ' ' ' 



Scun»ift«difi purfliance of addroCTds from tjie 

C^mmbas to hio Majeflff - ^ 
Confuiipg^ mmotsnningy and onployiDg con- 
vi^s^a t)ie Thamss •• . . - . « 
To American, refugees - • 

General fuiyeys in North America • 
Civil eibblifkments in the ifland of St. John*s i 
&e Colonies of Nova Scotia, Georgia, Eaft 
and Weft Florida - . '^ 

J'orts and fettlements on the coafts of Africa 
'Towards cdnrjing oit thel)uil<fing9»at Somiexict 
Houfe ' - ' - - • 



15,700 



13,00^ 
a5iOoo 



T# 



The vote of credit^ Exe^qutr bills, and prizM 
in Lottery of laft ytar djfcharged -• ' 

pEFICIENpJBS. 

Jn the fbnd for X75>8 - - ^ J7^57J 

— — for 1778 - - . 499,Sj^x 

l^n grants for 1779 - . ^ lPo»69f 

Xand, 250|OooI« malt, seo^pooL ^i* * 45^,006 
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To provide for tbefe expences, befidles the ufual rdburc^ 
of land and malt. Exchequer-bills were ):enewed to the 
fame amount as %ht former year» the finking fund was to 
provide two millions and a half; twelve millions were bor- 
rowed upon annuities, and 480,000!. raifed by a Lottery^. 
The annuity, to bear four per cent, intereft, and a farther 
annuity of il. i6s. 3d. for every lool. for the term of eight 
years ; the fubfcribers to be entitled to four Lottery tickets 
for every loool; fubfcribed, on payment of loL for each 
ttcket. The whole produce of the Lottery was to be dfr 
ftributed into prizes. The annual intereft upon the loan 
amounted to 696,150!. which was provided for by addiijonal 
/duties of fix-pence per buihel upon malt ; one penny ppjf 
gallon on low wines ; three-pence upon fpirits ; one fiiil* 
liiig upon brandy and rum ; four pounds per ton upon Por- 
tugal wines ; and eig^^pojjinds per ton upon French wioes^ 
A duty of fo^iur. jQiilliogs was laid upon coals ejcported>per 
Newcafile chaldron. An additional duty upon fait of one 
fliiiling and ten-pence-per bufiieh A ftamp duty upon the 
receipt of legacies, proportionable to th^ amount, as far a^ 
I ool. and upwards. 'Dealers In tea^ coffee and chocolate, 
were required to pay five fliillings annually for a licence to 
carry on their t^afles an additional duty of fix*pence wa$ 

•w'aY$ 4V0 MEANS. 

Land •.• :-• -- -- -- s>ooo,909 

Malt - ... - - - m • 705,000 

Afxaxkit$ and Lottery ' • • • 12,480,000 

Sinking fund to 5th of April '. «r ' r '• ^50>45^'l 
Growing produce of ditto -• r ti^^9»s^^S • ' ^ 

Exchequer bills . r ,-. - . - 3,400,000 

Various dutiesy (avihgs'and furplufies - - , 1918,948 . 

fleferved films in the hands* of the pdy-mafter of the forces 48,300 * 

prant in the 5th of the preient reign Tor building a Lazaret 5,000 

[The Ways and Mcanfwerr calculated, to yield %j,^92>^^^L but the * 
gifen total exceeds the detail by 45,009!.] ^ :" * - 

' ' "'-' " alfo 
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flfolaidon all advertifements in new9«papers. This lafl 
lippoft afFe£ted an article from whence governnijent dre\y 
an amazing revenue, and which yifslded no proportional In« 
cpme to the fubjed^f^. 

A vote of credit fpr a million was paired in addition to 
thefc fupplics, 

TSe fcenes of confuiion and devaftatipn which we have 
juft nowdefcribed, fatally indicated the depravity of the lower 
claf&s of the people, and (bewed that their propenfities were 
rather to fubvert than to reform ^ turning from theft, let vl^ 
purfue the operations of the war. The growing maritime 
greatnefs of France created no jealoufy in the other kingdoms 
of Europe ; and as the northern powers derived great advan- 
tages, by furnifliing the materials for this fifing navy, which it 
yrasfoffluch the intereft of Great Britain to pre vent being con* 

f The apthor has been convinced by the calculation of a very in*, 
tflligent printer, and the fa£l is demonftrable in a moroenty that go- 
vernment do not draw a lefs revenue fropi one particular morning 
paper, by the duties upon advertifements and damps, than fourteen 
thoufand pounds per annum, and upwards, a fum, of which the pro/it 
whichlhe concern yields to the propiietors, is not a tithe part. But 
even this is not the whole revenue, for there is likewlfe a heavy duty paid' 
upon paper. There gre many country news papers which are publiihed 
pnly once a week, and carried on by country piinterSf merely on account 
of the advantages which they derive by printing (hem, as they fpread 
their names through the diili'i6ls where they dwell, and procure them 
thereby orders in theil* different branches of bufinefs, but yield them no 
profit as proprietors ; on the contrary, are rather attendee! with lofs, 
ivhich is frequently the cafe \ even a concern fo unimportant as one o^' 
thefe papers tb the party who conduAs it, pays a reyenae to government 
pf at leaft three hundred pounds per annum, ejficlufive of the duty upba 
^aperl So aftoni (king are the receipts at the Exchequer arifing^from 
that rage for news paper reading which prevails in all ranks and con* 
ditions I 
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vcycd into her enemy's ports, a confederacy was entered 
into by Ruffia, Denmark, and Sweden, by which they 
agreed to fit out fhips of force, to proted their toerchantu 
men, in carrying fuch kind of freight, as had generally 
been confidercd contraband by belligerent powers. Thi^ 
aiHiancc was firft propofcd by the Emprcfs of Rufixa, and 
received that fpecific form in which it afterwards appeared, 
ip. confc^uencc of the fuggeftions thrown out by the court 
of Stockholm. The Ruffian power at fca had acquired al^ 
its confequcnce, from the affiftance which it had received 
from' the fupcrintendancc of an Englifli Admiral, and the 
ipcertions of Engliib artificers and officers ; but prefcnt in-p 
tercft among princes, is never facrificed to a remembrance 
of. former obligations. The conduft of France had of Utc 
been highly plcafing to the court of Pcicrfburgh : through 
the mediation of that kingdom, an impending \var between 
'Ruffia and the Ij^ortc had been averted. 

r t * 

The armed neutrality could not faij of being agreeable ta 
France and Spain ; and in the anfwer given to the declara- 
tion of the Emprefs, each court expreffed its approbation,, 
whilft Greax Britain, in her anfwcr, profelTcd to adhere to 
the law of nartioii&,'and the teaour of the engagements fti- 
yulaied ift a fuhftftiftg treaty of commerce. The Dutcb* 
who enjoyed the gfcatefl: flwre of this carrying trade not 
having acceded to the confederacy,, were. more narrowly 
watched by the Britllh fcips, and were not permitted to 
tranfport any articles of naval ftores to the ports of France, 
and Spainl Such fcips, wbco^vcr thpy were met, yfu^ 
carried into ao Engliih port, their cafgoes uoloaded, aad^ 
the price' of them paid by governnacnt, after which ihe fti^ 
tras permitted to depart. Much artifice and coliufion was 
pra(ftifed in many of tbefe tranfaaions ; for the car- 
gocBy being frequently brought to a better marker, they 
t : ■• may 
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May -be fuppofed not feldotn to have beeo fh^ped (or thf 
purpofe of being taken, Tlie republic of Holland loudly 
complained of this condttdt as a breach of the law of na-. 
ttofl¥, particularly when the greateft part of a large fleet 
was tex>ught' into Pprtfmouth by Captain 'Freldingi a 
l^oW^rful fquadron being affignedhioi for that purpofe^ btit 
BO real injury ^as at any time fuftained. 

In the niiohth of jAnbary) 1780, a Aeet> confining of- 
21 fiiips of the line, under the 'coiniiiand '«f. ^ George 
Rodney, proceeded t^ tht relief of Gibraltar. This for-, 
tunate commander had not been siariy daya at fea, be^Brr 
he fell in with 15 fail of Spanifh fiiips, laden with naval: 
fiores and provifions, from St. Sebaftian, (the moft north 
cafle>n port of Spa&i^ in the Bay of Bifcay) bound to 
Cadiz, vhich were efcorted by a Spaniih man of war of 
^ guns, and five frigates, all of which were takeiv 
Eight days after % .iqion doubling Cape. St. Vinc^t, % 
Spaniih fleet, confifting of 11 fail of the line, under the 
command of Don Juan . dc Langara was delcried, which 
he immediately bore down, upon, keeping nearer to the 
jhorb than the enemy^ f o prevent their e^ping int^ 
any port ; which by the dire^ion in which the wind then 
blew, was, in the marine, phrafc, keeping the lee-gage. 
The engageiheht began. al<>ut four o'clock m the aftfr«. 
nD6n, and after it had cointinued near 40 ..minutes, one of- 
the Spaoi(h flups of 70 guns blew up, and 6po men, who , 
were On board her, periflied. Soon after which the battle , 
tiras changed to a fli^ton the par^of the Spaniards. During . 
the night, which idmiiediaiely came on* the Britifliihipa^ 
purfued^the enemy through a great iea, the we^ither proving ; 
iempeftutas, and the nextmocning tfaefiaethadapproached , 
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towards tlie fhoals of St« Liicar. Four Spanifli thtti df WsiT 
Were carried into Gibraltar, among which was the AdiAi-^ 
ral's (hip : two other (hips were taken, but beihg after- 
wards driven on (hore, the one was loft^ and the other 
refcued. This fignal fuccefs was obtained with the lofii 
of only 32 men killed, and 102 Wounded. Thevanqaiih^ 
cd fleet confifted of* 14 fail, but three fliips had been fcpa« 
rated from the reft jufi before the engagement. The fcene 
of this memorable adion was the ' very (ame as that oa 
' which Boficawcn effeAed the deftrudion of De la CitteV 
fquadron in the laft war, only the purfuit was made ia 
oppofite dire£lions. fiofcawen completed bis triumph on 
the coafl: where Rodney began* ; 

Gibraltar being now furniihed with the neceflarj tap* 
plies, the garrifon reinforced with a new railed regiment, 
and fome vefiels defpatched to PortMahon, Sir Georgo 
Itodney failed for the Weft Indies with a part of the fleet; 
the reft, with the Spanifli prizes, returned to England, 
under the command pf Admiral Digby, who, in his way, 
captured a French man of war, of 64 guns, which was one 
of a cohvoy to a fleet of tranfports deftined for the ifland of. 
Mauritius. 

♦ • 

The death of Sir Charles Hardy, which happened ia 
May 1780, caufed the fleet for the channel ferviee to be 
put under ^he command of Admiral Geary, who failed to a 

the weftward the beginning of June; but as nojundioa J 

was formed of the French and Spanifli fleets, no enemy 
appeared to^ifpute the fovereignty of the ocean. In July 
he fell in with a large homeward bound fleet of French 
merchantmen from Port-au-Prince, and captured twelve 
Ikil of them i but returning into port a month after, he 

quitted 



fttttted the command^ and was fucceeded by Admi/al 
Dat'by* 

Cotmnodore Jdhnflone, with a fmall fquadron of Ihips> 
was ftatio'ned this fummer off the cdaft of Portugal, where 
feveral French (hips t)f force, and fpoie rich Spanifh veflels 
were captured. This gentleman had greatly diftioguifheil 
hirhfelf in the Houfe of Commons, and was no lefs confpi- 
cuous as one of the commii&oners, who went out to oiF(^r 
terms Of peace to .America j as a naval commander bp 
ihewed great vigilance and addrefs^ 

1 

■ 

Hitherto the foreign events which had turned up in th^ 
courfe of the year had proved remarkably fortunate for ihe 
intereft of this couutry ; infomuch as to have refcued ^c 
frotti that danger ^f immediate ruin which feemed to threaten 
it ; but in abatement of this tide of fuccefs, the Spanilh 
fleet, commanded by Don Louis de Cordova, took five of 
our Eaft-India (hips outward bound, and a confiderable 
nuifiber of merchantmen, on their voyage to the Weft«- 
Indies.' However, the confequences attending this lofs; 
>!irere by no means fo feverely felt by the nation, as the 
'capture of an equal number of (hips, homeward^bounds 
would have been ; for being principally freighted with the 
manufiaftures of the country, it ferved to furniih additiojial 
employment for the laborious part of the community, at 
the expence of the wealthy; 

The condu(E} which had been purfued by Spain in the 
Weft- Indies, plainly proves the long-concerted plan which 
had been formed of breaking with Great-Britain $ for wai: 
was declared at Porlo Rico, a few days after the delivery 
*f the tefcript in London, Such a condu£t, a Spanifh 
Manifefto, had warmly reprobated on the [fart of Great- 
' Britain 
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Britain to Ward* France in the Eaft- Jndies^ and the bmt 
paper bad predi£ledy that fiinilar proceedings had been fe- 
cretly determined upon againft the poileffions of Spait) at 
the Manillas, but in tbeCe apprphcnGoiia time has proved 
the court of Sp^iiA U> hvft bofiii mi&ikeni ' 

* The principal objeil with the Spaniards, was, to recov^ 
the Floridas ; but whilft a force was coile£ling for this 
purpofe by Don Berpardo de Galvez, the Spanith Governor 
of Louifiana, a fmall fotce was fent from Jamaica, again^ 
'Omoa, a Spaniih fettlement on the Miirquito (Lore, whic^ 
was foon taken, to the great annoyance of the enemy j but 
the unhealthinefs of the place caufed it to become the grave 
of the brave men who fubdued it. Admiral Hyde Parker^ 
t>R the Leeward ifland ftation, took and deftroyed a larg^ 
number of veffels on the coaft of Martinico, which bad 
failed from France for the fupply of that ifland* Sevejsd 
French frigates were Hkewife taken/ Admiral Rodnfif 
tbrice engaged the French fleet in the Wefl:- Indies, conir^ 
manded by M. de Guichen*, without ^ny decifive con- 
fequences 5 although the palm of viSory was juftly claimed 
by the Englifli Admiral, notwithftanding his force was coat- 
iiderably inferior, and in the firft a£lion, he was badly ie^ 
condcd by many (hips in his fleec* The Hon^ Capt. St* 
John, of the Intrepid, and three of his Lieutenants, wcrif 
killed. The dreadful hurricanes which fpread defolatioij 
over many parts of the Weft-India iflands fome time aftci| 
proved fatal to the {hips of both nations in thofe feas; 

Th€ operations of this campaign in America were cia^^ 
iici en to the (outhward hy Sir Hchry Clinton in perfon^ 
li^ho, in order to provide a fuffiqiest Iprce for al) e|cpe4l<* 
tipn againft dharleftown^ found it npce^arv to ^v^qyaif 

♦ Ajpiil iff i% ts and I9, i; tb; ' 
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Rhode Ifland, although a pofTefEon of great importance on 
account of its valuable haven \ a voluntary furrender of it» 
therefore, furnHhed a melancholy proof of the difparity of 
the force employed in this jiear to the objeSs fought. The 
French immediately'took pofieffion^of a place which they 
had in vain attempted to fubdue. Charleftown furrendered 
on the 13th of May, 1780, foon after which Sir Henry 
Clinton returned to New York, and Earl Corn wallis became 
Commander in iDhief in South Carolina, who three months 
after, found hinikfelf likely to be difpofiefled of the whole 
province, the capital excepted, by General Gates^ the con- 
queror of Burgoyne, who commanded a conjfiderable army 
of Americans. In thi» extremity the Britifli General 
engaged and defeated an enemy almoft five times his nam'* 
bers at Camden ; but even this noble atcbievement was not 
Sufficient to conciliate the minds of the. inhabitants of that 
pravinjce to the caufe for which be fought : their will re^^ 
mained unfubdued, and upon every occailpn which offered^ 
this inveteracy appeared in hoftile ad». During the wholfi 
of the campaign, Lieutenant .Co]onel Tarleton highly 
diftinguiihed himfelf in a variety of rencounters^ 

Many were the afliona at fea between the fliips of Eng^ 
land and France, in which the fuperiority of BritiOi fea^ 
manOiip and courage appeared uniformly and confpicuoufly \ 
which, whilft it feemed to warrant the claim of thefe iflsmdf 
to the fovereignty of the ocean, ferved to encourage thf 
hope that the prefent fliarp and doubtful conteft would iflut 
in the full eftablifliment of that €laim« 
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C H A P. v. 

kupture with the United States^ProceeUin^s in Parlidmeni^ 
* Operations at Sfd—Tn 'the JVefi-hiiiei^tyh ibe Jlmerican 
Continent* 

THE hattoh was. now gfifetly rril&vcd frotn thife por- 
tents, which haS affoiftcd ntft only its wdfartf, but 
its v«ry being. Tlie menaced invAfiofl frdm f rancfc was 
ho longer thought of, Uor is it likely thit it «vas CVeir fc- 
f ioiifiy irttend^. The peoipl^ were ijgain 'at Icifiirfe tb attend 
to the condua which parliament \V6Ufld {fUrftrc ivhett it 
fliould be afl^bled. Ic wa^ for iKe legillatiVe bbdy to de- 
cide tn tbecdnteft betVten ^ovettiftient and tUcf pe<^e, iA^ 
ihe'intercfts of the latttr W^rie likely to He regarded by a Hbufe 
bFComrnbns, Virklch*Was in the irtikijediate view of refrgnihg 
its d^^ted futi£b'rdh$. ^Ai it Was iiot' tbe intehtioh of 
government to grafi^ ^^hc peojf)lc,^}t 'Ijccame ncceflary to 
provide the means of defeating their applications, for which 
pbfpofe the p^H^£H^nt was fudd^^ly dfilblved, and a niew 
one fiimmonWI (Jokiftieft on the 3tft of OdoTjer, ijio. 

' The terms oii wfii'cli Ihis cobritry ftodd #ith the liutcli 
fetid long. been <^late"ntly ihimidaK - The re'ftrafrits lirliicB 
fb^ir carrying hade had been laidi Under in the laft war, at 
which they murmured, but wliidh tl^ey dared* not refcnt, 
bad not been carried to the fame feverities in the prefeoc 
ftate of hoftilities. The partiality which that republic^ 
particularly the province of Amfterdam, ibewed to the 
interefts of France as well as to thofe of America^ were 
fceA with great diflatisfa^liob ly the court of I»ondon^ 

Maoy 



Many fittdmpts had been xriEde hj A'dierfean agents t^ -iit^ 
gotiate a loan in HoHaoti^wfaich had hot proved fuccefs* 
ialf biit cbe ainlines bf a comnierciai treaty had'been f^^ 
tfferiy adjuftiti in g^|)r^iUer 17^, at Aix h €lh6^pdMi 
' 1^ the oi^ders ar«»i 4^it»fi:i<His .o{ M, Van B^kel, icoiittibli 
Idt and |feti$oi>^y^itHt eicy .of Am&rdan^. with 'k\cQm'4 
mtfii«Hi&r on thd p^ xaE the Gongrf^fs^ The ^i&andit 
«^[dh th« Dutdhii&ghcrbebcdugHtio render itoAtJieriba, 
ejtliet' in an <)p^ti er private siahnbr^ if a tb(pa£labie^er# 
ibna|:«*^ propet'ly dnipfivtferbd . fajr .Godgrefty Aonkl i?eftde at 
Anx(lerdani,:i3iduced'<S^r. liauceoii, tsfa^ Pr/efi^nf- of tbut 
Congrefs, to undertake to tranfad): the concerns Of. A^<^ 
rica ,with that republic ;^ but on his voyage, the (hip in 
iSlliich 'he failed Was captured ' fey Srt ErrgHfti' frrgate, ind 
tlieAiiierican Prfe^fid^ttt bein^ bnbtight ttj fcoftdins wa* 
^hiMit^ to thfe i^oWer. AH Ws-' p^f/ffs,'Wiiieh 'iW M* 
cfbmmft'tfed to thfe Tea is fobn as hfs fate was altertdlftifd; 
happening to bfe i->2ctjVeifei, S;^ere ej^dfci tb the-fii/peftloii' 
of m fe.fi titL cktindt.- * Th^ (Jifdbvei'ifa'vWWdi thfey rtade- - 
^etfeKmihed the *c6urt of Ldnddn hxi^lcrt^'gcr to icei?[>^i1x 
terms with the United 6ta>e§; attd ^'fftW'itrch tsf-fie-- 
qemljeri- 1780, a- royal manjfefto jyas pjublithj^d- ;V^Kich 
^mpt^nted toi a declaration of war> and letters of tnaajj,^ 
i^ad repciial wer.e 'f^on aft^r iflued,. . This cojodu^ q^r^ta/n- 
Ij^.impHedy that the open fnmity of tl^ Dutch. M?as lefs^to be. 
dfead^d than. their occult- differvices. Farther* by this de*«i 
claratrion of boftili^^^^»the.^epublicjyva^ren4tred incapable^ 
af'accfsdfng ta..th(2Jtrroed[neutr^lit^,;]|tyr ^ 
lowers wo^^d hayc-Jbegofwc -inainai^j^gi^aFaaitees.fcir \t^ 
prQje<a4on ,and fecyfity. , f or. a. ^jny^^op ;already ovjf^ 
Wi^eltned yvnh:fges^ ^to ,df 00^055 jW^r^^^gainft-aqfitl^^ 
^aCf »: ^Bpcared to be,a,meafurp fo fr|iguVarly bold apd- b^'^g^ 
\Kith. danger,, t^attt^^ould on^y bCjjjijjftiked^by the plga^qf 
^«gB-«e<?ffuy ;»jjbi&h..had -been, jyffjg?^^ variety .pf. oCj-^ 
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cafioM, and tmpltcttly admitted. To qualify this xnca« 
liire it muft be obferved, that Aich a radical defe£t had 
long prevailed ia the government and genius of theDutcb^ 
that the maritime force pofleiled by that republic feems t» 
have fonk ia.a like proportion ta the advancement of the 
firength of this country. A well informed politician S 
feveral years ago, pronounced the Dutch commonwealth 
to be << in a fiate of diflblation ^ and not to have, either 
without or within hierfelf, thofe means of recovery, by 
conjundures and \)y charader, that flie has had on feveral 
occafions) from the time her government was firft 
fbrmed,** 

When the new Parliament aflembled, after the Chriftnu» 
r^cefs, ^r. Burke attempted again to introduce his plan of 
qpcooomy, hMt^with worfe fuccefs than the preceding 
feffion« }n the courfe of his fpeedi upon this occafion^ 
be alTerted^ that the King of France had aboli{hed 606 
ufelcis offices^ by which reduction he bad provided himfelf 
with the means fojr carrying on the war^ without laying a* 
$n j^e additional tax upon the people* 

' The French minifter of finance had delivered to the King 
his mafter, about that time, an ample detail of the refor* 
ftiations he had introduced, and pointed out a variety of 
meairs by which the {late might be eflentially benefited ia 
future. It was a new thing in France, for a full, clear, 
and explicit ftate of the finances to he laid before the 
people, and it may aftoni0i an £ng!ifliman to hear the 
French minifter declare ^< that the public Bank of France 
bas never been in advance on account of government ; but 
the .royal treafury has conftantly a capital in bank of fom0 
millions (of livres). This bank, therefore, has not been of 
atiy dire£t utility to the royal treafury, and the intereftof go« 
KtnQient in the fuccefs of its eftabliihment, has been no otb^ 

Jl JjOid BoVn|;brokc^ 
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Aan the profperity of commerce^ the ihodei-ating theintereft 
df money, and giving a greater aftivity to circulation.**—* 
Such probably will never be the ftate of affairs in this 
Country^ The Exchequer is never likely to become " the 
great fpring of public credit, and the great fcefae of alt 
tranfadlions relative to public receipts and payments/* The 
monied intcreft commands even gbveirnmeht itfelf ; the 
public^ like, an extravagant fpendthrift, being obliged to 
deal with ufurers on their own terms, although the landed 
men are the true owners of the political veffel^ the ihoniei 
men, as fuch^ are no more than paffengers in it^ 

Sir George Saville prefented a pietifclonj figned by thirty* 
two freeholders of the confederated counties^ known by 
the name of Delegates^ which was rqeded, on the ground 
that a petition figned by thirty-two perfons on fucb a na- 
tional concern, carried no apparent weight or importance 
and the idea of thofe gentlemen being delegated by feveral 
bounties ih England) could not be admitted, becaufe the 
conftitution knows no fuch body of men as t0unty delegates^ 
except thofe within the walls of the Houfc of Commons.—* 
So different is the language ufed at the commencement and 
towards the clofe of a Parliament ! 

In this ftruggle between goverhmeilt ^ni the people^ it 
Iftay be remarked, that the principles on which the party, 
diftinaiorts of \Vhig and Tory had been founded, feem to have 
been loft, and thofe who ftill choofc to be known by fuch 
names,' had apparently changed fides 5 for, if, as a learned 
Metropolitan obferved in the Houfe of Lords, the condua 
of the Whigs was not whigifm, but whigifm ruA mad, j^ 
like phrenfy may be faid to have felted the Tories. The 
principles of toryifm ninety years ago, and from thence 
down to the prefent reign, were utterly repugnant to a 
corrupt infkiehce of the Crown in the two Houfes of Par- 
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U^mcnt. If it be {^d» that the bo/jy of tfaeWhig^an) 
now as clamorous againft tbje po^ier^ of Parliaoient, as tbey 
were forrperly againft the pow^r of $hf cros^n^ and that ibe 
Tpiics are as yi?Jding to this incrcafe of iufluejice whicU the. 
crown has a^q^^ired, 9S they wer)? formerly. to ;be claims pf 
prerogfitiye, it may be ztidvcmd^ that illll the political 
principles to which e^h arc attached, , are very d iffcrent 
from ihofc which divided their forefatheifs. The Whigs, 
whcrn they fupport^d the power . of Parliap^nt, meapt to. 
form a barrier ag^ioft ^he encroachments of regal po\f er,j 

and every Tory will furely a^^tni^ ^^^^ ^^ ^P^?^^^^ ^^ 'be. 
crowB is very different from the power of the crown. The 
diftinguifl^ihg charaderiftics of each party, are, at teng^, 
loft in the changes incidental to human afFairs, and onc^ 
grand and important national ohjeft now ought to. engage the. 
public attention. It is indeed high time that alj party; 
names (hould be done away ^ they ferye onl^ to narrow aijd. 
degrade ihq fcntiments and views of mankind, ajp4 the. 
times render it neceffary that new djftinftions i^ould take, 
phcc, not as badges of petulance and ill-will. Or of fucl^ a» 
nature as that the virtuous, the g9od, ^nd tfee w.if^, *^§y. 
arrange themfelvcs under either, as education^ prejudic^Sj. 
and family attachments influence them, but fucb dji#^£i/:-| 
tions as muft in their very nature difcriminaie between the 
lover of his country, and the betrayer oif it. The nation, 
at this time, pught to be divided into thofewho claim fr.onv 
their repiefentatives, and from the legiflation in gcnejal, , 

a provident expenditure of the public money, and a fincere. 
-_ ■ • 

ibrenuous and judicious attention to introduce an univerfal 

fyftem of oeconomy, and thofe fclf-interefted and rapa- 
cious harpies, who become important by the fpojrls of their 
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The. public fervice of the year 178 1 cabled for 
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a2j4S?>337^ * .to.provjdp for w,hich, befides the ordinary 



means. 



90,000 feamen, includiAg..a:o,3i7 marines - '4|68o>t)Otf 

C^dinary of the nayy - . .!- - sSci^i^s 

Building, rebuilding, and repairing fhips - 670,016 
Towards difcharging the navy debt « - 1,500,000 
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30,666, including 4.213 invalids, ftaffand re- * 
duced officer?, allowance to private gentle* 
men - - ' - - Xji7*»35T 

Charge of 80 independent companies of foot - 1 17,60$ 
Deficiency on the Aims to defray th6 pay of 
two battalions of Lord John Murray*8 re- 
giment foir 1780 - '- - 1,10? 
Out-i^enfioners of Chelfea hofpital - - 91,604. 
Maintaining forces and garrifbns, &c. - 1,4.88, 927 
Five Hanoverian battalions - * 56,075 



Militia in England, and fencible men in Scot- 
land, cloathing, and additional companies 

and deficiencies in 1780 • - - '786^600 

Foreign troops ferving in America •- • 581,985 

Pro viiions for ditto* -' • - 49>373 

Artillery for ditto - • • • 9179684 



7,136,17^ 



*i8a7>^7f 



659,041 
Unprovided ordnance for 1780 •• • 447,18 s f 

—— ordnance for 1781 • • t35,929 J ?>*•*»*'' 

Extraordinarles of the arpny - • 3,443,21! 

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 
To William Smith, M. D. for attending prl- 

foners and fumifhing medicines - ^ • i,ioo 

To the Levant company - . • 800 

j^^gads and bridges in Scotland « • 4>995 
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TAczntf and fome extraordinary helps derived from the 
two great companies of the £aft India Merchants and 
Bank of England; twelve miUions were borrowed ; and 
in this tranfaAioa the minifler adopted a new plan Qf con- 
in& : in order to leCen the immediate weight of interefb 

he 

Sums ifiued in puiibaace of addrefles from the 

Commons to his Majefty • • • 

Convi^s on the Thames . • • 

American refugees - . - • 

General fanreys in North Atnerica 
Civil eftablilhnients in America 
Forts and iettlements on the coafts of Africa • 
Towards carrying on the building of Somerfet- 

houfe - - - 

To the fufFereiiS at Barbadoes^ SojOooU at Ja- 

maica, 4.o,oool« - • • 

To porchale lands for fecnrlng die dock-yard« 

and ftores at Chatham, Plymouth, and Shea- 

nefs, and for the better defending the paflage 

of the river Thames at Gravefend and Til- 
bury fort . • • • 
To rebuilding Newgate, the King's-bcnch and 

Fleet prifons 
To fuch fuflferers by the riots in June 17 So, 

vrho loil to the value of xool. or lefs 
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57»9«o 
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19,985 

23,000 

36,^07 

xxo,oo» 
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The vote of credit. Exchequer-bills, and prizes 
in Lottery of laft year difcharge 

DEFICIENC 

In the fund for 17 58 • 

Ditto "^77^ * • ' • 

Ditto X779 • • • 

Deficiency of grants for J 7 80 

I«and-tax and maJt • • • . 
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193,663 
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he added a vaft load to the funded debt. It ieemed as if 
the continuance of the war ferved only to increafe the 
ability of the nation to maintain it j two years before, eight . 
millions could not be procured, now offers were made cf 
three times the fums wanted. The fub(cribers to this loan 
for every hundred pound contributed obtained 150^- in an- 
nuities, after the rate of 3 fer ant. perannum^ and an addi- 
tional annuity of 25/. at ^per cent, per annumy which raft of 
antereft was to be continued until the annuity Ihould be 
redeemed ; fo that this year added 18 millions to the 3 per 
cent, ftoclcs, and 3 millions to the 4 per eenU which new 
.created funds, for the fervice of a fingle year, greatly ex* 

ceeded the fum which the minifter, nine years before, had 
flattered the nation with the hopes of paying off in the 
courfe of ten years*. 480,000/. were raifed by alottery, 
the tickets in which were diftributed among the fubfcribers^ 
in the proportion of four tickets for every thoufand pound 
fubfcribed. 
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3,400,000 


Various duties, furpluflfec and faTings • « 




a6»,9X7 


Arrears from the £ait-India Company 
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The Governor and Company cf the Bank of 
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Tb^ inteyeft, upop . t^U lQ?n amounted. to 6$o^oooL ^ 

Tjie facility with \)j?hich a proyifion was made for 

raifing this heavy annual demand is really afiqnifljipg, 

^n additional 5 per cent, v^zs laid uppn all duties paid 

I to the excifc, e?fc^Rt op tl;^e produce of the dutie;^ 

on malt, bepr, foup, capdles ^nd leather. All dif- i 

counts or abatements in the cuftoms were abolifhfid. The 
1 jimc allowed to the Eaft India Gompapy^ for the pay^ijfnt 

_j^. of tpe duties upon the mfrchaqdize fold at their faW, yas 

redjQced from nine to tjiree ippnths fro.q;i the termination of 
each fa|e. An additional duty of one penny three faahings ' 

per pound weight was laid uppn tobacco imporfe^, and ' 

four fliillings and eight-pence per hundred weight ugop all 
Aigars imported into Great Britain. Several regulatioi^ 
werd made io the duty, upon paper, an and additional (lamp | 

wtas laid upon flieet Almanacks; from the pr6duce qf 
^ which ftamp duty 500/. per annum was granted to the Uni- i 

ve^ti^s of Oxford and Cambridge, in lieu of a fmn for- 
fnerly paid to them by the Stationer's Company for the- pri- 
vilege of orintin^ AJm^^acks. Theiia^ing fupd how re- 
x:eived an annual augmentation of 190,000^ which acornci^ 
^p i^ by fome of t^e 4 per cent, funds-being ireduced to. 3 per 1 

4i^' (agfeeaWc to the terms -on which the debt had beep 
<ontra<3ed) «p.d the falling in of fome life apniiities. Lpr^ 
North ftated the produce of that fund, wjtfi this ipcreafe, tp ! 

have rifen to upwards of three millions. Thefums which'werc • 

cxpeSed to be brought into the Exchequer, in confequence 
pi the fcrutitiy madj5 by the CommiiSoners of A<:counts j 

,j[poUjing had .yet been prpdu.ced to the public by thefe ei}*- 
«qttiri^) Lord North propofcd to apply to the redu£tion of j 

the navy debt, which had gro,wi^ tp an eijiorujous magni- 
tude. A vote of credit fpr ^ fi^l^n fioj^iple^fd.^ bufi- 
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n^l of finance.; The ^4ph ^u nptieaikd Mntil ih^ i^th 
of July^ . . 

The fu^den apd uaGxpei£le4 comnienceiK^iit of hpftiliti>5 . 
againft t|)e Q^tph caufe4 t^eir v^li^^b^ ipoininerce tp be- 
came a prej^ to Bfitiih (hips, and a large number of tbeir 
feani^n tQj>e detained captives i^i England. la the Weft 
IpdLes, the iiland p( St. Euftatius, which, 5l.urpi)g ^&war»e 
hjid been a qioft ben/efici^l mart of tR^c^ ^t^ for thi: 
FrcAch ^nd AwericaPR, H^a3 reduced by Sir Gieorge.Slod-; 
ney apd General Vaugfoan. The iiland, alij^augh biglilf 
important i;o the Dutch in a cotnnaercial view, n m^ more 
than a barren rock, incafubl^e of prpj^Miag dej(ence or Tub-* 
iUlence for its inhabitants* The city of Ami^erd^^ W4$ 
chiefly concerned in this tra^de, hs^t oaany ^qghQk merr 
chalets were alfoUrg^ly embarked in it, as well as in tbo* 
carrying trade. Our whoje force in the Weft Indies ;6vas.<^ 
hrpugj^t againft this fppjt, {q tb^t tl;^ governor, unable t^. 
m^e any defence, furrendered at difcretion.. The Britiili 
commander dealt the full meafureof punijihment to all upoa 
the ifland with aa implacable feverity : private property - 
was feised without mercy, and Ap yi^di&ive fpirit wh^h 
di£l:ated the orders aivi their execution, fcaccely left ^e 
fnifer^le refidi^n^s, parti,CMh];ly the Jews, th^ nK^ns of' 
fgb&fteace ;• they were deprived of their very provi^ons* 
A Dutch fleet of/merchant fliips confiding of joyeij^ls, a^ 
a 64 gun flaip which convoyed them, and had juft laiJed, 
were furfued, and the whole taken; but the greiateft part^ 
of the merchant, (hipa were afterwards captured by the 
French, near the coaft of Ireland, on tbeif voyage to Kf^g^ 
!and» The iiland of St« Martin, and the fettlements of - 
D^marary an3 Eflequibo, on the coAtincat of Soutfa Ai^**-/ 
xka, were foon after reduced. 
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Thus was one great objed in breaking with Holtand ^t^ 
complifhed : another was to prevent their trade to the BaU 
tic, to e£Fe£l which. Vice Admiral Hyde Parker was fent 
oat with five line of battle (hips, one of fifty guns, and 
five large frigates to intercept a Dutch Beet, which he met 
with off the Dogger Bank, confiding of eight two decked 
line of battle (hips, and feveral large frigates ; thefe were 
oonviy to a fleet of merchantmen going to the northward* 
With the true fpirit of a Britifli feamen, he engaged the 
enemy, although fo much fuperior in numbers* The bat^ 
.de was obftinate^ and proved that the Dutch had not lofr 
that firnmefs in time of a6):ion, which had heed fo coa<» 
fpicuous in the contefts between the two powers in the lali 
century* The engagement was maintained for almoft four 
bours, when the (hips of each fquadron becoming unma* 
oageable, they lay to for a confiderable time near each other^ 
^but at length the Dutch ihips of war, with their mer€hant<» 
men, bore away for the Texel, and one of their fixty<»> 
four gun (hips funk«. The Englifli, in this hard conteft^ 
loft in killed and wounded 443 men* In confequence of 
this anions the Dutch Baltic fleet was unable to purfue 
its voyage. Parker «returntd home in difguit, at not being 
fent out with a fufficient force. The additional ihips 
which he aflced for had been withheld from him^ without 
any fpecific fervice being afligned them ; and though his 
Sovereign paid him peculiar attention in vifiting him oa 
board his ihip a^ phatbam, the veteran firuck his flag, and 
withdrew from th& fervice. The nation: had been fo long 
atcoftomed to fee thofe ofiicers who were moft diftinguifli<* 
cd for the length an^ eminence of their fervices, retiring 
with gloomy difconteat) at the condu£l of the marine mt«» 
sifter, tb^at this inftance was obferved as a common occur-^ 
itace, although no citcuniilance in the then critical fituatioa 
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•f the empire could be a more warrantable eaufe of alarms 

or a more neceflary fubje£l for ioyeftigation. 

The operations againfl the Dutch were not confined tm 
thefe objeAs* Commodore Johnftone was invefted with the 
command of a fquadron deftined toattaclc the Cape of Good 
Hope i from whence he was to proceed to the Spanifli fet« 
tlement of Buenos Ayres, in the Rio de la Plato of Soutb 
America^ where a dangerous infurre£lion had given grea|t 
alarm to the court of Madrid. Our Minifiry had beea 
apprized of the pofture of affairs in thofe parts by a prieft^ 
who had been fent a prifo'ner from thence to Spain, for his 
conduA in fomenting this civil commotion, but thelhipia 
which he was embarked, happened to be taken by aa 
Englifli cruifer. This man accompanied the Commodoiv 
€n the expedition. The republic of Holland, unable Ik^ 
make head againft this attack, was obliged to feek prch- 
te£tion from France, and a fleet was fent out from Breil, ojf 
fuperior force, in order to countera^ the defign^ of Coo^ 
imodore Johnftone, whofe cxa£l ftrength was well known 
to the French Commander, M, d^ Suffrein, who came tip 
with the Britiih fleet at the Cape de Verd iflands, and at«> 
tacked it wbilft laying under theprpte£tion of theportuguefe 
^ag, in the fmall ifland of St. Jago, feveral outward-bound 
Eaft-Indiamen being in company. The French wcrcj 
however, difgracefuUy beaten "off", with great lofs and da- 
mage I but as they reached the Cape before the Britifli 
Commander, the attempt upon that place was effedluallj^ 
fruftrated, and the French became adual mafters of the 
fettlement and harbour* Five homeward bound Dutch 
Eaft Indiamen were afterwards furprized by Johnftonc» 
four of which he captured, the other was burnt by its 
erew. It' was now found necelTary to relinqui£b the objeds 
of the e^cpedition, The (bi/s deftiaed for the Eaft Indies 
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ffotititi on ibeir vcrf^lge ihitfaef, tud the Cc^mi^re r^ 
tufDcd home with his pritisi. • 

;* The immenfe quantity X)t mferthandize found oh the 
lliaild of St. Euft^tius, detaihed Adhiira) Rodtie'y for acoH'* 
fiderable tidie on that fpot, ^nd although a large fleet was 
topeflcd to arHvfc from France, which Sir Sathucl Hc^ was 
truifing with t^t Britifli ftect to iiitercept, yet three flilp's 
t)f the Hne remaitied with the Commander in Chitff. Hott! 
tet^oriftrated in vairi againft the ftatlon which he was 2ip- 
^olHted to keep, r.sifuch in which h6 could not prevent the 
junQion 6f the French (hips in the harbour of Martinique 
Ifrhh the He^t from Europe. The etrent proved his fug- 

' geftion to have T}een judicious, although flighted by 
liis fuperior officer : the French became ffronger by fivb 
ihips of the line. He fought them, however, with tiiis 
Vdds, and kept them long at bay. Rbaney, at length, took 
thd command; and having now cbltefled his whole force, 
'^hti fome time, went in fearch oF the enemy, who hid al- 
ready reduced the ifland 6f Tobago. Tfte Britifli fleet con- 
fifted of twenty-one ihips of thi line, the French of twenty- 
Tour. A glorious opportunity preftnted of deciding this 
l"ong-protfai9ed cohtcfl.' The two fieets were ^rawri up in- 
order oJF bat'tte, the fititiOi fea'men exulted in the profpe^ 
'of aflibn : .tney wcrclccpt all hight lindeir arms*, but the 
next day did' hot gratify iheiir expe£iatibris. The French 
"were far from becoming fo confident by the advantage which 

. iheir fup'eriority of numbers gavie them, as to feek their 
"tiieihy, and the Briti(h Admiral was induced to teprels'the 
Ardour of his ipeh, becaufe there was ho port at haad to 
"aftbrd a ktreat for the difaBIed (hips, but to this Incoh- 
Venfchcc the French were equally expofed. After this 

* . • • • 
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JiraAr of t)at»c, 5fi GeogtR6*ii<^ rtturtiea to Eai-op* in 
an 80 ^ufhT^lp, a^ a timS when tfce caufe xjf Ris^tonrtu^ 
atmancTed h'rs mdft ftrcninius iitd bdd ekcr'ri<yns5 wtiirh 
moft prbBafelv NvSWd «iVcT[/rev%'«cd the ciXAhfpHc w%tc% 

fcUblved 6ft the Adfi'ericsta ci'ntifteht. - 

< • ■ ■ 

.... - . . * . 

GeKferal AfnoW, iMWTe ?nire{>!day indlrrrterjirififife /^l- 
fit lad effdaed cWfiy^tKirig Whfch the AfWcrfckni hid kt- 
thicvedfa'Offibifivec^efafidns iagainftthe Britifli forces, if 
tBfe fifrprift it Trttitoh te%*ceiJtrfa*, Wbandortftig the caufe 
MiicJh he hafi tt) ^(SwerfUTJr ftippdrted. Went over to the 
Birrtffli<armyi atid Ms 'a^^fnifed to the raitk of firigiidicr 
Octitrkl.' Early *i* ^tt /dftjyaign of iy8i, a ftfi'ce Wai 
fen ttmt from New Yorlt, agaftift the tradirtg p^rfs of Vit- 
grma, tfic'cbnWnsftid of ^hidiwas givcnto Major General 
PhiiKptr, fe<?oAd to whom *7Vs Afnol^d-. Sdoh after the ar-' 
iriViVofthcretrdopsatthfe'&iouthof Jabei River, 'GefJeral 
PfiilJpfe!|»'asriti§ied*vnth afci^er, whieh trauftd his d^Sih • 
thfe ic^iiihiantl^TftreKre ffcVoIvtd dh ihc Adierican Refie- 
^'adi 'Vaft'cjuafhtitiw Of tobaixo Vctc dcftroyed at Pitcrr. 
bjrrg, ttjgcth& with barracks jfbr tr66j)S, ftdreTs irhd ihip- 
jping'iu^ftiatt vrcthiiy. • % ihc officfial accOtttttof this e*()e- 
diti?)ti^ -lit) mehttyh is liatfe t)f burning toWhs. Earl 
CiirnWallis, rtt' the tdi^ir i?file, with the foucheVtt atoy, 
<iiras pSrietraftng iStb rHe heart Of the Province, arid' haS 
reached Halifax Cddfttry, having "garned a fighacrviaorjr 
pvjer General Greene at Guildford, in tbe^ntcrior part-of 
l^brth Carolina, oh the 15111 of .Marx:h« The force un> 
der Arnold having fully accomplllhed the deflru£tion of 
everything in thofe parts, returned to New York, and 
dibrSy iffer, tBt 'fame General p'ajd avifittb the coafrof 
^dnriedicut, the Province which gave him birth. Here 
be defiroyed fome ihipptng, together with confiderab^^ 
I3[uantiuc$ roi. naval ilorts alid £uropean xhtoufajftbres. 

'The 
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^hc town of New London^ fitnated on tlie 
Thames, pofleffing the beft port ahd harbour in the 
Colony, was reduced to a(hes. The people of this 
town are laid to have been the inventers of the praAice 
of tarring and feathering, which was firft nCed as a 
puniflinsent for herefy, and infli&ed upon Quakers 
and Anabaptifts, but in the cosamencement of the 
<itfpute with Great-Britain^ the oppofers of the po<* 
pular fcntiment received the fame condemnation* The 
4ellru£lion of this town cannot be palliated as an ««« 
4t09idaiU event^, for a late writer has told us, that the 
boufes were infulated, at the diftance of three, four, or five 
yards, one from the other, to prevent the ravages of fire f • 
The Americans fooh after received ample compenfation for 
this injury, in the furrender of Earl Cornwallis and 
bis whole army, at York-Town in Virginia, on the 19th 
of 0£kober, 1781, to General Wafhington, at the head ot 
an army compofed of Americans and French, which his 
Lordfhip ftates to confift of j 6,000 men, one half of which 
was Americans and the other French, befides which, 500Q 
militia were aflembled^ and an immenfe train of heavy ar- 
tillery was employed. The French, by their fleet^ being 
mafters of the Cbefapeak Bay, effedually cut off all relief 
from the main army at New»York, and Admiral Digby, 
with a reinforcement of ibips, arrived too late to ftrengthea 
^e Britiih fleet under Admiral Graves %. 

^ See Sir Henry Clinton's letter, dated Sept« xs, In the Londeit 
Gazette cf Toefday, Not. 69 lySi* 

f General. Hiftory of Conne^icut, p* 1 35. 

. X^'^^^ Iburce of this misfortune may be plainly traeed to the Dutch 
war { for had the (hips whfth were employed againft that enetnyy beea 
lent to the Weft Iildies, they would have given Aich a decided fupe- 
yiortty to this cotintry at Tea, that nothing could have obftru£led the 
ncsfflary relief being conveyed tp Coniwallis from New-Vork*^ 

Such 
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Such a fate attending a general, whofe whole conduct 
throughout the war had heen diftingui(h<&d by having- 
ta|;«o the head in every a£live fervice; and in the exc« 
cution of which he had proved his abilities to be equal to 
his ardour, excluded the lad ray of hope from a wittol na- 
tion. Defpair of redi^cing America ought to incline us to 
turn our eyes to our defperate fituation : to fliew the ruin 
which awaits us jn bankrupt fortune and exhaufted ftrength, 
if we continue the conteft. Let us then at length aim at 
conciliating the afFej^ions of the Americans, an^ invite a 
revival of their old l^abits. Let the lorig fubflfting private 
friendlhips among individuals in both countries, the ties 
of kindred) the infloence of religion, manners, and lan- 
gUlige, and the cement of commercial intercourfe •nee 
more be rendered operative; and fully to efFe£^ thefe falu* 
tary purpofes, let us invoke the hallowed genius of a Cha- 
tham, who, when the ebb of life was haftening out, pro- 
nounced, ** IF ANY THING CAM PREVENT THE CONSUM- 
MATION OF PUBLIC RUIN, IT CAN ONLY BE NEW 
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COUNCILS AND NEW COUNSELLORS; A SINCERE 
*' CHANGE, FROM A SINCERE CONVICTION OF PASt 
" ERRORS •.' 



f» 



• Dr. AddifigtoB^s letter taSir James Wright. 
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The Amount and Application of the Sinking Fund, from the 
Year 1774 to 1781, both inclufive. 

[See the Sinking Fand for the firft five Yeart of Lord Nortl^'i 

Miniftry ilated, page 168.} 
Chuged on the finking fund for the 

fervice of the year 1774 • • ZtoSQ,6g6 
Balance to Jan. 5, 1775 • • ii»2^g 
The quarter ending 5 th of April • 884*447 



Charged for the fervice of 1775 — i »904,3 1 3 

Barance Jan. 5, 1776 — 17,869 

Qaaher, ending 5th April -^ 962,57 1 

Charged for the fervice of 1776 — iy837»428 

Balance Jan. 5, 1777 — 29$»832 

Qaaner, ending 5ih of April — 760,363 

enlarged for the fervice of 1577 — 1,9391636 

Balance Jan. 5,. i777 ^— oca 

Produce to 5th of y\pril — 703,700 



Charged for the fervice of 1780 -— 1,849, 54a 

Balance Jan. 5, r78i -^ — 288,347 

Quarter^ ending 5th of April — 7S7»^87 

Charged for ihelerviceof K781 — * 14854,566 



2"^976,3*« 



2.884,753 



2,893.623 



2.643,336 



Charged for the fervice of J 778 — 2^296,209 

Balance Jan. 5, 1778 — — 000 
Balance ^th of April — —000 2,296^209 

Charged for the fervice of 1779 — '* 2,071,854 

Balance Jan. 5, 1780 — — o ~^o o 
Balance 5th of April — -— 650,4^8 



2,722,312 



2.894»97< 
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Sams voted for tht Service of the Navy» from Jan. 12, i77U- 

when the Earl of Sandwich became Maiina Miniflcr> to tht 
I^dof the Vear 1781. 

For the year 1771 -* 31082,499 

1772 — 2,070,664 

1773 — • 1,885,573 

1774 — 2»io4,9>7 
- 1775 — 1,934,866 

1776 — 3»^99>856 

1777 ^ 4»*«o*30S 

1778 — 5,001.895 

1779 — 4»5 89*0^9 
X780 — 7,003,284 

1781 — 7,236,277 



4.2,819,235 



Befides whicl)^ the Navy Debt exceeds fix MilHons, 



Funded Debt, aeated from January 1776 to the End of fyBi. 







Interell paid 
thtreon 


Computed prO' 
duce of Taxes. 


For the fervicc of 
the year 1776 


i 2,000,000 


64,000 


73,000 


Ditto - 1777 


' 5.000,000 


225,000 


242,000 


Ditto - 1778 


6,000,000 


330.000 


336,000 


Ditto - 1779 


7,000,000 


472,500 


478.000 


Dittcf - 1780 


12,000,000 


696,150 


701 6x6 


Ditto - 1781 


21,000,000 


660,000 
2,447,650 


704,000 


^ 


53,000,000 





*^^ The taxes have fallen (o much (hort of their computed 
value, that they do not pay the interell upon the annuities by 
aore than half a million. 
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Pafe 72— Jiae ult. for Haoghtoa read Hogbten, ^ 

III-.]. I J for coRtravertioo r. (imtraventlonm 
X31— note; I. j2,forfCeiinety £cliard> Home take, r. KtnMet^ EcbarJ, 

15 J— DotCy 1. T3, fer^no fund jr. an it^ifieientjund^ 

156—1. 30, for upwards of tweoty-thr^ na^Uons r. 15,563,593/. loi. Sti. 

1^3— 1. 10, for emergency r. rser^jf. 

s88—- 1. »7, for threat r. thread'. 

23S — 1. 28> for Eoglifliman t,.Amtrican, 

»54— 1. »3, foK fortuitous r. fortunatu 

455"-*' '7» ^"Mr* o^ fi«« millions for uftrjive miffwts ef, 

282 — 1. 19^ for onfet r. o»//er, 

285—1. 26, for cores r. torps, 

317 — nJ^ for 90>ooo/. r, ninety miHions, 

3a4-.l. U| and p. 3^9, ]. 29, for the ^arl of Oowor r. BarlGott/er 

35c— 1* 8,fc^prIU>biQfonr. i{«^^rr/0ff. , -^ 

3^86— rAo^ h 3, £Mr 765»OQoI. r. 750,0001. 

Pele ^e remark «t>QttQm« 
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